
TUE BUllNING OF TUE BULL.

He lad now beenî engaged in the of a much more dangerous tendency:
contest upwards of three vears. He but Luther was firm. Not only so;
began, as the reader is aware, by op- freslh discoveries were made, as lie
posing Indulgences, and at first meant dr ily read the word of the Lord by
iothing more, for at that time the Heaven's own light, and meekly re-
Pope was the object of his dee-pest ceived its teachings. These dis-
reverence,nor would lie have believed coveries (for suci they were, both to
it right to disobey his comnmands, or hiii and to ti rld at large, be-
withstand his power. Leo X., as lie cause the truth IId been lidden for
supposed, was ill-informed and de- ages) were immediately announced,
ceived, and would rectify abuses as and of necessity the breachi was
soon as they were clearly proved to widened more and more. At length
exist. That illusion was quickly dis- Pope Leo X. was fully roused to ac-
pelled. The Pope hated reform as tion. Justly fearing the corsequîences
heartily as any of his predecessors; of Luther's proceedings, lie deter-
he wanted money, and he cared not nined to crnislh him at once. A Bull
by what means it was obtained. was issued, Juie 13, 1520, condemn-
Lutier became more eniligtened. ing forty-one propositions, said to be
Popery appeared to lim as one i:eat drawn from the writings of the Refor-
abuse, vlich nust be utterly 4Vt mer, He had made suchi declarations
awyy, to be replaced by a Mew as these:--That the Pope is not the
emlesiastical creation, conformed to Vicar of Christ on earth ; that indul-
the original pattern. As soon as le gences are inefficacious; that purga-
perceived tlis, lie shaped his course tory cannot be proved from Scrip-
accordingly, taking mensures to pro- t 'e; that a new life is the best
duce similar convictions in the rhinds p Ynance; that the Pope has no power
of others. to decree articles of faith; and, thiat

Wlhat he learned lue taught as soon it is contrary to the will of God to
as lie had learned it. Judiciously born hereties. For these and similar
availing himself of the press, his assertions lie was condemned; his
thoughts were emnbodied in short, books were ordered to Ie burnt; lie,
plain, pithy tracts, and scattered himself, was cited to Rome, on pain
among the people by thousands, in- of being excommrnicated if lie did
structing and convincing men in the not appear within sixty days; and all
most effectua] manner. His vigorous secular powers were in that case en-
conceptions being clothed in a re- joined to seize and imprison him, that
markably happy and popular style, lie miglht be dealt with as his alleged
whatever le wrote was read with crimes deserved. A special agent,
great avidity, and his words were John Eckius, who lad quailed before
truly c winged wo-,ds," for they flew him in argument, and was on that ac-
swiftly through Europe, awakening counrt deeply embittered against him,
the slumberers, confirming the weak, vas despatched to Germany to pub-
and comforting the distressed. 1 lishi and circulate the Bull, and se2ure

Powerful efforts were madeto check obedience to it. Aleanider discharg-
the progress of the iew movement, ed the same duty in the Netherlands.
and bring about a reaction in favour of 1 As lie proceeded from city to city,
Rome. Papal envoys were employed, the writings of Luther were collected
by whose influence it was hoped that and burnt; nor would the Legate
the Reformer mighut he induced to re- have lesitated to burin the Reformer
trace his steps; first, Cajetan, who iiiself if lie lad been in his power.
stormed and threateed-and then, But lie -abode under the sliadow of
Mýiltitz, whose soothing flattery was the Almighuty."
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