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on the other, not having been completed, T thought it would be premature under those
- circumstances to authorize any expenditure. ‘ , : o

The establishment, throughout British North America, of a uniform low rate of
Postage,—the adjustment of a system of inter-Colonial Trade, as also the arrange-
ments indispensable for the collection of statistics, and the subdivision of the expenses
of the Railway exploration, (all incident to the Legislation of the last Session,) having
appeared to me to render deputations to the adjoining Provinces desireablé, some mem-
bers of my Council were sent in May last to Canada and New Brunswick. The
Reports and documents connected with those missions [ shall cause to be laid before

.you, and you will be gratified to perceive the cordial spirit in which the proposals made
- were met, and which must ultimately lead to a final and satisfactory adjustment of these
important questions.’ : : ‘ :

Full powers having been conferred upon me by Her Majesty’s Government, I have,
acting in the spirit of the measure passed last Session, directed a consolidation of the
Crown Land Department, which I trust will lead to an improvement in the manage-
ment of this branch of the Public Service, and to an ultimate saving of expense.

During the Recess I have endeavoured to carry out the wishes of the Legislature re-
lative to the mineral resources of this Province. A Survey and Report of a portion of
them have been made, in accordance with the Address of the Assembly, and these,
together with the correspondence conducted with the Secretary of State, as developing
the views of Her Majesty’s Government upon the subject, will be promptly submitted
for your consideration. ‘

The Acts which provide for the support of Education, and for the encouragement
of Agriculture, will shortly expire; and I shall be gratified if, in the renewed consi-

~deration of those very prominent interests, the experience of the past conduct you to
harmonious and successful legislation. ‘ .’ ;

It is pleasing to me to be able to inform you that the quantities of Fish taken around
our Coasts have proved as abundant as in ordinary seasons; and, if any depression is
felt in that highly important branch of our industry, it is owing to general causes, that
tend to lessen the price of this great staple in the markets abroad.

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :

~ Detailed Accounts of the Receipts and Expenditures of the past year will be laid
before you, without delay, together with the Estimates of the expenses of the current
year. = ‘ ,

M President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Coukcil :
My. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

The general derangement of Commerce has, for a season, injuriously affected every
branch of Colonial Trade. The partial failure of the Crops, during three successive
years, has necessarily diminished the circulation, and, while it depressed the spirit of
enterprize, curtailed, among all classes, the means of consumption. You will how-

~ever, be gratified to learn, that while taxation has been light, the Revenue
has been sufficiently productive to enable the Government to meet with prompti-
tude every demand upon the Treasury, and to make such advances as were neces-
sary to repair the damages occasioned by heavy floods in some of the Eastern Counties,
and to discharge, towards the diseased and the unfortunate cast upon our Coasts, the
obligations of humanity. =~ ‘ ‘ ;. ‘ SO ‘

Let us, while thankful to Divine Providence for the mercies with which the trials
of the past have been tempered, contemplate with renewed hope the unerring signs
of a more generally prosperous condition, to which we may confidently look for the

supplies



