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glons of like import might bo citéd |

from the Comstitution of the Grand
Lodge of Canada, in Ontazio,

_Our ocorrespondent is doabtless
aware that in all jurisdiotions, mem-
bership has not been made impera-
tive upon initiation.

{2.) On page 218 of Robertson’s
“Digest of Masonis Jurisprudence”
(1881), it is declared that ¢The
rignts of & 1 *mber of 8 Lodge are:
1st, To attend his Lodge and take
part in its proceedings; 2nd, To vote
upon all questions brought before the
Lodge; 8rd, To cast his ballot for or
agamsb all candidates for admission
thhout giving any readon tharefor,”

0.

In appendxx to the Constitntion,
page 4, it is deolared that “In sall
cases, and under all oxrcnmsta.noes,
the Lodge mast be opened in the
Pirst Degree, and in this degree sll
the ordinary businers of the Lodge id
to be transsaoted.”

On pege 258 of “Robertson’s Di-
gest ® it is affirmed that “Every
member of a Lodge present must
vote'on all questions submitted to the
Lddge, unless excused by the unani-
mous consent of the rest uf the mem-
bers present. The Master may re-
guire any merabor to vote or to leave
the room.” .

.From the foregoing it therefore
. sppears that under the Constitution
of the Grand Lodgs of Canada, in
Outario, an Entered Apptexitxce is a
membet of the Lodge in which he
lies been initidtéd,—that he is duly
hable fdr Undge dues,—and that He
i euhﬂqﬁ to vote on all g_nestwns
reqmrmg to b voted upon in the
First Degree. .

Although in whdt procsdés we have
aonght expligitly, to answer the im-.
portant questions put to us,—we ara
not quite ocitain that we know the
full import of what is intended by the
interrogtitioris,—or whather we have
wholly removed all the diffioulties
which présent, thémselves in 7e to the
nind of our brothet.

The word *only” in the first ques-
tion is pecnliarly significant, and the
word ‘vote” in the second may be
inténdéd by our correspondent to
mean ‘‘open vote,” or “vote by bal-
lot,”"—or both. He may, moreover,
be prepared to concede the membor-
ship of an E. A. and question his
right to “vote by ballot” on an appli-
cation for initiation, which “ballot”
it favorable and no objestion is after-
wards raised, entitles the candidafe
to “the three” degrees,”—and that
henoe, by thus voting, an E. A. wounld
ba voting to confer .degrees which hé
himself had not yet received, and
may never receive.

If this is one of the diffoulties in-
volved therein, our brother will clear-
ly see that he is virtnally reising the
vety important question whether (as
in most of the United States Juris.
dietiotis) «the ordinary business of
the Lodge” should be transaocted in
the third degree, instead of in the
first degree as here in Canada and
elsewhere,

Individual brethren may have theit
preferendes, but it is, of course, $hd
prerogative of Grand Lodge to devide
whether the welfare of the Craft ds-
mands_any olmnge in our present
proge@ure. regarding this- important
meitter, .



