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Roard; n‘J thet &t bemn; - n‘::a'(l(c]
A stated supplies 1o bring the facta preseated in 1 eo

}l'o':'w I’:’I":‘::i‘f:;];kkﬂ the people of their_chsrge, and, if posible,

18 intredece among them some rystematic fotm of matering thesr contel-

1o entarge theie contrbutions to that

h‘anml..'cplml. “That the direetron of the Aswembly in 1844 (Minutee pp.
374 and 375) be renewed ; that & specanl coliecon be taken up in ell the
chutches in witl of Chutch Estencion, and that the Aseembly tejorces 1n
the succran which hae thue far atiended thie scheme, althowgh the coniti-
butions hare fatlen far shors of tie importance and necesnity ol the echeme
and owr vwn ohligatinfa \x suetain ity .
4 - Hewleed, Ut the results of the domestic miseionary wotk of the
General Awembly for the Iast twenty.one years, vis: theinciease of vur
istiatica feum J01 10 5005 the increase of vur funds from 12,000 10
$79.000; the nrganiation of 913 new churches ; the ereciion of 1494

with the Board of Education, in mestalaing them™ during the lntereal for
which they may need aid.

6. Resoleed, That this General. Amembly han a deep sense of the im+
portance of gving 1o ite yuuth & Chestian educstion in acadermres and
collegen, on & tnore estennvc seale - than hae been praciised within our
bounds, and that for the' purgose ¢l contiituiing 1o some eatent in brng.
ng forward promising young men of suitabie chasacter, other than eandie
dates for the mnisiry, the Board of Elucatiun - are herely authingised - to
apuly 1o (his eutyect whatcres fumbs may be specifically spprepriated by
tlie Jonote,

BOARD OF TURLICATION,

The Rev. Dr. {eyburn presented - the annual report of- the Hoard of
Pabl whoee R populanity and fol je giving & 8
strong hald on the interesteand atlections of the Church, From neatly the

honscs of woty te addition ol uver SULY muls 10 the aty
chutelics, on - profeasion ol their, fath's the constnutiun of & niber’ o
new Preshytesios and Synods, and a great enlargement of out terntopal
boandarice, nir | aleo the treults of tie paet vear, by the repott, being most
favourablemall furmish to the Aseibly an occamon for profound geatis
tede 16 the E3m).of misaone, and of cncoursgement to ws 10 proceed
vigorously with the work, '

[ the

Vesoleed, " Hosrd of Mirrions be requerted to heep in view
the increasing ninber and tehigions wants of the Lierman popalation in
out country, aml to do whatever iy be pracuicable, to furmsh them with
the nuniairy and means of grace.

6. Kemired, ‘I'hat the Genceal Aneetnbly tepnces in the speeiel inters
est vhich is anifested by 2o Iarge a nwinber of their Preabytenes in the
wotk of Domestic Misstune, and luoks fotward with an aseuteild hope that
this interest will become wmversal, and that it must resalt, under God, 1a

-incalentable Licseings to ous Chutch and country,

BOARD OF KDUCATION.

Dr. Van Reneelaer, Secietaty of the Board, presented the Report. He
stated that (3od_had bicssed the Board of Education with the usual prose
perity duting the year. Thete was resson’ for. encoutagement, Forry-
nine candidatea had entered the ministty. ‘The increa:e of candidates
duiing the past yeat has beea sinall, although the increase of population.

~h«’I’n¢n one illion, and the increasc of our chuech members tea thous
oand, N

-One beloved youth shrink from - the sacted office ; some becaure of its
featful greatnese ; some becauee of inducements of gain and worldly dis<
tinctions, &e.  ‘The fact exists—we liave not enough of workmen,—-
Fathers should be insteucted that it » it duiy 1o give up their sons to
the Lord,  Youth mnst be impressed with the claims God hasupon them,
Church members must be :fnstructed in- their duty to furnish the means,
and ministers ate called upon to- prees this subject upon all theee, and - to
vrge their immediate action. .

The Board Is convinced that it s the daty of the Church 1o train her
youth for the woik of the ministey.. 'I'hicre is not a sufficicnt number of'
eandidates, It the duty of the Presbytery to scarch out plous youth, to
superviee and induct men futo this office.

on whote

i

entire Cal famly, amd f; {alimost every name, the pube
heanons hive received the strungest approtation,  The echanical eaes
cution of the booke and tracts bns been greatly iinproved,  “The receits
fot the suppnt of coipotiage and hatnil exceed by filiy
et cent, those of Iast yoar ; the sales have -incicased §n . Alinost equal rae
to.  For the fical year ending Apwil Uat, 1849, they were 829,000 3
the year ending Apnl Tat, 1850, they wete S42,0001; nd she year jusy
closed, they have been RG0000,  Nintecn new books and seventeen new -
tracts have been added to the eatalogue, ‘Totnl number of books and
tracts ied dunng the year 430,000, ‘Total recewpts for the year,
830,787 52, ‘There have been granted to needy ministers, 1136 vol-
umen, feeble churches 638 volumes ; Sabbmih Schoole, 1301 volumen ;
hoapitats, and other humane institutions, 151 voluines ; Ditezaty and theos
Iogical institutions, 243 .volumes ; shipaeofowar and military stations, 223
volumes ; individuals for g disteib 717 volumes, in adilnton
10 250,000 pages uf iracte,  Durations hiave also been made through the
Board of Foreign Mimions, of booke and tracia 1o the amount §500, and
by colporicuca of 5,525 volnmes, and 222,151 pagen of tracts,

One: lundeed and twenty«five colpottieurs have ‘been employed in
twenty-four different - States, the ‘aggregate of whore Jabours are as fol«

“lows:—'Time spent, thirty yeacs, four monthe and sixtecn days ; familien

visited, 50,890 ; converacrl or prayed with, 22,151 ; families found desiic
tute of the Kible, 1,893 Presbyterian” familics . visited without the Cone
feseion of Faith, 2,237 ; volumies sold by colpottests, 594235 volumes
!mult’:l.lry colpotteurs, 5,525: pages of tracts grauted by colportevre,
328,154,

‘The Sablnth School Visitor has had an_almost unprecedented success,
haviog sccuted 23,000 subacnbers duning the four months of its existence,
snd averaging one hundred new subscribersa day.  The Asscimbly passed
tez~'ations sttongly ap g the operationsof the Board, and d
ing i- 1o the increased favour and bherality of the churches,

DISNISSION OF NEMBERS TO OTHER CHURCHES.-

Dr. Leland, fenm the Committee on 1ills and Overtures, teported upon
Ovetture No: 10, from the ' Presbytery of Baltimote, .and submitting the

“following question ; ¢ Shall incmbers of .our churches, who may wish fo

join churches not in cosrespondence with the General Assembly, teceive

‘I'he Report was received and referred 1o a special
teport_the following resolutions were adopted : )

1. Resoleed, That in the judgment of tlus Assembly, the wants of the
-Church, and the gencral Improvemnent of the nge, demand ancrearing ate
tention 10 the qualifications of candidates for the ministry ; and that with

the view, partly of keeping ‘more. proninent the idea of the neceasity of |

lierary attainments in our candidates, and partly with the view of other
-advantages, the Buard of Iducation are allowed to give thew npproprne
tions the tille of echolarships ; and. the . Preshytesica are enjoineid to'use
theit Lest endeavours to raise the standard of quabficanons for the tun-

try.

?.’ Remleed, That the practice of requiting & pledge from yonng men
to enter the munstey, cepecaally in the eatly stages of their preparatory
studies, is not deemed conducive to the best interests, cither of the can-
didates, or of the Church ; and the Bonrd of Education are hereby autho-
rized ta modify their rulce accordingly.

3. Rewmlred, That thus Assembly rrvfer that young men withun their
bounds, who are looking forward to the work of the minwstry, should be
_officially recognized as candidates under the care of Presbytenes, only
when they are prepared to enter upon their theological studies, and unul
that time they be regarded nmrly as students on probation, under the
geoeral watch and patronage of the Presbyterses. .

4. Resolved, ‘That- whilst home nurture is according 1o the word of
God and the covenant of his grace, & 1ain rehance of the Church for the
salvation of her children, Providence, alsn, testifies to- the -importance of

“our

in the eame forin as if they withed 10 join another church in.

ion, or In I with the A ly; or has the

church pesnion’ done all that it ought to"do, when in such caves the. good
and regalar standing of the peesons co applying i4 duly certificd "

On motion, the answer tecommended by the Comnutiec was laid on

“the table, and the following, afice. amendnient, was adopted, viz: * This

whole subject §s one that ought to be left to the sound dicerction of the
vatious church scseions, ding to the C ion of the Presbyieri
Church.”

‘T'he subjeet involved in this Overture s one of the greatest peactical
importance. “Iliere is nothing on which our ininistera auld members ‘are

moze senaitive, than on the question of Chnstian commumon.  ‘§here is.

no point on which “the great body of them tegard the ‘teachings’ of the

Word of Gold more exphiait, aud therelore as 10 no_point are they tnore -

tenacious of these .Chrietian hiberty. We may here remark, that itis &
great nfelicaty that overiures on such subjects should be so numerous, It
18 2 conumon infirmity with many men to wish their opiuions turned into

Jdaws. They think certwn thungs ‘tight and _expedient, and instead of

being content ta act on their own Judgment, and allow others to act on
theira, they deaire their view of the matter to be made obligatory on all

.their brethren,  One good brothier, because he thinke the uze of organsin-

very desirous that their use
3 ‘Another thinks that a rege
ular disminzion of a church member should be given only in certain cases,
and he wishes his puvate judgment tobe turned into a public law. Inan

ded Church like ours, there are few evils which ought. to be more

churches unnuthorised and injurious, becomes
should be absolutel, hibited b h

public education, on Christan iples, 1n schools, and col-

leges, and particularly to the intimate relation between Christian educa.

tion and the power of the gospel ‘a8 proclaimed in the ssnciuary, and
therefore the hiome, the school and the Church, shiould all be smbued wuh

the spirit of consecration 10 the Lord Jesus Christ.

5. Resolved, That this Ueneral Assembly, entertaining & lively interest
In colleges in view of the past history of the Presbyterian Church, its pre-
went proeperity, and its future hopes, learn with great satisfaction, the geo

-meral progress attending the depariment of Christian education, and also
the nl:li(ion of Westminster College at Buffalo, to the List of those insti-
tutions ; ‘and it is ded to our church 16 anist,
a8 far an possible, . in the endowment of our colleges, and to co-operate

sedulously avoided; than excessive legislation. Leave as much Liberty to
all concerned an powible, i} you wish 10 preserve peace or vnion.

As to this question of communion, it is well known that there are two
very differe.t views atising out of different theories of the nature and ‘de.
sign of the Church. The one view is that of the great body of the Chris.
tian world, and is the cléar doctrine of ourflstandards. It assumes that
the terms of Christian communion ‘are’ unalterably fixed in the Word of
God, and can be neither fncreased nor diminished by any human autho.
rity. This is one great principle. Another jo, that nodliug'ua juetly be
tequired as & term of Christian communion, which Christ has not made
necensary to admisson 10 lieaven.” In’other words, that we are bound to



