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eratcd, saved, sanctificd, and florified before chaos itsclf was
creatcd, and millions of' ages before the first man wvas made or the
first sin committed. They were elccted, says Mr. Spur-eon" IlNheil
the unnavigatcd Cther wvas yet unfanned by the wing, of' a single
angel, whcnr space was shoreless, or cisc unborni; when universal
silence reigncd, and not a voice or wyhisper shiockcd the soleinnity
of' silence; wlicuî there was no being, aud no motion, no time, and
nauglit but God liiîusclf alone in his etornity." Page 79. In
anotiier sermon lie says, Il clection is one of' those things whiehi
ivere donc absolutcly in ctcraity: ail îvho wvere elect, were elct ns
miuch in etcraity as they are in timie." Sec Sermon on .Adlopto>î
iu the New Park Street Pulpit, page 551. Mr. Spurgeon nover for-
gets to carry bis absoluitisit with. im whent speaking on his dar-
ling doctrine of eternal and uncoaditional eAction; and in order
to bc consistent with Iimiiself lie should carry bis absolutismi iinto
every other part of' redemption as wcll as election. If' the cect are
cleet as mueh iu a past eternity as tliey arc, or eau be in time,
wcre they not, wc ask, on the saine principle, as niuch justified,
and adoptcd and sanetificd and glorified la a past eternity as they
are in tiie, or ever can bce? Wrhy not ? Were thiey not as muchi
raised froi the grave, judgcd, rcceivcd into hecaven la a past eter-
nity as thecy ever caa bc ? Why not ? M4r. Spurgecon to bc con-
sistent with bis absolutisiai would require to believe and def'end
ail this nonsense. Wc must give hini credit for the effort which
lie makes to bc consistent with himiself. Ife lioaestly tries to carry
out his principle. Hie does not shrink fromn avowiag that lie is al
but a couvert to the virtual, absolute completion of redemption in
ail its parts, couutlcss ages bef'ore thiere was any sin fromi whichi
mnen ueedcd to bc redecxncd.

Perhaps Mr. Spurgeon will by and by favour us iwithi a few
serinons viudicating t.he doctrine of absolute eternal justification,
absolute etera adoption, regeacration, sanctification, te. Sucli
sermons would just bc as scriptural and as consistent as bis views
of' election. But here we must give his own vicws in his own


