AGRICULTURE:

fine.  Mr. Foljambe obtained the gold medal
and two first prizes, with the silver medal,as the
breeder for Leicester Sheep, which for wool,
carcase, and purposes of breeding, were con-
sidered lughly excellent. Inshort-wooled sheep
the Duke of Rlichmond carried off the gold
medal and the three first prizes in these classes !
The Tuke labored hard for several years alter
commencing as a breeder of South Downs unsuc-
cessfully, and we well remember hearing  his
Grace observe after several years, of unsuccess-
ful competition, ¢ that he would not, in conse-
quence, relax in perseverance and diligence, but
strive with greater energy till he triumphed,”—
e consummation which his Grace now appears to
have fully realised.

Digs had a large exhibition in every class
except in the large breeds, which are declining.
Only one large animal was shown, but the small
and middle breedswere both numerous and supe-
rior.  DPrince Albert was the chief winner of
prizes in young and aged pigs, and also of the
gold medal.

The E.rpress has the following common-sense
observations, «The success of 1lis Ilighness,
Prince Albert in the breeding of pigs, and his
complete failure this year of the four oxen exhi-
bited in Devons and Iercfords, suggests the ex-
pedieney or necessity of brecding, as well as
feeding. the cattle, when the same success might
attend the performance.  There is much more
merit in breeding cattle than in feeding them.
the latter being altogether mechanical, and the
former a very high exertion of intellectual judy-
ment and calewlation.  There is little menrit,
comparatively, in refining the organization of
swine, as the Hog is very susceptible of varia-
tions, and an almost universal cosmopolite. The
frequent bearing of young, shows the effects of
sexual intercourse much sooner than the yearly
productions of cattle and sheep. Prizes for any
enimals might be continued to the breeders
only.”?

There was no Poultry show held in connection
with the Smithfield Club; but one was got up
in a distant part of London during the same
week, which wus considered, taking all disad-
vantages into the estimate,a very creditable dis-
play. It numbered 585 pens, exclusive of
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pizeons, comprising most of the common and
improved varieties, to which [liberal premiums
were awarded.

Although the Smithfield Club was established
forthe sole purpose of encouraging the fatten-
ing of animals, and has never awarded premiwns
to the mechanical department of Agriculture yet,
for several years past the number of improved
itapleinents and machines has gone on rapidly
increasing, insomuch that the Directors of the
Show have experienced great difficulty in making
room for them ;—the only encoura_ement the
Rociety gives.  Manufacturers are eager to
avail themelves of the opportunity for showing
off their productions, and a large amount of
orders are taken.  Although the space allotted
to this department hus heen more than doubled
of late, it is still found altogether insuflicient, and
must be yet further increased.  Awmong the new
machines we have only space to mention Lawson
& Company’s Ilax-Scutching Machine, which
is spoken of as being one of the nost elegant
specimens of inventive skill that has ever been
witnessed. By this machine flux is both broke
and scutched in the most perfect manner by one
operation, and in an incredibly short space ,of
time. The American Thre<hing Machine at- -
tracted much attentiod, and it was thought, with
some modificaticns, that it might be adapted to
¥nglish wants and use.  Clay ton’s Brick-making
and Drain Tile machines were to be seen in ope-
ration ; they have received some important im-
provements, and commanded general attention.
The one-horse machine will make a thousand
bricks per hour of the best description.

The business of the Exhibition was wound up
as usual by a public Dinner at which several
interesting speeches, containing either fvesh in-
formation or suggestions of improved modes of
operation, were delivered by a number of mflu-
ential landowners and practical farmers,
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IMMENRSE LOS3E3 ON THE IMPORTATION OF
STOCK. .

The year 1853 has proved very unfortunate
to 2 number of individuals on tlis side of the
Atlantic, who have been led by a laudable and
enterprising spirit fo import the improved breeds
of farm stock from Great Britain. A numbe



