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to buyers. Buying apples in the Annapo-
lis Valley, however, is à precarious pro-
position. The man who can make money
buying apples fromn the Nova Scotia
growers must be brighter than they are,
and that class of men Ire scarce. The
grower knows too much about the busi-
ness; he is receiving daily quotations
from foreign markets, he knows how to
pack and market his own product, for he
bas been doing this for years, so, if be
cannot get bis price ,he handies bis own
stuif. Only a few men of the many wbo
have bought apples in the Valley have
amassed wealth, more have been finan-
cially ruined than those who have got
out with a wbole skin. Bu.ying apples
here is no get-rich-quick game.- One On-
tario man who entered the field in i909,
is reported to bave left $30,ooê behind
him wben he pulled out.

CO-OIPERATION OF THE GROWERS

Cooperation bas been talked for years,
and attempts were made some years ago

and in I909, '22,000, barrels passed
through the packers hands, netting some
$45,000.

The Berwick Fruit Company, ini its
first year's operations, consigned about
one haif of its output; a uniform and
square deal have gained for their brand a
reputation that will seil thousand barrel
lots by cable just as readily as by personal
interview. Last year the output was
practically ail sold f.o.b. cars at the
warehouse; and cash or draft attached
to Bill of Lading are the usual terms.

The company sells over a wide range;
three cars of Gravensteins were sold in the
Canadian West, going as far as Moose
J aw. Five cars to South Africa buyers
at $4. 50 per barrel, was a satisfactory
deal for both buyer andI selleri, and a fea-
ture of the business is that both these ex-
tremes want more of the same stuff . In-
spired by the success of the pioneer corn-
pany, others are being formed. A gen-
eral cooperation act of the Nova Scotia
Legisiature makes the process of organi-
zation easy and inexpensive. Five co-
operative companies operated last year,
handling about one-tenth of the crop. This
year ten are at work, ail owning their
own packing houses and controlling
probably 25 per cent. of this year's crop.

As a means of getting nearer together
a central organization has been formed,
composed of representatives of ail the
tributary companles. This central or-
ganization bas a board of directors, and

The day of small things in the apple
business bas passed, and the prospect
now is that in, a few years cooperative
associations will practically control the
output of millions of barrels from the
famed Annapolis Valley.

Practical Experience in~ Fruit
Growing

Alexander Smith, Efiod, Ont.
Igo over my orchards every spring

and prune regularly. We then have no
large limbs to cut off, as I tbink a littie
each year is much better than to miss
two or three years and then give a severe
pruriing.

1 have generally had root crops of
some kind or beans in the orchard. Wc
would not advise sowing barley or oats

i norchard unless one wished 2 qicklv
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