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upon the exhibition of so malicious a spirit
againgt God's beloved son, as this Christian-
trained philosopher.

In regard to sacrifices, it may be well to
note, in paesing, their objects in the Divine
system of ordinances, under the old dispensa.
tion. The design of sacrifice wag, (1) to im-
press upon the mind of the cfferer the sinful-
ness of his condition ; (2) to encounrage bis
hope of forgiveness through the propitiated
favour of the Daty ; (8) to teach him that the
pardov of sin was connected with the thedding
of blood ; and(4)to typify, and point to, the
coming sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ,

On the supposition that God designed to
teach the atosement of Jesus Christ through
the Jewish sacrifices, we have an important
admission through Mr. Gerrit Smith in favour
of the plan asan_effectual and thorough one,
For, says he, * The ntonement would not be
licld to at this day. if Paul had not taugin it
Paul wonld not iave taught it had hie not Leen
adew. ‘The Jews would not have received it
but for their faith in antimal sacrifices”  So
that the infidel unconsciously concedes the

importance of Old Pestament training in i‘us‘

relation to the work of Jesus Christ, as au-
folded more fully in the New ‘Lestamnent,

Whether Paul said much, or ¢ little,” about
the atonement, inay be discovered by the bib.
lieal reader in seavehing the Epistles to the
Romang, Galatiang, Ephesians, &e. ; whether,
had he said more, it would have pleased Mr,
Gerrit Smith better, may Le inferred without
reading, ‘The assertion that ¢ Jesus did not
teach the atonement” forms, in all probability,
a part of the ** superior” revelation, or gospel
according to Mr. Gemrit Swith, Our Lord
taught the atonement, according as the people
were able to bearit.  The following passages
are sufficiently cexplicit. “J am the good
Shepherd ; the good Shepherd giveth his life
for the sheep.” John 10: 11 “ T lay down
wy life for the sheep.” 15, ** Therefore doth
my Father love me, beeruse I lay down my
lite, that 1 might takeit again” 1%, * And
I, ir I be lifted up from the earth, will draw
a'l men unto me.  This he aith, signifying
what death he should die” Jobu 13: 32,
« Greater love hath no man than this, that o
man lny down his life for his frienda” 161 13,
* Aud as doses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, cven o must the son of wan be
Jifted up ; that whoso believeth in him shonld
not perish, but have everlasting life” John 3:
14, 15.

2. Nature declares that mere repentance is
not sufficient to remove the transgressions of
the past.  Mankind bave in all ages rezorted
to sacrifices and to selfinflicted pains and pen-
alties with a view to propitiate the Deity.
This unquestioned fact chows, at least, that
the natural conviction of the race is not in-
consistent with rigorous views of the Divine
justice, and the nccessity of gaining God's
favour by other wmeans than mere penitence
AMr. Gerrit Smith has precluded himself from
taking advantage of the plea that pagan sacri-
fices are the traditional remuants of ancient
revelation ; for, in order to meet other ends of
his argument—and it bas many looce ends—he
maintains that the divinely constituted sysiem
of Jewish sacrifices was borrowed or stolen
from the heathen. 1o admits that the whole
world, Jews and Gentileg, *“ attributed to God
a burning wrath which blood and suffering
could alone appease.”” We put it to him,
then, thatif the pagans, including the cnligh-
tened Romans and Greeks, as well as the Jews,
resorted to sacrifices, as part of the * religion of
nature,” is not. the concession fatal to his own
views of the facility with which God, in the
ligh?t of nature, can be supposed to forgive
sin

According to Nature and Providence, great
blessings and benefits nccrue to individuals

|

through the agenev of others,  The merit,
vank, or influence, of a third party, prevails,
to veseue a private or public offender from
punishment, and to pardon the guilty. Iu
times of cmergency, Urovidence has, nut
not unfrequemly, rmsed up distinguished per
soniges to save nations from temporal and
pohitical destruction.  These, and similar pria
ciples and facts, do not, indeed, cover the
whole ground of an atonement ; but they are
suflicient to show that a Mediator, and even a
suffering Medantor, 13 a doctrine which ueither
Naturo nor Providence frowns upon with the
seorn of Mr. Gerrit Swith,

It i3 also a fact, in Providence, that the
atonement meetsthe wants of ginners of every
class and condition, in cvery country, and i
every age.  Nature never utiered, inall her
bistory, 8 more accredited teath than  that
* the blood of Jesus Clivist clennseth from ali
gin,"  'Lens of thousandsout of * the masses in
ruing,” and out of “every grade of life, in all
generations, confront skeptienl  philusophers
with this witness of human experance: 1
kunow in whom 1 have betievad )" “in wlau
we have redempiion through Lis Llood, ¢ven
the forgitenessof sinn” “ Godecwnmeaduthibis
love towmids uy, in that while we were yet
sinners, Cheist died for us”

It is to bie regretted that 2 man whose name
has been inthmately connected with various
philanthropic movements for many 3 cars, and
who, we understand,’was onee 1 member of
the Presbyterian Chureh, should have commit-
ted himself to views o directly opposed to the
word of God. Let it warn wen of sinular
meatal constitution and tendencies, that safety
consists in adhering closely to the siatemcents
of God's revealed word, Without the Pible,
the most talented and gifted man islike a slup
without compass and rudder, or like the b:xi-‘
loon, which may, indeed, soar aloft, but isat
the mercy of every current,withast any control- .
Jing or regalating power.  Such wen, with ail
their brillianey, are wnsafe guides, false teach
ers, ' professing themselves to be wise they
becoute fuols.”

FAMILY RELIGION AND 163 INFLUENCE
ON THE CHURCH.

Oune of the best securities for the growth rad
prosperity of a Churel, is to be soughtina
faithful exhibition of religion in families, Iaec
is a law of insrease, which God has incorpora-
ted in his Church, and by which he desigos to
give itstrengthand encouragement, But xhy
i3 it—the question 1s asked with mricfand pain
—why is it that so many cbildren, so many
apprentices and servants are seen to grow up,
or tolive many years in Clivistian fumilics,
without any regard or even respect for reli
gion 7 It is beeause their parents, guardians,
or masters have that sort of piety which ean
flourish only, like Peters sword, on great oc-
casions.  Then, perhaps, they appear to have
an excess of picty, and put” furth many awk
ward cfforts 10 Qv good in ther fausilics, of a
character, it ay be, 1o give them a poma
nent disgust for religious things.  But when
the great oceasion 18 paet, their work is done
up. A spiritof worldliness now rolis in again,
a waut of conscience begins to appear, a light
and caroal conversation to show jtself, ‘The
preaching of the gospel is very eritically, and
gomewhat wittily, canvassed on the Snibnlh.
The day itself, in the meantime, fures scarcely
better than the preacher. Itis shortened by
degrees at both ends; sometimes cven by

newspaper, or svine tyifling conversation, in |

the middle.
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the family prayers, and, perhaps, no family
iustruction anywhere. There isno cffort to
point the rising family toward a better world,
amd appavently no hiving for such a world,
Bad tempets are manifested in government and
in Lusiness.  Arta are peactised below Jdignity,
and wide of integrity. low i3 it possitle
that the ildren and youth of a family should
not learn to despise such o rdigion® llow
different would be the vesult i€ there weren
timple, unostentations picty kept up with con-
static), sud the fear of Gud were seentotea
cotttolling peinciple, in all the daily conduct
aud plang af life, There have lcen many
stribing cages of conversion, which were pro-
duced, under God, by stinply eccing the gudly
life of & Cliistizn in his family, without o
word of direct address, and in a time of gene-
ral liattcntion to rdigious things,  Tn sweh o
furnily, cvery <hild and famate will certainly
vespectreligion,  And the ciurehy, in fact, may
cutint on receiving a coastant and cettain Qow
of increaze from thie Lusouta of such families, —
Christian Miscellany.

Procecdings of Presbnteries, &5
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PRESBYTERY OF HAMILTON,

Av adjourned menting  of this Preshytery
waz held ut Guelph ou the first of Septanber,
My, Andrew ., Macaunlay, moderator pro tem-
pore.

Aletter from Mr. D. 1L McViear, intimating
his aceeptance of theeall from Guelph, having
been laid bofore the Preshytery, he was appoint-
od to apperr at next ordinnry meeting with
the view of undergoing his trials previous to
ordination,

A call fromr Garafraxa to Mr Wiliiam Milli.
ean was Inid Lefore the Preshytery and sustain.
ed. Mir. Miflican having intimated his aceept.
anceef the call, his (rials wereappuinted to take
place at Elora on the 7th, the Presiytery
agreeing to dispense with a partion of the
nsual opdination trials, as Ve Millican had very
vecently undergone  his probaticanry  trials
before then,

The Report of the Cummitice sppointed to
maderace moa eall at Mount Forest having
Leen cddled for, it appeared, that having met
for thut purpose, they found that the majority
of the congregation were opposed to the taking
of any steps 1owards a seitlement.  The con-
sideration of the case was postponed till next
rdinary meering,

The Presbytery having taken up consideras
tion of Mr. Guikic’s resignation of his charge
at Beddin, unanimously agreed 10 aceept the
same, snd Mr. James MeDowall weas sppoints
ed 10 declare the chiureh at Berlin vacant,

Dr Irvice gave notice of a motion to the
oleet tha, inasmach as M. Geikie sl cou-
vnues to lalwur, and that in a mest impor.
tant sphee, within the baunds of the Presby-
;{ryl, his name be retumed on the Presbytery

oll.

The Presbytery having met at Elora on the
7th, and heard Mr. Millican’s trials, his ardi-
nation was apppointed to take place on the
21st,0n -which day the Preshytery agaiu met
according to appointmient, and ordained My,
Millican. The church was quite full on the
oceasion, and the people having Jong looked
forward to the settiement of Mr, Millican, who
haglaboured among them several years during
the college vacation, ho entersupon his min-
istry in the most encouraging cirsumstanees,
Mr. Park of Durham preached and presided,
and Mesars Middlemiss and Smellie addressed
the minister and the congregation respee-
tively.

Theré is no instructive reinavk at

Jastes Minnrrsuss, Pres, Clerk,
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