SATURDAY, 22d JANUARY, 1848. 9

Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council :
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :

I have pleasure in meeting the Legislature of this ancient and loyal Colony at
this the first Session of its Nineteenth General Assembly.

It will be my duty, at an early period, to lay before you a Despatch from Her
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, explanatory of His Lord-
ship’s views of the principles affecting the A dministration of Colonial Government,
as applicable to this Province, in some important particulars.

These principles cannot fail to exercise a powerful influence over the future pros-
perity of Nova-Scotia ; and I am happy to encourage the belief that you will justly
appreciate the enlightened and liberal sentiments of the Imperial Government
which pervade this Despatch; and that His Lordship’s expectation of the spirit in
which these sentiments will be met, in this Country, will not be disappointed.

Next in interest and importance is the fact, which I am enabled to announce to
you, that a good and practicable Line for the projected Rail Road between this
Port and Quebec, has been ascertained by the Officers to whom that Exploration
was confided. I am prepared to concur with you in making the necessary provi-
sion for the payment, by this Province, of the proportion of the expenses which
have attended that Exploration; and I shall be gratified to afford my aid in for-
warding such measures as may be proper, consistently with the varied interests and
wants of this Province, for promoting so great a National Undertaking.

I invite your early attention to a question which I regard as one of very great
importance to the future interests of this Province; namely that of the surrender
of the Crown Estate in Nova-Scotia to the control and management of the Local
Legislature, in exchange for a Civil List.
~ This question was presented for consideration in a Despatch of the Secretary of
State, dated 17th November, 1846, which, at the last Session, was communicated
to t}le Legislature, and in which the views of Her Majesty’s Government are fully
explained.

It will be the occasion of much gratification to me if your deliberations shall
lead to a final and satisfactory adjustment of this long pending negociation.

I trust before the close of this Session to be prepared to lay before you for con-
sideration, a proposal for the future management of the Post Office Department
throughout the North American Provinces, and the regulation of the postage pay-
able on the transmission of Letters,—a proposal which, I confidently expect, will
be found conducive to the convenience and the social and the intellectual advance-
ment of the people, and the general interests of the Province.

We have again to deplore a deficiency in the Crops ; but I have reason to be-
lieve that the Fisheries have in general, during the last season, reached their ordi-
nary productiveness ; and itis gratifying to know that the Revenue paid and secured
during 1847, equals in amount that of the preceding year.

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :

The accounts of the Public Receipts and Expenditure during the last year will
be laid before you at the earliest practicable period, and although some considera-
ble expenses have been unavoidably incurred in consequence of an unexpected in-
flux of Pauper Emigration, attended with much sickness, yet I do not, on that
account, abstain from tendering to you my congratulations upon the comparative
exemption which has been experienced by Nova Scotia during the past year, from
that sad extent of calamity by which the neighbouring Provinces of Canada and
New Brunswick have been, and still continue to be afilicted ; but although our
visitation in this respect has been comparatively slight, yet I regret to say that dis-
tress to a very considerable extent exists amongst our own Settlers, and Indians,
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