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ýonly 17 per cent. of the population of Berlin are attendants, how-
-ever occasionally, on public, w'orship; and it is certain that the
supply of religious instruction is quite inactequate to ùie needs of
the people. -Yot there is a more hopeful side. The varions
-missions and denominations have worked vcry nobly; the
Baptists have probably, by this tixne, about twenty thousand
miembers in Gerinany; then 'there are the Wesleyan Mfethodists,
.and the American Presbyterians, each of ivhich bodies is doing
good in Berlin; but at the best there are but a feév score of thou-
-sands in a population of forty millions!1 The growth of a truc
-religions belief and life in this great people muust be from within
their own Ohureli; and this, as it gathers strength, will be potent
enoughi to break throughi old forms, and to work out new oîhes for
itself. But are there any signis of thîs? Well there are-partly
in the great attention that is paici to the study of the Bible. The
educated youth of Prussia know the Seriptures to an extent that
iniglit surprise one. The common sehools, of w%,hich there is one
now in every village, are doing a great w'ork for the. young, that
w'ill yet bear inarvellous fruit; and the growth ýof'the Sunday-
sehool system in Gcrmany of late years is cxtraordinary; -while
there is, after all, mnuch very faîthful and pow'erful exposition of
Bible truths in Germian pulpits.

On the middle Elbe, ninety miles south of Berliii, lies Meissen,
the ancient city c"old in story," in -whose prai!se many poets have
already poueed forth. their song. This littie Meissen, to-day witb
only thirteen thousand inhabitants, is one of the most important
centres of culture in the kingdom, and was one of the first points
from which an attempt was'nmade to " Germanize " Lusatia. Otto
the Great made Meissen the chief cit3r of a nargravate, and, at
the saine time, founded a bistiopric there, s0 that the city became
a firmn support and defence ý,ga.,inst the East, and a. liglit for the
heathen Slaves dwý%elling there, -ivhIose conversion to, Christiainity
and to the manners and customis of the Geymans -%vas carried on
from that point w'ithi greac success.

Meissen'becamie a centre of culture for ail Gernany; but, iii a
narrowver sense, it remnaincd, so to, Upper Saxouy P. mucli longer
tiie; for here the foundation of its military, judicial, and eccle-
siastical institutions was laid by the margraves, burgraves, and
bishops; here niany miemibers of the Wlettin dyna,,sty wvere born
ând buried ; heýe resided Ernest and Albert, the founders of the
two Saxon lunes; here, twice, the university of Leipziog found
hospitable shelter fromi plague and siege; and here Hlenry the

197


