300

TRANSACTIONS OF THE

: . 1
direct and powerful tendencey to raise up and in-

crease a large consuming population, and afford
the most certain market for the sale of our agri-
cultural products.

Notwithstanding the longer route by the St.;
Lawrence as compared with the 1oute by which
the Americans reach the West Indies from their
Atlantic  ports, and notwithstanding some re-
strictions that exist upon the trade, but which are ]
not of suflicient importance materially 10 inter- |
fere with it, there is nothing to hinder an exten-
sive and profitable commercee being cainied on be- |
tween our own ports and those islands, but lhei
fitting out or building vessels snited for the pur-
pose, and a proper spirit of euterptise being infus-
ed into our people. The Americaus send 1o that
market a large quantity ot produce, which they
buy from us, and they bring back in its stead the
productions of that country to be sold by them for
the supply of our groceis—thus not only giving.
profitable employment to their vessels, but mak-
ing a fuir gain out of the adventure. Why should
we not imitate this example—remove the pre-
sent restrictions—encourage the building of ves-,
sels adapted to the business, and instead ol al-
lowing these profiis to be made ont of us by for-
eigners, boldly contend for,and secure a valuable
trade, which legitimately belongs to us.

Tam stiongly of opinion, that we import too
much and manuofacture too htile.  Whilst wheat-
always brought a remunerating price and a veady’
sale, we could perbaps aflord to impoit largely, .
but now that the price of it is Jow, and likely to!
remain so, our attention nughi to be turned in ear-1
nest to the supply of our own wants, as faras
practicable.

It may be out of our power at present 10 manu-
facture the finest articles we use, in woollens,
cottons, linens, and hardwate; but [ believe,
with proper skill and management, that much;
more might be done, in these respects, than bas
been. i

The demand for our coarse woollens is far.

dairy maids collect their milk; and latterly, the
very bags in which our wheat is carried to the
mills.

They furnish the picks and shovels with
which our canals are made, and our railroads are
formed ; the spades with which our gardens are
dug, and the hoes with which the weeds are kept
down 5 and often the seeds with which they are
sown. Tothem also we are indebted for most
of our books ; and for a large portion of the coarse
grey cotlons now in use, uot 1o mention other
manufactured articles which are lkugely poured
in upon us.

I have thus, at the risk of teing tedious, en-
tered somewhat into detail on the subjeets notic-
ed in this address, because I conceive a proper
krowledge of these matiers to be intimately con-
nected with the futwe prosperity of the country.
A greal chauge has come npon ns, on ourselves
depends, whether it shali be for good or 4, no
time conid be better than the present for placing
ourselves in a right position.  Uundoubtedly,
laige sums of money will be expended here,
during the next four years, in the construction of
railways.  If instead of sending that money out

. of the country, to purchase the manufactures of

other lands, we couid iumduce our people to ex-
pegd it in the establishment of home manofac-
tures, a most important and salutary step would
be taken in the march of progress, and a solid
foundation would be thus taid, ‘ou waich to build
up the foture greatness and piosperity of the
conntry.

A great diversity of opinion obtains, as to the
standard by which the prosperity of a country
shall be judged.  Some instancing as proof, the
large revenue derived from imports—ottiers point-
ing to the excess of exports over imporis, as the
rule by which it is 1o be measured. "I must con-
fess that T am one of those who put most faith in
the latter doctrine, and I shall be rejoiced to see
the time when our trade returns will shew a near-
er approximation to it, than :ow exists. Acting

greater than the supply. The ouly cotton man-, on this view, I have no hesitation in saying that
ufactory ever established in Upper Canada fuud, our plaus should be, as far_piacticable, to raise
ready sale for all the coarse cottons it conld make, | end make all we need.  This will give ample
at prices which would have paid well under guod ! employment to capital and labor, in the establish-

management. Linen has almost ceased to be
wade, but it is to be hoped that the same impulse
to the raising of flux will be given here that has

ment and extension of our manufactures, and in
the encovragement of the working classes ; and
pussessiug @ home consumption for the produce

beeu given in Ireland, and that not only mauy ; of our fums, in our towns and villages, silled
little wheels and handlooras will be set in mo- | with industrious mechanies and skilifol rnanufac~
tion in our farm-houses, but also that large linen | tarers,and relymg with conlidence on our own ef-
manufactories will soon be erected and carried | forts,for the speedy attainment of national wealth,
on, in places where so much valuable water is| we shall bein a great measure independent of
now literally running to waste. foreign coux}:ries, and have less reason to ieurct
It 15 astonishing to look al the number of ; the hasty withdrawal of those beuefits, which we
articles for which we are irdebted to onr neigh- | formerly cujoyed in the British markets.
bours across the line. all of which we coald and!  In conclusion. allow me to say, that the Lewis-
ought to make outselves.  They furnish us with | Jature has done all that conld be expested from
a Jarge quamity of the axes which we use;!it, to promote the cause of agriculture. Liberal
many of the carpenters’ and coopers’ wols 5 mosty grants are yearly made to our Societies—a Buard
of the brooms with which our houses are swept 3] of Agriculiure has been establisk.ed, to wdvance
the seythes with which ow hay and 2eains are | and foster its interests— provision has been made
cutjrakes with which tney are gathered ; in many | for an experimental farmi—a Chair of agriculiure
instances the machines with” which they are | has been placed in the Toronts University, and a
threshed ; the forks with which omt manures are | genllenan enunently quaidied for the discharge
turned over and spiead; the pails in which vur’ of the duties cunuected with it, has been called




