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Froin ilite Jewhibl 1 scitl.eticer.

VISIT TO TiuE Mý)OSQL'E 0F 03OMAR, JERITSALEM.

The Dulze anîd Di)ucieczs of Bîrabanxt (son anîd dauigli-
ter-ii-laiw of the Kinîg ef Bkeimmni) arrived nt Jeru-
salein on the «iUUi ol M:îrcb. Tlieir cliefobject senis
to have lieen to vîsit dt cliirch of ilie Iloly- Sepuil-
dlire. Every hirehiaration wvas madie for tioir recep-
tion. Viîe tops of tse bouses hordering filc line of
ilicir route were crowvded -iti n niass ut sp)ecttors,
inx ail thîe pietuiresque vitriety of Eaistera costimxie.
Przoessions of Ma:liomîiitanms înoved to and fro, lire-
ceded liv rcd anid g-reen bamtiers, xîxnidst the dlia of
Icettle-drumîîs anmd tambhourines, anid thîe loud and con-
tiiiicîi siioits of Il .11ii.> Famiatical dervislies
rîishod fr:uit-aliy Ilirouli the assenibled crowd(,i
laceratiîig tîeîinselves %vith their usti:l iii-struiiîcats of
crukcltv. '1'ien taîil a long anîd inîposiîig procession
of Ito;)î:n (afhohi)ic priests anal inouis, lsreccdeul by a
linige vciled crucifix, wil cliftedC( as tliey walkcd
beliwre tic royai pîarLy. It w-as ini tuis wvay Oinat tlîey
visited theO clitircl of the Iloly Sepiclire ; but uve arc
moire coiit-rned in giviiig tlie foI>lou%ilig accoutît col-
cerining tlieir visit to thîe nîio«jte ut Uinar.

Sattirdav. the last and dit iiost exciting day of the1
Passion Week, uviien thxe iiultUphîcit of the ptierili-
ties of tie Easteria chiurclies teritiiate %witli thc scue
of thme lîoil- ire, %vill be reiiiemnhercil for an evont of
a liature :îîd cliaracter by tio iucamis ut inen iniîport-
axîre ; this being no less7titan the titroiuvzng opeun of
thxe mulosque of Ottiar pîiblirly. for the first tile, to a
body- of sonie tlîree lidred ('liristiatîs, uu-iîo umade
tîxeir entm-y imto the sacred eiicloý1ure. îlot inî disgitise,
butwuiti itii colors flyiiig as Çliristi.ti:s.

IL is a long- tiCi silice a crouva prince and princcss
Ilave visiteil the~ IInly City, anîd titaso Whio have hately
donc s0 %vce outilles, front thîcir connections iitil
thie iinost respietable mnmarchies of Europe, to soîne
particular favor. Thxis lias been shiawvn thicî by the
Porte, bu- ciusin- a firrn ta auuait thîe royal party
on their :rrival, ta -llauv thecm iwah timeir suite ta,
-uisit the sicrcl iosque; a favor uvhiîcli lias beexi ex-
tcndcd, by the' libsprality of aur iîew governor, ta as
inatîv of ic Butropean residetits and iraveihers, oven
Io natuive Cliristians, as could lay a dlaii tai somo re-
s1 îeetability.

Four o'clorklu ii tteruoon af the said Saturdau-
w-as the tinie that lind »eil fixed for ai)l suich ii-losc
niunes bîas Ircviausqlv been rcumnnieniiid and regis-
tored. to ho ,Lqseticdj( rit thîe Govcrnors liomîse, -%hîici
cotiini.auds anc of the lirivate entrances into the arca
oftme s.-id maisquec. T.licplaice airenî(lczvouis, asoanc
iiiglît have cxpcctcd, w-as fiNed quickly, alnîost to
incoiîvcnience. -%itlî a crouvd of fahinbE turopean>
ladies andl gcntlei;me:m. Mlien the general mnpa-
tience ha b)oeia rehievcd, thme iccssary arrangements
and precatîtians uvere coxnplcted by Statmonmigf niai-
tar- ou tposts, at short intervais, witlmmn time airca aof
thie"masquie, tai overconiie the faatmcai spirits Oint

mnibt ave abut hieplac.To prevent confusion,
as wchl ns ta circuinscribe the crowd %vich uvas con-
tinsuialv sivchlimur li ncu-comncrs, tickets ofadinission
ivere issiicd, %viticlh lîad ta bc delivered into the hands
oftan afficer nt the outrance of thc area.

It is nat altogetiier unusual ta find, tint bath Ulic
interest -is w-cIl as thie curiasity about olbjects thai.
]lavo liren hying undcr thme bian of revircizon suifer con-
siderable diminution w-bcn Ltme restrcionm is removcd.
]3ut tiis lias beca in no uu-îsc the cnse mn the prescrnt
instwimcc. One ana theo othier feeling of interesi. cou-
tinued toi dcepon evcry stop you took, and tmis ivas

strengthoned stili further by thc soîîse of the past his-
tory, and tie future Iprusîiuctt ut tlhc plate, whicb,
notwitlîstandiîîg its precrint degraded positions sall
unie day be estittilisticd in the to> ot the miuatain, auJ
exaltedl above the ills.

Our way on onteriîîg ýlxe arenrkday across a boit of
turfy groîîîîd, betu oeil tiîree aîxdI futur huîxndred yards
ini widtlî, %vitl a trec iîorc and tîxere, enviroîîissg al
round the clou atei plattorin on %%ilîi the fanîous
inosque of Ornar, or, as it is more îîroperly called, the
niosque of the El Sakhavnlî, wlîicli is bolieved to
occupy the site of the temple, is situateil. On our
reaelîiug the stair by %ui %% e lîad to ascend tho said
fflattorîli, %ve iucre ordered to put off our siioes, as
the grouind on -wieh we wcre aijotuý to cnter, ne
were reîiîîided, -sas estceîued holy gruu:d;- this waa
tie solo and oiily niark of reverece uvhicli the plate
extorted, or uvilîi the cruu J of Christian visitors
were wligto bestoiw.

The prelimnary uxeasure relgtingr to puttitig off
our simocs thus being talion, ive asccnded the sala
platformn by the stair, consistitig of twveîîty-fouir
stops; the upper stop ofwlîich uvas sî>anned over by
four lofty triumnphal kind of arches, joinissg one toi
another, froin whience vou obtained a niost lively pic-
titrc of tie whoie. Thie platform itself is a square of
soute thirce or four thousand foot in dimensions, and
pcrfoctly even, and is pavcd ivith large slabs of coin-
paict niative liniestone, ail uvorn smuutlî and polishied
Iîy tiufe; aided, nxost likely, by the feel of those
thousands of the bouse of Israei who usod aforetime
to corne up lîlîher to thoe snlemnu féasts.

On the centre of the iilforni, which is slighitly
elevatodl ahove the rcst, swod the loride of the Mahio-
metain world, the niagnificent nîosqîîc of the Saklîavah,
wliose polislied marbie w-ais, set ini variegated frame-
wvorks, and beautifuly staiuîed glass ivïiîdois of va-
ried colors, rcflected innumerable rays of liglit on the
p lolishoed marbie pavement, by ivliichi the foremost
grotind of tbo inosque nits covcred. Even the Iiiei-
aîîcholy si-ght of the celcbr.tted inscription in the
Arabie characters. wlîicli etucirdes the baso of the
donie, evirscing Ilmat 'Il th place of our sanzctiarye," uvas
in the liands of aliens, did nut detract ougit from the
generai efFect, and interest iw hicli tie siglit auvakened
ini the brenst.

WVîth feelings somowvhat tigeà viti xaeiancholy
admiration, w-e cntercd îvitli the walls of the Sak-
lia. jali, wvlîero one natur-tlly desired, but in vain for a
quiet corner uvhero hoe could have escaped for a fouv
momeonts the restiess bustie of an inquisitirc crowrd.
The current of examuple dragged one, in spite of onie-
seif, ta mnatters whlich at bcst lie nt the surface; and
in conpany with the others, one uvas abliged to busy
onosoîf w-ah thomu ia inspectimig the marbie pillars;
recountinlg, admiring, and remarking on tie hoauty
of the stainedl glass wvindows; on the taste dispiaved
sa the gilding of the pas-ellcdl ceiflngs, with he doli-
cacy of the carvcd work of thie iofty pulpits, willh Uhc
stiarlpucss of the angles of the pentaugonal forai of
the building, uvlîicb last is as pcrfcct witliin as il is
ivitbot; and anan one uvas calcd upon tai interpret
the grave nonoese of a Mahaminetan guide, about fihe
vencratied ana iliarveilous abjects which the place
cinbraces iitin its wide and sacrcd bosomu commcaco-
ing w-tOi the stispended rock under thc centre of the

doine, nd closing w-lUi tho lacked up marble siab,
I viehi Iaves the united impression of the angel

Gabrici's foot and Mabornets's band.
Ia the midst of thec frivolties, sompthingaoccurred

w-hidli tended to arrest the attention ai xnany, if not
af ail. A dervish, w-ho scemced to )lave bec»s ncg-
lected froni being secured under lock ana key, at the
timo w-heu the rest of bis order woe ordered tai bc so


