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HERE were welcoming smiles about the
camp fire of the homescekers when two
young strangers rode within the circle of
friendly light out of the dense forest and
requested hospitality for the night.

The little c: an of prairie schooners was the
property of the three brothers McLeod, who, with
their families, had been heading westward this
many a day with scant enough of lively company
along the road The advent of the horsemen. the
cheerful greetings. their open delight in the warmth
and company, promised a pleasant evening after a

particularly wearis age of the journey through
Southern Kentuck

N
but

happy mood after the simy

r did disappointmeut,

the newcomers prove a

with quip. jest and song Kept their hosts in

e fare of the wagon train

bhad been shared. One of ‘hem was Alfred on,
only son of a wealthy resident of a small village of
the blue grass not ten miles distant His companion
was John Saunders, a Missou n, whose face was
now set toward his home a B ight’'s visit
under the Hamilton roof

The two hud been issmates at William and Mary
College and had « e contrived to spend some part
of each year ther aunders had terminsated hix
etay that m ind Hamilton had insisted upon
es him over the first stretch of the
Journey. They told of having lost their way in the
woods, throngh which Hamilton had sought a shorter
route. The fi of the emigrants had led them not
only to food and shelter. but to the faint forest track
from which they had wved

So well did they repay the hearty reception accord
ed to them that it was Jar past the time for tired
wanderers on the westward trail to seek their rest
when the hum of voices finally hushed and with sad-
dles for pillows they sought sleep within the glow.
The camp was astir at early dawn

Saunders expressed some anxiety concerning the

tu ¢ River, which lay between

state of the f

him and lle, w he hoped to spend the
next nigl The young of t McLeod brothen
who had aided the trave with many little atten-
tions, placed his knowlec of the country, through
which he previonsly had passed, at their service. He
advised inst attempting the n\m{sll (u:ul (nw\r\ hl|-"“|

P Wago ad led o r to tales of high wa , but
the wagon road led I\\ :talek of Ligh water, bul

the h

suggested
certain path

hat
}

eading 10 a sha

ower ford, which would
Saunders

i 1 s destination
bring him as quickly to his de . ers
thanked his informant and after bidding their way
side hosts farewell the two voung men set out.

Two days later A d Hamilton returned to his
home 1n the b 1ss settlement. He said he had
taken leave of 8 & about two miles from Rush
ing River, where » path to the smaller ford
hr:\m-hml He resumed his duties as overseer of his
father's ranch and estate i

Several weeks had sed since the d«-;n:\r"ur» .
Saunders when Hamilton had occasion to ride u:u-
of the many fine thoroughhreds in the stable to the
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the ears of one or other. On this day a silent mem
ESE of the Jering was Guy Maws voung p l\~.
elan of the neighborhood, who had forgotten his ARG
fmpatience at the smith's quacity through interest

matter of his discourse; for a strange rumor

in the
had come from Scottsville

The Case of Dr. Maws.
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;olr;:l;aln practice A\t ment that Hamil
entered the shop the expressive face of Dr. Maws
y i t mentary Interest
was lighted with momentar eres 2
Th(‘L\I\llYII ne that his little nnd‘f 1wce had
been Increased b i of such an imp ortan
person as the son (&' Hamilton, l-«'.w:'\n s
lnh; anew It seemed that a pedler. coming n‘:-n
tsville, had told of the finding of a

morning from Scot
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exclamation from y wterrupted him.,
“Why, now, that's ratl able. My friend
T it home by way to the small ford. I

Saunders went
bope it isn’t his body
Dramatic Possibility.
nervously from the speaker aml
at the suggestion It was a
y and th up took it up readily.
e from the group, in which
single exception,
curiously in the ears of oue
observant mind of Guy

The words swept
the smith paus
dramatic possibil
A babble of commel
all its members jo
Hamilton's remark r
of his hearers. To the
Maws there was a trace of significance in the speecn
that entirely escaped the more ordinary men. Il_»-
watched Hamilton ting some explanation of his
snap assumption of uneasiness concerning the mere
fact that a body had been discovered. But Hamilton,
rather too eagerly. it seemed to the physician, was
aiding the discussion of the lurking dnnge:ﬁ_ of the
river section. Maws awaited his opportunity and

in a question in an oifhand manner.
ul?\‘:::‘y .\hm‘xld you fear it to be Saunders?" he
asked. “Your friend ¢ have been safely in Mlis-
souri before this.”

“Merely an impulse, iswered Hamilton, with jusrt
a hint of hesitation He took an untravelled way.
We haven’t had any word from him, you know, and
well, you must all remember the Robley gang that
had a place somewhere on Rushing River. ' 1 went
part of the way with Lim and when we parted I
warned him not to take the unfrequented ford. If
it Is Saunders 1 was the last to see him alive, I sup-
pose. It was taking a big risk to go that way, and
I told him so. But he would do it. There used to
be boldups there not so long ago.”

“But the Robley gang has been broken up and secat-
tered these three years,” said Maws, »

Hamliton was plainly restless under the insistence

with a

keen,

~ivian. He enlarged volubly upon recent
certain of the band who had escaped
been seen In the vicinity. From that he led the
< upon former exploits of the famous outlaws. The
onversation took a reminiscent turn, and Hamilton
by degrees abandoned his flow of speech and became
silent and distraught.

Detected a False Note.

Maws paced slowly to his home in a thoughtful
mood. e had detected a false note in Hamilton that
troubled him more than he cared to admit. To his
sensitive brain it seemed as if the young man had
been too anxious, as if he did “protest too much.”
And bow did it happen that the purse of one who
wis something of a spendthrift and known to be
hard put to v money should be so well lined?
But he tore h :If abruptly from this line of re
flection on recalling the standing of the subject he
had almost unconsciously placed on the mental oper-
ating table

Contirmation of the first ohtained from the
pedler reached the community a few days later with
* news that persons in Scottsville had identified the
It had heen proved beyvond peradventure to be
slain with a bullet and robbed

There were no clews to the

report

hody
*hn Saunders
¢s of value
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that of |
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assas or a Lk
On aseuring himself that this outline of the matter
was authentic Dr. Maws put his roadster into har-

moment Scottsville. It was
and see more of the matter. anid
n obey he was yielding to a fascination that deeds
of viclence had always exerted over his imagination.
Tt was. moreover, his first opportunity to connect him

f with such a case since his arrival in Kentucky.

Starts on the Trail.
I'r. Maws was the more interested in the murder ?f
Saunders by reason of a sudden but warm friendship

1

ness and set o

iis impulse to know

that had sprung up between them during the latter's
recent visit. The Missourian possessed a stronger and
more mature mind than his friend Hamilton, v.-‘d the
physician had found in this genial, sober, well bal-
anced nature a measure of congeniality and sympathy
that he had not discovered elsewhere since his uni
versity davs. He had it well in view that he might
aid in bringing to punishment the wretch concerned
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preliminary report He found that annders

died from a wound in the back of the ad, under the
left ear, where a section of the skull had been torn
away by the bullet, fired either from a rifie or a heav-

charged pistol

ily ;
There were no other marks to indicate attack 1

liminary to or following fatal shot loth
ing was not torn or soiled. Indicating, so t
lapse of time made its condition of value, ths

had been no struggle. The man had been dead more

than two weeks, the physicians agreed

Dr. Maws obtained from those who had discovered
the body a careful ac of the circumstances. It
had lain in some undergrowth to the side he tr.

oun

and at the head of an abrupt descent te ford. The
ground was soft and there were no ones \\:‘h».n
twenty feet The body was hu led in a !‘N‘:.‘, as if,
the men thought, Saunders had been “dumped” from

» no wheel marks on

a saddle or a wagon. There we s
the Indeed < passed that way. They

trai few wagor

could detect no hoof marks, but this was of small im
portance owing to recent rains

" The ¢ er point of importance was the fact

that a neck cloth of plain silk was picked up near

the body To this was faste small pin of oval
shape bear conventional geo
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scarf and pin }

the body. which mig

hese observations he stored away for
ation
Failing to find anything that pointed fo a murderer

concesled in ambush, he discussed with hi
nature of the wound. The effect of
pointed not only to its strength in tearing
bone, but the obvious inference was
been fired at very close range
Studying the Mode of Attack.
It was also evident that it
ditficult for the assassin to have reached Saunders’
unobserved. The muzzle of the weapon must
have been held but a few feet from the head of the
rider, who was all unconscious of his danger. It was
fairly clear that the attack had been a complete sur-
prise. On the other hand, if the murderer had been
riding at Saunders’ side as a companion, what more
¢ than for him to rein in a step and discharge a
firearm pointblank without warning*
It was far into the afternoon before
tangible nature rewarded his earnest search, but his
reward was a discovery of the greatest value., Ap
spot fully fifty feet from thar where ibe body was
found he came upon a single barrelled pistol with the
hammer down and a thin coating of burnt powder
within the mouth, indicating that it had been dis-
charged recently. He exulted in the thought that he

away 1!
hat the shot ha

would have Leen ver

side

anything of a

held the very weapon with which the murder had
been committed.
Of the pistol itself he could make little. It was an

ordinary arm, evidently of English manufacture and
of a decidedly antiquated design. The butt was shod
in a heel of thin gold plate bearing no marks. Not
feeling justified in retaining evidence of such poten-
tial importance, he returned to Scottsville

|
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night and delivered the pistol to the authorities, with
an account of his finding of it.

Laying Down a Theory.

The superficial facts pre eding the death of John
Saunders were quickly gathered. Hamilton was
questioned by the prosecutor and told of accompany-
ing his friend on the first stage of his journey, their
stop with the emigrants and their start again the
next morning He repeated the statement that he
had parted with Saunders after a ride of about half
an hour and had turned back toward home.

Here the inquiry rested for some days, and the
commonly accepted belief was that the traveller had
been waylald by a member of the Robley band of
desperadoes, a few of whom were still at large.
While the orts of the officials did not slacken it was
generally feit that the matter would remain clouded
until justice should chance to lay a hand on one of
these notorious criminals

Meanwhile Dr. Maws was carrying on a quiet in
vestigation of his own without taking the prosecutor
or others into his confidence. With his usual method-
feal habit in affairs of interest he set such bits of in-
formation as he had gleaned from time to time
into a diagram, neglecting none of the circumstances
surrounding the visit of Saunders.

Colonel Hamlilton, the father of Alfred, was an
irascible and headstrong governor to his household,
consisting of his son and a daughter Marion, who had
recently become a marked favorite over her brother
in the domestic drama Alfred had formed an at-
tachment the year of his graduation from college for
the daughter of a hunter and trapper, who lived in

or

an upland valley some
Granger, in spite of the di
condition, possessed a deg f education and refine-
ment to which her natural Zifts easily led her. There
had been a stormy scene when the Colonel had dis-
covered Alfred’s intention of marrying the mountain
girl. and upon the s declaration that he de
sired to manage s atters to his own liking his
father had said some harsh things.

Pressed for Money.

An incidental result between the
Hamiltons had been that Alfred found it diffieult to
obtain such sums of money as he needed for his own
uses. The son., born to the expectation of wealth
and raised therein until the quarrel, had contrscted
4 number of debts nim no particular dis
d that pressed Impatier
It was known that several of his cred-
ftors had been bold enough to apply at the Hamilton
house within the year, had been met by Colonel
Hamilton and had served to fan the aged man’s
resentment toward Alfred.

Considerable remark had been occasioned since the
departure of Saunders by the sudden turn in the
fortunes of youug Hamilton. Afrer returning from
his escort of the partiug guest he had communicated
immediately with those holding claims against him
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And had cleared himself entirely of debt. Since then
he had been free in money matters, as many could
testify, and had even gone so far as to advauce a
few loans to acquaintances from his own pockel
Development bad suspended in both the official
and the private vestigations of the murder when
Dr. Maws had ‘asfon one day to visit the Hamiiton
home to pre for one of the servanis. On his
Wway out he passed Miss Hamilion at the terrace. Ha
stood aside with a formal bow when his eye caught
the glitter of a pin which she wore in the bosom of
her dress. In the flash he saw that its design was
the neck
Hastily amending
spoke to the young
while he fur-

similar to the one that had been found in
cloth near the hody of Saunders.
his

departure, he
id heid T In conversation
) atuine he pio. Tt was an easy matter to
identify tue peometr: 1arks as exactly the dupil-
cates of those on articie now held as a clew by

intention of

the authorittes After siudying it for some minutes
he mude a casus! rewsrk of curiosity concerning the
little brooch. Sie took it off and handed it to him,

saying that it was the badage of a little club or soclety
to which ber brother had belonged at college.

In Rival Society.

“Did Mr. Saunders also belong to this society 7
asked Dr. Maws, coming out plump with his question.
Miss Hamllton replied that Saunders had belonged to
another and rival organization at Willlam and Mary,
the pin of which was quite different in shape and
marking.

“And does your brother part
mark of his Intellectual superiority

with this valuable
so readily 7" asked

HE AROSE FROM THE UNDERBRUSH ALMOST AT
SAUNDERS’ SIDE
Dr. Maws, carelessly, although his brain was keen

enough to seize the answer.
“No,” answered the young woman, with a
“he has two of these pins and he has condescended to
let me have one of them.”
The physician took occasion to
Hamilton later in the day where he

with

was superir

voung

meet

ing the erection of a fence on his father's grouads.
The only topic of the time was the murder of Saur
de nd this they discussed. Hamilton violenily de

nouncing the Robley band, whom he szid he was sure

had committed the deed
“By the way,” remarked Maws
of the pin that was found by the hody

have heard
1 suppose

yvoiu

there is no doubt that it was the property of
Saunders?” / ;
The keen glance that accompanied the inquiry de-

tected the start and the sudden whitening of the face
with which Hamilton received this square attack. He
answered with visible effort

None at all No, of course not: why
He was wearing the pin of his colle
1 saw him last.”

Some cf His Discoveries.

Dr. Maws laid the sum of
inferences before the judg
evening and traced the ris
had tak graduva! growth in
this he was quite sincere and was
by any il will for Alfred Hanilton. He was not ps
ticularly friendly with the youth, but felt no animos
ity toward b and was t that the weight ¢*
evil eireumstance he upol

fon of the house of increased or
' estimated by 1 o or

Calling at the Hamilton »m the nexi day, he
sought the Colonel on the pretext of discussing with
him the condition of the servant he had been treating.
By degrees he led the eider man around to the sul,
Ject of arms, in which he knew him for something of
an expert, and fcllowed the conversation witi; what
patience he could muster throngh the mazes of wanu
facturers, national weanons, runpowc . comparza
tive dead!iness and finaily to the matter f duas iing.

Here Coicnel Hamiiton was in his eler
led by clever questicns fr

sh 1 there

he? society

when

his discoveries aud his
it of his own mind that
» of the I that
his counsciousness. In
moved not at

vpothesis

uot

prefud

he had several sets of pistols of proved aceuracy and
excellence. Ounce sta~ted on the topic he pursued it
to the point for which Maws had been working and
took the physician to the library, where he showed
him six mahogany cases containing ivery handled
and silver mounted duelling sets, all r-omplr:f'.

Still Maws was not to be thrown from the scent.
He expressed great interest in the collection and
&sked If there were any other pistols in the house.

HOh, yes” replied the Colonel indifferently, “I gave
an ¢l set to my son, good arms, but nothing to com-
pare with what T have shown ¥ou here. I think they
are on the cabinet

While bis host passed into the front room the physl-
clan stepped o ihe cablnet. on which lay a plain
black box. He lifted the cover and glanced Inside.
In its place lay a gold butted pistol. the exact dupl:
cate of the one he had found Ly the ford. and anm
empty impression in the plush showed where the
other shenid ve been,

Y was enough for Maws, He lost no time in
seiting out for Scottsville with his notes in his pocket,

'here he sought out the prosecutor and laid before
him a consistent, matter of fact description of the cir-
cumstances that had come to his attention. He dis
ciaimed any desire for notoriety or for undue promi-
nence bevond what would come to any citizen whe
bhad carried through an unpleasant task that he re-
garded as a duty.

Amazed by Disclosures.

insisted that before any action
s must

was taken the
g0 over the ground he had covered inde-
pendently of his conclusions, which preferred te
keep rc himsel?
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important eviden-e

He
o

he

astonished at ihe amount of
that had heen overlooked by his
officlals and coilected by tk nateur detective, and.
complimenting him highir. promised to give t
points outlined by Maws hiz clogest attention. The
next day two deputy sheriffs went to the Hamilton
mansion and placed Alfred Hamilton under arrest om
& warrant charging him with the murder of John
Saunders.

The youthful prisoner allowed his demeanor te
count strongly against him from the outset Since
the discovery of the body it had been noticed that his
manner was depressed and preoccupied, a8 fact that
had been lald to natural grief over the death of his

ccsest friend. When confronted with the series of
circumstances arrayed against him at prellminary
*aring he became convi *ed. appare y¥. that his

case was hopeless and gave himself entirely over te
gloomy and sullen reserve. g

Elisa Granger was A frequent vis
I in her power to arouse kim
and to nerve him to a fight for
faith in his innocence But e voung man. with littla
of iron In his iature, conid nat he shaken from his
desponaent att ude. The danger o? his situation was
Increased by the hostility of his f: r. who withheid
S¥ympathy or support
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ihe prisoner of having
escorting Saunders on his Home-

ward journey was pointed out as highily improbable
Hamilton said tha this was due to a <k |r‘: cut he
dld not know. but his 1€ residence in ti \r-v'.
threw discredit upon t staicment The very .‘
dent of the Night camp was reganied as a f ~tion,

since the McLeods had
any trace it conld not he KU
establishing that the penniless
with his pockets full of money
pression on the jury. which ‘was
Hamllton's unverified story that Saunders
it to him. The very admission by the
it was Saunders’ money he had
regarded as a grave blunder.
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The pistol and the society pin. of which the State
produced the duplicates In proof chat ther were
Hamilton's propertr. were large counts against him
The prosecution took the position it he had tossed
the weapon aside after the murder and had dropped
the neck cloth and pin while robbing the bodr. But
more remained behind ’

Maws, accompanied hy an officer who had the
right, had searched Alfred's room the mansion.
Here they found the suit of clothes that had been
worn by the young man on the ill fated ride with
his friend. Miss Hamilton. called as a witness br
the prosecution, was forced to admit that she had

taken the suit for repairs the day after her brother's

return owing to the state of the garments. She had
found them torn and covered with mud and, what
was fully emphasized in court. with lood stains

She gave this information reluctan
be shaken from the statement

A final circumstance was adrvanced
the confusion of the defence. A mounted pen-
knife was found by Maws in Alfred’s ro m. and this
was not only proved to have been Saunde
but a servant swore to having seen it
hand just before he rode awayr. Hamilt
and suddenly admitted that the so ety pin was hlé.
explaining that he and Saunders had ex hanged keep
sikes. the pin being given fr knife

Maws proved a fair and

edical points, the identifring
istol and the finding « ¢
© this there
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and his suspicious exclam
A plea of general good character forme
the speech of the prisoner’s counsel. ar
to the jury. They returned an

guilty.
Alfred Hamilton was not a strong man. and the
conviction broke down what resistance anc

stamina he had retained through his ordeal Eliss
Granger remained faithful supporier to the end
His health declined rapidiy and his menal conditios
became affected When the day of execution arrives
and they came to lead Lim from his cell bhe was founc
dead. ~

Twelve vears later a man was arrested, iried and
convicted for housebreaking, with murder, in INlinois
Before the sentence was carried out he sent for the
officials and a clergyman and caused them to take
down his dying statement.

He was the inzest of the McLecd brothers
night when ® 'Wo YOouRg sirangers

camp mnders aad ucan
he carrled a considerabie sum
that they were to part before reach
advised the traveller to «
ford, made hLi!s way there
tercepted Saunders

While Hamilton was asleep McLeod had taken
of his pistols from his saddle holster,
weapon in his hand he
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rested ai
disclosed thai
Hearinz
river. he
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through the woods and in
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ng the
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and with this
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money he obtained, which was or

The truth of the story told My
disclosed. At parting with his
ately exchanged keepsakes S
sliver mounted penknife, wiaile !
emblem on Raunders’ ne!
Alfred’s money troubles and indu g him to accept a
loan of five hundred dollars just as< they reached the
point where the path branched

On his way home the horse
riding was frightened Iy
some hunter, that staggen v woods and fea
dead almost under hils oo 1 der was throwsy,
falling to the ground in the tracks of the deer. this
accounting for the soflad and sizined condition of his
clothing

His subseguent a ns, wuich had counted so
sirongly agaiust him, his agitation, bis denial to Mawsy
that the pin fourd by Saunders was his ewn, were the
promptings of a rather weak character, overwhelmed
by fear of being implicated in a crime of which he
was wholly innocent, but in which he saw the parg
ithat might easily be assigned 10 him.

The only actor in the tragedy that was left upon
its stage when Hamilton's innocence was establisheq
was Elisa Graoger.
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