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Pouteouatami, not .daring to ask me for news, ad- -
dressed our dog in these words: ‘‘ Tell me, O Cap-
tain’s dog, what is the state of affairs among the
Oumacouminetz? Thy Master has told thee; thou
- hast followed him everywhere. Do not conceal the
matter from me, for I dare not ask h1m about it.’

I saw well what his design was.

On the thirteenth I crossed the Bay to go to find
the Ovenibigoutz in their Clearings, where they
were assembling. The next day, I held council with
the Old men and the youth, and proclaimed the

Gospel to them, as I had done to the others. About
 thirty years ago, all the people of this Nation were
killed or taken captive by the Iliniouek, with the
exception of a single man who escaped, shot through
the body with an arrow. When the Iliniouetz had.
sent back his captive countrymen to [97] inhabit the
country anew, he was made Captain of his Nation, as
having never been a slave.

They speak a peculiar language which the other
Savages do not understand; it resémbles neither
the Huron nor the Algonquin. ‘There are, they say,
only certain tribes of the Southwest who speak as
they do. I learned some words from them, but more
especially the Catechism, the Pater, and the Ave.

I visited them in their cabins and instructed them,
doing the same to the Pouteouatamis who live with
them; and both asked me, with gifts, to come and
instruct them in the following Autumn. ‘

[98] CONDITION OF THE CHRISTIANS.

‘ N JE cannot make our Christians live strictly up
to their profession of Christianity, on account
of the way in which we are obliged to live among



