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CORRESPONDENCE

The Bacon Trade and Pork Production

To tb: Editor of Fakming *

I have been watching for some time the vast amount of
advice that bas been given tu the farning community in
refereuce t the production of export pork.  As this has
become one of the leading industries of to-day, I think it
should be luoked at from more than one standpoint, espe-
pecially when that is an interested one.  Most of this ad-
vice has been given by partes who, no doubt, know what
they want, but are, as any practical farmer can sze at onre,
utterly at sea when they begin to advise as to pork produc-
tion. We bave heard for the past few years but one ever
renterated  statement, * There 1s no hog but the bacun
hog,” and the changes are many upon this word (hacon)
untl very many pork-producers are perplexed as to what
it really means.

[ have noticed that all this free advice bas  come from
thuse who are engaged or interested in one line of the pork
business, viz., the light bacon trade, as if that were the
only article under the sun that was wanted in the pork
line ; and that the only proper hog for that purpose is an
ammal bred and fed in such a manner as no: only will
bring, but has brought, ruinous ioss upon many who have
run wild over this one of the many fads and booms which
take place in all kinds of business from time to time. Large
premiums were promised to those who would raise this re-
markable hog for this marvellous trade that had suddenly
sprung into existence (as though the Eanglish people had
only just discovered that they wanted a rasher of bacon for
breakfast). I need not add that premium has never ex-
ceeded a few cents, and not seldom those few have been on
the other side.

What 1s this much talked-of trade? And 15 it one that
never before existed? I answer that it has been an old
established business for many long years, and has heen
supplied from many points, the leading ones being Den-
mark, Ircland and Canada. The supply from Canada has
been, until within the past few years, somewhat limited, as
no one to my knowledge made it a specialty umil a com-
paratively recent date, Denmark doing the lion's share of
business. Now what are the plain facts? That there is a
demand in England among the wealthy classes, especially
in London, for a lean kind of bacon known there as break-
fast bacon and used for two special purposes, garnishing
poultry and as rashers for breakfast, is well known The
demand for this kind 1s a limited one, however, and easily
overdone. The poorer classes -vant and will have a thicker
and fatter ham that will serve them as butter and shorten-
ing, etc.
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Why, then, we ask ourselves, all this determined effort
on the part of a few to boom one or two kinds of hogzs to
the exclusion of all others? ‘The answer is not far to seek.
The buswiness has got into the hands of a few wealthy capi-
tahists whose cwvident object 1s to fluod the country with
what they want, and then 1o an overcrowded market dictate
their owa terms.  ‘The great fat hog o! four or six hundred
weight 1s not wanted much to-day ; but a mce, fleshy hog
of 200 ur 225 lbs. 1s, and always will be, in good demand.
For thns purpuose there are breeds of hogs well adapted that
are not heing boomed by one or two inwerested paities.

A buyer from Aontreal was at my place the other day
Isoking for hogs. Let me quote his own words: “ [ have
left this morming over twenty five hozs that are of no u.e in
Montreal, and 1 cannot get anyth.ng hke what we want
down there. The farnimers are raising these razor backs,
and I would not take a car-load of them as a gft, for I could
not «e¢ll them. I have been inducing everyone 1 see to
destst from  breeding these unsaleable hogs and breed
smooth, flushy hogs such as we need for our market. O.her-
wise the western hogs must be obtained and the razor backs
left for whoever wants them.”

As 1 purpuse in the near future to refer to the
advice that has been given in the past as to the fzeding and
preparation of the hog for market from the same sources
as above, I will now close, thanking you for your valuable
space and wishing you success with your paper, *‘a merry
Christmas and a happy New Year.” I have the honor to
remain, Yours truly,

R. L. HoLpswoRTH.

Port Hope, Ont., Dec. 13th, 1898,
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A New Plan Suggested for Conducting
a Milking Test

Tothe Editor of FARMING ¢

Since the question of a milking test was introduced last
spring there has been considerable discussion upon the
subject, which I beheve will result in getting a test that
will give genuine satisfaction to breeders of the different
breeds of catle.  The test which has been used in the past
must be admitted by all unoprejudiced minds to be a very
faulty and partial affair, When a cow which has been
mitking six months has to compete with a cow freshly
calved, it 1s entwrely unfair, and equally unfair is it for a
cow weighing 8co to compete against a cow weighiag
1,400. Again, what does it signily for one man to bring
out one single cow that will make a big record? Even if
this cow won, 1t would not be any indication that that par-
ticular breed would do ), or that even the herd to which
that cow brlonged would do any better than the average
cow. We must therefore, conclude that such a test as
ks been used in the milking competition
at Toronto is by no means an ideal one.

It has been proposew that the old test
be changed to a ten days’ test, and that
the food be taken into consideration.
Now, as everyone knows who has had
anything to do with such a test, it would
mean a very great deal of work to carry
it on, but, at the same time, it must be
adnutted that a food test would be the
oniy accurate meihod of cstimating the
true value of a dary cow.

The first thing winch would be well
10 consider 1s 1hat 1t 1s not the value of
mdniiual cows which should be con-
sidered, but the herds of cows. Instead
of making a test of individual cows, 1
would recomm. nd that prizes be offered for
herds of uul less than four each, and then
offer a pnze for the best cow if thought
advisable,

As repards taking feed into considera
uon, 1 thick that a much easier method
may be adopted. In several of the dairy




