
8-0

the marine establishment of St. Blas and California." Quadra teceived the Emdisil

with -reat courtesy, but was %villim, to "ive 111) Only die spot of -round 011 w1licli Mr.

Meares' bouse liad been situated. The rights of Spain to island and niainland lie

considerod beyond dispute. Vancouver, witli equal politeness and firniness, point(cd out

that San Francisco was the nortliernmost seulement occupied by the subjects of 1-lis

Catliolie Majesty in April, 1789, and, therefore, that according to the agrecnient of die

Court of Spain exclusive rights could not be clainied beyond that port. The whole

niatter liad to bc r(-fei-i-(-d back to 1-.ii,,Iiiad and Spain foi- iii.)trtILtiOll-S. MeIlt

on -%vith hiý; surveys, and NIien lie rLturnud tu NootLi in 1794, Ivarnvé tu hjý' orqat

regret t1iat (luadri wa,; dead. The iý,lind lie calIcd aftur Iiiiiibulf and the courtuuub

Spaniard ; but Quadra's sliare in the narne was soon forgotten.

Not till 1843 was any further attempt at seulement on Vancouver Ibland made bý

wliite nien. In tliat N'ear the Hudson's Bay Company built a fort at Victoria, and sub-

sequently*tlie British Governnient constituted the Island as a crown colony. Discoe,-ries

of zold on the niainland, reported to the Home Goveinnient in 1856, attracted crowds

of yold seelzers in 1857 and 1858, and Victoria experienced the sarne kind of "booiii"

tliat cursed Winnipecr in iSS2. Thousands of adventurers prt:,sed on across the Gulf

of Georý,,ia to v.ash the bars of the Fraser or t'Crazý," Ri\er, and up as far as the

Tlioinpý;on and Bonaparte, overconiing obbtacles that would have stopped the niost

determinvd arniv ever organized. A few hundreds of the har(3i(ýbt ai-id most intrepid

reaclied their destinations; a few scores secured bags of gold dust. Tlc rest erisliedp
niiserably, or drifted back to Victoria and to California, broken men, but laying the

blanie not on theniselves but on -British old foý,rý-isiii" and «-tlie absence of Anierican

enterprise." During this time of agcressive rowdyisin the mainland was constituted

into a Unlike Vancouver Island, it liad originally been entered froin di, east.

A-ents of the Northwest Coiiii)aiil%- liad crossed the main divide of tlie Rock), Moun-

tains and given tlieir naines to its great rivers, but tlieir labours liad 1,cd to no politi-

cal action. In iS66 tlie two crowii colonies were united under the narne of Britisli

Columbia, and in 1871 it becan-ie a province of the Dominion.

Victoria, tli(- capital, is the niost chariiiiiic, little city in Anierica. It lia-- not one-

fourth of tlitt life, activity' and -wenIth of Portland, the capital of tlie Si te of Oreý,;oi),

nor th(t bustle and apparent vigrour of Seattle; but in. no city on the Pacific coast

north of San Francisco can \-ou et a dinntr such as is ser,.-(:d daily in the Driard

Housc, and nowliurc cise are there sucli views of glorious niowitain ranges as froin its

environq, sticli an atniospliere and climate, and such opportunities for bonting and Lzitli-

in- or for drives into tlie countrv alon- well-built roads, past cottages t1int look- like

tov-boxes, surrotinded by roses and and quaint litth! roadside imis th-at

remind one of out-of-die-way nooks in remote counties in old England rather than of

the à:vtred life, the glitter, and the disconifort of tlie fartliest anù newust -%vest. Vic-


