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wants to know how muoh seed of orchard.grass is required
por acro. What a question ? It might as well be asked how
many shot it would take to kill a wild-duck. It all depends
upon circumstanges—in the duck-6aso, on the sizo of thoe shot
and the part where it strikes, in the grassoase, on tho con-
dition and quality of the land. Oun rough, half cultivated
soils four bushels of good seed will not be found too much;
on well-managed, well- manured furms, two and a half or threo
bushels will do. ~ Bush harrow it in with the grain iu spring.
and roll afterwards. If olover is to be sown with it, seven
pounds of red or five ponnds of alsike will be suffieient. I
wish people wonld sow more orchard grass and less timothy.

BriTisE oror PROSPEOTS —The Mark Lane Express,
London, August 29th., contains crop-returns from 385 cor-
respondents, representing every county in England, and seven
ocountics in Wales. Reduced to percentages, their numerical
significance is as follows ;

1883. Wheat. Barley. Quis, Beans. Peas
Over average... 9.1 345 34.0 41.6 22.6
Average..ceceeens s 24.9 39.4 434 38.5 43.9
Under average.. 66.2°  26.1 22.6 . 19.9 28.0

In glancing at the remarks of our correspondents, we are
struck with the frequent ocourrence of,“blighted or mildewed.”
* Blighted "’ mezns defeotive from some caunse or other, such
as imperfeot fructification or development of grain, or des-
truction by 1nscots. Barley is in_many oases said to have
been much lnid and knocked about by storms, and in others,
to be wanting sua to ripen it properly. We fear the quality
will be coarse, as & rule, Tho remarks on oats, beans and
peas are chiefly favourable.

Similar reports from 477 correspondents, representing all
‘parts of Great Britain, appear in the Losdon Farmer of the
same date, and show in percentages the following result :

Wheat. Barley. Oats.
Above average ...... 11.7 382 37.3
Average........ceuus « 2b0 421 36.5
Bolow average...... 63.3 19.7 27.2

The upshot of these .oturns is: that whereas the normal !

average Wwheat yield of England is twenty-cight imperial
bushei per acre the yiele this year will be 26.6 bushels; in
other words, there wil{lbe a defioiency in the English crop of
one and a half bushels, nearly, per acre. Knowiog the Eoglish
tarmsr as T do, and hearing of several who have forty bushels
an acre, 1 am inolined to thivk that wheat will be quite an
average. (1)

Jvrseys.—Is the Jersey furor all over already? At Mr.
Ross' sale in Indiana de Broeq’s Glory, for which $1,000
bad been refused, fetched $90! _Silvia’s Gilderay sold for
§40, Mr. Ross haviog paid 8125 for her: Longuview
Signal, a handy and convenient name for & ball, for which
an offer of 8400 had been rejeoted with scorn, went for 3190 ;
Angel Chief, cost $200 in Philadelphia, and fetohod £55
i.e Broeq's Prince (comg, that's reasonable,) brought in §70,
8200 having been refused. Lastly, Cheneva, for which
cow Mr C. Easthope of Ohio is said to have been willing to
pay $1500, sold for less than one-half, $700 !

NiTRoGEN.—S8ir John Lawes and Dr. Gilbert have pub-
lishéd a pamphlet of 60 pages containing an accouut of the
examination of some of the experimental plets at Rothamsted,

(1) More recent naws confirms me in my opinion. Thecrop is deci-
dedly an average, and the weather for getting it in is superb. Poor
follows, the farr re have a torn at last, and | am glad of it. There
will not be-more than 139,000,000 bushela of foreign wheat wanted
10 supply the consumption.

and on the boariog of the rosults on w.- , :stion of tho

sources of tho nitrogen of our orops. The cssay . - vestion
was read at the meocting of tho American Association o
advangement of Science in Moutreal, last year, The ..

riments have beon going on for more than forty years,a.. 4
coormous number of facts have been brought out beariog o
the important question. whence do our cultivated plants
obtain their supplies of nitrogen ? The conolusion arrived at
long ago by tho two paticnt obscrvers, Lawes und Gilbert,
scoms to bo still unaltered. the soil rathor than the atmos-
phere is the source of the nitrogen in plants; and & careful
weighing of the argumcat on the side of thoss who hold that,_.
plants assimilate the freo uitrogen of the air, issaid to
afford no conolusive evidence in their fuvour.

Tae Dairy has discovered thut “ cows will eat ripe
tomatoes greedily ! ** No doubt about it, I have seen a cow
take a bar of soap like a pill, and overy one is familiax with
Mark Twain’s comparison of the conccited tenor’s placid
gelf-satisfaotion to a oalf’s contentment in chewing & dish.
cloth. But, for all that I don’t think tho discovery is of
much valuo,

Heaps aNp aanps.—The question whethor a farmor
cultivating more than 150 acres of arable land should work
with his proper hands, or dovote himself entirely to the
supervision of his men, is receiviug a good deal of attention
at the present time in the States as well as in Eungldnd, It
seems that, in the latter country, whereas the firmers of the
southern counties have been torribly injured by the miserable
woather of the past nine years, their brethren.of the north,
especially in the counties of Westmorcland and Cumberland,
have escaped almost scot-free, '

Their comparative prosperity has been attributed to the
custom prevailing in the said distrist of the farmer and his
entire family working with the hired men. To my mind, the
argument is rather 1o need of support, for there are several
reasons why the meat and dairy farms of the North should be
more profitable to their ocoupaunts than the parely arable
farms of the South. Our own family tenants have not suf-
fered a great deal, as they are all chedse-mukers, sud a mo-
derate return of rent has eatisfied them—they employ no
labour, but do all the work themselves, except in hay-time.
But the Rural New Yorker argues the question philospphi-
cally, and comes to the conclusion that no farmer who employs
two teams and four men has any business to meddle with
manual labour.

The farmer must make a difference between his own work
and that of his hired man, or he will sooner or later fail in
body and in busine:s. His man has but ope sabjeot to engross
his attention, the work upon which ho is engaged ; but with
the farmer there are many weighty questions to be considered,
There are the arrangement and timing of his work. There is

‘the subjeot of implements and machinery, of farm improve-

meats, of rotation of orops, and of varieties, all important.
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questions. Then there is the commeroial aspeot of his bnsiness, .,
which he can gertainly not afford to overlook. Ifhededls .
with these subjects wisely, he does well, without putting his .

own hand to the plough. Ie isa
head is not worth more than his han

labor is a true pleasure, It is not” work as a priyilegs, but

work as a duty, that we arc demouncing. The farmer ...

whose mind is so large and whose farm is'so siall that the
care of it is no burden, and who takes delight in moving his

men tho most envible, Blt we all agree that such farmers

are too fow. Wo find maliy more who come tothe ghiady .

soor business-man Whoso. :
8. ' N

There are doubtless farmers to whom moderate manual,’-

Jfortile'soil and his golden grain with his own hands, iaotall ~




