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ers who do not-contribute to the fund to pay
an annual fee of not less than two dol-
lars, which should go to the purposes of
the fund. Training in the Normal School
to be accounted as part of the term of
sdrvice. Provision to be made for the
widows of superannuated teachers. Those
teachers who receive less than three hun-
dred dollars per year to have the privi-
lege of making an annual contribution large
enough to entitle them to a pension on a sal-
ary up to that amount.

The Committee pointed out to the Minister
that the main features of this scheme re-
sembled those of the Civil Service, the Grand
Trunk, and the Quebec schemes. A discus-
sion then took place on matters of detail, in
the course of which he expressed a favour-
able opinion of what the deputation laid be-
fore him, particularly as he saw that the
amount to be taken from the revenue would
be about equal to that contributed by the
teachers. After receiving a promise from
him.that he would continue to give the sub-
ject his earnest consideration, the deputation
withdrew.

INTERVIEW OF THIE LEGISLATIVE
COMMITTEE OF THE PROVIN-
CIAL ASSOCIATION WITH MR.
CROOKS.

Taris Committee held a preliminary meet-
ing in the office of Mr. Hughes, Inspector of
Toronto Public Schools, on Saturday, 5th
February, at which a digest was made of all
the answérs to the Secretary's circular. It
was agreed to drop the consideration of the
Upper Canada College question, and that of,
the relations betweei the Collegiate Insti-
tutes and High Schools, as they were being
dealt with by a special Committee of the
High School section.

With a solitary exception, opinions were
unanimous about the evil that resulted from
giving power to Municipal Corporations to
control school expenditure on capital ac-
count. The superannuation fund was con-
sidered, by most of the correspondents, to be

in an unsatisfactory state. Participation in
the fund after twenty-five years' service was

urged strongly. Larger contribtitions were
recommended, so as to secure a better allow-
ance. On other points, opinions varied con.
siderably. In regard to .Model Schools,
longer sessions were-urged, and a larger grant
from both the Governmentand vtunicipalities.

On Monday, 7th February, the Committee,
consisting of Messrs. Hughes, Dearness, and
Fotheringham, Public School Inspectors;
Mr. Oliver, ligh School Master; and
Messrs. McAllister, Doan, and Spence, Pub-
lic School Masters, met Mr. Cxooks by ap-.
pointment, at his office, in the Education
Department. Mr. Hughes introduced the
consideration of the limitation made to the
power of School Corporations by the 29th

clause of the Act of 1879, in regard to ex-
penditure. He pointed out how this had
worked disastrously in cities and towns, and
shewed that Toronto, in particular, as Mr.
Crooks himself was aware, had suffered. If
no other remedy could be adopted to prevent
this clause working so much evil, he suggest-
ed that the Government should give power
to School Boards to expend the Government
grant on capital account. Mr., Crooks ad-
mitted that the clause referred to had oper--
ated in a way that he had never contem-
plated, and he felt the necessity of modifying-
it to prevent the evils Mr. Hughes had spoken,
of. He hoped to introduce a clause in his.
new Bill that would effectively take from,
Municipal Corporations the power to prevent.
the supply of proper school accommodation.
He thought that as the matter of superannu-
ation had been so fully dealt with by Mr.
McAllister's committee, it would be unne-
cessary to enter upon it now. He indicated,
however, what he thought might be done in,
the way of legislation at a future session;
and asked the Committee to take the most
effective means of having the matter discussed%
by those conterned throughout the country,
so that next session he would be in posses.
sion of the matured views of the teachers as.
a guide to any legislation he might propose.
Mr. Dearness brought under his notice the
subject of Model Schools, and urged the-
necessity of incrèased-support. Mr. Crooks
admitted that'something would have tà be.


