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“ N\ crime ccmmitted in the city of Victoria.
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© MUNICIPAL MATTERS.

A Glance at the Year's Civie Admin-
istration - Work Done by the
Yarious Departments.

Satisfactory Statements Throughout
the Service —Foreshadowments
for the “Future.

“The Treasurer's Report -Not Yet
Finished ; but will be Ready
Almost Immediately.

The following are summaries of the re-
' ports of the different branches of the
municipal service, as submitted at the
meeting of the City Couucil, last Friday
night.
BY-LAWS ADOPTED.

The city clerk’s report shows that dur-
inz the year 50 by-laws were passed;
there having been held 52 regular, 16
‘apecial, and 5 adjourned meetings of the
<council.

= \
POLICE COURT.

The Police Court report showsa total
, of 1,078 charges made, 119 Chinese,
29 of which were dismissed; 148 Iu-
dians, of whom 130 were convicted ; and
811 all other persons, 590 of whom
were committed, 24 sent for tri»l and 197,
-discharged. The largest number of com-
plaints were made during August and
‘October, the figures being 138, March,
109 ; Nuvember, 99 ; June, 93; April,
87. Thirty Indians were charged with
being in possession of intoxicants, of
whom 24 were committed; 103 being
<convicted of drunkenness. Awong the
‘Chinese there were 119 charges laid, 35
for infr ctions of the city by-laws ;37
for gambling; 6 for vagraucy; 4 of
supplying intoxicants to Indians; 9
of larceny; 3 of perjury; 4 for
fighting and 4 for creating a disturbance.
The offenders of all other nativnalities
numbesred 811, of whom 197 were ‘dis-
<harged, 24 committed for trial, and 590
<convicted. Among the charges.laid were
the following—drunkeuness 298, infrac-
tions of city by-laws 164, /larceny ; 46,
vagrancy 42, assault 35, unsound- mind
35, supplying intoxicants to Indians 16,
assault with iutent to do bodily harm
3, burglary 7, desertions from H.M
navy 12, infractions of Customs Act 1,
carrying concealed weapons 6, cruelty to
animals 1, fighting 8, infraction of Mer-
chants’ Shippiag Act 6, obtaining m' hey
. under false pretences 7, refusing to sup-
port family 3, threatening language 6,

ausulting language 9. L

POLICE DEPARTMENT.

The Police committee, in submitting
the report of the Chief of Police, said :
¢ We, your police committee, beg leave
to present to the board the accompanying
repurt of the Superintendent of Police,
with statements of matters for the past

ear. We have examined the same, and
ve much pleasure in recommendiog the
suggestions contained therein, and feel
a satisfaction that the order maintained
in the city during the year has been of
that character which' ‘goes to show that
-our citizens are a law-abiding. people.”

Superintendent  Sheppsra’s : report

shows the police force to be composed of

12 constables, all “uniformed men; two
‘being detailed for dutyin the lockup,
leavinug 10 for patrol duty. During the
-year three constables were added to th-
strength of the /force, but no removals
were made, all the old members still re-
maiving. The condition of the force is
-very fuir, comparatively few complaints
having been made against constables for
neglect of duty, all of a trivial nature, for
which a .reprimand has been sufficient.
“The clothing of the men is in good con-|
dition, and their barrack accommodati-m
comfortable aud convenieat. The lock-
. -up accommodation has also bgea much
improved by the addition of the female
ward. Crimes of a very serious nature
are spoken of as heing of rare occurrence,
and in the two cases of murder,
-one by a Chinaman, the other by a
white man, the murderer was promptly
brought to justice. The number of con-
wvictions for breaches of the city by-laws
-greatly exceeds those of last year. Itis
remarked with satisfaction that there
‘have never been any riots in“the eity,
-and with the large concourge of pecple in
and around the city during the 24th of
May celebrations, it was not found neces-
sary to make one single arrest. The
“ ghief significantly observes: *‘Taking
into consideration the great increase in
the population of the city, the large
number ef men employed on public
works and the amount of traffic from
the ~ various Sound cities, and from
all parts of the Dominion of
Canada; I consider the pereentage of

will compavre favorably/with that of any
-other city in the Dominion or elsewhere,
a fact which speaks well for the general
efficiency of the department considering
the smallness of the force compared
with mauy other cities of the Dominion.”
The chief recommends the appointment
of a second sergeant, several minor sani-
tary improvements, and urges, in the
event of the extension of the city limits,
that the pol ce force be cousiderably en-
darged, tog-ther with the ubtainment of
an ambulance waggon for the convéyance
of prisoners from the suburbs to the city

Jockup.

ROSS BAY CEMETERY.

The oity clerk, in presenting the statis-
tics of burials in Ross Bay cemetery,
mnotes a decrease of 16 males but an in-
crease of 47 females, making the total in-
crease of burials 31. The total 286 was
made up of 166 males and 120 females,
.among whom were 35 Chincse (males),
4 Indians, 102 natives of Canada, 12 of
British Columbia, 55 of Eugland ; 16 of
the United States ; 14 of Scotland ; 13 of
Ireland and 13 of Germany. There were
13 still born children, 59 under twelve
months old ; 15 up to five years, 49 be-
tween tweunty aud forty years, 44 between
forty and sixty and 32 between sixty and
‘seventy, while two men and & woman
were over eighty. -

RBEPORT OF THE SANITARY OFFICER.
Sanitary Officer Bailey remarks that a

tiou of the city, the inhabitants taking a
greater interest in conforming with the
sanitary by-law, while much more has
been done by proprietors to render their

.premises healthy. Every -possible pre-

caution has been taken to prevent sewage
passing through the Johnson street
ravine. The streets as a whole are being
kept in fair condition, but the officer re-
commends a larger surn than has hitherto
been appropriated for sanitary purposes.
It has not- been necessary to serve more
than seven summonses for wuuisances.
The box drains laid during the year
were : .
Yates street w . L
Johnson s reet d -
James’ ay w 4.___
Tothl...cccoarereressrresvonnnes . 11.9. 70
Over two miles of box drains in length.

9. 05
3. 04
6. 61

# HEALTH OFFICER'S REPORT.

The Health Officer, Dr. G. L. Milne,
notes with gratification thap though the
city had a visitagion of la grippe last win-
ter, and though the population of the city
has increased in a marked degree, there
were only 24 more interments this year
than last, while a larger proportion of the
mortality was due to drowning and other
accidents. The number of interments in
Roes Bay cemetery as furnished monthly
to the Dominion statisti officer at

The death rate is much lower than that
of auy former year in which statistics
have been kept, and taking the population
ar 22,600, the rate is about 12 deaths per
1,000. Among the more prominent cayses
of death were the following: Paeqmunla
and bronchitis, 33 ; phthisis, 32 ; diseases
of heart and blood vessels, 29 ; diarrhoeal
affections, 18 ; paralysis, 17; premature
birth, 15 ; entritis and other diseases of
the bowels, 11; dropsy, 11; accidents,
11 ; suicide, 2; murdered, 2. Dr, Milne
r-marks that he has alr. ady repurted dpon
the practice »f exhuming dead bodies in
the cemetery, which no doubt will in &
short time be more under the control of
the city authorities than ap present. "The
medical officer specially emphasizes the
unfitness for drinking purposes of the,
water from the taps in the cemetery
which comes from a well within it. With
respect’ to the condition of James Bay
fiats, which are in many cases being used
as & dumping-ground for garbage, the hope
is expressed that during the ensuing year
steps will be taken to have this locality
made less ubjectivnable.

X CEMETERY COMMITTEE.

The report of the Cemetery committee
refers to the absolute necessity which
existed for an enlargement of the ceme-
tery, by procuring additional ground, in
consequence of which, a by-law havine
been suthorized by the ratepayers, some
six acres of the Fairfield Farm estate
| were purchased at $2,000 per  acre, the
right to purchase a further four and a
half acres at the same price within three
years having been secured on the pay-
went of interest at 23 per.cent. Five
hundred dollars werg spent in  erectin
fences, gates and other works. The ap-
plications of the Oddfellows and Masous
for space were- granted to the extent of
one acre .each. A similar' applicati-u,
from the Ancient Order of United Work-
men is at present under cuunsideration.
From waut of means -the work of clear-
ing the ground, completing the fencing,
surveying plots, constructing walks and
drives and ' erecting a wmortuary chapel
has not been carried cut; but the com-
mittee trust that the Council for 1891
will take up these matters and, with the
e t of the ratépayers, obtain at least
$10,000, so tha: the rema'ning portion of
the ground may be paid for aud the ceme-
tery made & credit to the city of Victoria.

SEWERAGE COMMITTEE.

The report df the Sewerage Committee
states that niae plans for the proposed
new sewerage system were r:ceived, two
from England, two from New York,
hiee from Ontario and two from
British Culumbia, that of Mr. Mohun,
after examination by Mr. Rudolph Hegr-
iug have been adopted. Messrs. Turner,
Earle and 1eague were appointed as com-
missioners. Seven teuders for the work
were received in reply to the advertise-
ment published by the city, the work
b ing awarded to Mr. Alexander Mc-
Beun, for $249,970.441, which was signed
ou the 20th December. After referring
to the steps taken to secure the necessary
rights of way, the report goes on to say
that it was determined that house con-
nec ions should be made with the sewers
while the latter were under construction,
these connections to be carried up to the
street live for each lot or building, thus
obviating the mnecessity of breaking up
the streets in future.
PUBLIC LIBRARY.

Dr., McGregor, public librarian, reports
an increase of over 800 volumes, worth
at least $900, making in all 6,000 volumes
in the library. During the year 26,568
books have been given out, 11,983 to
ladies and 14,5685 to gentlemen. The
average daily lending has been 100, and
as many as 180 in a single day. Abuut
eighty new members have joined ‘ each
mounth—973 for the year, 375 ladies and
578 gentlemén ; the total membership
being 1,970. Over $100 worth of cata-
logues have been sold. Reference is
made to the removal to the more com-
modious rooms in the City hall; the work
of the year being neither equalled nor
exceeded in many lirger cities, either on
the coast orin the east. Two months
ago an assistant to the librarian was
appointed, so that the lending library can
be kept open the whole day and every
day. ~

WATER COMMISSIONER'S REPORT.

Water Commissioner Summerfield gives
the details of the mains, hydrants and
services, as already published in THE
CoronisT. During the last three years
134 miles of muain pipe were laid, and 5}
miles of 16-i ch main from the lake.
The city has 100 hydrants, with a total
of 2,234 service pipes, and 136 metres.

marked improvement is noticeable during
‘the twelve months in the saniiary condi-

that the 24-inch main - be brought to the

The Commissioner strongly recommends’

city and the old 12inch pipe
laid along Government street from
the  Fouutsin  to - James (Bay
Bridge, also from the end of the 16-inch
main to the Jewish cemetery for the high
level supply.  He urges the construction
of a dam across the mouth of Elk_Lake,
and the water brought thence direct to
the present filter beds, this cutting off
all the swamps and raising the surface of
Elk Lake. He advises the adoption of
a fixe 1 tariff of water rates for the "entire
city, and that the whole of the Water
Works revenue be devoted to Water
Works purposes.
HAKL COMMITTTE.

The report details the improvements
that have been effected, which have been
done by contract wherever practicable:
The commit ee Yecommend the. filling of
the blank space on Cormorant street with
the police station, the building to be
heated by steam or hot water. The city
hall clock is expected to be delivered and
set up in April. The total expenditure
of the Hall committee amounted to $35,-
686 73, of which the addition to the city
hall cost $30,763.69; the fire hall and
police barracks and asphalt floor $4,-
027.19, and female prison -ward, fences,
ete., $905.85.

ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE.
The assessment committee announce

19
that they did not consider it advisable to

disturb the values of the different pro-
perties for the year 1890, on account of

|8 having been done in 1889. Except

those acreage propert es which were sub-
divided into building lots, and also all
new*buildings that were erected in 1889,
These increased the roll nearly halfa
million dollars. It is recommended iu
view of the great progress « f the city that
there should be a re-valuation this year.
It is also advised to have section 119,
clause 3, of the assessment law amended,
which would be an.advantage and be
more equitable to all parties concerned.

PARK COMMITTEE.

The Park committee report satisfac-
tory progress with the small amount of
money b’t their disposal, and recommend
# loan by-law for a further sum to com
plete Mr. Blair's landscape design. The
number of visitors has been materially
wcreased, while the trees, shrubbery,
animals, birds, fish, etc., are in a fine
and flourishing coadition.

SPECIAL MARKET COMMITTEE,
The Special Marke: Committee Teport
the purchase of asite on Cormorant and
Fisgard streets, at a cost of $42,000,
which they consider cheap. They have
alsv accepted Mr. Teague’s plans for the
new market building.

¢
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.

Mr. Northeott referring to the different
buildings which the city bas put up during
the year, viz.: the addition to City Hall,
che female prison ward, the finishing up
of the Fire Hall and Police Barracks, as
well as thefurnishi: g of the differentoflices
throughout, says they have all been dune
n accordance with the plans and specifi-
vations.

ELECTRIC LIGHT AND STREET LIGHTING.

The committee on electric light and
street lighting remarked that the year

g | has been uneventful except to lead them

to realize the pressing ueed of a widely
extended service, such as would create
an expenditure quite beyond the scope of
the ordinary yearly revenue. It is stated
that the capacity of the plant is
greatly overrated while in view
of the extension of the ' city’s
limits a large number of additional lights
will be required immediately. The cost
of mainteuance was-$9,668.93, including
$4.648.25 for wages and $2,131.50 for
fuel. As for the future the committee is
of opinion that this demand must be
organized upon a broad basis, having
awple facilities and with a view to per-
manency. /| They believe this object can
best be secured through a consolidation
and centralization of the lighting inter-
ests under corporation control, and
recommend early negotiation for the bqr-
chase of all interests in the Victoria Gas
Co. and the Victoria Electric Co.; having
'n view thg establishment of permanent
works of such magnitude as will prove
adequate for the need of street and com-
mercial lighting purposes for a large
population. This, they believe, would
prove to be revenue producing and a
source of wealth to the city. Failing
this, the committee recommend the pre-
paration of a by-law in the sum of $35,-
000 for'the immediate and adequate ex-
tension of the street lighting service.

STREET COMMITTEE.

The street committee submitted state-
ments showing the work performed dur-
the year. The contracts on hand at the
close of 1889 and completed in 1890
amounted to $12,039.92. The work per-
formed by contract during the year
reached $1,449.50. The contract for con-
creting the piles under the draw of Rock’
Bay bridge is on hand, but is not yet
completed. The box drains laid during
th - year were Johnson street ward 5,304
fee’; Yates street 1,905 feet; James Bay
4,761 feet. The rock broken by hand
amounted to 1,376% yards; the rock taken
out by steam drill on Johnson street
wa\rd 3,000 yards, and the rock broken
by® crusher 3,232 yards. In Johnson
street ward 658 feet of four-feet sidewalk
were laid - by contract, 3,351 feet
of six feet, 1,313 feet of eight feet, 568
feet of ten feet and 100 feet of twelve
feet. In James Bay ward, 1,316 feet of
four feet, 797 feet of six feet, aud 32 feet
of eight feet. In Yates street ward, 128
feet of twelve feet. The city, carpeuter
laid 5,604 feet of sidewalk,”/ of various
widths, in Johuson street ward, 2,760
feet in Yates street ward, and 950 feet
in Jawes Bay ward. Sidewalks were re-
paired, in Johnson street:-ward, to the
extent of 6,034 feet ; Yates 'street ward,
5 981 feet ; James Bay ward, 2.461’ feet.
Some 30 streets were macadamized during
the year. It is recommended that the
work of grading and widening Pandora
street be resumed at an early date, also
‘that 'the work on Blanchard street be
completed and that Burdett avenue be
graded from Churchway to Quadra street.
The grading of Chatham . street, Spring
Ridge, has been prosecuted, sbut a diffi-
culty has arisen because the Staffurd
estate have refused to ullow their fences

to be removed and to give the land re-

quired to widen the street. The Park
Committee are strongly urged to macada-
mize Catherine street, the Street Commit-
tee having graded it at a cost of $6,307. |

OFFICIAL PLAN COMMISSION.

Mr. Pemberton on the part of the
contmissioners appointed under the City
of Victoria Ofticial Map Amendment Act
of 1889, submitted au account for ser-

covering all the streets named 1n_the Act,
and showing the position of boundaries
had been examined, certitied and signed
by them and depusited in the Land
Regis:ry Oftice.

BUILDIN‘G INSPECTOR’S REPORT.

Mr. Northcott remarks that the fig-
ures which he submits show the prosperi-
ity and substantial growth of the city.
There wer- erected during the year 311
‘rame buildings, costing $647,000, and
28 separate brick buildings, worth $453,-
700. The brick .blocks consist of one
four stories in height, sixteen of
three stories, nine of two stories and
two of one, including 28 stores, 2 church-
e+, and 1 stonechurch. In James Bay
ward there were 120 frame buildings,
costing-$319,300 ; four of brick, $36,500.
In Yates street ward, 72 frame, $222,-
200 ; and 19 brick, $325,800; Johnson
street wurd, 119 frame, $146,700; five
bﬁk, $60,700. In all cases, the brick
buildings were put up in accordance with
the city by-laws.

FIRE WARDENS' REPORT.

The Fire Wardens announce' that the
small fire loss. during the year isa plea-
saut subjeét for congmatulation, the re-
cord showing 86 fires with a loss estimated
at $10,795, the principal damage haviug
been caused by water used in suppressin.
fires. This, they think, might be, to a
very great extent. obviated by the pur-
chase of a first-class chemical engine.
They endorse the suvgestions made by
the chief engineer, pay their tribute to
the fidelity and efficiency of the bri ade,
and support their petition for an increase
of salary, the meg being, at the presen:
time, paid less thhn ‘any departmeut ou
the Pacific coast. Chief Engineer Deasy,
in-his report, gives a list of members and
officers composing the brigade, togethe:
with a record of fires andalarms. An at-
tempt was made to drill the scholars of
the Central school asa tire brigade, but
the authorities take little interest in the
endeavor to check fires in a building
where 80 many helpless children congre-
gate daily. The hose still remains -up
there in an cpen shed, where the child-
ren  play, and every effort has
been made by the chief, but, unsuccess-
fully, to have a proper shed built
for 1ts safe keeping, in defiult of which
its remov-1is recommended. The Chiet
again refers to the unprotected conditior:
of the wharves, warehouses, shipping and
Government property along the water
frout, and in November last addressed
letter on the subject to Messrs. Prior an
Earle, M.Ps., suggesting that pumps be
placed ou the Dominion steamer Princess
to throw at least four streams. The small
fire loss is attributed in a great measure
to the Gumewell Fire Alarm sys'em. To
prevent damage to the alarm system it is
recommended that brackets be placed on
all poles and 1nsulated wire should take
the place of bare wire. The extension of
the limits demands, it is urged, more
houses, apparatus »nd firemen, as, should
alarms come in- from outside boxes, it
would be-dangerous to leave the centre
or business portion of the city, unpro-
tected. The Chief, consequently, asks
for threp new fire stations: one 'in the
vicinity of Moss and Fort streets; one
near the junction of Douglas and Govern-
ment streets, and one in Victoria West.
More horses and hose wagons will also be
required, and it will be necessary to ex-
tend the alarm system. The purchase of
a, combined hose wagon and chemical
engine is absolutely necessary for the
business portion of the city. Two steam
fire engines are in good condition, but
che Tiger requires a new . boiler. . The
hand engines and old hand reels should,
it issaid, be sold. The department has
seven horses. all in good condition. A
‘bundred - hydrants have been placed
throughout the city, while . fifty - more
should be placed this year.  The supply
of water is described as all that can be
desired, but larger mains are necessary
on several streets. The officers and
members of the force are praised for their
attention and efficiency. - It is advised
that 3,000 copies of the new Fire Preven-
tion by-law be printed and distributed.
The property belongiug to the depart-
ment is estimated at $56,345.50.

EMMA ABBOTT TO BE CREMATED.

The Late Prima Donna Took a Great Interest
in the Ovens at Washington, Pa.

It is expected that the body of Emma
Abbott, who died in Salt Lake City on
Monduy, will be sent to Pittsburg to be
cremated. When bodies were first - cre-
mated st the Moyne crematory, in
Washington, Pa., Miss Abbott happened to
be in $hat town and was much interested in
the new method of disposing of the dead.
Three years ago, while in %’ittsburg, Miss
Abbott and Miss Annandale were preparing
for an afternoon drive, when some one sug-
gested that they visit the Pittsburg crema-
tory, which had just been completed.

‘“ A mew crematory here,” exclaimed the

prima douna. *‘How interesting! Let us
go und see it. How delightful, Lizzie!”
she said, turning to Miss Aunandale.
‘““How horrible, you mean,” was the
retort of the contralto.
“How so? Itisnot dreadful at all. I
am not afraid of the thought of death, and
I suppnse I'll be burned anyway,” she con-
cluded, with a merry laugh, and so it came
about that' the visit to the Samson crema-
tory was made.g Picking up a tiny piece of
bone, Miss Abbott remarked as she left the
place after an - hour’s stay, “‘If I may have
this I shall have it ‘mounted in a pin and
wear it as a memento, and besides, it will
remind me of my resolution.”

* What resolution ?” was asked. .

““I huve definitely determined to'do what I
have said I would do betore. When I die
Ushall be cremated. If it can be managed,
I shall be cremated right here in Pittsburg.”

Only a few weeks ago Miss Abbott allud-
ed to’her desire to be cremated as a thing
settled and understobd.  The persons in
charge of the crematory at Pittsburg will
give no information, but it is believed that
they have been instructed to bave the retort
in readiness.

. —_———
The Diamond City Furniture Co. has

taken lpoasesaion of the store in Nanaimo
formerly occupied by the late J. Harvey.

vices of $460 and reported that plans||

CITY COUNCIL.

b "The regular meeting of the City Coun-
cil was held. Friday night, as per adjouin-
ment, His Worship,the Mayor, presiding;
present, Ald. Goodacre, McKillican,
Kelly, Smith, Holland,” Robertson, Vi-
gelius, Wilson, and Harrison.
The city clerk submitted the following
COMMUNICATIONS :
8. Perry Mills—on the subject of in-
juries claimed to have been sustained by
Rev. A. Blythe.

Ald. Vigelius said the report of the
Street connmittee would refer to this.

W. H. Ireland, secretary of the Trades
and Labor Council,—objecting to the
expenditure of public money for adver-
tising the city, and appoiuting a delega-
tion to wait upon the Council in connec-
tion with that communication. Referred
to the Printing committee.

' Robert Irving—asking for a street line

granted on the usual conditivns.

J. A. Lawrence—calling attention to
the wretched condition of Perry street,
James Bay, and asking for a sidewalk.
Referred to Street’ committee, with
power to act; on motion of Ald. Wilson
and Smith.

F. G. Richards, jr., asking a sidewalk
and box drain ou Rithet street—Referred
to Street - Committee with power to act;
on motion of Ald. Wilson and Smith.

Hon. John Robson with regard to the
report of Dr. Milne as to Chinese exhu-
mations, and stating the Government
saw the necessity of a separate burial
ground for Chinese, but could not regu
lute the action of the Buard of Health
with referencs to the disinterment and
removal of bodies.

Ald. Wilson suggesied that the Govern-
ment be requested to withhold all permits
for the removal of bodies. The cemetery
was now within the city limits, and sv far
as it was concerned the corporation could
withhold its permission.

On motion, the communication was re-
ceived (the medical health officer to be
instructed to refuse 'his certificate fur

commend the incoming Council to pass a
by-law to regulate the disinterment of
Chinese bodi.s in the C metery.

The street committee reported that
they had instructed the City Surveyor to
wform Rev. Mr. Blythe that they did
not consider him eutitled t» any indem-
nification for the accident of which he
compl iued.

The report of the road committee on
this and a variety of other matters was
received and adopted.

Ald. Vigelius huped that the printing
of the repurts would be done by teuder,
and cumplained that lust year there had
b en undue delay in the work of printing,
the reports not having been ready until
after'the electiuns. 1t was desirable that
shey be got out at once. )

Ald. Holland said tbat the Printing
committee had taken steps to obtain ten-
ders for printing, and it was hoped that
to-morrow night it would be possible to
give out the eontracts. .

On motion of Ald. Harrison, the time

pipes was extended” to the 24th, as pe:
the application of Messrs. Bell, Irving &
Co., who had already forwarded their
tender from England,

A number of accounts, amountir to
399.50, were received andordered t be

aid if correct. s
p.tu)in motion of Ald, Holland the aunual
reports were rectived and referred to the
Priuting committee, with power «to have
them printed according to the lowest
tender. ¢

The clerk said, in answer to Ald. Hol-
land, that he believed the only report
which had not yet been handed in was
that of the treasurer and auditor.

Some discussion arose as to the advisa-
bility of baving this completed without
d-lay, so that the public wight have com-
munication of it,before the elections. It
was stated that every facility would be

disinterments). It was resolved to re- |* ]
alongside the

Creek, naming it the Amazon.
East side of the lake, William Mousle
and T. C. Wells state that they have a
large body of mineral in the Arcade, a
new location thought to lie on the same
vein as the great Blue Bell.
Hendryx and G. Harmon have recorded
the Pioneer, a location adjoining the
Blue Bell on the East.

Griggs. He refuses to tell which company
is putting up the funds, and has nothing to
say about Griggs.
much in the dark as the public. He
neither knows who Griggs is or where the

Contractor Smith is as

money comes from. "About 150 men were

paid off this afternoon and evening, and
after the originul holders of checks get
their money here Smith will take a run up
the line and pay off the balance.

The public feels u great sense of relief in

the satisfactory turn in affairs, and 200
wards of the city will be turned off to-
morrow.

.
KOOTENAY NOTES.

(From the Nelson Miner.)

The suspension of the Spokane Nati~nal
Bank, of which the old-time banker and
mining man, Warren Hussey, is cashicr,
ties up several hundred dollars of one
Nelson man’s money. He is the only
man in the town who had a bank account

on Moss and Belcher street. 'Request|and a check bo 'k ; now he wishes he had

had neither. The suspension is probably
only temporary, as Mr. Hussey 'is part
owner of the great Morning mine at Mul-
lan, Idaho, for which & million dollars
was recently refused, it is said.

The damaged pipe at the Davys & Tol-
son saw-mill has been repaired. Before
leaving for Victoria, Mr. Davys report d
that all the lumhgr needed for the Mara
steamboat, except 8,000 feet of planking,
had been sawed. Two- pieces, 54 feet
long, were whip-sawed, on account of ex-
pected difficulties in floating pieces of that
length'down the flume. The 800 fest of
planking will be taken out eaily in the
spring.

Several locations have recently been
mads on what is supposed to be the Lit-
tle Donald ledge. There is a good show-
ing of miueral on all the claims, the ore
being *of the same character as that
found on the Little Donald. The loca-
tions are owned by W. R. Luther, Luuis
Riser, Thomas Shearer and Ernest Har-
rof, and are named King Solomon, Van-

derbilt, Minneapolis, and Creek View,
and are situated between the Little Don-
ald and Coffee Creek. T. C. Wellsand

John H. Burns have located a claim
Tressa, on Woodbury
On the

W. A

PORT CRESCENT GOSSIP.

Mild Weather on thnqnl!—Glm Plentifu!

—Building Operations.

Special to THE CoOLONIST.
PorT CrESCENT, Jan. 8.—No snow has

fallen yet on the land adjoining the
Straits, but the mountains and even the
foot hills are white with snow.
reported very scarce in most places, al-
though occasionally deer are killed along

the beach, where they become e
for receiving t-nders for the sewerage] be:wee: th: c|$‘°m:ywnw:] % eattapped

Game is

Ranchers

from the Soleduck valley. report seeing
large fiumbers of elk andi

ther game.

Mr. aud Mrs. F. C. Pearl- left " for

4

Cacoma this morning. =
Our colony of Chinameén is making ela-

horate prep.rations for the celebration of
Chinese New Year.
special decorations and fireworks have
heen ordered frum a native wholesale
dealer in San Fraaci

will have a merry time.

A large quantity of

The Celestial

Contractors Wacker & Hollister have

begun the erectivn of the new two-storey
buildivg for the Port Crescent Leader.

—_——

B. C. FRUIT GROWERS.

Interesting and Important Papers Read with

Animated Discussions.

At the annual meeting of the British

afforded the press to publish all possible
information as to this financial questiun.

The Mayor reportei as one of a com-
mittee appointed to wait on the Govern-
went with respect to the transfer to the
city of the taxation levied upon. the dis
tricts which had just been brought into
he city, that the Premier had said it
would be impussible to transfer the taxes
to the city us they were imposed under
Provincial Legislation. The Government,
however, would appropriate for the dis-
trict its pro rata of the levy, and if the
member- for the district gave their con-
sent would put'that moeney by itself for
expenditure in the Victoria distriet. No
further taxation could be imposed this
He had no doubt that the old
wunicipality would act liberally.
would be the duty of the council to com-
municate with the members for the dis-
trict a8 to the disposition of a portion of
the sum appropriated to the, district.
The new order of things would have tv
be formally ratiticd by the Legislature.

The Mayor said tuat so soon as the
Finance report was ready he would call
the members of the council together for
their last meeting.

The council adjourned at 9:15.

PO R D —

STARVING MEN GET THEIR PAY.

Railroad Laborers in Portland Paid by a Mr.
“Griggs,” Who May be Jay Gould.

PorTLAND, Jan. 4.—Considerable specu-
lation was indulged in by the public to-
day as to what company is furnishing the
money with which the discharged laborers

are being paid off. The adthority to pay
the men comes through a Mr. Griggs, who
arrived from somewhere Tuesday night, but
refuses to state for which company he is
acting. He will not give theginitials of his
name, the place he bails from, or the nature
of his corumission. He says he is authorized
to furnish Contractor Smith with money
enough to pay off all the laborers holding
original time checks, and that the money
brokers and others who have been buyin

them will have to wait. The only admission
Griggs made wus that. the money was fur-
nished by the company that is expected
to furnish it. From this it is inferred
that he represents
Notwithstanding

the cost of coustruction of the Sound ex-
tension, and that the Great Northern, by
virtue of the agreement entered into three
months ago, should pay the other half, the
Union Pacific company let the contract,
and to them the public, as wellas the labor-
ing men, bave looked for the money.

) P
Union Pacific, was as uncommunicative as

Columbian Fruit Growers’ association, on
Wedneada§ evening, at Vancouver, Mr.
Walter Taylor read an important paper on
‘“ The Fruit Industry of British Columbia.”
He described the way in which ‘fruit is
dealt with, the kinds of fruits used, the
condition in which it should be received,
the difficulties existing and the future
prospects of the industry. He concluded
that British Colunibia is becoming more and
more celebrated as a fruit-growing country,
and he hoped also for the saperiority
of its canned goods. Mr. R. L. Codd’s
(Port Hammond) paper on *“Bee Culture,”
displayed an intimate acquaintance with
his subject in every detail. Mr. Latham.
of New Westminster, delivered a highly iu-
structive address on ““Amateur Gardening.”
Mr. W. J. Brandreth gave a great amount
of information on the subject of ‘‘Small
Fruits.” Mr. G. W. Henry dealt at length
with ‘““the Grape.” Mr. G. A. McTavish, of
Victoria, descanted on * Bulb Culture.” A
capital paper was read on ‘‘the Idaho pear,”
after which the election of officers was pro-
ceeded with and resulted as follows : Direc-
tors, Vancouver—J. M. Browning, Wm.
Prout, A. H. B. Macgowan, R. T. Robin-
son, R. E. Gosnell, G. G. Mackay and W.
Taylor ; New Westminster—Thomas Cun-
ningham, John Lister, P. Latham and
M. Sinclair; Port--Hammond — (. W.
Heory : Victoria—G. A. McTavish, ). W.
Higgins, M.P.P., und Mr. Jay; Richmond
—O0. D. Sweet; Chilliwhack—I. Kipp, J.
H. Bent, A. C. Wells; Matsqui—C. B.
Sword, H. F. Page; Langley—J. Maxwell,
James McAdam; Surrey—J. Punch, H. T.
Thrift; Burton Prairie—H. P. Bales; Mis-
sion—W. Bulwer, Dr. Bodington; Ladner’s
Landing — E. Hutcherson, J. Kirkland;
Maple. Ridge—W. J. Harris; Nicola—
John Clapperton ; Kamloops—J. A. Mara,
H. McCutcheon ; Okansgan—Alfred Pas-
tell, George Whelan; Spallumcheen—Don-
ald  Graham; Spence’s Bridge — John
Murray; Cuache Creek—C. A. Semlin ;
Lillooet—C. A. Phair; Salt Spring Island—
John P. Booth, M.P.P.; Comox—J. A.
Halliday ; Saanich—J. D. Bryant; Mayne
Island—T. R. Figg; Nanaimo—J. G. Half-
penny ; Esquimalt—Hon. C. E. Pooley ;
Cowichan—J. Broadwell; Ashcroft—Ex-
Governor Cornwall; North Arm—W. J.
Brandreth ; Donald—A. W. Manuel ; Pen-
der Island—W. Grummer; Port Moody—
Norval Bucherat; Harrison—T. Wilson 5
"Lula lsland—J. Rupert Foster ; Port Haney
—Hector Ferguson.

/At a meeting of the directors, subsequent-
ly, W. J. Harris was re-elected president ;
Jobn Kirkland, first vice-president; O. D.
Sweet, second vice-president, and A. H. B.
Macgowan, secretary-treasurer.

It was arranged that the quarterly meet-
ing shduld be held at Ladner’s Landing, and
the meeting adjourned to accept Mr. W.Tay-
lor’s invitation to visit and inspect the Brit-

————

THE SEALING QUESTION,

Judge .Swan Holds the Americay
View of the Matter to be
Untenable.

Ridiculgs the Idea of Seal Extermi-
uation—In Faet, I here may be
Too Many.

) Judge James G. Swan, of Port Townsend,
is fAt Présent stopping at the Oriental in
this city. His visit here is on private
business, but his views are of much interest
to the public, and accordingly a CoLonise
reporter called upon him last evening.

Mr. Swan is as well known in Victoria
a8 he is across the line, and it is not neces-
sary to here recapitulate his public re
He 18, at present, the Hawu‘i)ian Couac:lrg;&
Port qunsend, and also a Commiissioner of’
the United States Circuit Court. He is a
lawyer by profession, and came to the State
of Washiugton in 1852, when it was a por-
tion of Oregon, thus ranking well in the
‘f-‘m rank of the pioneers of the Pacific

The controversy between Judge wal
ax.xd Henry W. Elliott in regardg ws I:hxel
birth of seals, and the habits of the infant
seal pups, has been of long standing, and
hus but recently been well ventilated in the
columns of the daily press. In Tae CoLox-
18T of Junuary 3 was published un article
from the pen of Prof, Swan, in  which he
completely overturned the pet theory of his
opponexft, who alleges that *‘seals born in
the water sink like a stone,” and that they
swam off from all parts of the Pacific to
breed o;:htlt:q Pribyloff lslands. Judge Swan
argues that it isa physical impossibility f
the seals of the Alaska coast g’ all coggr?el-.
gate at those islands if they would ; that
their youq¥ do not sink, but swim ; and he
saye he will shortly have affidavits for pub-
lication disproving such theory by actual
observations. Even a kitten will swim
when thrown into the water—much niore a
seal, whose native clement it is.

Judge Swan considers Mr. Elliott as a
very good young man iu his way, who
kuows but livtle of the question on which he
has been writing. Moreover, not content
with advocating his own groundless theory,
Mr. Elliott goes out of his way todeny and
fulsify the reports of those who are eye-
witnesses to what they describe. As to seals
being born in the water and swimming im-
ediately after birth, there is no question
in the minds of those who have long
studied their hakits on the coast of British
gfluznilg& fgﬂul:ily :hu Pribyloff seals may

& different breed of stock— it i
doubtful. .k Sirvey

In regard to the Behring Sea agitation,
Judge Swan takes_ no stock in it.
He holds the American view to be
untenable, and says all this bluf
yawe is being played salely for the
advuntage of the American companies hav-
ing the lease of the fisheries. Last year it
wus Louis Schloss’ Commercial company—
this year it is another—but they are ‘all
tarred with the same stick.” Greed, plunder
and possibly a ““silent division” of the
spoils are the mainsprings which keep the
wheels a-running in the gresent little game.
; The extermination of \the seals ! no such
thing is in any way probable nor hardly
possible. - They bring forth only one young
once a year, it is true, but there are millions
of tl in Behring's Sea, which - the so-
called *“slaughter " does not materially de-
populate. - They sbound, moreover, in the
Sea of Okhotsk, off the coast of Japan, down
by Cupe Horn, and in the Atlaotic at the
Falkland Islands. As the seals ure only
*hunted for their fur, which is not a neces-

sity of the poor but a luxury of the rich, it

is highly improbable that their numbers
will be so depleted as to call for restrictive
measures,

The hair seals have been hunted in the
Atluntic for bundreds of years, and their
baunts show no traces of a decrease in
population.” Indeed, as the seals are the
wost greedy of fisheuters, it may, some day,
be necessary to thin them out, solely to
preserve from destruction the salmon-and
cod tisheries of the North Paucific.

And as to this sealing industry being ex-
clusively an American ** plant,” it was all
nonsense ; for all the sealskins huve to go
to England to be dressed. The Americans
do not understand the process, ond cannot
do it anyhow. hen, are not the interests
of the two countries identical in this mat-
ter? Why should there be so much ado
about nothing, when the flow of commerce
has only one channel, and there is, more-
over, room and enough for all ?

Judge Swan is pretty good authority on
this subject, or on most any connected with
the industries of this coast. He made his
observations on the habits of the seals
while stationed as inspector of customs at
Cape Flattery. He has been for thirty
years a corresponding member of the
Smithsonian institute, und has furnished to
that national museum its largest and finest *
collection illustrating Indian. life and de-
velopment on the Northwest (oast. All
visitors to Washington City have admired
this feature of the great capital.
While deeply interested in the sealing
question, and equally contemptuous of the
crude theories of Henry W. Klliott, Judge
Swan finds plenty of leisure to descant on
other public topics of interest. He says
that the standstill in railroad building across
the line is only temporary, and not
permanent. That on Januery 1st $20,000,-
were paid out for intcrest in Boston,
and $90,000,000 in New York—to say noth-
ing of the other great financial centres.
This money is on the market now for re-in-
vestment, and much of it will come out
here. Jay Gould has said that in ninety
days money will be a drug in the market—
and he ought to know. Judge Swan be-
lieves the Port Townsend Southern railroad
will be built through at once, and that the
present lull in the developement of the
Puget Sound country will give way toire-
newed activity in the spring. Railroads,
he says, are not generally built in the winter,
anyhow. .
As to Victoria and British Columbis,
Judge Swan has only one word to say.
That word confirms the universal verdict,
that a steady growth and increase is assured
for the present, and for the future u pros-
perity in no way second to the sister
country across the border.
—_——

An Unknown Muarderer,
Newmay, Cal, Jan. 9.—Last night an
unknown person shot and killed the wife of

Percy McDowell, residing on Newman
branch, about 15 miles south of this place.
McDowell had been cattle foreman on the
runch for several years past. So far there
is no clue tothe murderer. All is excite-
ment in the vicinity.

Census of California.
WasHINGTON CITY, Jan. 7.—The census
of California has been completed, and shows
the white populgtion of the state to be
1,111,558 ; Chinese, 71,681; Indiauvs, 12,-
355; colored, 11,437; Japanese, 1,009

ish Columbia Fruit Canning Co.

Total population, 1,208,130.
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CAPITAL NOTH

Jove t U
e P. E. L. Gov grnmen ]
L Adoption of the Stra
Tunnel Seheme.

. »oins Predicts a Big Eai

nggto Qceur on the 17th Al
ust, 1894.

Hon. F. G. Vernon Reaches

En Route HOmP——Ranl.'

Convention in Ontarig

(From Our Own Corresponde
Orrawa, Jun. 12.—Hon. F. G

Jehief Commissioner of Lands 8
P lor British Columbia, arrived

England to-day, and will rem.a.'
da.y; transacting official busing
Hon. Edgar Dewdney’s guest.

The Minister of Finance has
the Millers’ Association pointig
immense possibilities of an exj
with the West Indies.

L. J. Sergeant, the new man

nd Trunk was introduced to
ger:s of the Government to-day.

The Government steamer Na

tal loss. .
wThe members of the Pring
Island Government made a form
to Sir John tu-day to adopt

el scheme. )
tmlj’l:'of. Shaw, of the Ontario Ag
College, estimnates the loss of the
through the McKinley tariff
million dollars annually.

Prof. Wiggins nd!cules the
theories of the geologists. He
the only man who knows anythi
the matter. The next big quake
August 17th, 1894.

The leaders of the reform f§
decided to call a general conveny
reformers of Ontario, for the p
organizing for the coming Dom
tion. The convention will be
Toronto in February, but the d
yet definitely fixed. )

A large clothing house in Mot
sent a traveller to the Indies
orders. |

The Chinese poll tax receip
couver for December were $2,8

crease of $1,175.

EUROPEAN GOSS

THE TRISH QUARREL.
LonpoN, Jan. 12.—There are t
indications that the Gladstonisn
gusted with O’Brien for dilly-dally
Parnell and with his course, an
lose in a marked degree the
which has heretofore been place
_judgment by the English Liberals.
irrespective of the final result of
tiations. 1t is intimated that th
ites are considering the policy - of
home rule in the background of
form in order fo counteraai th
disaffection of the Liberals and m
tinuance of the Libersl-Irish allia]
ble on the lines of local govern
other material, but not revoluti
forms for the benefitof Ireland. It
by some that this would check P
would divide the Irizh delegation
ate and radical sections, with the :
of English sentiment in favor of ¢
ates. As, however, the hope of
O'Brien to abandon the conferen
Parnell has been given up, and
ported in certain optimistic circle
persuasions on the McCurthyites
an effect, and that O’Brien is only
for Dillon to join him in order to
treat under cover of that gentle
vice, Parpell’s Limerick add
made a more favorabie impression
Kilkenny deliverances, and the 4
his Irish supporters are willing to
letter to Premier Rhodes, of Cap
conclusive eviden e of his accurag
ing his couversation with Gladston
ringtou’s remark about the moralit
nell’s opponents, and especially Jg
Cartby, isevoking much comment
sip. It is a general rumor that on
vell's severest opponents in the
lisulentu;'y\'party has a mistress in
and pays frequent visits to that cj
other is educating an illegitin
in a leading English institution
ing, and his mother for hi
keeper. As to McCarthy, his rg
has been free from scandal, and
ton’s remark occasioned much surp
has also aroused much uneasiness,
rington is known to be a man of ag
to be capable of glving names when
proof. The intimation of Archbisho
primate of Ireland, that the Iris
might look differently at matters
nell is married to Mrs. O'Shea, is
ject of cousiderable criticism au
Euglish Liberals, who look upon i
cation that the Lishops way yet con
make peace with Parnell in the futy
DISTRESS IN GERMANY.
The amount of distress among th
the North of Germany is appallin
number of persons out of work
199,000, of whon, 30,000 are in Hj
The general interruption to sk
transportation and other industries
son of the c¢ild weather and snf
greatly added to the number of unen
a3 well as to the suffering of that ¢f
EXTORTIONATE PRACTICES.
The inhabitants of Austria-Po
complaining of the extortions prae
the Vienna dealers in food produc
Policy is alleged to be secretly aided
Powers behind the throne, all effort:
tablish local fucilities for trade and]
Portation being frowned upon by the
1ties. A special attewpt is now beid
to establish control of the meat m
Cracow to supply the trade of Gulaj
Pendently of Vienna.
EXTRADITION OF PADLEWSKL]
A despatch from Paris says t
members of the Russian._ secret p
that city have started for Spain to
the extradition proceedings in the
k“g_lewski, the murderer of Gen. §
ofl.

ey
THE BEHRING S StA QUES

Bronght Befo e th: U. . Supreme Cou
Lega ity of h: Sayward Seiza
o b Tested.

WasHINGTON, Jan. 12. — The Ba

a fur seal fishing question was, thi
Doon, suddenly and unexpectedly b

ore the Supreme court of the
States, when Sir John Thompson, m

-of Justice for Canada, through Mr.

arlisle, American counsel of the ]
tion, and Joseph Choate, associal




