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" brigands.

onvenicnée of Being Taken for a
Lord..

c.ﬁﬁred by Greek Brigands and Held
for Ransom Which Never Mate-

tiallzed.
(From Friday’s Daily)

1f an American wants to go abroad on
u cash capital of ~$500, there is no law

to prevent, even if he-is a newspaper

man who has saved and economized for
jx or seven years to get that much
wealth together. When I started  out
with my friend Gillam, who was an
artist instead of a journalist, and had

“$50 less capital as well, we took steer-

age pasage on a steamer and planned-to
do Europe on foot and avoid all ex-
travagances. As to how we. got .along
- until we struck Greecé and a certain
event happened is of no great conse-
_guence. We trampéd here and there,
te, slept and bad a fairly good time.

¥rom Athens we went on a tramp up
" {he country, viewing tombs and ruins
ythe way, and after putting in two
days at Marathon= we - started out one
- morning for a hamlet  called Histro-
_ phus. - We - were first met by about a
dyzen dogs of all sizes, ages and colors,
and each one a worse looking deg than
{lie one who came after. -After we had

~“clubbed the pack off “weé were charged

down upon by mine children of various
sizes and ages, all of whom needed soap
and water. They rallied around us for
small coin, and uot getting any they
fell back and gave four women a chance,
We got r1d of the latter to encounter
three men, one of -whom could speak a
little English.. They were dirty,
ed villains, who did not hesitate to
threaten us, and not a -werd could we
ghout of them about the ruins until
\ wehad come —down  with backsheesh.
illam started out after a bit to do some
ching, while I found a place to take
“anap, and the inhabitants of Histro-
phus finally got out of breath begging
for coin and trying to get us to buy a
skeleton old goat for $2 and went back
totheir flea infested hut.
. Al the énd of two hours I was awaken-
#d by some one giving me a smart kick
on the hip, and I roused up to see that
we had been taken prisoners by four
The fellows bad come down
off the mountains, about four miles
away, having probably been notified by
4 messenger from the village. T have
many--times read of the picturesque
Greek brigands, but the four who gob-
bled us up that day must have gone
ont of the picturesque business some
weeks previous. They  were-a ragged,
ugly lot, no better than the men of the
village, and we were far more disgusted-|
with their breaths than afraid of their
knives. The leader spoke English
fitly well, and I have always felt grate-
fulto him on that account. All leaders
of Greek brigands should learn three
or four languages betore proceeding to
business, as it is a great help toward an
understandng about identity, money
matters and o forth. ' It was the Jeader
who had kicked me, which I have al-
Ways taken as » compliment, and as I

¢ %4l up he saluted me and said:
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"My lord, you will please consider

yourself a prisoner and come along
without resistance,’’ '

. ""But don’t- make any mistake on
We,"* T replied. ‘‘As near as I can make
out- from this short raange you are
brigands.

"I am Bobetto,”’ he said as he laid
his bond on his heart and bowed low.

"“Excuse me that I never heard of you

before, You are a brigand and in it tor

s moutv. and this is your band?”’

“My lord is correct.”’

"‘Now, about this lord business. Let
u$ have an underslandmg Who do you
tlke me for?'

“An_English lord, my lord. I -have

B expecting you for several days.
The name I cannot pronounce, but I
“kBow you to be a gentleman. Have no

8 for your safety, as it will bea
uof ransom. *’ ;

"This is kind of you. If you take
e for an English lord who do you
mke this other chap to be?"

“Your Companion, sir.
heud but cmnulgne it He will also
~ be held for ransom.,’

Then we started off ‘for thé west. The
Patticular retreat of this band ‘'was half

His name I

B "% upa ‘mountain, and consisted of

ino . “Brush Huts and & fire in front ot
We were 11 510 mansier i1l used.

could ‘have robhed us.of our few

. llars ang personal proprety, but they
DOt €ven search us for wéapons, “As
‘X’m 88 we_bad -arrrived -at the huts,
Ver, Bobetto bropght out etatxonery
Commanded me to write.to the En-
.m Winister at Athens and obtain the
of $30,000. Both Giliam lnd I

ply.

R e g
and atter a little I said to the leader:
‘“Of what uge to play the foo) in this

—tmatter? As I totd- ~you —before, we are|

Americans, and poor men at that. We
can raise about $200 apiece, but not an
ottier cent, and if yon take that we shall
have to turn brigands and compete with
you in business.’’

‘“You miy be Americans, but you are
my lord just the same,”’ replied-Bob-
etto.

‘‘But there are no titles in Amenca

If T should write to the Americun
minister, he would take it ag'a joke.

. You haven't gota soft snap im this

thing, old fellow. Had you got hold
of Rockefeller, Gould or Vanderbilt youn
might have made a raise and bougkt a
garlic factory, but we are almost down
to. hardpan. Sorry for you, but you
can’t always hit it, even in the brigand
business.”’
‘“ But you must write,”’ persisted the
wooden' headed rascal. ‘““You must
write to the American minister that if
he does not send us $10,000 by our mes-
senge: your . ears will be sent him in'a
ckage!”’
/ I read the letter to Bobetto after it
was written, and he was perfectly satis-
fied that it would fetcii the-cash in re-
It was sent off by a messenger,
who would be gone at least ten days,
and then we went into ‘‘retirement.’*

It is the rule withall brigands who have

a prisonier ou hand to lie low and také
no chances. I thought it well to pre-
pare.this gang for a 'disappointntent,
and when the messeiger had departed
I told them that he would only have
the jourvey for nothing.

‘It cannot be for nothing,”” grimly
replied Bubetto as he brought out a
knite and felt of its edges. ‘‘If no
mdney comes, then your ears go to
Athens! If they fail to bring it, then
we will send on your heads!'’ Senti-
nels were postel on the hills around to
prevent a surprise, and we had nothing
to do but joaf about. Bobetto thought
he knew the game of poker, and it
was for us to undeceive him. - In three
days Gillam and I had won every cent
he bad. We offered to put up $200
against our ears, but the brigand as-
sured us with great dignity that it
wasn’t regulaz: Atout once a day I
thought it my duty to inform Bobetto
that we were‘ moneyless Americans and
that there was nothing 'in it for him
and he always replied to me with a lift
of the eyebrows and a. shrug of the
shoulders and the words;

“Time will tell; my lord; time will
tell.. It has  happened-that I have had
to send ears and heads to Athens be-
fore. "’

For the first five days of our captivity
we were closely guarded, and there
could be no thought of escape. Then,
as we appeared to make ourselves at
home; the vigilance of the brigands was
relaxed. - While only four had -been
concerned in our capture, there were
really six if# the band. One of them
had a broken leg, and the other ws act-
ing as a nurse. Two sentinels were al-
ways stationed at points halfa mile
away, and occasjonally a brigund fell
asleep during the day, - Tthink it was
on the eighth day and gt - about 3
o’clock in the afternoon when the brig-
and nurse was sent for proyisions. "As
two were acting as sentinels and a third
was lying helpless, this left only two
to deal with., One of these was Bob-
etto, and he sat with his back to a rock
dozzing with the heat of the day. Gil-
lam was lying on his back, while I was
looking carelessly at a Greek newspa-
per. All of a sudden the artist satup
and whispered to fie :

““Let’s end this right here and now!

You tackle the leader, and 1’1l go for
the other fellow !’
The ‘‘other fellow ' was at the fire

heaping the brands together. We rose
up in unison and made the atack, T
gave old Bobetto a kick on the jaw
which knocked him over and caused
doleful howls, and Gillam hit his man
such a blow on the neck agto render
him unconscious for half an hour,
There were two guns in camp, and we
seized themy and made for the highway,
only a mile distant, Before departing
I gave the leader a tap on the head to
quiet higgells, and so far as I know
we were not followed a rod. We
reached tire bighway just in time to get
a lift in a passing cart and in a couple
of hours were in Marathon, As to the
letter, it was delivered at the consulate,
but was looked upon as a joke and the
messenger sent empty handed, We
might have lost our ears on his return,
but were not there to have them sliced
off. Bobetto died two years later, #s 1
read in the papers, and it is said that
he was badly disfigured by a bioken
jaw—the one ‘‘my lord’’ gave hun wlth
an American calfskin shoe.
M. QUAD.

- The Master of Debate.
There 1s no man in Canadian pablic
life who can stir the political d “u
well as Sir Richard Cartwright catl

Since the opening of the Mlllr
sion of parhamcnt, he has made tﬁm

——

-._-

A

notnth speecbga the first on the vm
and Candaa’s action in regard to it, the

dealt humorously with Sir Charles Tup-
pef.  On each occasion he showed those
gifts of debaté which he possess to a de-
f8ree not found in any other of our

4 pblic men on either side of politics.

These three speeches are such excellent
examples of the art of speech -making
that they might be used in schoolsand
colleges, if it were not thaf they deal
with party guestions. Playing through
each of these speeches is a good hunior,
that is very seductive, and when he
strikes his opponents it is with a skit}
and precision that commands the ad-
miration even of the persons .who are
nit.  Long ago he was described as one
who wields a rapier, but not a club,
and never was his practlce finer than
now, probably because in parliamentary

: combat he finds the  club too mueh 1n

vogue, and would vindicate his choicer
weapon. His speeches are compuct,
direct. He 'unswervingly  pursues his
course without vain repetition, or
floundering in the hope that his voice
will say something that ‘his mind can-
not think of—as some wordy speakers
appear to do.

On the opposite side of the house
-there - is no—match—for ~Sir Richard
Cartwright 10 debate and so_the reply
to him must come from™ a hundred
newspapers that’. profess to deplore the
‘‘bitterness of his onslanghts,”” while
they freely express admiration for the
rough work that N. P. Davin does with
his'rude and gnarled club. This will
-not deceive thre  people. Sir Richard
Cartwright is not bitter, but the most
jovial combatant in the whole political
arena, extracting more humorous satis-
faction from the futile fury of the
Tories out in the cold than any three
other Liberals in parliament. “<Torounto
Star,

Brady on the Fly.

Alaska’s missionary governor, John
G. Brady wus in the city for a few
minutes this morning having arrived
on the Zealandian and left at 9:15 on
the Hannab for down river points.
Ten years ago Brady would have been a
suitable governor for Alaska as there
were but few residents  then in the dis-
trict aside-from the salmon-scented na-
tives. But today he is a back number
of whom modern Alaska is ashamed.
The day when a man whose only quali-
fication is that he .came trom Amazin
Grace township, Indiana, can preside
over a large apd growing commonwealth
like Alaska, and rub his bigoted ideas
into a modern and progressive populace
is-happily past. Brady is"Alaska’s gov-
ernor only in name. As a missionary
and an honest man he 1s respected ; but
as a statesman, a pilot onthe ship of
state, he is conspicuous for his narrow-
mindedness and inability.

Munlci;;\al Innovations,

The Liverpool corporation has intro-
duced a deyelopmnt: of the penny-in-
thesslot machine for supplying hot wa-
ter at a halfpenny per gallon—a par-
ticularly useful institution, especially
in cold weather.

Glasgow is in the entertainment busi-
ness, for it gives many splendid con-
certs in the large halls On winter even-
ings out of which a profit is made. The
corporation, too, has an extemsive sys-

tem of municipal insurance,
Penrhyn is a happy . place, tor it
knows no rate collector, It has ne

borough - or district rate, for it has so
much property that "its rests meet ull
expenses, and the only rate levwd in
the town is the poor rate.

There are some continental com-
munitées in an even happier state than
this, Orsa, in Sweden, owns extensive

forest lands, and by-the judicionssale
of some of them the village has a rey-
enue - of about $75,000 per year. No
taxes ot any kind have 't6"be paid.
Morteover, each district bas its own tele-
phone, which is free fo the public use,

Staufenberg, 1n Darmstadt, also owns
& large tract of forest Jand, which
yields enough revenue to pay all muni-
cipal expenses and in addition every
citizen ge s a “*dividend’’ of $5 a year
and free fuel. " The revenues derived
from thie public estate pay for the town |
hall, schools, water supply, municipal
bake houses, ete.

Freudenstadt, in Baden, is muore for-
tunate still. Out of the income derived
from the land the municipal authorities
supply the inbabitants with free wood
for firing and building, with free pas-
ture for the cattle, and with roads,
schools, churches, fountains, bospitals,
communal music, ete,,
any raies, and gives esch family a
yearly present which- amousts to from
$10 to $15. '

Klingenberg-on-the-Main and Langen.
selbold, in Hanau, are equally as for-
tunate. ~ No rates or taxes are -clajsped
and the villages of each place receive
anuual bopuses. :

The municipality of Grenoble has
been running s restaurant and Kitchen
for 50 years.

cost price in “the restanrant or delivered
at teudencu. as may be desirew,

this hnge restaurant, whaelmw
1sooowzoooo meaunday., 5o

"ﬁifej"'l('liindike" Nu'g”’ ,
second on the nudget, and the third at| - o
tendered liim, when hel -

without levylng |

Meals dre supplied g:ky ale

[city makes no financial profits from ,.;»-u’lmmm;,n.;,
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territory, almost the entire bnrden of |
taxation - falls- vipon the one’ 'iuduilry
upon "which our entire population de-
pends for its supgbrt. The miner and
Wor, through whose efforts alone
the country has reached its present state
of development, are taxed upan every
‘conceivable excuse, and with the samie
breath in which they are taved, every
possible hindrance is thrown in the way
of their realizing a legmmfe return
for their efforts. i
times the amount it should, gun(ﬁlg
that any reason can be advanced for the
issuance of such a license, does not en-
title its holder to any of the beu!ﬂtl’
which should rightfully belong to him, |

but when  he ‘desires to take ady
of the terms of his
that reservation laws stand in his way |

upon which he may locate.  If he de-
sires to cnt timber he pays a fee for the
privilege and so on _ad 1nfinitum. ’

miner’s license, though the capacity in
which he Serves may be that of cook.

The recording and- renewal fees are
entirely too large and they “also are
directed primarily at- the-miner- and |
prospector. In order that jumee may
be donme and the weight of tawation|
plieed where it belongs the entire sys.
fem of taxation shoud be revised.

The royaity tax which does not serve
the purpose for which it is levied, by
reason of the “expense involved in col-]
lecting it, should be abolished and
some other means, such as the propesed
export duty, substituted for the raising
of revenue.

The theory of placing hmy und
direct taxes upon the pt.)ducer is a
wrong one and is bound in time to pm-
duce ultlmnte bankruptey.

The Boxers in China have been offi-
cially notified that the war god Kwan
is desirous of seeing- the bloud of all
foreigners shed in Jarge gquantities |
Failure on the part of the Boxers to
comply, to the best of their ability,
with- Kwan's request is to bring upon
them a visitation of the war god's anger
in the shape of ten separate and distinkt
plagues. . In  view of the fact that
plagues of one kind or another are al
ways raging in China, Kwan ought ta}
bave no particular difficulty in carrying
out ¥ threats,

It is to be regretted that Dawson does
not possess & playhouse in which legiti-
mate productions could be given'to
which ladies and children ‘might be
taken with propriety. Dawson hnpid-
ly becoming a town of families, and as
such is entitled to-amusements similar
to those provided tn other settied com-
munities. A theater conducted along
legitimate lines ought to be a paying
investment in Dawson during the com-
ing winur

The long-!ooteﬂ for schoot supplies
have at and without |’
further delay a school should be imme-
diately insugurated, It is a wetl known |
fact that & uumber of oug.aitizens bave
left thesr families on the outside. by
reason of the non-existence of schools
in Dawson. This diffculty can now be|
obviated and the necessaiy urunmh
shouid be mudc Imthmlh

length arrived,

- If the present plnn- of |h¢ water ot
pany aig realized Dawson will ;ht»pn_
vided during the spprosching winter
with an abundant supply of fresh water
tor all purpuses, including suitable fire
protection for the business district, It

citizens to kuow that the probiem of 4
supply for the town. dnruumhl
W M}y m

Under-existing laws in the Yukon |

The miners’ license which costs four |-

He is authorized by his certificate to|
Jocate upon gronnd not .lre.dy”him‘_"‘; s

and there is practically no ground left |

" In order even to be employed upon|
a-claim -he must be the holder of af-

will bt:;tut relief to many“

id not know what tlmr er
going for. They- simply joined ‘
‘‘eraze.” No ofie advised them' 1o
and probably most of therr fri

| vised them not to, But they went; w
dumped off on the lighters and pad
to shore with about 20,000

of whom were as impractical”
selves, ' They were surprised to
easily Nome could have got along
out them, and how much better
have been for them if tboy
‘*in the States.”’ They

ceived eﬁj«t instruction
theory about the sutvival of

isonly a upemion of the
that have overtaken stamped
‘mining location . since tk

license dlmﬁ

ingun!p. Out of tlm pm
idkm sickness, hanhip

pcinh’hrn extumvc d‘lﬁm
rich in gold, but ¢

of it supporting a city of
it will Keep up a healthy m
of two or three thuund. The
tion will not be of a p
ter.. Two or three ym will be
as any one person wﬂl cmh
in that climate.
There are thousands of aqm
of virgin country in Alsska to be'
pected. Thna will ‘he uumﬂ'ﬂi

AL 24
AN 3

toAlnh wm:out kmh. just
be expeets to do; not'y _
meet .any emergency. 'rm ‘man
v & definite Hine of aetie
laid - down, “purposing to  take
chances in the rough and tumk
find -hundreds of men in the same
fortunate condition. - Then comesa

of rivnlﬂn, dl!puh‘. disappoiit:
defeats and each chapter «d&

'rhm is ~untold wealth m
The hardy prospector witl be
There isalso a limited fieid for bus
ness men, but when it is overdone
men who expect to make money off
prospectors, will ‘meet m:m«'
severe disappointment. The gist
the whole matter is, that men going
"Alsska should go '‘with thewr
upu."'-‘-Mlc Times,,

: R BT :
* Committees Appointed.
© At & late special meeting of the Boasd
of Trade the following important sp
cial committees were appointed:

_Motion of A, D. Willinms,
by F, Joslin, that s comn =
members Nondntod to nlht or
operate -
receiving and cnunailin m
genéral of Canada, and the IM
governor of British Columbia and pasty.

F. C.Wade, W. D. Bruce, A. I
liams, E.F.Botsford, Fulm! slin,
Te Roller.

President L. R. Fulda, in e«
with the resolutions, . appoi:

wittee as above.
by F. C. Wade, mkl
F. Joslin, that a committee . hm
#d. to sscertain’and report to this
1f the governor general of mm
fng bis approaching visit to. thié i
tory, will receive addresses or petit
from the Board of Trade of Daw
public matter affecting this country.

l‘tt«m‘- Joslin, T. McMullen, H..

|A. Robertegn, E. B. CuM_{ w.

3th sn
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