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Further Correspondenee

Between Employeré’ Protective
Association and Longshore-

men’s

Union.

RE LABOR RATES,
St. John's,
. August 25, 1921,
Editor Evening Telegram.

Dear Sir,—I send you herewith a
eopy of further correspondence that
bhas been exchanged with the L.S.P.U.
regarding the above, and shall be
pleased if you can find space  for
same in the Telegram, as it is a ques-
of prime importance to the whole
country and particularly to the citi-
zens of St. John’s. We have so far had
no reply from the L.S.P.U. to our
communication of 19th inst.

For the infm'maticn of the public,
the rates at present in force are:,

For steamboat labor, 58 1-2 cents
per hour.

For wharf labor, packers and bar-
rowmen, 37 4-5 cents per hour.

Ordinary labor, yafiing fish, etc., 31
1-2 cents per hour.

The argeement made with the L.S.
P.U. in May last provided that the
rates on and after 1st July should be:

For steamboat labor, 50 cents per
hour. 3

For wharf labor, packers and bor-
rowmen; 356 cents per hour.

Ordinary labor, yafiling fish, etc., 29
cents per hour. e

The employers are merely insisting
upon the carrying out of this agree-
ment.

The agreement contained the fol-
lowing provision:—

“That it must be understood that
““should therg, be any great change in
“the cost of living between July 1921
“and May 1922, either party shall be
“at liberty to 23k a reconsideration of

“wages.”
As a matter of Zact there has been
a still further reduetion in the cost

Sheetings,
Table Damasks and

White

ues

) l'essary. Apart,

of living since the making of = the
agreement and this in spite of the in-
creased dutles.

Yours truly, :
AVALON T. GOODRIDGE, Secretary.

» .

St. John's,
August 9, 1921.
Mr. James Caul,

Recording Secretary, L.S.P.U., City.

Dear Sir,—With reference to our
letter of 6th inst., and to our sugges-
tion for a meeting with the delega-
tion from your body, we havé heard
from your delegate, Mr. Coady, that it
is not convenient for you to send a
deputation to-day, and we think that
under the circumstances it is just as
well for us to write you to express
the views of the members of our As-
sociation so that you can place same
first before your Executive for comsid- .
ergtion, If after they have considered
same they wish to meet a deputation
from our body for further informatien
we can no doubt arrange a meeting
some evening in the mnear future.
Otherwise we assume you will calla
meeting of your body and place our
letter before them.

The main point we wish to place be-
fore you is that the members of jour
Association are very firm in their be-
lief that a reduction of wages to the
scale existing between May 1921 and
May 1920 is imperative: We base qQur
claim to this on the ground that th.e
cost of living at the present time is
actually considerably less than the
cost between May 1919 and May 1920.
We have never been very clear as to
whether you admitted this fact or
not, but it is certainly one that can be
proved by independent parties, if nec-
altogetlrer, however,
from the question of the reduced cost
of living, the truth is that the busi-
ness of the country ae it exists to-day
cannot stand the present high rates of
labor in St. John’s; this is applicable
both to the question of steamers and
to the fish handlers. We are quite cer-
tain that unless wages are reduced
the quantity of fish handled in St.
John’s will be very much reduced and
that the conditions of unemployment
here will in consequence become even
worse than they are at present. We
think you will agree that we h;'we
been very considerate in temporising
with your Union over this question of
reduced wages, but the fish handliqg
geason is now commencing, and it is
ahsolutely necessary for employers to
know how they stand with regard to
the future cost of handiing fish. We
hope therefore, that you will be able
to call a meeting of your body at an

Goods.

With the late opening of goods Wé are
able to offer:

English White Twill
~Sheetings,

70 inches wide,

Remnants

“Indian Head,”

Lengths ranging to 10 yards each, width 36 v

only $1.15 yard.

of White

{
@
h

&1

inches, only 45¢. yard.

This is a material which can be used for
many purposes and will wear forever. It is be- ’-
ing used ror Middies, Skirts, Aprons, ete., and
many housewives are to-day making sheets with
it, as being cheap and hard wearing.

ENGLISH LOOM (or Cream) TABLE

DAMASKS at $1.10, $1.35 and $1.75 yd.

English White
Madapolans or
. Cambrics,

42 inches wide, at 40c¢., 45¢. and 60c. yard.

Am. White Shirtings,

36 inches wide, at 25c¢., 27c., 30c. and 35c. yd.

Am. White Cambrics,

InJonE remnants, 36 in. wide; only 29e¢. yard.

Am. White Baby
Flannelettes,

at 23c., 30c. and 35c. yard.
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early date, say 1ot later than next
! Monday evening. and we shall hope to
| hear from you definitely on the ques-
tion by next Tuesday.

Yours very truly,
AVALON T. GOODRIDGE, Secretary.

August 16th, 1921.

The Employers’ Protective Associa-

tion, City.

Dear Sirs—I am directed by the
'Longshoremen’s Protective Union to
acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication of the 9th inst. The sub-
ject matter of the communication has
had the attention of the members.
After giving the iaatter careful con-
sideration the Union has decided that
it cannot agree to any reduction in Fhe
present scale of wages. The question
of the cost of living cannot be taken
into consideration in dealing with the
question of wages, because 95 per

\ | cent. of the members of the Union do

not earn enough under the present

! generally, are suffering from this fact.

LR

open. but to take an entirely different
stand with regard to the laborers
they employ. ° ,

We think perhaps that you do not
fully realise the fact that the exces-
sive wages rates mow in forge,  are
more tham the business of the Coun-
try can8tand, and that the whole‘fish-
ing industry, and every other industry
in the Country, as well as the public

We have already pointed out that if
Employers allowed matters to remain
as theéy arve at-pregent and continued
‘to pay the wages now in force, one of
the ‘inevitable results would be that
there would be little or no Produce
handled in St. John’s. It is perfectly
clear that this ‘produce  woftild ' be
largely handled in the Outharbours

various. markets. ;As  however, the
whole population of St. John’s, even
more than that of the Outports, would
be seriously affected by this, the Fm-
ployers do not for one¢ moment, in-
tend to sit down and accept, /such a
situation, as they consider it their
duty, not only to themselves and the
large population of St. John’s (whose
trade: would very seriously suffer
from the absence or reduction of.fish
handling here) but to the whole po-
pulation of the Dominion, to take such
| means as will inevitably resylt, at an
{ early date, in the reduction of the cost
of handling fishery produce and the
important importations.by steamer. If
your: members cen see this and are
disposed to act as reasonable men
they will find that the reduced wages
will in the lorig run be a blessing to
them and their families, and not, as
they imagine, a curse, as it will cer-
tainly tend to relieve the ungmploy-
ment now existing.

On the other hand, if your Union
forces Employers to seek other labor-
erg,__outside of those at present em-
ployed, the consequences must be
serious and disastrous for those mem-
bers of your Union now employed.
The position is that the produce of the
country must be exported, and nec-
essary commodities must be imported,
and that if the wages demanded by
members of your Unign are unreason-
ably high in relation to values, as they
are at present, and higher than the
wages which others (not members of |
your Union) are prepared’ to accept
for doing the work, all this work will
go to others.

In conclusion we have to state de-
finitely that the members of the Em-
ployer’s Association are not prepared,
after Saturday 27th inst., to pay more
than the rates in force in May 1919,
and that if members of your Union are
not prepared to work on such terms,
steps will be taken to secure e¢ther
emplayees. If you have anything fur=
ther to discuss with us in relation to
this matter, between now and" Satur-

and shipped from there direct to thal

Lock Here!

From Headquarters.
Start- Xmas Sales plan
now forwarded you. Sample
lot School Companions for
_your boy and girl workers.
Sample Xmas Toy assort-
ment will follow. = Your
tea customers can then se-
lect the kiddies’ favorite
Toys. Make our boy and
girl workers glad and your
own kiddies happy.  Be-

come a customer to-day.

Coupon Tea Stores,
227. Theatre Hill.

1L

Produce Store.
GROCERS!

Try a case ot
Meadow Vale

Condensed Mi!k

Superior Quality.
Nice attractive label.
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Ring 812

day 27th inst., we shall be pleased to
meet you. We would like to impress ;
upon you that owing to the high rates
of wages and the fact that these rates
are altogether out of proportion to
the values of fishery produce, employ-
ers have been forced for some time
past to economize with regard to the
number of men they can employ, and
until this matter is jottled and wages
reduced, this state of affairs must of
necessity continue. It 1is therefore
maost desirable in the interests of your
members, if you are able to persuade
them that a reduction must come. (as
it certainly*must), you inform us of
your agreement to the reduction at
the earliest possible moment, as you
will find that the merchants will not
purchase fish in St. John's, or for de-

scale to keep body ad soul together.
Were it not for the fact that the wives
Iand children of the members supple-
: ment the earninzs of' the househald.
'a very large majority of the members
would be compelled to seek able-
bodied pauper relief.

It should not be nccessary to point
out to the Association that in very,
very mary homes of members, the
commonest necessaries of life are
wanting; the reason being, as you are
well aware, scarcity of employment.
To ask under these circumstances a
reduetion of the wage scales is, the
Union submits, not just and reason-
able.

Yours very truly. ,
(Sgd.) JAMES CAUL, Recording Sec-
setary, L.S.P.U.
St. John’s, Newfoundland,
August 19th, 1921.
Mr, James Caul, "’ ]

Recording Secretary, L.S.P.U; City.

Dear Sir,—We have before us' your
letter of 16th inst., and are very much
gurprised at the position taken in this
letter which shows an entirely new
attitude to any you have previously
taken. As you are aware the large in-

4| crease in wages claimed by you and
! granted by Employers from time to

time, have been justified by you and
acknowledged by ourselves entirely
on the grounds of the increased cost of
living, and your representatives have
over and over again during .your
negotiations with us, intimated that
ydu were quite prepared to reduce
wages whenever the cgst of living was
proportionately reduced.

We do not doubt that there 1
least some truth in your claim
in  many of the houses of your mem-
bers, even the necessaries of life are
wanting, owing to lack of employ-
ment, but this is unfortunately a world
wide. condition of affairs, which is all

v | the tyme being made worse by the very
| fact that efforts are made to maintain

wages beyond the point at whjch em-
rloyers are able to engage Iaborers

1 freely. The.only way in which an ar-

ticle that is not very much wanted can

et |

livery in St. John’s, until the question
{ is definitely settled. The continued de-
lay in settlement is only adding to
the difficulties already facing the com-
munity as the result of unemployment.
We shall hope to have an answer

. from you by Wednesday next, although
! we are prepared to go on paying pre-
sent wages up to Saturday, August
27th, to the limited number of men
whom we employ. If we do rot hear
from you by Wedresday next we pro-
pose to publish, for the information of

ested in this question. all the corres-
pondence we have had with you. As a
matter of courtesy to your Urnion, we
are withholding publication .in the
newspapers until then, in order to give
your members time to consider this
letter. ‘
Yours very truly,

AVA,-‘IfON T. GOODRIDGE, Secretary

Employer’s Protective Association.

the public who are so largely inter-,

i clusions in. the League Football game

A Great New Novel

GENE STRATTON-PORTER.

“HER FATHER’S
DAUGHTER.”

Porter’s strongest
most absorbing story.

Price $1.95.

A New Novel by the aunthor of
“A Safety Match”,

“The Willing Horse”
by TAN HAY.

Price $1.60.
CARRETT BYRN

Bookseller & Stationer.

Mrs. and

To-Night’s Football.
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The C.E.I. and Saints wil try con-

which will be played this evening, The
C.E.I. team is practically unchanged.

FELL ON PAVEMENT. > A young
lad named Peddle received a nasty

after one o’clock.
was picked up by Constable Ptcher,
‘who had him conveyed to a doctor for
medical attention.

{ The Saints line-up . will

be: — Gal,

Joyce; backs, McCarter, Chancey;

fall on the pavement near Knowling's ! halves, Brown, Elton, Clouston; for-
West End premises yesterday shortly g wards, Young, McNeil, Munn, Maitland,

The little fellow ; Sawyers.

As the evenings are now
| getting short, it is hoped all players
{ will be on the field and have the gamse
start on time. .
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Il Duchess

Early Williams
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Apples |

East End Feed & ;

B
Have your office made comfortable for you theg,
chilly mornings by using one of NOSWORTHY'g
COSY GLOW HEATERS.

-

Wm. Nosworthy, Limited,
Water Street, West.
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RED BALL VAC. RUBBERS.
RED BALL BLACK RUBBERS.
RED BALL VAC. STORM KING.
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MEN’S SEA RUBBERS—The Rubber with the

white sole.
SPECIAL PRICES ON CASE LOTS FOR
CASH.

F. SMALLWOOD,

218 and 220 Water Streel.
The Home of Good Shoes.
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Exclusive.
Wedding Gitts!

For those who prefer to give &
Wedding Gift that is distinctive
and of real value, the selections
we have to offer you cannot fail
to appeal to your individual
taste. Our stock of Wedding
Gifts is specially selected so that
your gift is exclusive as well as
beautiful and lasting.
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be forced into consumption is by re- |
ducing its pfice and thus temipting |
8 | pirchasers. Similarly when the cost of |
It | 1abor is at too high a figure to war- |
rant Employers utilizing it freely, the '
only remedy is' to reduce its value,
and thus induce Employers to use it
more freely, The economic law  of §
supp'y and demand works exactly the '
) |'same in the case of labor rates as in
the cdsé ‘of ‘commodity prices, but it
is unfortunately the case that }
laboring -population do not appear
appreciate this, 2
1| " Wb 'feel that our previous &orres- ||
. pondence must have convinged your
Zxecautive, and probably your body, of
the undoubted fact that the cost of
& living to-day is actually much less -
§ than it was between May 1919 and.
May 1920, as otherwise you would n
change the stand you have previously :
taken, and put forward an entirely |
new reason for refys ¢ D :

Just received ex Rosalind; also

CALIFORNIA LEMONS, CUCUMBERS.
GRAVENSTEIN APPLES in boxes.
CA}.IFORNIA GRAPES.

of

T. J. DULEY & CO.,
~ Limited.

The Reliable Jewellers and
3 Opticians.

English Blue & White
- Apron Checks,

' WE OFFER THE BEST VALUES PROCUR-
_ ABLE IN COTTON PIECE GOODS. - - - -
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... .. . To arrive Monday ex “Sable Island”;

 RED, YELLOW and BLUE PLUMS. ,
GREENGAGES, YELLOW PEACHES.

" " "STRING BEANS, FRESH TOMATOES

”
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NOVA SCOTIA APPLESE

.= 'To.arrive Tuesday:
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