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The Bacon Trade and Pork Production
To 1.2 dAitor or A<mioN •

I have been watching for soie tinte the vast amount of
advice that has been given tu the farmmng community in
refereice ti the prductmi of export pork. As this lias
becone une of the leading iidustris ai to-day, I think it
should be looked at from more than one standpoint, espe-
pecia.lly wli that is an interested one. Most of this ad-
vice las beeti given by parties who, no doubt, know what
they want, but are, as any practical farimer can see at once,
utterly at sea when they begn to advise as to pork produc-
tion. We have heard for the past few years but une ever
reiterated statenent, " here is no liog but the baci
hog," and the changes are many upon this word (h.con)
until very many pork-producers are perplexed as to what
it really mheans.

I have noticed that all this free advice lias cone from
thuse who are engaged or nterested in one hine of the pork
business, viz., the light bacon trade, as if that were the
only article under the sun that was wanted in the pork
line ; and that dt only proper hog for that purpose is an
animal bred and fed in such a inanner as no: only will
bring, but has brought, ruinous ioss upon many who have
run wild over this one of the many fads and booms which
take place in ail kinds of business fron tinie to tinte. Large
preniuns vere promised to those who would raise this re-
markable hog for this narvellous trade that had suddenly
sprung into existence (as though the English people hîad
only just discovered that they wanted a rasher of bacon for
breakfast). I need not add that prenium has never ex-
ceeded a few cents, and not seldom those few have been on
the other side.

What is this much talkedof trade ? And is it one that
never before existed ? I answer that it lias been an old
established buiness for many long years, and lias been
supplied from many points, the leading ones being Den-
mark, Ircland and Canada. The supply froni Canada has
been, until within the past few years, somewhat linited, as
no one to mîy knowledge made it a specialty until a com.
paratively recent date, Denniark doing the lion's share of
business. Now viat are the plain facts ? That there is a
deniand in England among the wealthîy classes, especially
t London, for a lean kind of bacon known there as break-
fast bacon and used for two special purposes, garnishing
poultry and as rashers for breakfast, is well known The
demand for this kind is a limited one, however, and easily
overdone. The poorer classes -ant and will have a thicker
and fatter ham ihat will serve thein as butter and shorten-
ing, etc.

"wE 10'T w.Ni TO ni PH'toAor.IHAHiit."

Why, ihen, we ask ourselves, ail this determined effort
on the part of a few to boom one or two kinds of hots to
the exclusion of al] others ? The answer is not far to seek.
The business has got into the hands of a few wealthy capi-
talists whose evident object is to floud the country with
what they want, and then to an overcrowded market dictate
their own terms. The great fat hog ol four or six hundred
weight is not vanted nàuch to.day j but a nice, fleshy hog
of 2oo or 225 lbs. is, and aIva>s will be, in good demand.
For this purpose there are breeds of hogs wtll adapted that
are not htn booned by one or two inerested paities.

A buver fron Montrtat was at my place the other day
lIooIng for hugs. Let me quote his own words :" I have
left this i îrning over twenty five hogs that are of no iue in
'Montreal, and I cannot g t anyth.ng lke what we tanit
down there. 'rte fariners are raising these razor backs,
and I would not take a car.load of theni as a gift, for I could
not -el1 thei. I have been inducing everyone I see to
desist from breeding these unsaleable hogs and breed
snooth, flshy hugs such as we need for our markd. O.her-
wise the western hogs must be obtained and the razor backs
left for whoever wants them."

As 1 purpose in the near future to refer to the
advice that has heen given in the past as to the feeding and
preparation of the hog for market from the same sources
as above, I will now close, thanking you for your valuable
space and wishung you success with your paper, "a merry
Christmas and a happy New Year." I have the honor to
remain, Yours truly,

R. L. HOLDswoRTH.
Port Hope, Ont., Dec. 13 th, 1898.

A New Plan Suggested for Conducting
a Milking Test

To the Editor of FARmtG :

Snce the question of a milking test was introduced last
sprng there lias been considerable discussion upon the
subject, which I believe will result in getting a test that
will give genuine satisfaction to breeders of the different
breeds of cattle. The test which has been used in the past
must be admitted by ail unort-judiced ninds to be a very
faulty and partial affiair. When a Eow which has been
milking six nonths has to conpete with a cow freshly
calved, it is entrdly unfair, and equally unfair is it for a
cow weighing Soo to compete aganst a cow weighiag
1,400. Again, what does it signify for one mtan to bring
out one single cow that will make a big record? Even if
this cow won, it would not be any indication that that par-
ticular brced would do . ,. or that even the herd to which
that cow belonged would do any better than the average
cow. We must, therefore, conclude that such a test as

hiu been used in the milking competition
at Toronto is by no means an ideal one.

It has been proposea that the old test
be changed to a ten days' test, and that

Sthe food be taken into consideration.
Now, as everyonc knows who has had
anVling to do with such a test, it would
mean a very great deal of work to carry
t on, but, at the same time, it must be

admitted that a food test would be the
o'niy accurate neihod of estimating the
true value of a dairy cow.

The first thing which would be well
-o onsidr is that it is not the value of
ndi.iual cows which should le con-

sdert d, but the herds of cows. Instead
oft naking a test of individual cows, I
would recommtLnd that prnzes be offered for
herds oî ntu less tian four each, and then
offer a prnze for the best cow if thought
advisable.

As reî.ards îaking feed mbt considera
lion, I thmrk that a much casier method
may be adopted. In several of the dairy
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