
THE EXPOSITOIZ

tireiy annihilates the power of the church
for good. " The flesh " represents the
cvii that cxists in every unspirituai indivi-
dual, -w'hich Robinson Crusoe, if such a
man evcr existed, wouldl have to grapple
with in bis desolate island, wvhere there wvas
no human society. "'<The wvorks of the
flesh are nianifest " "wvhich. are these,"
says Paul in Galations, and gives a iist of
various forms of rin. They are mostly
coveréd by the words pride, covetousness,
malice and animal sensuality. The idoiatry
in the list, wvlich seems not to be so cover
cd, will corne as the inevitable resuit of
that complete estrangement, fromn the truc
God xvhich. indulgence in the other vices
wili produce. And as before, we may say
just here, thatalthough ail that is cvii in "the
flesh " is the consequence of Adam's sin,
wvhich sin wvas the consequence of the sug-
gestion of the devil, yiet the author and
his wvork are flot to be corifounded together.
Let us recognize the distinctions that
Christ and His aposties put before us, for
right living depends very iargeiy, if flot
aitogether, on right thinking.

What is ieft for the devii to do nowv,
after you have separated him, fromn so
much of the cvii that wve have to, contend
with ? Frorrn olur survcy of wvhat is record-
cd of hirn, we sec that his work is bricfiy,
but precigely, dcscribcd by the titie that
Jesus Christ gives him, the father of lies.
" The flcsh " wviil pull one back and down
from. the Christian racc.path ; "the worid"
wiii draw one over the fence into by-path
mcadow, but the dcvii wviil rucet one like
Apoiiyon, directiy filiing up the whoic
breadth ot the patliway with bis lies, that
you ma*v die spirituaily on the spot, or
turn decidcdiy back to join those who
" crucify ' heir Lord and put him, to an
open shame." Or when waiking through
the vaiiey and shadowv of some great
caiamity, hie may suggest thoughts that if
consentcd to becomne baspherny; thoughts
that are flot sensuai, nor ambitious, nor
maiicious, but infidel thoughts that tend
flot sormuch towvards the consumption of
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morais as to the o%,ertlhîuw of that faithi
in God, whicli is thc une tl1ing that a child
of God posscbsses, %% hàh-I the devii spccially
fiates. Look initcnbciy at the temptation.s.
%vith wvhich, lic assaiicd je.,u.s, and you w~ili
se that the ultimate objcct at wii hie
airned, wvas the destruction of Ciîrist's con-
flidence 'n God. That %%<ts how lie suc-
ccedcd in Eden. I lis speciai workz nowv
sceins to bè thc invention and propogation
cf lies. As the 1Iloiy Gliost is the Spirit
of Truth, f rimarily wnd prc-emincnitiy, s0
the dcvii is the spirit of untruth pri-
mariiy and prc-eminentiy. The IIoiy
Gliost is the comfortcr of the brethrcn;
thc dcvii is the acuser of the brethren.
Let sianderers of God's chiidrcn consider
what famiiy iikcness is rcvcaied in thcir
physiognomny.

Though the dcvii is flot to be idcntified
w'ith the fiesh, yct it appears that by y ield-
ing to the flebh, the door is opcrzed through
wvhich the dcvii enters. The dcvii put it
into the heart of judas Iscariot to betray
Jesus, aftcr hie had gix en away to, the flesh,
in the forrn of covetousness.

So aise in the case of Ananias and Sap-
phira to wvhom. Peter said: "Mhy bath
Satan filied thy heart to lic to the Hoiy
Ghost ? " Why ? because covctousness
had opened the door for hi.s entrance, and
then a terrible lie 'vas the consequence.
There is an intimation in i Cor. 7, 5, that
if we go too far in asceticisrm we ivili make
room. for bis temptations. That accounts
for much of the .%ickedncss devd-opcd
within the pale of the Romish Church. 2
Cor. 2, 11. showvs that if the church shouid
not forgive ab Jesus required and exampicd
Satan wou]d gain advantage over them.
Paul prophesies in i Thebs. 2, 8, of " the
iawless one whosc coming ib according to
the working of Satan -withi ail power and
signîs and iying wonders, and ail deceit of
unrighteousneýs." This characterizing cor-
responds exactiy with Christ's caliing hirn
the father of lies.

6. Frorn the exanipies of Judas, Ananias
Elymas on the one band, showing howv


