
CHURCH WORK.

MINIMIZLNG TUIE FAITIU.

CANON IIDDON, in a recent son-
mon at Oxford, has soîne good
ivords upon the pûpular tendency
basuin gmn Christians, on the

bssof negration. Our "Icommon
Christianity" 'would do well to read,
mark, and inwvardly digest the fol-

There is a vague but croditablo
dlesire for followship in religions
sentiment which, belongsre to our
day, in religrious sentiments rather
than in religions trut.h. This dlesine
for religriouts fellowship is rnost
Christian in its origin, and it is
aided by the great facilities for in-
tercommnunion wvhich our modern
life lias creaLed. But when it ho-
comes practical, what is it that fre-
quenitly happens ? The smallost of
several coüiperating creeds becomes
oirnecessity the basis of the codp-
ejýtion. Its mnutilated and impov-
erishod form is assumed, with what-
ever amount of hardihood, to con-
tain the whole substance of revela-
tion, to be what wo cal1, with a
strange indifféeonce to its variable
and ever shiftingy area, "cour comi-
mon Christianity." As each appli-
cant for admission to the alliance
cornes, bringting with hirn a smaller
and yet smaller creed, the pnocoss
of mininizing necessarily goos for-
ivard, and in the end it seems to ho
supposed that a service is somehow
rendored, at once to Christ our
lord, and to, Christians, if a Chnis-
t*an religrion eau ha shown to cover
yery, very littie ground indeed.
And thus nien have corne to
substituts for the Apostolic in-
jngiction, "Therefore, leaving the
firat principles of the doctrine of
Christ, let us go on to perfection,"
the modern exhortation, "'There-

fore, leavingc the Creeds of the Apos-
tolie. ChuIrcl, let us do whvlat we
rnay to reduice the Christian faith to
a wvorking minimum." Everythingc
is discarded on which, there have
been difficulties. Men retain ouly
that on w'hich for a moment they
a gree, and so they tell us somietimes
that the character of GOD and the
character of Christ are the only per-
manent elenients in Christianity.
l3ut surely such a Christianity as
this, if it can bc accepted as menit-
ingy the nanie, is, in reality, open to
at least as many critical objections
as the langrer Creeds which it is
meant to supersede. Who does riot
see that our Lord's human charac-
ter can only 1-e described as perfect,
if His right to draw the attention of
men in terlis which befit only a
super-huinan person, ho frankly
concedodl' Who doos not kçnow
that the existence of a moral GOD,
the Maker and iRuler of this uni-
verso, is more cloarly and forcibly
contosted by a large class of in-
fluential writors, than any subordi-
nate or derivod. truths -%vhatever-
that whatever may hiave beon the
case in the last century, atheism is
even more earnest in rejocting, in
our own day, the specific doctrines
andi the Creod which, comes from,
Josus Christ? Surely, then, bre-
thren, it is our wisdom, as Chris-
tian beliovers, whilo the day of life
lasts, to make the most, and not the
least, of S*uch roligious truths as wve
know.

AN important Germait work is
gDoingy on in various towns in Con-
necticut, undor the charge. of I<ev.
J, Rockstrah, formenly a Luthoran
minister. H1e 'will soon prosent
20 candidlates for Confirmation.
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