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THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN,

From ¢ LiTURGICA,” by the Rev. Jobn Ayre.

EXPEDIENCY OF FORMS OF WORSHIP.

¢ Let all things,” says the Apostle, ¢“be done
decently, and in order.” To render divine wor-
ship orderly, it is needful that, in every congre-
gotion, sBome one person be the spokesman of the
whole, in whose addresses to the Deity all the
assembly may join, with one hesrt and one mind.
For if each man were at liberty to form his own peti-
tions, it would generate irrepressible confusions ; it
would break that, which should have been one united
act of public worship, into numberless insulated acts
of private prayer; it would frustrate the purpose of the
assembling of ourselves together, and rendet vain the
promisa of the Lord, “If two of you shall agree on
earth as touching any thinz that they shall ask, it shall
he Jdone for them of my Father which is in heaven.
It is clear then that the freedom of public prayer is
to be so far restrained, that the congregation must be
content to pray in the words, and at the dictation, of
another. The question, which now arises, is, whether
the minister shsll offer & precompoced address, or
pour forth his own unwritten, unpremeditated thoughts?
which is best adapted to'give glory to God, and to
cherigh a devotional spirit in man ?

The principal, in fuct almost the sole, argument
against a form of prayer is, that it must needs be ge-
meral ; that it cannot bend to the peculiar and special
wants of times and seasons, and must therefore often
be either defeciive, or unsuited to the occasion. But
this objection is invalidated iv few words, Public
prayer must be general; its very end is to confess
comman sins, o supplicate common mercies, to offer
up the praises of a whole congregation, .for the gifis
bestowed upon the Church at large. He that will des-
cend to very winute particulars, must * enter into his
closet, and shut his daor, and* there ‘¢ pray to his Fa-
ther who seeth in secret.” Itisin thesilence of retire-
ment, that personal sins must be acknowledged, and
private blessings gratefully remembered. If you would
upite a multitude, it must be upon the broad foundation
of that wherein they all agree; you must not put into
their mouths a confession of sins to which they cannot
all plead guilty, or a petition for mercies they do not
all require, ora thanksgiving for gifts they may not have
all received. And asto the unbending rigour of a pre-
acript form, which suits not itself to times and seasons,
are not our wants always, in general, the same ? Is
there a time when we have it not to say, we are *‘ mi-
serable sinners,” with ‘“ no health in us?’ when we
have not to supplicate ‘ spare thy people, good Lord.
whom thou bast redeemed with thy most precious
blood ?”” when we have not to offer our * most hearty
thanks” “ for creation, preservation, and all the bless-
ings of this life,” snd for  inestimable love in the
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ
when we ought not to make ¢ intercessions for kings,
aud Jor all that are inauthority,” and ¢ for all men ?”
The grand materials, if I may sospeak, of worship,
do not vary, as long as we are in thie same world, sub-
jeet to the same passions acd infirmities, opposed by
the same enemies, with the samemerciful Fatberready
in Christ Jesus to supply our need: the great mate-
risls of worship eannot  vary, (ill faith shall end in
vision, and hope be lost in enjoyment, and the church,
militant no longer, shall be radiant with the splendid
glories of the new Jerusalem. And as to particular
emergencies, it is easy to provide those prayers and
thanksgiving, which are suited tothe time, and to leave
them to be used or not, as occasion may require. The
specialties of famine, drought, pestilence, war, may
be foreseen, and prepared for: and if new and un-
thought-of conjunctures occur, why should not, (as
our practice ever has been) particular and seasonable
forms be at the time composed, imploring the boon
which is then most needful,or ascribing to the Lord
the honour of that blessing for which we are then most
Joyful ?

Having disposed of these objections, we may proper-
ly advance to the more immediate inquiry, Why the
church of England hath deemed it fitting to enjoin a
precomposed form of prayer ? Because she conceives
that.the united wisdom and piety of many, matured
by attentive deliberation, are more likely to order s
service acceplable to God, and useful to the congre-
gation,than the spontaneous espirations of any indivi-

dual, howhever great his talents, hewever deep bis]
devotion. For though God has promised to be with{ It has seldom fallen to our lot to record a death
his people, more especially his ministering servants,imore deeply or more generally lamented than that

and to be to them * a mouth, and wisdom, and a door the excellent prelate who forms the subject of this me-
of utterance,” yet such divine assistance was never moir. The name of Bishop Ryder haslorg been assc-
intended to supersede the necessity of diligeut exer- ciated in the minds of good men of every denoming*
tion. God works by means, and not without them;! tion, both at home and abroad, with the eause of vi-
he has given us faculties and natural endowments to tal picty, and the best interests of the Church of Eng-
employ for him, the careful use of which he may beland; and we doubt not that the regret occasioned by
expected to bless: and therefore all the pains and pre- his removal has been coextensive with the knowledge
paration we can bring, are, on our part, needful, if we|of his personal qualities and of his public efforts intbe
would entertain a reasonable expectation that our *la- service of religion. =
bour shall not be in vain in the Lord.”” Theinjunc-| In that part of the kingdom which formed the
tion to the Apostles not to premeditate, and the pro-'more immediate scene of his labors for the last twelve
mise that in the hour of their necessity it should be|years of his valuable life, the sensation produced by
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given them what they should speak, were plainly, in
times and circumstances in which they stood when'
they were brought before governors and kings, for
their Master’s sake, and cannot without mavifest vio-
lence to our Saviour’s meaning, be made to referto
~rdinary cases. Aud therefore, should we choose to,
throw away all belps, and reject. all preparation, we
should almost universally find, and the rare exceptions,
would only confirm the rule, that such, from the in-
firmity of our nature, is the dispersion of our thougbts, !

the imperfection of devoutest feelings, that rauch that.

is important would be omitted, and much thut is irrele-
vant, be introduced. :

Nor are we to forget the peculiar intent of prayer.
God has ordained it as the channel, through which he
bestows bis favours: mot as though he were hard to,
be prevailed on, or required our supplications tochange
his purpose; but that our hearts, by the confession
of our guilt, may be bowed dowa iv deeper humility ;
by the enumeration of our wants, may more simply
rest upon his mercy ; by the recital of his kindness
may be warmed into a holier fervour of thanksgiving.
In private, we are st liberty to use our discretion,
and to employ the means best suited to our own indi-
vidual temperament; in public, we must consider our
brethren, and pursue that mode which most reasonably
may be thought to contribute to the edification of the
whele. Now I ask, which are most likely to unite
in pious and serious devotion, a mingled multitude,
among whom are many cold and worldly bearts, and
many. captious Criticising spirits,—the raw effusions
of the instant, without order or plan, or those majes-
tic, well-proved prayers, in which holy men of old,
confessors and martyrs, have held near communion
with God, and found him present to relieve their ne-
cessity 2 We must remember also, with whom we
have to do. The volubility of a beggar may often,
by dint of mere importunity, compel our hand to give
that which our judgment would withbold—but God
is not so to be wrought on; the devotion with which
we approach bim, though intense, should be calm ; the
petitions we present, though earnest, must be sober ;
lest puttiug forth, like Uzzah, an unhallowed band up-
on the ark, we receive, not a blessing, but a judg-
ment,

If it be urged that every individual minister might
premeditate and carefully prepare the prayers for his|
flock, as he does his pulpit addresses, we reply, that
these are essentially different. In the pulpit, we have
a wider field to traverse, and the knowledge and
habits of different congregations require different
modes of instruction,—-we have ¢ milk for babes,”

their literal import, applicable only to the peculiar':

lis death Las been of no ordinary kind : it may be
truly said that this event, unlooked for beyond the cif-
cle of his private friends, has clothed a diocese 10
mourning; and fhe grief hes been as real as the de-
moustrations of it tave been universal. Had public
testimonies been wanting to vindicate the estimatiod
in which he was held, the gorrow and the tears of mul~
titudes whom' his kindness hud won, or his chaiities
had relieved, or his justructions had blessed and com=
forted, would have gone up, in secret, as a memor
before Gop—honorable alike to the Giver and the
gift—of the grace bestowed upon His faithful servant.

‘But in this instance, ot least, the public voice ha¥

vot represented only, but erpressed, the private feel-
ing; nnd the solemni'ies which struck the ear or met
the eye, were not the formal announcement merely

the decease of a high ecclesiastical functiorary, but
the utteraniee of a sentiment which filled all heatts,
‘¢ that the Church had lost one of the test of bishops,
and the clergy and their congregations trvly a “ fa-
ther in Gon.”” Hence, not in the cathedral city a-

‘lone of the diocese, as is customary on such occasions,

but in many of the principal towns, and even in som@
of the country villages the tolling of bells on the day
of interment, till a late hour of the night, solemnized
his obsequies; and on the Sunday following the church=
es and chapels were buog in black; funeral sermon®
were preached very generally throughout the dioceses
and not only the clergy and their families, but ma-
ay also of the laity, put on mourning. - To perpeta~
ate, by some public record, the name of so reverec
a bishop, subscriptions were immediately set on foct
for erecting & haodsome morument to his memory 10
Lichfield Cathedral; and togéther with this—as a me-
morial sti!l more appropriate, as many thought, of hi¢
Lordship’s pastoral character and useful labore —19
buildiog a ehurch in a populous suburb of Birming*
bam, to be called after his name. A
He died at Hastings, on Thursday, the Slst-‘*of
March, after an illness whichi, though there is resso#
to think it had silently been undetmining his constitu”
tion for the last two or three years of bis life, bed not
assumed a decidedly serious character till. within &
few montbs of his decease. A total prosfration ‘0!
strength, accompavied with an organic affection of thie
heart, appeared to be the proximate causes of Bid
death.— London Christian Observer. )

CHRISTIAN FIDELITY. ' o

The grest business of the Christian in this world
is to live for etervity—the main objects of this lif®
have reference. to the kingdom of Gop. If our first
coneern be to amass wealth, or to take care of it, {9
secure all the comforts which we desire for ourselves

and ¢‘ strong meat” for thoae that are of xiper years ; —
we are then to come down to minute and individual
detail, that as *‘ fuithful and wise stewards,” we may
divide to every man *bis portion of meat in due sea-
son :”” —whereas in public prayer,as we have seen,we
wust keep more to generalities, and thus bave less va.
riety of subject on which to expatiate. And if each
shepherd might lead his flock by a separate road,where
would be that beautiful and blessed urion in which we
now assemble? It is a delightful thought, that while
we are on our knees, ten thousandother gathered mul.
titudes are kneeling too, and from them sll, one touch-
ing cry sscends to heaven, “ Have mercy upou us
miserable sinuers.” And even if diversity were no
objection, surely ke must be bold who could hope, how-
ever eminent his talents, or high his piety, or clese his
study, to match himself single-handed with men, some
of the ho'iest and the wisest that the world hath seen.
We might easily divine to whom the palm would be as-
signed —but of this more hereafter.

and our femilies, or to gra'ify some other passiod
whose influence may coutrol us, and we give to reli”
gion and the soul only fragments of time and fras?
tions of money, which can be spared without imposing
any degree of corstraint upen ourselves, are we livit
for ourselves or for Gon? Are we not exhausting 1:£¢
in the pursuit of that which is unworthy such deve~
tion? Do we not sacrifice our greater interests fot
the less? How little satiefaction will be felt by u$
when at the close of life we shall be compelled to ré;
view our course, and discover that, although boun!
by tolemn engsgements to ‘“spend and be spent foF
Crnist,” we have devoted our affections, our power$
and all our efforts to secular concerns. We may
have amassed those perishing rirhes which Gop may
'make a curse instead of a blessing to our offspring *
and feel that for this sordid porticn we haye been tréds
tors fo our Benefactor, and sold cur souls to dvegt s,
How lovely is the following picture of ‘the feelngh
and life of the devoted believeri— - o




