
NOTES U1'ON A I)ISCOI-nSM ON CIIISIA1 IATIr

of stato wbich can scarcely fuit to ja tiryor ilîoiglits op4on thlis sub-
ject." So tlue Dr. speakis, -.Iid iiicprsn hinsef after tliis nmr
bis lanouage teits us thiat, ho places ail estimaiýte lupoin watcr that few
biblioal scliolars would or tiare atttcitipt. lie 1*irst illIto(rllS us that
baptisi is the coreniory of watcr being ap1>ticd to proper perious,
anid nov lie telts us thiat this very saine cercitiony (:tpp)lyingr watr-

averyitiofi.to) is a sacrainent in wliieli is coininîni ated,
grace-according to divine appoitutinciit," ind thaet thuis (by watcr
being appied)*'stubjects arc grafted irîto thie body of Chirist."1 Mr. Hnitt-
jason is more than a beliovor in b:rpti-mi as ' a saving ordinance.' (PI)

To cornmuica-,e graco by, an application of a fcw drops or a w'lole
river of water, or to cngraft; pcrsoîîs ito, blrst~iody by suceli
cercrnony, is nAaking water îuxeh more important in thoe econonmy OC
ef tlie kingdorn than we b-ad conccis'ud, anld is put.ting a valueo upoft
tiîis elernent at ieast a hiundred tlîoitand tiimes greater than thoso
barefaced hiereties wlio, lecture thîe Pcople on thie subjeet of -baptisui
for the remission of sins'-l

Now thie baptisai of thîe Cliristian oracles. iiustcad of being a cere-
mony, a sacranient, or un ordinauce, coîîsisting of an application of
water, i S a barial with the Lord of lifo and a ri.-iiug again to foitow 1dmi,
to waik with hiîu, and to reiga witiî liiti. Ilince thiere eluster
around baptisn, in 'lie liit of th~e scriptures, thîe eapital frîrîdanmen taia
cf the kingdoni of heavun;i for a knrowled ge of, and fatitli ini, tlie great,
saeriflce,-repen tance froîn dead wvorzs,--a plitting on of (Jlirist,-
an entrance iuto bis ctîurch-and a realizatioîî of lils poiver and pro-
mise of forgiveness tîrrougi thius ohcyingr Iini, are ail enibraced iii it..
31ark, howevcr :tliis is not an application of water;- nor iJ, iL ' water
baptisn-i' - but it is knowiedge and faiLil baptisînl, sqrifice of Christ
baptismi, a deatir to sin baptisii, a piiftinig on of thre Lord biptisni, an
introduction itito the kingdoîii baptisîn, rceniission of sins baptisni I
In tis baptisi thiere is an application, îîot of wat.er to, a porson, but
of a person applied to Chirist ! Cati tihe Dr. or any of bis weli-iearned
pupils sec the diffée nce ? If not, pcrtnaps wo niay huisband tihe lois-
ure to write a paragrapli or two up(iir the distinction at a soason niucli
more convonieut tîran tihe presrit, for tIre betiefit of hvewlio are far-
siglitcd aird cannot; tîrerefore sec tiirirgs ncar tlrem. Iii tIre arearîtinie
it, is not without, regrret that, %ve, find thre au.tîrlor of tie Discourse Puttiug
such an unjustifiablo value upoii thre cecineut of watcr !1
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