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SRCOND SABBATIL

Sunsect :—First visit of Moses to Pha-
roak, Exodus v. 10.

V 1.—Moses and Aaron stand before the
King as representatives of their nation.—
‘They were acquainted with court foxms and
rules, and knew when and how to approach
the King. Zord Gud of Isracl: this ex-
Qression occurs here for the first time. i
Name is a tower-of defence to o nation.

V. 3.—Pnblic worship had been neglected
by the Israclites for many vears. They
asked the King to give them time to dis-
charge their duty to God. They did not
tell him of their intention to leave the coun-
try. They tried his temper by a mild re-
quest at first. They said only what God
had put in their mouths (sec chap. 3: 12,18
and this legalizes what they said while it
wives no sanction to the general habit of
dissimulation.

V. 4.—“Lct” here meauns Linder, prevent.
The King treated them as demagugnes,
disturbers of the peace.  The Israelites were
his slaves and he was resolved not to give
them religions liberty lest 1t should lead to
civil liberty.

V. 5—DBurdens—hard work. V. 6.—
Task-masters ; Egyptians who were over
them: officers, Hebrews who werc over the
slaves but under the tash-masters.

V. 5.—Bricks were made in Favpt by
muxing chopped straw with clay and drying
them in the sun. Tlus was the work at
which the Hebrews were employed.  They
still lived in Goshen, but vast numbers of
their able-budied men were pressed in alter-
nate gangs to do this work. ~Arabs and pea-
sants are still subject to forced ladour of this
surt in Egypt. How could they * pather
straw for themselves?” The Egyptian
reapers cut off the car of the com and left
the stalk standing. It nas these stalks that
the brick makers had to gather for their
bricks,

V. 8.—Tale—number, lot, appointed
quantity. Milton uses the word in tins
sense . ** While cach shepherd tells lns tale,
Under the hawthorn in the dale.”

V. 14.—* Theofficers were heaten ;™ these
were the Hebrew officers who were cach re-
sponsible for a gang of Inhouress. As the
nearest fields were bared of stubble the pe
ple wonld have to travel farther and farth
for it, in the hot sun, and thus they could
not make the usual “tele’ of bricks.” Beat-
ing is still commmon in the East. Thestick
was the favourite instrument of government
in Egyptas itisnow in China. The person
}o be beaten is gencrally taken in hand by

Lve.
hold Liia down, wiale the
stick.

fifth plies the

.

He is laid flat on the ground.  Four 4

Vv. 20-23.—The interference of Moses
thus led to increased trouble‘at first. Bus
the darkest hour is before the dawn.

Tessoxs.

1. We should boldly deliver the message
with*which God entrusts us, v. 1.

2. Iznorance of the nature, the grace
ant love of the Lord leads to the most fear-
ful sins. Sinners disobey God, and insult
Him just because ““ they know not what
they do,” v. 2.

3. Itis aduty of the first importance
to worship God. But Satan, who holds
sinners in bitter bondage, will make their
tasks more trying when they first begin to
chafe in his fetters e will sct them to
make * bricks without straw.” This * brick-
making” he will try to persuade them, is
far more important than the service of God.

4. The yoke of Satan is greatly more
dreadful than that of Pharaoh, and heis
harder of heart than that cruel king. Let
us not cry to him to let us go, but let us
follow €hrist to the land of true liberty.—
“He is afreeman whom the truth makes
free, and all are slaves beside.” -

5. When you fiel the yohe of Satan
heaviest then there is most hope of deliver-
ance.

6. Let us not be impatient, like Moses
(v. 22, 23) when the Lord does not give
instant answers to our prayers. IHeis ever
watchful over His people.

DocTRINE.

The wicked hate the righteous, John xv.
19. 2 Peterii. 8. Ps. Ixix. 4.
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Presbytery of P. E. Island.

‘This Preshytery met on Tuesday the 23
inst., in the Free Church, Charlottetown —
‘There were preseut Rev, Messrs. Crawford,
Modexator, Campbell, Allan, I Murray,
Munro, Sut?xcrlaud. Fraser, McNeill, Laird,
Ross, ¥rame, Falconer, J. D. Murray, Mac-
Dougall and D. W. Cameron, Ministers;
and Messrs Robertson, John Clark and W.
H. Hyde, Elders. The Rev. dlr. Roddick,
of West Iuver, Pictou, and Rev. Mr. Simp-
son of the Halifax Presbytery,being present,
were invited to seats as corresponding mem-
bers, After the reading and sustaimng of
the minutes of last sederunt, the Presbytery
proceeded to a consideration of the matter,
regarding which the Rev. Mr. Crawford and
| his sesston were cited to appear at this meet-

ing, when the Moderator being an interested




