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by thouglit as age, in the liighi chce!k-boncs
and iron-grey beard ,tle well-kniovn features
of tue old Bambec, Lalla. But lus oe, tîsu-

""lY east down or sliooting out pierving
glances of iniquiring ttoxiglit, wvas 110w liter-
allv rolling in. dIclighit. Folding bis hands,
and bending loiv, white bis voice quivcrcd
witb joyful emiotion, iii bis own poeulier pa-
tois i;e signifled tlue great satisfaction the ser-
vices luad givCii hîim. For iiearly tliree
montus lic, bad attcnded daily on our iniis-
trations, amid innicb liglit lua(l foîînd uts way
into luis mind ; but stili lie clucrishcd grave
suspicions tlîat tue Chîristian rite of baptism
mnust have somethuig in it akin to the mys-
tic an(l profane initiatory formulas of ilue
Sauts. 1-ence lie resolved toble present and
narroý%yly watch. the ceremiony. Chintn
Ram, wlio huad kept bis cye on liim, tol(l me
tlîat Lalla's glance neyer ccuused to rest on
me, watlimug niy every motiomi, as he iay
Coiied up close at mny feet, with no sigmi of
life in luini exccpt tlbc long protruding nec-k
aud flashing, ove. Wheui it camne to the
opninkiing of the watcr lie lîad rie~n to, lis
feet as if' drawn uI) la sonie inagnetie force,
and pushing forward bis luead until witbii a
few inclues 'of mine, lie liad svanmied wvitlu in-
tense cagerness every iluovement of iîand
and lil, and earcfully noted every 'vord I
uttered. Tliese vox-ds o? lus-' a bat gliani
acluchi liai' (tluis is a most excellent tluing)
gave vent to the bursting feelings of his lueart
and to lus tluorongh conviction nowv that
Our relfigion depenided on none of thiose tricks
and mnîmineries ivitiî whici lue liad become
go familia.- through. association witlx tlue or-
gies of the Sants, bunt, in its shm2simpli-
City, attested its origin te be divine.

MUy first acqurimtance with. dus interesting
old inan was formed as follows:-We were
preacliing in the main bazaar oxie evcning,
when I olî)served an old weaver, %vitli grey
beard, but an eye whosc fines age ha(I flot
queuicled, join the crowd. He bore on luis
shouilder the wvarp of a web, just as 1 luail
seen many a weaver on thîestrcets ofmyn own
town of Dunferiine standing to listen to
a preachiing politician. His wliole personal
appearance too, apant froua the singularity
of bis dness, torcibly rcmninded une of oid men
1 hal K-nown at honme. So truc is it that a
common tu-mie or profession staînps a coin-
mon impress even on widciy different raccs
of men. As lie stood and listened, he kept
hitciuing up his web, or moving it froua
shoulden to shouler, as they successively
became w-eary of the weiglut. At lest,
stretchinug out liis riglut hiand, and raising
the forefiuuger in a ivay peculiar to liim, lue
calied my attention h a loud'1 dekho!? (look
hore,,) and then hegaix to ask several ques-
tions very pertinent to the subjeet ofmny ad-
dress. I answered bis questions apparently
to bis satisfaction ; and as darkness wvas fast
faliing, I invited him te corne to the buinga-

low next morning at 10 o'clock, whcen he
Iwouild hear more about the way of .ýalvation
I lied pointed out. lie promiscd, and the
ieeing brokec up.

1 liad received so manyv unftilfilcd prom-
ises of the same kind, tliat I had almnost for-
gotten it, wvhen, 1 )unctlial tothe hour, Lalla
made his ap1 pearance, ani took lus scat lium-
bly among thieservants. Next (lay lie egain
appcare(l, an(l aftcr wvorship folio,. î nie in-
to rny room. 13ending low at mv feet, he
presented m1e with two balves of cocuoa-nut
kernel, the usual offering presented to a Gu-
ru fromn one who b)ecomes bis dlisciple ; and
lthiongb, 1 d isclaimd axîy titie to such Nvor-

ship as they are in the habit of' paying to
tixeir religions teachers, lie coulîl scarceiy l>e
restrained. To this day, wh-lcn leaving my
l)reseII(e, lie alwavs backs out to the door
wvith. as nmnch grace as if he liad served an
apprentiiceship to royal etiquette at a court!1

Thrc înontlis have passe(1 since that mneet-
ing, and poor 01(1 Lalia fias flot becu once
atbsent from. our rnortdng worship, One
morning whien it rained, as in thc tropies
the tca, n no one thoughit of Ieaving

teshelter of a roof tnnlcss from dire noces-
sity, Lalia made bis appearance as tisual at
the bungalow, ani as lie pointcd to bis own
b hody scantily clad with the dhotie, and with
nuls of rain-watcr trickliing doivin through
the turrows of bis naked shjoulders, lie grin-
ned, andl wondered wrli pecople slîould bc
frighitened from the worsliip ot*Godl ly a lit-
tie ramn. Sometimes lie lnings with him
quite a numiier of lus neiglibours Nvith their
wives and chlidren : tc men uîkempilt, un-
shuaven, thrnîminy but thonglitful speci mens
of the wcaver race as one could wisli to sec ;
and the women, tîxckcd out in every rag of
finery tlucy possess, or can borrowv from their
neigfluours, ail to grac the saluib's bunga-
low. I clîerislî the hope -bat in tliisw~e have
the begçiiîîning of a most in'. portant inove-
ment, wii hy tlic blessing, of God, may
issue in clîristianizinig ma-y of fliese poor
Indian weavers. Lalla Iijimuscf is evidci.tly
under the tcachiing of the Spirit; others are
tliouglutfül and inquiriîig; and one Bambee,
wlio can Iiiunself read a littie, lias put him-
self under our pundit for daily instrhuction,
and lias coilected into a sciiood, boys to tho
numiier of eighteen, wlîom bo is most suc-
cessfully initiating into the elements of Hin-
dee.

I could wisli te, note down a number of
Lalla's sayings and reasonings with me, al
lîighly chiaracteristic of lus simple hut deep-
ly thoughtful nature, but for the prescrit
forber. Need I urge the vhiole Çiinrcu to,
continue instant and pcrsevering iii prayer,
that the good wvork Nwhichi lias opened se
hopefully in Ajmere, 911( continues to pro-
gress 80 favourably bere, rnay growv and
spread to the othier stations of the mission,
until jot twos ani threes, but luundreds and
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