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jostling priests of the worshl of thie suni, thie 1Roniat soldiers swaggering
across the inàrket-p1aces wliere the peasaiitry were exposing the produce
of their fields and gardons for sale, and wlier-- fisli were displayed by the
hardy toilers of the lake, aniong whlomi were those whiom thie Great Teacher
selected to he the first recipients of Ris message and the channels for itq
communication to after ages."

Where now are mere heaps of grass-grown ruins, with coluniii
and capital, carved frieze and massive foundation -stones iningled
together in wild confusion, somne twelve proud and wealthy, gay
and hixurjous cities then made the homes of a dense and large[y
foreign population; the beautiful lake, now so, silent ,and forsakenl,
was then throngcd -with the ricli gondolas wherein the noble
ladies a.nd gallants of Rome took their pleasure, and wvith the
hurnbler boats of the fishiermen of Ga.lilee. And Christ saw it. ail,
lived among it ail, nay, pierced to the hieart of it ail, and as
thoiîgh. indicative of luis freedom fromn the narrowv exchtsivismn of
the Jcw on the one side, and of heathenisni as represented in the
inijestic, but mcrallv base civilization of Ronme upon the other side,
chose to begin luis ministrations, and to -win the earliest citizens
of that kingdomn of heaven whose bounds are as wide as the wor d,
in that very Capcrnaurn which in the spiendour of its pomp
eclij. sed ail tlic rest of the towns of iRoine's creation, and which ihl
the depth, of its profligacy and dissipation out-rivalled the cities of
the plain.

[t is whcen, in our thought, we set Jesus in the midst of these
scenes and surroundings where Hue could touch the world's life of
Ris day at its core, that we catch a glimpse of such a view 0f
the wide world He carne to redeem as must have filled and oc-
cupied His mental vision, since there, as on the mount of tempta-
tation, "ftie kingdonis of the world, and the glory of them," lived
and shione before Hinii in their motley representations; it is only
then that we are really face to face w%,ith the magnificent and
beneficent purposes which giowed within the soul of the Nazareth
Peasant, and with the ponderous difficulties lying athwart the
path of their accornplishrnient. Yet the gorgeous and powerful
civilizations of Ronie and Grecce and Egypt are no more; the
.Jewisli nation, as such, lias eeased to be; here and there a group
of fellahin, Bedouin or Arabs, is ail that remains of the dense
mnass of humnanity Jesus mixed and lived arnong; but that king-
dom'0f God among men initiated by the Prophet of Nazareth
wberc the narrowv ceremonialisin of the Jew lield the native popu-
lation in chains of iron, and where were displayed alike the


