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of stata which ean scarcely fuil to justicy our thoughts upon this sub-
jeet.” So the Dr. speaks,and in expressing himself atter this mavuer
kis language tells us that be places an estimate upou water that few
biblieal scholars would or dave attempt. lle first informs us that
baptisin is the ceremony of water being applied to proper persous,
and now he tells us that this very same ceremony (applying water—
a very little of it, too,) *is a sacrament in which i3 communicated,
grace—according to divine appointment,” and that thus (by water
heing appled)“subjects are grafted into the body of Christ.”” My, Hutel-
inson is more than a beliaver in baptism as ¢a saving ordinance.’ (1)
To commuuicate grace by an application of a fow drops or a whole
river of water, or to engraft persons into Christ's body by such a
ceremony, is making water much more important in the economy of
of the kingdon than we Lad conceived, and is putting a value upon
this element at least a hundred thousand times greater than those
barefaced heretics who lecture the people on the subject of * baptism
for the remission of sins’'—!

Now the baptism of the Christian oracles, instead of being a cere-
mony, a sacrament, or an ordinaunce consisting of an application of
wadter, is & burial with the Lord of lifc and a rising again to follow him,
to walk with him, and to reign with him, llence there cluster
around baptism, in the light of the scriptures, the capital fundamentals
of the kingdom of heaven; for a knowledge of, aund fuith in, the great
sacrifice,—repentance from dead works-—a putting on of Christ,—
an entrance into his church,—and a realization of Lis power and pro-
mise of forgiveness through thus obeging him, are all embraced in it.
Mark, however : this is not an application of water; nor 3 it ¢ water
baptism’; but it is knowledge and faith baptism, sacvifice of Christ
baptism, a death to sin baptism, a putting on of the Lord baptism, an
introdaction into the kingdom baptism, remission of sios baptism |
In this baptism there is an application, not of water to a person, but
of a person applied to Christ! Can the Dr. or any of his well-learned
pupils see the difference 2 If not, perbaps we may hushand the leis-
ura to write 2 paragraph or two upan the distinction at a season much
more convenicut thaa the present, for the heuefit of those who are far-
sighted and cannot therefore see things near them. In the meantime
it is not without regret that we find the author of the Discourse putting
such an unjustifiable value upon the clement of water!!

D. Oriruant.



