Tne Catholic.

Quod scmper; quod ubiqae; quod ab omnibus.

VOL. L

—— —
SELECTED.
AMICABLE DISCUSSION.
Continued.
LETTER V.

ON THE DOCTRINE TAUGHT BY THHE CHURCH.

Ox reading the proceeding chapter, I anticipate
there may probably have arisen a dfficulty in your
mip® Howcanwe be certain, will you have
saii, that-such or such a doctrineis truly of apos-
tolic tradition, that such an article, sufficient traces
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may cnablo us altogether with cerfainty toarriveat
the apostolic and divine tradition, The question
is, what is tbis means?

Call to mind, Sir, what we have said upon the
holy scripture: we bave clearly discovered that,
seeing the ignoraneo and incapacity of some, and
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wills, I say, that all heads should with equal hu-
mility and lowliness bow before bhis oracles.

Let itthenbe cstablished asa principle, that 1o
the bishops exclusively belongs the right of declu
ing what has or hasnot been tevealed, that is, whut
is conforraable or confrary to Scripiure and tra

the pride and infataution of otbers, the authority of
an interpreter, of an mifallible judge, was absolut-

dition, or simply (o one of the two, Thisis pre
cisely the extent of their autbority . nerver does 1

cf which I do not find in Scripture, bas been ac-

tually taught by the apostles and’ faithfully trans- i
jJudge, this interpreter, I musttell yon here agam,y

mitted from them to us? This point, I flatter my-

ely necessary to make known and cause to bo um- )80 farther. Thcy.ca_n add 'hv\hing to r.e\e\'%hm.

fom;ly adopled bz dogmas contained i scripture. they can take noting from it. they are its inter
LY d . .

We must say as much, and with still beuter ng[,t,"?relcrs and judges, but not its masters. In teach

for die tradition. ‘The same judge, the same inter-y "8 US what we have to belicve, they point gut to us

preter that unfolds to us the sense of the divine) “Vhat bas alwvays beenbelieved: they merely ren-

: . cowt hic et the belief more explicit 20d clear, there, where
bocks,manifests o usalsoof that traditian. .\omms“before it was more vague and .in(ﬁs’linct. ’ It o

self, shall -o0n be cleared up for you, if you wiil[;is the teaching body of the Chusch, the.bishops un-":ﬁe:ifo:fx ;l’::‘ ?ci t::cnlcl:‘c;:;th ﬁ;;,?t llt;;uet mi{,(l::&ﬂzf(
have patience to examine what I have to lay before | ited in the same opinion, at least in a great najor-) for revelation is not 2 now faith whic i‘: . i e
you, and if I succeed in exproising to you withjjily. itisto them that, in f"‘c personof the ap o M mitted to revise and refract. it came forlh.in. l;'ull
perspicuity those ideas which Ishall now attempt to tles, were made the magnificent pronuses: *:Go ' cA ! ,

~" develope.

If each of us were obliged to distinguish, amongjime, ‘The Spiritof truihshall teach yeu all yuth, 1
many articles, those which come from tradition & || &c.'? They alone then base the pglxt to teach|
those which do not, we should find ourselves, in a}jwhat is revenled, to declare whatis in tho wnitten i

genera) way, condemned to a Jabour above our
steength.  In fact, that part af the preaching of the
aposties which they did not commmit to writing,
was at first confided solely to the memory of the
faithfu), fixed in particular Churches by the oral
nd successsive instructions ofthe first bishops and
1flerivards collected parstially and as occasion fell
aul, in the writings of the fathers,"and in the acts
of the synods and councils. 3Whence it follows,
that to prose that such an articleis truly of apos-
L tolic tradition, we mustconsulf the belicf of the

pasticular Churches, examine carefully the acts of jlofthe izpogﬁgs, and with itrcceived the promuses,

the councils and the, voluminous syrjtings of the
futhers ofthe Greekand Latin Churches.  'Who

does not sce. that this labourvequires a space of f[cision, and when once it is passed, {o submit to it.

timeand exteot:of crudition, thatrender itin gen-
cralimpracticable? There are, indced, 10 pe
found men of an extraordinary capacity and appli-
cation, whuso.taste and inclinationlead 1hem to this
kind ofresearch: with the aid of “tho rtules: of
crificism, all founded upon good senge, they bal
anceand weigh authorities, they: dibtingurch be-
tryeenwhat the fathers taught; as individeal teach-
ers, andwhat they depase-as, testifiers--fothe be-
Tief anil practice of ther time, and fhey attach with
discrimination the-different-degrocs of~credibility
that-are die, whetherto their-doctrine or their -de-
position. Thowold is'well aware that suckia Ja-
boar s caleylated but fora small number: and a-
gain; after al), how successful sosver itmay be,it
scarcély-everteads; to dncontestible conclusions:
We therefore are in want o some other meazs that

or unwiitten word. they alone. also have always
been in possession of the excrciscofit. No other
ecclesiastics have cver protended to _it, whateyer

have been their rank, their dignity, and Jearning, |

They may be consulted and beard; it is even prop-
er this should be done; and it always has been done,
for they form the council of the bishops, aud their
erudition acquired by leng study throws light up-
on the discussigns.  But as they have ot the plgp-
titude of the priesthoud, they arc not members of]
the eminent body that has succecded to ths college

They are lhen yithout power and aythority.1o pro-
nounce: their duty is respectfully toawait the de-

Before the decision, they were at liberty and peg-
mitted to discuss the question on the opposite. sidz,
to suppurt their opinion with the weight of their
erudition, the strength and warmth of thejr cfo

quence: after superiors have pronounced, all dis-
putationsare forbidden, discussion isclosed: mix-;
¢d up fromhenceforth with the simple and little
oncs, the most learned doctors Iny down their pri-,1
vale opinions, humbly confess that they wese iner-
ror, and reccivathe decision of the bishops as
decrecs emanating from heaven. Such is the re-
gulation of Jesus-Christ, who Juffers not in his
Church either pride, or bloated conceit, or obstin-
acy, whéther ip the rich, the great, of the learned
ones of thevorld. Immediately he has spoken by
his ministers; he; -wills that all heads, those even

| tcacb,lamw'iﬁxyou;bc that heareth you heareth petfoction from Jesus Cliist; and his disciples,

inspired by him, have Rithfully transmitted u
whethet by word of mouth or by writting, to thes:
successors, enjoined them at the same time o
transhiit it with the same fidelity to those who shout
succeed them,

‘Thus the bishops, on succeeding the apostolic
ministry, find themselvea specially commissionen
to guard tke Scriptures and tradition, They had
alveady spent their clerical years and those of then
pricsthood in becoming acquamnted with them,
studying them and meditating upon them, Be
,ing by their episcopacy, become the guardians anit
\interpreters of this double deposit of revelation,
they have it more assiduously in thesr hands and
under theireyes. Docsany rew doctring ans.
that muystsoon require on their parta dogmaticat
decision, they prepare themselves for it by redoub-
ling their application, by consulng cach deposit
jaliernately, by comparing them together, by mak-
ing deeper researches into them with all the care
which humanly speaking they are capalle o
land, assuredly, when they shall come to the decis-
fon, He, who s always with them, and who is
instruct them all truth, will never permit them al:
toagree in giving an errancous Sense to the written
word, or the word that is not Witten. Their com-
mon decision will necessatily and uniformiy be con-
lormed to them, whether they infer it from bofl; !
once, oronly from oncof thent.  You and I might
not have perceived it in cither one or the other of
these sources, but eyes Tnteriomdy enlightened Ty
by a celestial ray discover with certainty ,{hat
which.cscapes & merely kuman penctmtion. Ve
car therefore no longer admic n doubt respectide,

by means of which ke has made himself heard; he
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ary dogina, that the teaching bady of theCliurch has



