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has bought a rundown furm, that he may start fuir, without
loss of time. In this oase, it is practically so much more
added to tho cost of the farm and has already been discounted
in the selling prico. If the farm wo hovo rcoently bought,
and upon which we shall use some $400 worth of Mr. Bow-
ker's fertilizers this spring, would have produced without
them the crops we expeot to produce with them, we should
very gladly have paid 8500 more for it. As we go on we
shall uso less and less fertilizer, and depend more asd wmare
on thorough tillage, a carcful rotation of crops and homemude
wanure, JIu the cnd, if the farm does not become self-sup-
portit.g, und improve yearly in productivencss,it will be beoauso
the man who runs it does not know his trade us well as ho
ought.—Dr. Hoskins.
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Somé advice about Vegetables.

Don't defer the muking up of your lists of sced -of flowers
or vegetables until the last moment before they are necded.
The scedsmen are then hard pressed and you may have a vex-
atious delay in getting your tecds, at a time when cvery day
counts. It is tho fashion with some writers to sbuse se:ds-
men, and I have scen some statements that lead me t5 con-
clude that the writers who compl.in of being cheated, are
themselves to blame. When a man buys seeds of any sort
which aro offered by partics of no reputation in the trade, at
prices 5o low that reliuble sced cannot be furnished, he has no
one to blame but himself if tho resultisbad. With nearly
all of our garden vegetables the cost of the best seed is insig-
nificent in comparison to the crop, while the saving of a few
pence in prico of sced will usually woke more than as many
dollars loss iu the result, There was a time when market
gardeners were 50 shy of scedsmen that they were afraid to
plant any seed except that of their own growth, always grown
at ap extravagant cost to them, Bat with the wonderful de-
velopment of the seed business in this country, and the great
care used by the scedsmen who have earoed 5 reputation, it
seldom pays for private or commeroial gardensrs to raisc their
own sceds, In fact, with the majority of vegetables the seeds
now oficred by our leading seedsmen arc not only cheaper,
but better and purer thun any that can be grown in limited
gardens,

Taking it for granted then that you are going to buy sceds,
we would like to say a fow words as to what to buy. Of course
experienced gardencrs bave their old favorites of all kinds,
but we are not writing for them, but for those who are seek-
ing information. First then, deal with a reliable house, There
are pow plenty of them all over the country, who will scll you
good sceds at prices they can make a profit on. When any
one offer you sceds at prices much lower than those of the
leading houses in the trade, you will bo wise in pusing him by.
In the scoond place buy the old standard varieties uatil you
. havo tested and proved the new oncs. Don’t find fault with our
entreprisiog seedsmen if all the so ealled novelties do not turn
ont as predioted. The trade competition compels them to
offer the new things which they have nat tested, and all the
advance made in our vegetables is through the activity and
cnergy of sccdsmen 1 hunting up and testing new things,
Many of our best scedsmen nowadays never send out any new
varicty until tested their.own hands, Last summer I wroto
to a leading secdsman friend telling him of a deoided noveity
in vegetables which I had scen in a garden in this neighbor-
hood, and which hud never yet been offered for sale to my
koowledge.

He replied: ¢ 'We bave had it for threo ycars, and havo

now fifty acres growing, in ozder fo send it out in spring of |

1889.” ~ Now he can offer it with the assuraoce thut it is
Just as he describes it. As & result of this extra care we have

of Jato had an unugual number of voveltics that ¢ have come
to stay.” Among the now vegetables that we oan advise our
readers with confidence to use, we note : In bush or snup
bean, we have found the Dwarf Flageolet tho largest and
wnost productivo of the wax sorts. It is a little later than tho
Golden Wax, but its coormous productivencss will make it
tho wax boan for market growers, Several now sclf-blanching
celerios have been offered, but in this olass the White Plume
is still the best. From Bultimore southward the old tall-grow-
ing colery of a good strain will give moro satisfuction than
the dwarf sorts. South of Philadelpbia the early sorts of
Sugar corn ars not worth planting. The old Black Mexican
being the ou.y one of comparative carliness that succceds.
The Egyptian is a large sort, a littlo carlicr than Stowels’s
Evergreen, and is tie best for main orop.

Don’t wasto time and money in planting suoh melons as
the Montreal Market muskmelon, (1) unless yoa are growing
them for a murket whioh takes big melona without regard to
flavor. These big muskmolons are not fit for family use. The
best of all murkmelons now in usc is the comparatively new
sort called * Emerald Sem.” It has many advantages. lst,
It is # deep green color when ripe, and so fools the mclon
thieves. Snd. It has beautiful, thick oranged-colored flesh
of the highest flavor I have ever known. 3rd. It is enor-
mously productive. 4th. It was the only melon here last
summer that survived the incessant rains of August and Sep-
tember last.  If you do not want to be pestered with a vile
perennial weed that will spread all over your furm, don’t in-
vest in tho Uplund Cress. Some of our eastern Maryland
friends have becn spending money and time in vain cfforts to
destroy this weed for tho last twenty-five years or more, so if
you aro free from it, don’t get it.

For twenty-five years past we have had a hobby for new
tomatoes, und have tried nearly all that have been offorcd. A
few sorts stand up like finger-boards through the years and
mark our progress. Tuden, Trophy, Acme, Dwarf Cham-
pion each mark an epoch in tomato culture, with years betweea
thom crowded with new aspirants, Mikado ie big and quite
early, but with us has always been too rough and uncouth.
Dwarf Champion is now the best tomato in all respeots that
we have. We have a fine lot in pots this winter snl fiel
sare that they will do as woll under glass as out doors. The
firat ripe one was cut Christmas day, and the plunts are well
loaded with green fruit.

The Eclipse Beet is far superior in all respeots to the Eqyp-
tian. Tu fact the Egyptian nover had anything to recom-
mend it but its oolor and small top, for the old Bassano was
a bettor table beet by far and just as carly, but ocity people
wanted a dark red bect, and the gurdeners of course gave
them the wortbless Eqyptian, instead of the swect Bassano.
In the cabbage line the old eorts still hold their own, For
family use we always preferred the Winningstadt as a sccond
carly. T faet, it follows t..c Wakefield so closely that Lhave
shipped them the same week. Thero is always « time in Jate
summer when cabbage is soerce, and Foltler’s srunswick fills
the space nioely, Henderson's Succession promises to do the
same and probably a little better.

In lettuce there has been but little advance. The cffort of
late scems to have been to get hot weather lettoces, Inasmuoh
a3 o lettuce is fit to eat grown in hot weather, wo do not
sympathize with the effort, With some brittlo heads of Boslon
Harket beaded in frames and followed by alittle Curled Simp-
son in early spring, we are content to do without: lettuce uu-
til cold weather makes it good again.(2) Among watormelons

143) ‘Thgy are very good though. A.RJ. P
- -{3)-And* the Cos, the only lettuce fit to use as a salad; not
mentioned ! S . - ARIES



