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PIGEONS.

Pigeons' Lofts and Matching Pens.

Having selected the kind of birds to be kept, the
first conslderation with a fancicr is to find them suita-
ble accommodation. It scldom occurs, however,
that a room is specially built for pigeons, but
whero there is a choice of locality it is best to select
one with a southerly aspect, as it tends to cicourage
early breeding aud ia more healthy for the birds than
a room cxposed to the cold blasts from the uorth.
A dark room is objectionable, it is not as healthy for
the birds, cspecially if they arc mot suffered to fly
out. In any cstablishment of this kind a good
system of ventilation is of the utmost importance.
Nine-tenths of the diseases which afflict our high.
bred pigeons nrise from their being crowded together
in dark, dirty, ill-ventilated lofts. Cleanliness, too,
is no less an cssential, particulardy if many birds are
kept and not permitted access to the open air. The
loft should be cleaned out daily, and undar no cir-
cumstances should the cung be allowed to accumu-
Inte until it becomes offensive to the smeil  Fresh
gravel, sand or dry carth, shouldbo thickly strewn on
the floor ever day, aud the dung which accumulates
in the nest-boxes and around the nest-paus not suffer-
ed to collect in any quantity. It is necessary in con-
structing a Joft that provision he made against the
ingress of cats, 1ats and other vermin,  Strange cats
are most destructive to pigeons. It is said that
when a cat bas once tasied pigeon, she preiers it to
all other food.  Rats njso are great destroyers of
cggaand yourg birdy, and even attack old bixds :
nmeans should therefore he adopted to prevent their
«limbing to the nests, which may be accomplisiv d by
nailing picces of tin or zine round the wails of the
1oit, 50 as to prevent their cutting thiongh intoat.

Vigeon lofts shoul {, it practicable, be  » asranged
aa to ndmit of being divided, 0 as to cnable the
sepaation of the birds during winter to be jeadily
accomplished,  "This is not sholutely necescary with
the more commmen hardy bicads, asin awell sheliered
room they willgo on brecding uceesfully nine or
ten months cut of the tndve; but with the more
artificial and dddicate higliede s varietics, it is uscless
to nitempt to 1car the young Guring the cold months
of the year, and thercfore it is desirable 10 separate

the scxes after moulling time, or the auvlumn,  This
i3 most readily done by dividing the loft. 1f ihe

birds are flown, the loft should he =0 arranged that
the cocks and hens can Ve let out separately, and
they may be given their liberty on alternate days.
Next in importance to be considered, is the proper
arrangement of breeding places or nesting hoxes.
These aro of two kinds—shelves placed against tho
wall or placed on the floor—if the rooms are crowd-
¢ shelves may be placed round the walls, and the
apacen between them divided by upright divisions,

lace:d about three feet apart, so as to form pens or
hreeding-places for the different pairs of birds.  And
if pouters are kept, the difference between the shelves
should not be less than cighteen inches; but for the
smaller varicties, a foot or fiftecn inches will suffice.
The cnds of each pen should be boarded so that the
centre only is open. When lofts are sufficientl
spacious, ncst-boxes may be placed on the floor an
are much more convenient, there is then no danger
of the young oncs falling out of their nests. When
nests are placed on the floor, breeding boxes for the
concealment of them are very desirable, they should
be made without bottoms, 80 as to be merely covers
to alip over the nests.

We have now to consider the best kind of nests to
be used. Round flat saucers are considered the best,
aund may be made at any brick or tile yard. In size,
theso pans should vary with that of the different
breeds ; for small birds as tumblers, seven or eight
inches in diameter is quite sufficient ; but for pouters,
ten inches is not too great. These pans should be
made heavy so that they arc not likely to be overset
by the old birds restingon the edge. In dampor
cold weather, or when the nestlings are very young, a
bandful of saw dust or hran speedily absorbs all

moisture, and the nest hecomes dry and wholesome.
To keep the cggs warm, alittlesoft hay, or cut straw,
bran or saw dust should be placed within them. Un-
like fowls, pigeons arc not dusting birde, hut, on the
contrary, they cleanse themselves by washing ; they
arc fond of lying down in shallow pools of water, ex-
pauding their wings, looscning the arrangement of
the feathers, and then when the plumage is well nigh
saturated, they give a vigorous shake, and the water
atonce hecomes quite white and milky, with the
scurf thrown off from the skin of the bird. Shallow
pans of water should thercforc be placed in their
lofts, 30 that they may indulge in this *)!eusuro when
desirable. Pigeons are very thirsty birds, a nu_pFly
of drinking water, nhould‘tlxcfeforc I.¢ always within
their reach, especiallyso witen the young are heing fed,
as after picking up a cropful of corn, the old bird has
to take o co%ions draft ot water heforo it can disgorge
it into the throat of the young, and too much stress
cannot be Iaic on the fact thal a supply of pure, clear
drinking waber, is absolutely cssential to the licalth
of the Dirds, an ordinary urinking fountain is the
hest, if 8o constructed that the birdl cannot atep into
it, and render the water filthy. Pigeons have a great
fondness for salt, a natural instinct which should he
indulged. Some fanciers nail a picce of codfish mear
some convenicnt perch, 8o that they can supply them-
selves whenever desired.  Others ficep lumpa of rock
salt in vessels for the same purpose. A very neces-
eary appendage to a loft is a mating or matehing up
cage.  In order to breed birds of any desired proper-
tics, it i3 requisite that the parents should he matehed
together, according to the judgment of the owner,
and for this purpose all that is meecssary is to place
them in a mating cage for a few days. For this pur-
pose an ordinary pen or cage with an open wire par-
tition separating the two birds will do, the cock is
placad Gt ene side, the hien heis desived to pair with,
on the uther, They should he placed out of sight of
the othier binds, when the cock will soen ‘meke
advanced {owards the hen.  The partition may then
be withdrawn, and the birds allowed to go together.
When the cock is observed calling the hien {o nest,

they may be considered as paired, and they then can
safcly be returned to the loft. The length of time
neecssary for pairing, depends much on circumstances
—pigeons at t.anes, are more anxious {0 mate thau at
othcr tiznes, and when Lhis is the case they will mate
soonter.  Care should be taken that teo many cocks
be nof allowed in the same loft, as odd cocks are con-
tinually persceuting the heng that are mated, and
driving them off their cggs, thuy causing much tight-
ing and turmoil. A cock shonld never re ailewed to
become master of two pens, for he will never rest
until Lo has driven the other pair from their nest,
and demolished their eggs ov killed theivyoung, n
such cases it is better to transfer him {0 another loft,
and in re-mating the birds which iy sometimes (. sir-
able, if possible, the cock thould get the sume lubit-
ation ; i{ not he will master two pens. Iens when
thoroughly mated, will follow their cocks, the same
carc with them isnot necessary. When hens are
near laying, the cock manifests great anxiety and will
continually drive his mate from place to place, till
she goes on her neat.  Sometimes he is too violent in
his attention, it is best then to keep him penned unt't
after the hen has laid her cggs. At this time hens
are observed to sit with their feathers upas if uuwell,
and protuberance is often scen on the rump, with the
tail (Ymo sing A hen usually lays her cggs, skipping
one day hetween the first and tite second, after the
sccond cgg i3 laid, incubation commences, and after
the seventeenth day the egy will be chipped and
hatched Pigeons require chleareousamatter to furnish
the materials of the egg shell, and for this purpose a
quantityof old mortar rubbish should he placed within
easy reach of the birds. If this is not acccasible,
oyster ahbells burnt, so as to render them britile,
powdcred up and mixed with o little salt is very
good. \When pigeonsare not flown, but kepb con-
tinnally confined or cnclosed m aviary, much_care
muat he exercised in the choice of their food.  Peas,
barley, wheat screenings, and crushed Indian corn
are very good. A quantity of green vegetables i ~lso
necessary to their well-being,
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An Erroneous Ides.

Mauy beginness in the business of raising fine fowls
start out with the mistaken idea that they must have
the so-called “exhibition hirds” among pure-brecds,
in order to accomplish anything like matisfactory
results; and that having sccured such birds, they
will, on the principle that “‘like begets like,” o able
to turn out; exhibition fowls in unlimited numbers.

No greater mistake could be made, and the tyro
who is so unfortunate as to start out with such ex-.
pectations is doomed to certain disappointment. Is
a large number of cases, cxhibition birds do not
prove successful as breeders, they arenotso mated
a8 to produce the best results, and are not such birds
probably, as their breeler would have selected for
his own use. Of the hundreds of trios of prize birds
sold annually al our exhibitions, we don’t think tem
per cent. of them ever produce chicks as good s
themsclves; and it is from this cause that many of
the complaints arise.  Young, hopeful and ambitious
beginners purchase thesc fowls, and with the first
scason’s hreeding discover that a large proportion of
their produce arc very ordinary birds, and im.
mediately condemn the strain of blood as poor; for-
getting the fact that the binds they pnrchased were
the choicest trio of a hundred, perhaps, and could not
reasonably be expeeted to produce a Iarge number of
young equal to themselvey,

"The surest and most satisfactory way for a beginner
i3, to visit some yard where his favorite hreed are
kept. and see for himseli just how they aver je.
Then by sclecting good, vigerous, healthy binds, alove
the welium quality, ke can by mating them so as {9
countaract any wrony tendency observable dn the
stolk from which ihey sptung, produce o stock of
fonls which with £ wd management will improve from
year to year under kiz hands, and prove a sowrecof
constant satisfaction.- - Love Steck Jourand,

Tl Diet of Fowls,

The ditt of gallinaceous birds, when ticy mcia o
wild slate, centaits o large propartion of highly
seasoned or aromwitic substances.  The buds and
berries plucked in the forest are generally spicy, or
well flavored with houguet, orare peppery or pungeat.
Hence the peenliar game flavor possessed, ay every
cpicure kunows, b;g the flesh of wild animals. OQur
cultivated grains have a delicious aroma, as proved
by newly popped corn, or the fragrance of aloaf fresh
{rom the oven. The flavor of wheat Lclongs more
especially to the portion of the kernel nearest the
hull, one reason for the popularity of Graham flour.
The flavoring yprinciple in articles of food, such as
fruits, nuts, grains or other seeds, consiats in a pecu.
liar volatile oil. Now, aroms, bouquet, flavor, or
whatever we choose to call it, in food, possesses
almost universally o tonic or stimulating property,
It gives zest to the appetite and aids digestion. To
apply these remarks to the diet of fowls ; though
grain is aromatic, it is but slightly so, compared with
the intensely scasoned foreat fare of tho partridge,
wild turkey, or the parent of our domestic fowl, the
wild junglehen of India. To restore the lost balance,
therefore, between the nutritive and stimulating pro-
perties of the food of our poultry, alittle cayenne
pepper, ground mustard or ginger may be added to
their meal, dough, mlk, or mashed potatocs, with
decided benefit to their health and profificnese.

As to cleauliness of henneries, we recommend great
care in summer. Carbolic acid dissolved in water
should besprinkied over tho wood work of the insides,
and a Jittle added to the whitewash, which should be
used cacl season.  The nest material should be often
changed, that being speclally liable to be foul when
the birds are confined. Regularity of food, with
plenty of pure wa)er an:lsharp gravel ofvonrscmnsk
not he overlooked.
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