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Tl, AY LESI31 RY DUCK.

Wrighit, the well knuwn wrter un poultry subjects,
writes as foiins coflAncAAung the A> lesbury Duck.-

I is, lie states, IoLiiig uiiAsu.d to sec around
tne cottage tw> thou.and dtAkliiigs , and IL ii esti-
nated tiit thAe .IAAinnu.Bt mlLuuIe oi the town froi
tleir sale amoutints to 00,000, It not bung uAiuii-
mon for a ttoni ut tiucks to be seit t tle l.undonî
market I ai singie iiglit. A loriAmer very suLLcesfil
breeder o tlis v.rlety, with referncIAe to the 1ieshA-
colored bills so perfcLt mn the A>lesbtury du.k, at
its native place, s.ys that ' the be.mtitful tiit Is (b
laiuîed by g -ig the dAucks inI their troiughs of ivater
a pecuiar kind of white gravel, foun only in the
neighborhood of Aylesbury, in apî rance resel-
bling pumite stone. In this gravel they constantly
shove their bills, and this keeps them wvhite. Birds
intendled for exhibition are seldoni allo :d out in
the sun, as this tans their bills.'

CONDIMENTS FOR POULTRY.

Puhiry Ya'd.

Any sort of food for nian or beast is unsuitable
for digestion if favorless and insipid, no inatter
liow uiticlh nutritive niaterial a cliemical analysis
may reveal in it. Therefore you should season f
regularly and tiniforiiily aIll the nieal, dough, or
other sift feed you give to your fowls, and the
seasoning will lelp to niake wliat you give thei
food in a very essential sense. The proper con'li
ments for poultry are salt, cayenne pepper, ginger
and iustard. Chaie froi one of these to the
other. SaIt and cayenne are the staples. This
does not inake the diet an artificial one, properly
speaking, but ii is coning back to food reseinbling
the natuîral sustenance such as they would get at
large in tleir primitive n ild life in the spicy aromatic
buds and berries of the forest. Supp'y.ng then in
tliese concent,.ated foris, great care nust b cxr.
cLed in ilie inutter of condiments, not to oserdo,
and tluis spol wh it we have undert tken in good
faith. A goo l rule in the use of salt, pepper and
other condiments for poultry, is ta season just about
the saine as food is seasoned for table use. We
should not seek a painpered, unnatural condition
for fowls, but strive to get them just the proportion
of aromatic substances in their feed that gallinace
ous birds of all species are accustomed to in a wild
state.

GEESE.

iireeder and Sportsman.
Every wom in that wants to get out of poultry all

there is in it, should by ail means have a nice
fl, ck of geese. Now, don't condemnn the goose
unheard. Ever since we could remember, men,
from some cause or other, have been down on
geese. We wonder if they know why. it is true,
the horse may not like to drink after them, but
when we consider the profit that can be iade on
geese, it will pay to fix a watering place for horses
where geese cainot reach. Geese do not nee' as
much water as is generally supposed. Onîe * ir
each day at the pond or brook is enough, and if
necessary, they can then be turned away, and the
most fastidious horse be none the %viser They
are easy and cheaply kept, never unhealthy, nîeed
no elaborate house, and little, if any, grain feed,
except when snow is on the ground. Touluse
geese are the largest, and in our opinion, the
handsomest, but the other varieties have their good
points and admirers. Figures won't lie, and here
are some of them : A Toulouse goose, if given a
good grass run, will, without any other feed except
what she finds in the creek or pond, lay thirty or
forty eggs. We must not count our gosings before
they are hatched, but half these eggs ought to
hatch anyway, and this will give us fifteen goslings.

With proper attention, or even half as much as it
takes to raise chickens, eight of them can be raised.
Thiiîs is a very low estimate. Good feed and care
will iake those goslings weigh twenty pounds
alliete t» Cliiisntias, and at the sane price as poik
-aid n is alva) s about «içe as higli -we bae a
prett) good SUmm us work for one goose. 'igure
It yoursIlf. Ieside, shc anid the .,aitkr, if pi>îLcd
at regular intt.rvals, have tur itd off four pounds of
ie.ithers .md the ciglit goslings four mure, thus al
pa.yiig for tlcir keep, and we have tlie old pair
luit. It ser mu to us if hiere is an> thing f " cating
onJ's cake and keeping it too," it is in raising
gcbe.

BLACK JAVAS.

National Poultry %loni.,r.

Very little is known of the early history of the
Black Java breed only what comes through one
source, nanely,-their originator. We do not know
that the origin cf the breed was ever questioned,
siraîply for the reason that their history is given in
a plain, straightforward and unvarnished shape;
and tere is no attempt ta disguise any of the most
important facts bearing upon their incipiency and
early development up to tloeir present standing as a
irst-class standard fowl.

It is conceded that the Black and Mottled Javas
are " home muade " fowls, or in other words distinct
ivelyAiericanbreeds. Andrnuch praise is due those
fanciers, wlo by their skill and perseverance have
produced thes- splendid breeds which are now at-
tracting the attention of fanciers.

It matters little to us now after the lapse of
twenty years or more how a certain coachman
filched from his eccentric employer (a M. D. of
Missouri) a few eggs of this rare breed, which he
could not procure for love or money -the result is
the saine, for we have every reason to believe they
fell into more enterprising hands, judging by the in-
terval of years spent in iiproving theni before they
were brought forward for recognition and favor.

It is claimed for the Black Javas that no fresh
blood was introduced by crossing except what had
been obtained by different hhatings of the same
family for twenty years. This of itself is no coin-
mendation, although it proves the vitality, hardi.
ness, stamina and quick maturing qualities of the
breed, in spite of the degenerating influence of in-
cestuous breeding.

The Black Javas possess many characteristic
points wholly or in part differing from.other known
breeds, though the type may somewhat re-
semble the Plymouth Rock with the lengtlh, depth
and ample tail of the Dorking. We say many of
their splendid qualities are due more to their origi-
nal composition than to relative mating.

The color of the breed is a rich lustrous black,
with that beautiful green shading so desirable in
black fowls. The comb is single and of a moder-
ate size, ear lobes red, beak bla(.k, legs black and
free from feathers, bottom of feet yellow, full flow-
ing tail, with abundant and nicely curved sickle
feathers. They are good-s4d fowl and make good
layers, setters and mothers.

The flesh of the Black Java is unlîke that of
most black fowls, being yellow, fine-grained and
compact. It is tender and savory, more like that
of. the Dorkng than any of the Asiatic breeds.
They are well adapted to the farmer who gives his
fowls ample range, and to the cottager who desires
a conbnation of utility and beauty.

DUCKS AS A SOURCE OF PROFIT.

Mr. Jas. Rankin, or South Faston, Mas., i. Farm and Garden.

Mr. Rankin is enthusiastic over his results with
ducks during the past year, and gives his experi-
ence as follows

His adult ducks number 35, from which he
hatchcd 3,ooo ducklings in his incubator, making
$45 profit from each adult. He received (rom 18
to 30 cents per pound for the ducklings when
thcy wcre about eight or nine weeks old, and at
that age they weighed froa eiglit to ten pounds
per pair, growing nearly twice as fast as chicks.
l'he; wLrc .old dressed, the feathe-s paying for the
killing and pitking. Eaclh young duck >ielded
about two u ouncs of feathers, wvhiclh sold at 50
cents per pound. OcLasion.lly some of the young
duI-ks w%îould inLrease at the rate of a pound a
week. 'On weighing them at six weeks old, they
ha% e averaged 21 pounds and in oe week more
would attain 3, pounds. They are fed in the
samne manner as y oung chicks, but require a little
more animal food. Soft food is better for them
than grain. Vhen first hatched hard-boiled egg,
with stale bread soaked in milk, answers well.
When three or four days old a mixture of scalded
meal and middlings, to which mashed potatoes are
added, makes an excellent food. Green food· and
meat, however, must not be omitted. The best
months for selling (Boston 'market) are May and
June, the average price per pound, wholesale,
being 22 cents. They come in at a time when
chicks are depressed in price. The average cost
for each duck is two cents a week for nine weeks,
or about five cents a pound.

Mr. Ranikin's ducks begin to lay near the ist of
February, and lay about 140 eggs each per annum,
commencing when five months old. They are of
the Pekin variety, the yellow legs and skin and
pure white feathers being desirable. The old
ducks can be kept with only a large trough for
bathing purposes. As to the raising of young
ducks he uses no water at all, except for drnking
purposes. They are kept in little yards the same
as chicks, being subject to fewer diseases, and are
hardy, and grow fast. Mr. Rankin uses incuba-
tors entirely, being very successful, and literally
astonished the visitors of the State Fair with his
exhibit by bringing his eggs froni Boston to Phila-
delphia, keeping them 18 hours out of the incuba-
tor, and hatching nearly all of them; although
they were well shaken on the journey, many of
themn hatching out during transit. The figures
given, as well as the fact that no water is required,
solves the problem as to the profit to be expected
from ducks, but, as Mr. Rankin states, the secret
is in a good incubalor, a good breed, and good
attention during the time of incubation and up to
the period of marketing the ducklings.

There is a profit in ducks, for they possess many
good qualities not to be overlooked. jn the first
place they grow faster than chicks, and are ready
for market when three months old. They are sub-
ject to fewer diseases, and need less care and
attention. They usually lay early in the morning,
and are regular in their habits. Ducks are gross
feeders, and consume anytlhing that may be
offered. A pot of boiled turnips, thickened with
meal and middlings, furnishes them with a
delicacy, while the tops of vegetables are greedily
devoured. They thrive best when they have
access to a pond, but may be kept without water,
except what is required for drinking, if desired, but
iii such case they should be supplied with a ration
of meat every day. A large trough will serve them
for bathing purposes, and if supplied with all they
requir- will give good returns. Ducks are
voracious and greedy, and unless fed judiciously,
will run up an expense nearly equal to the receipts,
but a large portion of their food may consist of
grass and other bulky material, which is better for
them than too much concentrated food. They do
not scra·ch, and should therefore have as much
room for exercise as can be allowed. The Pekins
and Rouens are the largest breeds, but the Ayles-
burys are claimed to be the best layers.


