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THE OLYMPIC GAMES.
:'-I’h"e Olympic games just concluded
at Stockholm do not seem to have
groused in this country anyvthing like
‘t,he' 4nterest manifested on the previ-
Sus -guadrennial occasions. Im 1908
when the festival was held in London,
public interest Wwas at a maximum;
thig time, although Canada has done
better than any other country except
Sweden and South Africa, in ~propor-
tien to -population, there is small en-
< thusiasm.
; Perhaps it was the close and excit-
ing struggle between Great Britain and |

try made rather a poor showing
. against ‘the pig republic, though the
empire as 2 whole scored in the track
ang field events a total of 26 points,
against United States’ 85, and in all
contests 108 against United States’
128, stantding second on the list.- The
rémoteness of Stockholm from our or-
dipary world,y ‘the prominence of
Swedes and Finns with anpronounce-
able names, rising in swarms from the
region around, tcnded to cloud the
scene of action. And is it certain that
in this twentieth century the genéral
popularity of running, jumping. and
throwing matches is on the increase?
When Canada has herself done SO
wel] in the games, a Canadian cannot
be accused of crying seur grapes if he
ventures o question, in some Te-
spects, the importance of such con#*
tests. They are good fun in themselves,
fhey help to pbring about on the whole

“ g friendlier society of nations, they
d educators re-

may keep governors an
minded of the value of physical develop-
ment, and it goes without saying that
they are one test of national energy.
virility .and organizing power. But of
these qualities they are far' from be-
ing the test test. They cannot be said
exactly to improve these qualities;
sports of this mature, even the row-
ing and ‘tennis contests, are no end in
themselves. It was not this sort of
thing . that the Duke of Wellington
seant when he ascribed his victories
to lessons learned on the - playgrounds
.of Eton. ks :

: Over in England, where it has be-
eome fashionable to raise an alarm
about almost everything, such being a
d@rawback to sitting on top of the lad-
@er, some of the sporting editors mur-
gnur that Britons are on the down-
grade, a decadent people that mneeds
pracing ' up. They exclaim that the
Olymbpic ' games are coming to be
generally taken as the great test of
gational virility, " Thisis 2 doubtful
supposition. Germany scored only
4 points in track and field events, 34
in a2l contests, against Canada's 7 and
13, respectively. But not many Cana-
#&ians will be so foolish as to consider
the German people proportionately
4nferior in virility er organizing power.

It is all a matter of special atten-
tion t6 such athletics and of special-
dzation by the athletes themselves.
Perhaps the silliest of all specialties
4s the Marathon rum, which appears to
‘be the central event of these games.
‘We were glad, of course, to have our
Sherring win some years ago at
Athens, and to see the victory of the
South Atrican, ‘McArthur, this year.
But while the 26-mile run may have
had a useful signmcam-c in ancient
times, when messages were carried on
foot, it is a dangerous survival In
these times of rapid transit by steam
and electricity. The victory of Gould-
ing, justly celebrated in Toronto oOn
Thursday, was in am event of some
common sense, the long-distance walk.
But perhaps the Olympic winner of
1912 who most appeals 10 the average
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