the prlesthoad, otherwise there could
bo no vulld ordination. It was really
amasing how the r*upe could have ul-
lowed himself to be commiited to any
sucl. suggestion, because, in taet, we
had nct unly the ceiemony of ordina-
tion ag used In the Roman Chureh in
the elghth, ninth and tenth conturies,
and It was an historical rfuct that the
special mentien of the oticring ot the
[Zucharistic sacrifice occurred fiiyt .n
tha tenth century. So that it was an
astonishing thing to say that the spoe-
Jdfic mention of the particular funetion
of the priesthcod was necessary to «
valld ordination. He had sald at the
outset of his remarks that nobody
could possibly deny that the English
Church intended to retuin back be-
hind the current of theology of the
stxteenth century to the freer, richer
y
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the fuc, that the one thing that sao-
body wve Lut a pricst coud do wus
to ofter the lioly luuchatigt, yet ¢
did not altogether follow that that
wis o full and adequiate deflnttion
« 0 the priesthocd In the New Pegta
ment they were the stewards of the
Divine mysteries, and 1t way an o1l
and not @ benetit thus to elevate ane
particular functten of lae privsthoon
into this solitary pusition. A priest
had other things to do, other Sucra-
muts o adminstery, and, theretope,
to his mind, thets was no better ey
ceription of the privsthood thuan that
which was glven in our Ordinal, * Men-
sengers, Watchmen and Stewards of
the Lotd; to teach and to promonish,
Lo feed and to provide for the lord's
family™. that was to say, they wore
to preach the Ward and to admintster
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Wile to ude the words of consec.atlon
1 the nelghbocho d of bread, without
wahy Intontion of celebrating, that way
ne Colebration.  The man must menn
to Jdu the rite of the Chuich. At the
we ge, the Church had always
vittetully excluded any fdea of oxame-
ining (nto the mind of the tndividual
who porformed the rite Thus In
rent yuuw the Sacted College at
ane his declded that ne amount of
heresy about Baptism had any effect
on the validity of the Baptism it 1t
was ad ainlstercd with water, and the
propr words, and cven If the person
using it had not intended ty do the
thing calld Baptigin, still the Baptiam
way valid, ‘That belng the case, we
had no concern with the private apln-
teng of anybody; the question  was,
Wit way th - intentt'n ¢f the Church?

purer theology of the undivided
Church. This was a case in point.
Beyond all possibility of question,

throughout the later Middle Ages the
offering of the Sacrifice of the Mass
among the functions of the g-iesthocd
had assumed an exaggerated and al-
most isolated prominence. It was not
always the only function which a
person could fulfil, by reason of hig
office. Thus, supposing that the anly
function which nobody but the Lord-
Lieutenant of Ireland could perform
was that of signing death warrants,
it would not be an altogither true and
adequate description of the Vic-roy's
office to say that he was an official
who signed death warrants. If it was
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the Sacraments., In thus acting, our
Church returncd to the purest and
vest tradition of the Church,

‘There was only one other point, ..nd
it was this: if the rite in itself was
atl that was required, If the ‘mintst -rg
who pe'frrmed the rite wer: valldly
ordained, yet it might be said the in-
tention’ was wrong. What did thut
mean? It meant just this, that in
crder to nerform a sacred tite validly
you must he meaning to do what you
were doing. That doctrine, even in
its loosesgt form, was not always h -l
by the Church, but no doubt the ¢ .n-
~ral mind of the Church secemed to
hold, for example. that If a priest, by
an accidental  collocatlon of w.'vly,
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What was the intention of the man’s
public action?  Did he {ntend to 4.
in the nmme of his Church outwardly
at.d  vislbly that act which In the
Church was called o:dinatlon? Did
he intend to go on doing that which
the Church had always done when [t
had ordaintd Bishops, priests and dea-
ceng 7 When the question was put
In that way, there ¢nuld he nv shadow
«f doubt about the intentlon of our
Church, for there it was writ large in
the: pre face of the Ordinal, that what
1t was intended to do wasg to enntinue
and to gecure those Orders which frem
th  Apostles’ thime had aiways been in
Christ’'s Church.

'oint after point had

been  rafsed



