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sition muc l "worse,"1 and cacli would niaintain, that
bis systoin, and bis only, would ensuit theo greatest
passible amount cf freedoni and lîappiness te thce
greatest possible niber. Thus, aise, witli regard te
the duty of the civil magistrate ini relation to Christ
and blis Church, aIl Christians of ail communions
weuld at once admit, tliat in every capacity, andi by
aIl menus, lie should "blonour Christi" but îvhîeîu
différent parties proccedod te state tie îneaning
whîch tlîoy respectively attacli te thiat dictuin, thc
United Prcsby terians -would say', that tli-, civil inagis-
trate honoured Christ by preteeting Il,, Churcli and
ail its meihrs against any invasion of their riglits,ý
andi in the unfettereti enjcymont cf tlîeir inde-a
pendence; by net interféring citlier with its spiritual
or sectilar cenccrns; and by bcstoiving ne invidions
andi exclusive advantages, whethcr pecuniary or lire-
féential, on tho ministers or mnembers of apartitular.
denomination, wvhilst ail the less favoureti classes
(tlîeugli perhaps equal or superior iii picty and inteili-
gcnt'e, andi at the saine time less able te pravide thoe
rubans) arc left te inaintain th<.ir own. churches,
ministers, and mnauses, and yet caxitribute te Uic uip-
holding of a mnopoly of whicli Uiey deprecate
tlîe injustice, and dcny tîte utility. On tise other,
lîand, tise adlîcrents, and especially the pastors cf
evory other cexrmnuuion, niight i ndeed strenuously
concur in inaiiitaiiîing that thec civil iagistratc
shoul Il "boueur Christ" by' the exclusive endownn
cf one partieular sect; but ne tve îvould, bc found te
agree as ta tie particul-tr clîurclî which shouli .be,
supported at thc cost of ail tic rosi.

1 have tlîus endeaveured, under the pressure of
langour and siekuess, te fulfil tic dîîty whîcit the
unaninious request of thec respected fricnds, assembledi
nt rny lbeuse on a recent intcrestîng occasion, induceti
me, with great reluctance, andi înder a deep sense cf
incouipeteucy, te undertake. 1 comnnd the cause
te tIse Lord himself, andi te thc Word cf Ris grace,
vith the principles and injunctions cf îvlih 1 con-
çoive its success to bic in strict confomnîiity. O,
xuy dear frientis, if ibere be any virtuel andi if ther*
be any praise, if there bo auy consolation i» Christ.
if any comfort cf love, if any felloîvship cf the Spirit
if any bowels andt mercies,--tlîiink, think earnestLv,
tbink dispassionatcly, think p)r.yerluily, tlîink af-
fcctionately of tliesc tlîirigs. Think of the increased
blcssedness, activity, zeal, encrgy, fititbftilniess, biar-
mony, libcrality, and brotherly love, îvhicb this au-
spicious union ivoulti engender in tlîc nîinds aud
hearts of ail the ministers, ofrice-beurers, and mcem-
bers cf our respective comnmnionsr--tliiink cf the
emulatiens, wrath, andi strife whiih it îveuid fer ever
allay or exting-uish-of the tics of cordial endearmient
andi harinonious co-eperation iu every gooti work, te
wbich ît ivonît give birth-of the jey w zich itwvould
diffuse aiaong tho angels cf Goti, and the mortifi-
cation 'wlicli it would Cause te His enemios, mucli cf
whose great strengtlî lies in Ulic weakness still fos-
tereti axuong us by our owra estrangemients and dis-
sensions. I trust that tic subject will bc taioen up
nt an Cnrly peried by everv synod, presbytcr7, aud
even congregation cf aIl thle three bodies; andi any
notification (cithier iliroui tîje medium cf tlie pre.ss
cr in lirivate letters) cf the discussions in which theyl
engage, or cf the conclusions nt whicli thîey arrive,
ivili bc receivei on.my part with dccp intcrcst, and
respeciful attention.

PinUybrtiîenfacwcl.Be perfect, ho fgootil
coiort, uc OP OEn ix, live ln peace; and the Goti
of love and peace shahl bc witiî yen.

1 have the lionour te remain, rny friends, witb
every Christian 'wish, for the prosperity cf cadi of.

the three communions, wliicli 1 ain sure wvould br-
xnost ffrtually proinotedl by their carly aiid cordia
incorporation into one,

Your faithful and dcvotcd servant,

Gxeonr.r, SINCLAIR.

rr0, the Christiarn Specitor.

MR. GEORGE 11OGRIDGE.

r.George Mogridge, botter known as IlOld Hum-
plircy," %vas a native of Ashited, neanr Birmnizigham,
anîd was barn on the 17t1î of February, 17 ". At
the age of fourteen lie wns plaeed ont u. an appren-
tice; lit bis thoughits and aspirations sean soarcd
above the ordinary eungagements cf trade. lis flrst-
fledged etrort in writig %vas au address te a recently.
raised statue to Lord Nelson ; tlîis appenred in a
local newspaper. Eneeuragcd by bis early attcnipts
to sectre the publie notice, lie sean became a con-
tributor ta sevoral cf the periodicals af thç day. In
due time, under the evident leadines of Divine Provi-
dence, lie relinquislied the pursuitis af business for
those af a literary nature. Abolit tic year 1814. the
attention cf Mr. Mogridze -%vas directid 'te publica-
tiens cf an irreligiaus and objectionnble k-ind, whicli
found a large circulation aniong tic manîîfacturing
and rustie classez. WVith a waurmth of generous con-
cer» and ardent zeâl, lic set about couiiteracting the
cvii consequences. The resîult was the tract, « f-is-
tory of Thomnas Brown ; or. tic Sabbath-breaker
Rcclatimed," which, frein its style and sentiment, at
once met thc tastes and comprehiension cf the~ coun-
try people, arnong xwbom it soon obtisined the stamp
cf polpularity. Thiis firstb)rothim biiiiite connection
witit the Iteliglious Tract Society, in furtiierance cf
irbose objects it iras bis happiness te labour for
nearly thirty years. Other tracts iu rhyme iwere
written, ail îuarkced with the sanie originality, and se-
curing for tlîcm a deinand as active Iow as when they
werc flrst issued. But itwasclinfly underthi appel-
lation of I Old liumplirey"' that lie bec-ime gecraily
known te the readers cf flic Society's periaical.
Tite pieces te which this name was affixed appcared
regularly iu a fugitive form, and wvere subsequently
cahlected into voluimes. Other volumies wverc sent ont,
under the naies of IlGrandfather Gregors," IlOld

IlEplîraini 'Hlding' " "Amnes Armfield," and other
nliasos toe numerous te particularize. Whien more
suited te bis purpose, lic dropped thc masculine
gender, aud adoptcd the feminine: lier-e wc bave
11,Grandmnammia Gilbert:, and IlAtint Uliccn"l among
Isis appellations. Nor miust WC Omit bis useflil class
of bocks, ",Learning te Think," IlLearning to FeelIl
IlLearning te Act," and IlLearning te Converse." TLIo
number cf separate publications on t.be Society's
catalogue cf wliblie was tic author exceeds oe
hundrcd ani fifty, independent cf a large varicty cf
pieces contributed te the montlily periedicals. Ho
Vras aIse IL contributor te the periodicals cf thli
Sunday-scliool Union? and the autiior of nine volumes
of thc IlPeter Parlcy" series, besides varions otiier
n-orks pablished by respectable booksellers.

Yencr> passcd away in active liter.ry en7agexnents,
until 'le becanie a reat Old Humphrey; and, 'with
advinciug age, me iveakness and affliction. But
911 nover think of deatbà," lie said, C'but 1 tbink cf
heaircni,-thcy arc se counected iii my vi-w ;"-the
gloom cf the one was irradiated by the gliry of the


