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iMillinery!

We haven'’t been advertiseing our Millinery De-
partment very much lately. The Fact is, our workroom
staff has been overwhelmed with orders during the past
two weeks. We are filling each one in its turn, so to
those who have not already selected their Sprmg Hat,
we would s2y PLACE YOUR ORDER!  So that you
may have it when needed.

Ladies’ Ready-to-wear Sklrts

NEW DESIGNS, made from the CORRECT
CLOTHS, every one of them a guaranteed fit. Never
have we shown so large a variety of good things as are
in stock to-day—all of them at popular prices, _For
style and quality they are superior to any we have ever
shownR See them before buying a “READY-TO-
WEAR”

Dress Goods

You know our reputatlon in this line. ~ You never
deubt the QUALITY of Stone’s Dress Goods. Some-
times you say we're high priced,abut that’s -because we
earry the expensive lines—goods you don’t find in every
dry goods store. © 'We make QUALITY the first con-
sideration in our buymg—style, of course, it must have
and when you come to compare price—you’ll always
find that for VALUE we are hard to beat.

Our assortment this ‘season comprises <all the
“NEW IDEAS” all the “LATEST SHADES” all
the “STYLISH CLOTHS! 4 It will pay Yoi to see
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LADIES, ATTENTloni

—SPECIAL—

Graniteware Sale!

Choice Goods at ‘10c¢, 12c,
- 18c¢ Each. ’

SEE OUR WEST WINDOW!!

bREG ROBLLBIDIE

Not niore than Six Pieces_sold to one pérson.

CALL AND EXAMINE IT

—at—

WestmanBros.
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R. W, RUTH“FORD. M.D
ECIALIST.
EVYE, EAR NOSE AND THROAT

mno—uumv DISEASES,
GLASSES PROPERLY FITTED -
35 KING ST, RAST. CHATHAM

BURROWS & SONS,

O!Pollﬂ POST OFFICE. OPEN DAY
AND NIGHT.

Telephone No. 408.

SERIOUS BLAZE
AT MIDNIGHT

About Five  Thousand
Dollars Loss To The Chat-
ham Gas Company

GOOD WORK OF FIREMEN

Fire broke eut in the engine room
of the eleetric light department of
the Chatham @Gas Company’s plant
at 1130 Saturday pight, and raged
tisl 1.30 Sunday moruning, at which

ting it undesr complete control.

Fortunately, the wind was blowing

in the directiom eof the river, and
as the emgine room is to the rear
of the building, the eparks from the
fire fell harmilessly in - the water.
The building is eovered with a metal
facing, and this made it extremely
difficult for ‘the firemen to get the
water ‘to tlte sedt of the trouble,
They first ecemeentrated their. ef-
forts to preventing the spread of the
flames, keepimg a couple of lines of
hose p'aymg on the building adjoin-
ing that in whiek the fire was at
its. worst. Hewr lides of hose were
uaed Three of those lines belonged
to the eity, amd one was the pro-
perty ' of the &as Oompany. Two
lines were tumded on the fire from
the westers side of the building, and
two from the eastern side, In this
way the blaze was met by constant
streams frem every direction,
For a leMg time, however,
the flames stubbornly resisted
all-attempis to put them out. The
inner simmg of the building was
eaten away g the fire, while the’
metal fasing stood intact, thus mak-
ing a water-tight barrLer between
the firemea Speheir enemy, . ‘Am
ascent was miide to the roof, a
hole torn in the roofing, and two
streams were furned on the blaze
from this poist with good effeot.
The firemea fimighed their work at
1.30 Bunday merning.

To Ohief Prifchard and his
much eredit is due for the swift
and successful anuihilation of the
fire fiend’s work of destruction. Had
the flames omce got big ‘headway,
it-would be difficull to estimate the
damage whigh might have been done.
The wihole plant might hdve been
n&m out, apd the’ fire would have

htodly sgread to the residental
section on King street west, It is
also ‘a  possibility  that . the flames
might have reached the huge gas
tank nearby, The result would have
been a terrific explosion, and a fur-
ther spread of ‘the flames, -

Manager Coate, who was seen after
the fire, said that be did not think
that the:boiler or engine would be
injured, The only bad result of the
fire would be that a portion of the
residentia' electric lighting service
might be off for a few days, but
this would be repaired as guickly as
possible, :

Quité a ldrge number were ' out
to see the fire, and during Sunday
crowds visited the gas works to see
the resalt.

The loss will be far greater than
was at first anticipated, There were
three dynamos and two exsiters de-
stroyed and two engines also burned,
making the total loss with the build-
ing, ete,, fully four or five thousand
dollars. This loss is fully covered by
insurance,

The fire will not in any way inter-
fere with the electric light service,

“I'll tell you,” said a eitizen to
a Plapet reporter this morning, “that
Chief Pritchard is the pluckiest fire-
man I ever saw, [ witnessed the
fire Saturday night, and I watched
the acotions of the firemen. They
fairly took 'their lives ia their bands,
and their work was great. There.is
no fighting a fire from the outside
where Pritchard is, They have to
get right in and fight from the in-
side where they can do the best
work, and whenever there is an or-
der to go in, Chief Pritchard is al-
ways at ‘the head of the gang tak-
ing the lead and directing every ac-
tion. That man has more nerve and
true courage than any ot!her man l
ever heard of.”
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MOR’I’ON——PRIMEAU

The wedding took place at 8t. Jos<
eph’s Churgh this morning of Mr.
Geo. F. Morton €0 Miss Clena Pri-
meau, - daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Wm. Primeau, Wellington St.

Mr. and Mrs. Morton left on the

men

their return to this city ocity next

Thursday evening, a reeception will
be given at Mr. Primeau’s residence.

time the firemen succeeded in get-|

seven o'clock train for Toronto. On |

A ROW IN.
EATING HOUSE

Jaen (Sing’s Restaurant
Again . To Front—An
Unfortunate Pedlar

POLICE COURT DOINGS

Jaen Sing's Chinese eating house
was the.seene of another row .Sun-
day morning about three oclock. A
erowd of young men, who it appears|
were  aill more or less the worse of
liguor, started to create a rough
house, when Officer Darr dropped in
and spoued their -fun,

It seems that the young men, four
in number, refused to pay the China-
men after they had ordered up meals.

-4On thes Celestial remonstrating with

them, they commenced to break his
dishes and . throw his furniture
around.. When the policeman made
his appearaace on the scene, the
crowd seattered, but the officer was
successful in catohing one of their
number, a young man named Mal-
vern, and the names of the others
are. known. Malvern came up this
morning, and the case was adjourned
for a week till more information is
hunted up, and summonses are issued
to the batance of the party,

A poor, rame, brokén-down and
aged peddlar, who to afl appearanves
is spending his last few days in ‘this
world, - without .friends; home or
money, has been shipped inio Chat-
hamy via the C, P. R. from Stoney
Point. The man’s pame s MecDon-
ald, he is 87 years of age, and he
has béen engaged in a peddlar’s busi-
ness throughout Western Ountarie for
years. As he does not properly be-
long to this constituency, he has been
refused admittance to the local
charitable institutions, It is a’ case
of another municipality tryving to
foist. an indigent on the County of
Kent or the city of 'Chatbam, At
Stoney Poin't an effort was first
made to ship him here by way of
the G. T. R., but the conductor re-
fusing to take him in, the man was
taken to Hayoroft and put on aC.
P. R. train. The police here have
no authority te take him in, and
they have given insirustions that he
be shipped back to Stoney Point, In
the meantyme the railway people/
have the maniou their hands, and
are talking of laying -a oharge eof
vagrancy agdinst shim.

“There’is no Government provision
for keeping the man here,’ gaid Chief
Holmes this morning, “and we will
have to provide him with a pass
back to the place w{herc he came
from,.”

Someone kindly pxovded thc poor
old gentleman with good food this
morning, and he is belng made as
comfortable as possible in one of the
rooms at the depot

John McDouald vﬂho was charged
by his employer with theft, was dis-
missed, his suspended seutenoe benng
n.untu.med

The young man Bailey was also
allowed .oat on suspended sentence,
His friends have raised fifty dollars
of the sum he is accused of appro-
priating from his employer, and
Bailey has promised to raise the bal-
ance, The terms of his dismissal are
that if he comes up again within
six months, he goes to Central.

Officer Groves took in a wan ‘this
worning who was lying in a help-
less cvondition on:ihe pavement near
the Rankin House, The man was so
drunk that he did not know _bis
name or where he came. from, He
was still lying asleep in his cell at
eleven o'clock this morning, All the

Continued on Page Bight.
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Sweet Cream
" Direct from the farm every morning.
WlnppeT Cream
Ice Cream in Bricks

—_—

'PHONE 186

MOUNTEER'S, EXNT.v.
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MONEY SAVED
AT THEC.C. L.

Education Last Year Was
Cheaper Than In Many
Places

AN EXCELLENT RECORD

Aocordfmg lo the report of the
Minister of Education, just out," the
average cost per pupil pﬁr school year

of ‘the bo'legmte Institutes- of ‘the
‘Province ‘ig- $39.86.  .Below is the
standing of- the..42 Collegiates, with

Chatham tmriy-seyentn :

Toronto (Jameson avenue) $63, In-
gersoll $58.92, . Teronte (Harbord
street) $54.20, 'l‘otonto (Jarvis street)
$53.04, Berlin $50.50, Strathroy $48.14,
Cobourg $47.63, Clinton $44.52, Ot-
tawa @§42.80, . St. Catharines 842 31,
Galt $40.86, Torowto Junction $40.60.
AVERAGE OF - PROVINCE $39.86,
Brantford $39.76,7 Whitby $39.66, Ayl-
mer $39.32, Guelph -'$39.32, Barrie
$39.23, Windsor $39.07, London $39.07,
Lindsay $38.57, Mornsburg $38.49,
Ridgetown ‘37.46, Brookville $86.93,
Perth $36.64, St. Thomas $36.50,
Stratford $36.16, Seaforth $35.75,
Woodstock §3575, Peterboro’ $35. 72
Niagara Falls $35,63, Hamilton $35. 58
Kingston §34.70, Owen Sound $34.16,
Collingwood Q33 79, Goderich $33.78,
Renfrew $33.48, Sarnia $33.10, GHAT-
HAM $32.21, Oriilia $32.07, Vankleek
Hill $30.00, Napanee $29.97, St. Mary’s

54,

As Chatham had aa average at-
tendance of 305 last year, it is read’ly
seen that the cost of educating them
was $2333.25 less than the average
cost in the Province; or it sost $9,-
69595 less than it wduld take to
educate them at Jamesom avenue C.
I, Toronto.
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CHINESE HOMELESS

Great Fire Destroyed Celestial Quar-
ter at Steveston, B. C.

Vancouver, April 8.—The Chinese
district of Steveston, the. seat .of the
Fraser River canning industry, was’
totally destroyed by fire.Saturday, and
five: hundred " Chinamen were render—
ed business

Fire staﬁed from :a defective flue OH
n.a house near. the river

sectionburned to ashes. sin-

town, and for a time it seemed that
Steveston would’ be completely wiped
out before the flames were got under
ntrol. The proprietor of the Star
otel, one hundred yards distant, of-
fered to sell all his interest in-the
building for a ten-dollar bill, and
could not find a buyer, yet the ho-
tel escaped practically undamaged.
Appliances for coping .with - the
outbreak were of the most primitive
description, but everybody turned
out to fight the fire, and it was con-
fined to the dictort waters it ieffich
ﬁ(llled to the distriet where it originat-

Thousands of dolars’ worth a build-
ings, stores and personal effects were
destroyed, and many inhabitants bare-
ly escaped with their lives. Van-
couver owners of the burned build-
ings estimated the loss at a high fig-
ure.

CANADA AN EMPIRE.

Outlook Says Many Canadians Favor
Political Separation.
London, April 8——(0 A P}—-The
t says do
not yet know with wlmt pmfound dis-
belief the' majority of lishmen re-
%:rd the policy with ich Cham-
lain’s name is assomded in the
last fezrmzeag“ utthe same time not
sugges it is imy ible to
draw closer the bonds of mn with
e Bpocta
pectator di reciprocit;
and the colonial nhmnoe? “y
“Surely it would be wiser for tgs
Colonies to leave our fiscal system
alone while we leave theirs alone, and
let each section of the Empire man-
ih own commercial affairs its own

w:y
The Baturday Review sa “Mr,
Bryce can hardly have en his
“dmnpr at the, Canadian Club af Ot-
wa
dians sgres Wit Todes Lonsre e | news
wi u '3
the Dominion is an empire in itself
and openly advoca: ocate the right to ex-
ist as a politieal: entity; many more

hold Longley’s opinions but have not
tulil: courage {0 express them in pub-

MR. ST. JOHN
PASSED AWAY

Relapse Came On Friday{$
When All Hope
Vanished

OPERATION NECESSARY

Toronto, April 8.—Hon. J. W. St.
John, Speaker of the Ontario Legis-
lature, died at noon Sunday at the
Toronto General Hospital.

The funeral will take place on
Wednesday, preceded by a service at
the Speaker’s chambers in the Legis-
llhvo Building, Queen’s Park, at 2

Tbe deceased will be given a public
funeral by the Ontario Legislature
It was two weeks ago this morn-
ing that the news of Mr. St. John’s
illness was made public, he hdving
been operated on for appendicitis the
night before.
On the previous Saturday night at
10 o’clock Mr. St. John was taken
with pains and sought relief before
retiring. Next morning he felt no bet-
ter, and became eonfined to the house,-
while he sought loeal remedies to re-
lieve the pain.
Operation Necessary.
At 4 o’cloek in the afternoon the
hmdtyo phi'ml:n, Dr. e
sent for. In the eve Spen.ket
becoming worse, mn% i
Yo e Gl .xf."m“
w, Dr , Was
ent. It wn‘: tf.hon d?gmn‘}llj“ﬁh: ln:}
a very acute form of appendicitis, an
¥ immediate would

ital in an am-
bulance. Hearrived pe at 11 p. m.,,
when an eoperation was immediately
performed by Dr. Bruce. The opera-

tion showed a most ‘critical condition, |

as his appendix \Was gangrenous.

cipient fires broke out all .over, the

HON. J. W. 8T. JOHN

Immediately after the operation,
Dr. Bruce stated that the bowel was
almost perforated, and that, had the
operagion been delayed for a few
hours more, death would have result-
ed from gangrene.

Mr, Bt. John made a most satisfac-
tory recovery from the operation; so
much so that, toward the end of the
first week, the attending physician
and Dr. John Caven considered him
out of danger.

Unfortunately, however, he was suf-
fering from a chronic malady, dia-
betes, which suddenly took on an
acute form last Sundaﬂ. :

Friends understood then the signi-
ficance of the late Speaker’s rapid re-
duction of weight, over which he had
been wont to make merry.

Since then his life has been despair-
ed of. He rallied, however, somewhat
on Wednesday la.s'. which improve-
ment was maintained throughout
Thursday. He had a relapse again
on Friday, when he gradually passed
into a condition known as diabetic
oomn He died at 12.0 clock on Sun-

‘ﬁe was unconscious from 2 a m

Sunday until his death.’
Public. Funeral.

A Cabinet meeting was held on Sun-
day afternoon, as soon as the Min-
isters, had been acquainted with the

arrangements were
made for a public funeral (to be dis-
ed from a state funeral).
e last public funeral in this pro-
vince was that of Bir Oliver Mowat
in April,+1903.
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Heart to
Heart Talk

You want the [most -
artistic attractive and ser-
viceable Wall Paper
.made, don’t you ?

You want goed designs
with the coloring in per-
fect harmony, don't you ?

You want a large va-
riety -to choose from
with great diversity. in
style of drawing and tome
of color, don’t you ?

You want well made
goods amd moderately
riced, don’t you ?

A line of Wall Paper,
possessing all these fea-
tures is invariably good.

That'’s the kind of a
line we have—universally
good.

It’s brimful of enticimg
novelties amd bargains,
frem 5c to $1 per roll.

Borders sold by the
roll, same as paper.
Come to the Store
With the Stock

ian’s  Beehive
$  King and 6th_Sts.
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HouseCleaning }
DL o oniv s

W are ready with: new BED-
ROOM  CROCKERY ' NOW.
Just passed through the Cus-
toms (’96), ninety six Toilet Sets
to be sold at special prices for
thie Spring’s trade.

30 Printed Sets, in two colors,
red and green, set, $1.50.

12 Special White and Gold
Sets, new shapes, rolled edge
basins and new treatment of
gold, $3.50.

15 Sets, tinted in colors, blue,
green and buff, with geld trim—
mings, set $4.00.

29 Sets in printed colors, all
complete, new shaped and goed
serviceable goods, best English
make, $2.00.

Call. early and have . your
gocds delivered any time you
want them.

GRAY'S
CHINA HALL

g

g
FARMERS

spraying.’

GARDEN ERS

WWW MMWW
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ARE YOU SPRAYING YOUR TREES ?

and bv buymg in large quantities, we are in a posmon to glve good prices.

foa ‘We handle SBLUESTONE and SULPHUR in large quantities, and we give special prices tor purposes of
If you intend to use any this year call on us or write for prices.

The quality of our chemicals is good,

W%+++m+l-++

%R

DRUGGISTS AND
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