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Aiding Public Roads.

As will be seen by reference
to the report of proceedings
in the Federal Parliament,
pablished in this issue, the
Government of Canada has
inaugurated its policy .of as-
sisting the Provinces in the
matter of improved highways.
No one can doubt that the
assistance to be thus granted
to the Provincial
ments for highway improve-
ments, will be of the greatest
benefit, and will add consider-
ably to the mileage of really
good roads throughocut the
Dominion. The Federal Gov-
ernment has not yet decided
as to the extent or character
of the aid to be given the
Provincial Governments for
improvement of the highways
There is 2 movement on foot
at the present time to secure
the construction of a highway
extending from ocean to
ocean. - The ideais a mag
nigcent one, but like all other
ideas of such a sweeping char
acter will probably have to
wait for a long period before
it becomes a practical issue, as
a considerable portion of such
a road would be through an
uninhabited country. Of course
in constructing highways in
the different Piovinces this
great project might be kept
in mind, and the roads built
to give the best accommoda-
tion to the people could after
wards be linked together and
eventually form an ocean-to-
ocean highway.

The implementing by the
Goverament of the pre-elec-
tion promise of Mr. Borden
in this matter, at the earliest
possible moment, is a
honest

fair
sample of the and
straightforward methods fol-
lowed by his Government in
carrying out the public trust
reposed in them by the people
When Mr. Borden announced
that he would favor granting
Federal aid to the Provincial
Governments for the improv-
ing of the highways through-
out the country, he took a
step-in advance of any pre
vious political leader. Before
the days of railroads the high-
the
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the world, and the early set-
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been so plentiful during its
construction under Liberal
rule, is not now and probably
never will be known. The
Borden Government is a
Government of performance ;
the Laurier Government was a
Government of promises,

In Canada West.

—_—

During the discussion on
the Grain Bill, recently passed
in the Federal Parliament, a
great amount of information
relative to the disadvantages
sometimes  suffered by the
grain growers in the west was
unfolded. Hon. George E.

Commerce, among other
things gave this graphic pen
picture of the “#ntonvenienve
and loss to which one man
wagsubjected :

“ My heart is no more soft
than the hearts ot other mem-
bers around this table, but T
have letters in my office which
would almost make a man’s
heart bleed [ have one let
ter in my office of a man liv
ing out some I§ miles from
his station, a newcomer who
was in debt for everything
that he had been using, and
his implements as well, who
had got his grain at last har-
vested and threshed out lately,
but who had no order in for a
car that could possibly get to
him for months may be in]
the state of shortage and con
gestion there.
with his two teams a portion
of his grain, what did he find ?
He had no cars. The car
track buyer was there, but
there was no car that the
track buyer had into which he
could put this man’s grain if
he had bought it. The man
on the street was there, or
thereabouts, but the man on
the street could pot buy his
grain. He had no place to
put it if he bought it; the
elevator was chuck full and
had not been emptied for a
long time. That man tried
in vain to sell his grain or to
store it, but there was no
storing plaee for jt, He took
his grain back to his own farm
againand kept it there. Others
piled their grain out behind
somebody's shed and covered
it over, be with some

Teaming in

may
straw ; they cannot sell it.”
In consequence of late har
vest and bad weather, the
past season has been parti-
cularly trying to many of the
agriculturists of the western
country, The grain is on the
hands of the raisers in large|
as the St. |

quantities, and,
says,

John Standard

cannot sell it.

‘ they
They cannot
They haye no barns
their homesteads In

store it.
even on
which to put it. The grain
must be piled up to rot, Why
is the settler in this condition

be asked.
of the

quutes—a

may reasonably
Take the case
Mr. Foster
typical of thousands of set-
tlersin the West, The coun
try has been pictured to him
He bhad oply
to gecure his homestead, pro-
cure farming implements on
credit, sow the seed and reap
the golden haryvest. Thereis
not one Western settler in a
thousand who provides for the

man
case

as a bonanza.

rainy day which comes when
the season is late and unto-
ward events happen, He does
know such a

He is
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not day will

dawn never told.
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is never been ight of
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ind the crash comes.
is what has happened
West this vear

To place the blame on the
transportation companies will
neither
Today there

the

not solve the problem
would it be just
Canadian
Pacific Railway running East |
to Winnie
The Canadian Northern

and

18 bu[ one I;H':;

yet completed,

after eight years of bungling

administration ends ig the air.

the wheat fields to Fort Wil-
liam in winter, and only one
line coming East, as there is
today, the carrying capacity
from the West is the capacity
of that one road. The ele-
vators are full. That, in
brief, is ‘the transportation
situation in the West today.
The hopper is too big for the
spout, and the inexperienced
grain grower, who was not
prepared for this contingency

of a late season, bears the
brunt.

‘A powertul lesson both
for Western Canada and the
Maritime Provinces may be
bad from these unfortunate
and unforeseen conditions.
The Grain Commission will
do much to ameliorate the
congestion in the Prairie Pro
vinces. It will secure a more
equitable distribution of cars
and keep a stricter supervision
over transportation facilities,
but it will not teach the West-
ern settler, green and fresh
from the Old Country, what
be needs to know—that the
rainy day comes even to the
wheat grower, and that pro-
vision must be made. Thisis
not one of the Grain Commis-
sion's duties, The obligation
rests with the Governments
of the Western Provinces.
In their own interest, and to
prevent the West from earn-
ing a repytatjon it does not
deserve, they should include
in future in their advertising
and immigration campaigns a
true statement of the facts.”
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The leading flour trade re-
presentatives of the port of
New York, have filed a pro-
test with the New York Pro-
duce Exchange against Can-
ada establigshing preferential
trade relations with the Brit-
tish West Indies. The prin-
cipal flour exporters to the
West [pdies put forward the
allegation that such a prefer-
ence would be in the nature
of a diserimination, and they
demanded the passage of re-
talitory tariff legislation in
case ("anada should extend the
preference to the British West
Indies., This is a resurrection
of Kaiser William's contention
seven or eight years ago, when
the German government en-
deaygred to demonstrate that
there is no such thing as the
British Empire, and that any
preferential legislation on the
part of Canada toward any
other part of the Empire is
in the nature of a discrimin-
ation in favor of 3 foreign
ccuntry. Germany undertook
to retaliate, with the result
that Hon. Mr. Fielding im-
mediately clapped on the fam
ous surtax, an action for which
the name
ways be favorgbly remember
ed, At that time the relative
balance of trade between Can
ada and Germany was much
the same as it is today be-
tween Canada and the United
That

more [Q

minister's will al-

States. is,
had far

Canada, and she lost it

Germany
than
The
result was, in the first place,
that demonstrated
that the British Emplre is an
empire in exactly the same
senge, commercially and other-
wise, as the German Empire,
And that whatever we may

lose

Canada

do within this Empire, fiscally
or otherwise, is none of Ger=
many's business, nar is it the
business of the United States
flour exporters.—Ottawa Citi-
zen.,

An
both to Canada and the Unit-
ed States in

agreement satisfactory|
regard to the fu

ture regulations of the fisher-
ies is understood to have been

arrived at, as the result of the
recent conferenge at \’Vashing

ton. Hon. J. D. Hazen,
Minister of Marine and Fish-
eries, who with E. L. New=-
combe, Deputy Minister of
Justice and Sir Joseph Pope,
Deputy Minister of External

affairs, represented the Dc-

| this point in mind, and had con

Washington with the State'
Department, but he was not in
a position at present to make
any statement. It is under-
stood that no public announce-
ment as to the terms of the
agreement will be made until
the government of Newfound-
land has been informed as to
the outcome of the negotia:
tions.

Federal Parliament

(Condensed from St. John Stand-
ard’s Report.)

Ottawsa, Feb. 22—The day has
been spent on the tarift commis-
sion the Liberals keeping up a
steady fire of objections. They
managed their business with acri
mony rather than acuteness how-
ever, and had the chargin of see-
ing a first class issue picked up
under their noses, by their op-
ponents.

It would have been good busi-
ness surely, bo make play with the
question of capitalization and
watered stock, but they left it
alone until the Conservatives rais
ed it and the government put in an
unequivocal declaration that cost
of preduction includes the real
capital 1nvested,

In the evening one or two rath
er unseemly rows ocecurred. The
bill is practically done with now,
only a few finishing touches re-
maining.

The House once more went into
committee on the tariff commiss-
ion.

At the outset Mr. Kyte of
Richmond moved the following
amendment :

‘ And they shall hear the evi-
dence of persons who appear be-
fore them for the purpese O&Sk’
ing it voluntarily and who have
not been so summoned.’

This was ultimately modified
by Mr. Pugsley as follows : * And
they shall give reasonable oppor-
tunity to persons who may not
have been so summoned to appear
before them, and give evidence
relevant to the inquiry then be-
iog held’

When Mr, Kyte moved the or-
iginal amendment Mr. White took
that it
would interfere seriously with the
work of the commission. This
would give every person the right
to force the commission to hear
him.

He had no doobt that the com-
missioners would hear all interest
ed parties, but ths initiativg should
If
it were * may’ instead of ‘ shall, it
would be all right, but the bill
would not be affected. And Mr,
Meighan drove home the fact that
the railway commission manages
to be very popular without being
bound by any such rule.

Mr. White repeated that the
amendment would take the con-
trol out of the hands of the com-

exception on the ground

come from the commissioners.

There was no reason to
think that it would refuse to hear
evidence,

mission.

Every court and eom-
wission had control of its proced-
ure

‘Why refuse the people's rights #
exclaimed Mr. Nesbitt,

After g little further discussion,
Mr. Pugsley proposed the gom:
promise already given.

Mr. White eaid thgt offhand he
could see no objection, and let it
stand for consideration He was
inclined to think, however, that it
would make no difference to the

bl

Ottawa, Feb, 23—Nearly the
whole of the day was spent in
discussing Mr. Cochrang’s bill for
authorizing aid to highways, There
was g sharp debate on the second
reading, the Liberals opposing it
as far as they dared

Sir Wilfrid Lauorier offered an
amendment advocating the hand-
H)g
the provinges, but did not venture
to push it to an actual vote, There

of the money over direct to

was an extended discussion
f the bill

also
1D committee,

At the outset Sir Wilfrid Laar-
ier attacked the procedure under
which the bill
contendiog that it should have
been introdyced by resolution,
inasmuch as it involved the spend

was introduoced,

ing of money. He discussed the

point at considerable length.

Mr. Borden contended that the
bill called for ng expenditgre  of
money ; it merely provided mach-
inery whereby monpey could be
spent if it should in future be ap
propriated. The Speaker said that
he had examined the bill with

gluded that it was in order

minion government at the
conference returned to Ottawa:\
Friday. Mr. Hazen when in-|
terviewed, said a satisfactory‘-

conference had been held in

Sir Wilfrid Laurier then at-
tacked the bill as too meagre in
its terms. If it were passed, the
governor-in‘council would be given

the most extraordinary powers.

\
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He had no exception to take to
the principle and policy of the
bill ; there was sufficient revenue
and the demand for good high-
ways was becoming acute, but the
bill should provide a principle for
the spending of the money,
Should the great provinces of
Ontario and Quebee he taxed for
the benefit of the smaller pro
vinoes, or were the new provinces
to be taxed for the benefit of the
others. The money should be ex-
pended on the basis of population.
And Sir Wilfrid Laurier moved

an amendment that the House
was in favor of federal assistance,
but that such aid should be given
to the governments of the pro-
on a fixed basis similiar to that
now prescribed by the British
North America Act for the pro-
vineial subsidies.

Mr. Borden said that Sir Wil-
frid Laurier’s objection had been
raised on the first reading. and
answered, The leader of the op-
position himself had asked how
the money would be allotted. Mr.
Cochrane had replied that it would
be distributed on the basis of
population, on the same basis as
the provincial subsidies. Sir Wil-
frid Laurier’s doubts were vain
and unnecessary ; this was not a
government which proposed the
bill on the principle of warm sym-
pathy and coal justice. A specific
amount would be voted for each
province, and the money appro-
priated for one provinoe couls not
be spent in agother.

The Prime Minister went on to
say that Sir Wilfrid Laurier was
wrong ia saying that extraordin-
ary powers would be conferred
on the governor general in coun-
cil. Mr, Cochrane in framing the
bill had adopted the analogy of
balf a dozen railway subsidy acts
passed by the Laurier govern-
ment. The provinces must be
consulted ; there were safeguards
in the need for information as to
the character of the highways,
under which it would be ensured
that the money was spent
permanent works.

on
The govern-
ment did not purpose fo reserve
to the Qovernor (feneral power
to determine what amounts should
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another.
The estimates passed by parhu-’
ment would provide for thg
amounts to go to each province,!

go to ome provinee or

and on a basis. of population.

IMPORTANCE OF HIGHWAYS.

i

|

Mr. Borden noted the imgort,-!
ance of highways, and said that |
the purpose of the bill was to!

enable provinces with limited re

venues to receive assistance frum
the federal ezchequer He did
not say that this was a perfect
bill; the government had much
to do since it took office, and next
session a more elaborate rned.su_re!
might be brought down. But i#]
was desirable that no time shountd
be lost in implementing the pledge |
of the Conservative party prigr
to the election 1

The proposal

greeted in the spirit
Sir Wilfrid
been unanimous approval. There
was to discriminate !
against any province becasnse of |
its political complexion, The|
government would be glad when
the session ended to take the|
matter up with the nine provin-
ces.

had not been
shown by
Laurier; there had

no desire

|
There was no ground for|

this obstructive motion, which |
sought to delay the passing of Lhe}
measure and the giving of Lhel
agsistance to the provinges. |

Mr. Pugsley inveighed agaiast
the proposed legislation as crude
and rough. Under the bill the|
government could take a grant fori
all the provinces and spend it as|
they liked.
open: the government might
spend the money itself, and it
might give the provinces the
money to spend for themselves.
It should take one or the other. |
Further, Mr. Pugsley was nf'raidl

that enormous pressure ecould be

were !

Two courses

put upon the provinces through
this that the

favored would

means ; he _hinted

provinces be al-
lowed to spend the money them- |
selves, while in others the federal
government would spend the
money

There was further debate, car-
ried on by Mr. Haughton Lennox
Dr. Michsel Olarke, E M. Mac- |
Donald, @ W. Fowler and Mr,
German

Mr, MacDonald

f provineial righte

raised the ery|
The federal |
government,he said, contemplated |
doing work on highways whose |
title was vested in the provinces
r the municipalities

“ SENSITIVE SOUL.”

Mr. Fowler devoted himself to
petorting to Mr. Pugsley, whose |
“gensitive soul had been pained“
by the roughness of the bill.” Mr,
Pugsley, he gaid, had complained |
of the absenge of detgil in the bill, |
In the Central Railway case thers |
had been a remarkable absence of |
details—as in the oase of the sim. !

The greatest arrvay of Dainty Undermuslins, Table Linens,

Sheatings, Pillow Cottons, Towels, Towellings, Whits Cottons, evey

shown umder this roof, is now awaiting youlat our Great Annual

White Goods Sale.

You have seen our large ads. in this, and other city papers,

you have noticed the wonderfully low prices therein quoted.

Will you come today and see that the goods are just as repre-
sented and the prices arve just as low as we have promised.

Sheetings and Pillew Cottons Will be Neatly Hemmed Fres,

ErsTERNT 34

The New Caps
Are Here!

We have just received an
advance shipment of the new
spring styles in Eastern
Brand Caps. These are some
of the best we have ever
shown—sizes for every head
and rome particularly swell
stylee that will appeal to
smart dressers. Prices 50c,
7bc, $1 and $1.25.

Also a line of the cele-
brated English Royalty Der-
bies, all sizes, spring styles,
$2.75.

BROWN'’S

The Young Men’s Man,

Naval Service of Canada.

Sealed Tenders, addressed to the un-
dersigned, will be received np till noon on

the 15th of Mareh, for the supply for |

twelye months from April 1st, 1812, of the
following Fresh Provisions to the Bhips of
the Naval Service at Halifax, N. 8, 8
John, N,

malt, C, B,

Tresh Bepf, Fresh Mytton, Fresh Pork,
Bacon, Fresh Fish, Butter, Fresh Milk,
Bread, Potatoes, Oniops or Leeks, Cab
bage, Tornips, Carrots, Parsnipe, Beets

Forma of tender may be obtained from
the undersigned ar from the Naval Store
Qffjoers, H.M.(. Dockyards, Halifax, N.S,
and Begquimault, B.C.

Unauthorized pablication of this notioe
will pot be paid for,

G. J. DESBARATS,
Deputy Minister of the Nayal Bervice,
Department of the Naval Servios,
Ottawa, Feb. 10th, 1912.
Eeb. 21, 1912—4i
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THE UNDERSIGNED DEALERS IN

B., Charlottetown, P. E. I,/
Quebec, Montreal, Vancouver and Esqui-~ |

ard and Soft Coal

HAVE ALWAYS ON HAND

At their Old Stand, Peake’s No 2 Wharf

A large supply of Coal suitable for all purposes, Orders

verbal, by mail or by telephone promptly attended to.
Qur telephone No. is 812, and we should be pleased to have

your orders,

Peake Bros. & (o,

Ch'town, Julyj19, 1911—8m




