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Farmers and Ml itarism

An Address delivered by Professor Fastman, of Calgary University, before the Convention of

Alberta Rural Municipalities'and Local Improvement Associations

am by temperament a militarist. In
early childhood. the glamor of war ex-
cited my imagination, and in my bhoy
hood I was busy organizing military so
cieties, I was ecredulous enough to
believe that war was a bi

sity, that imternational
]

neces

wias

essential to the development of physical

courage and moral fibre, and that other

verities,

similar sophistries were eternal
At times reason and fact made me
pause, hut it needed a period of study
and observation in militarized Europe
to convince me that I must rieht about
face. Since then I hay realized that
a war between two of the nations that
are in the van of progress would be an
unmitigated curse to manlkind; that to
day the real foes of every people are
within and not bhevond the frontier;
that limitless moral fibre may be de
veloped in combating these domestie
enemies; and that, as for phvsical cour
age, we could trust to football and
lacrosse.

The Cost of War

As far back as 1853, Gres, in his
Political  and  Social
said: CSludgine from  the
past history of our race, in ninety nine
cases out of one hundred war is a fo
and a crime. Where it is so, it is the
saddest and wildest of all follies and
the most heinous of all -erimes.’”’ Greo
had especially in mind the Napoleonie
era. The battles between Encland and

““Essayvs  on
Science,”’

France alone cost these nations the
blood of 1900000 of their sturdiest
manhood. “As for rance, accordinge to
Leroy-Beaulieu, her wars hetween 1793
and 1799 robbed her of 1,500,000 lives.
Such wholesale slaughter has a fright

THE FARM SIDE

Fditor, Guide—1, as no doubt maost
of your readers, have been much interested
in the articles from the pen of Mr. Woads
worth on “Some Problems of City [ife)”
and the contrast therein suggested between
city and rural life

I heartily agree with the writer that
the workers in the city and those on the
farm have much in common —a common
mterest to n]nhn!ll and a common enecmy
to combat; and that we should get
together and reascn these things out

We farmers are indebted to Mr. Woods-
worth for the ~}ln]n.x'!|"1' wayv in which
he analyzes the economie problems  of
the wage-carner, but much more are we
indebted to him for the fair basis he
suggests—1the gross produce of an average
Munitoba farmer, as shown by the last

from which we can
|

Censis returns

arrive at somcthing of a conclusion as
to the ceonomical problems of the averap
farmer. This 1s vastly different from
the ordinary course of the city writer
on farm topies

Mr. Woodsworth has not analvzed the
gross income from the farm so as to show
what net income the averag

to  provide or " his annnal

Had he done so 1 do not think he would
have inferred, as he secms to have done,
that Lhe position finuncia of  the

farmer is so much better than that of

the city Wiage-carner Probaly Lie
thought that that should be done by a
farmer and so I will take this %1.,53%
Eross incormns f:u'v‘ the farn s a4 credit
and vl,.’.rgv- up to it the various items of
outlay that a farmer with a fe and
three children has to meet under ordinary
“\re “

In doing | I 4
for the Lenefit of r ' ' ' '
this gross produce des 1, it
markel p ' of eve g Dro

the farm that may be consumed on the
farm or sold off it

fully demoralizing influence upon the
physical stamina and ultimately upon
the mor strength of a people The

very yvear after Greg wrote, Europe
saw the commencemoent of the Crimean
War, truly a wild folly, parent of the
heinous erimes of the recent Balkan

imbroglio, for-as Van Multke once de
clared, ‘] ry war is the father of

‘ ars later eame the Franco
Prussian War, which struck such a stag

gering blow at human progress, smoth

I all hiberal thought and movements
and turnegdd Western Europe into an
armed ecamp This eatastrophe would
for one man's

have been avoided 1t
ageressive foliv and another man’s un
serupulons cunning, seconded on hoth
sides of the frontier. by the official
JIress And this press, then as alwavs,
tallked of France and Germans, as if
they were two persons, one of which
had insulted the other Yet all this
time the peasants and citizens of both
countries were patiently toiline at. the
world’'s waorl, quite unaware that they

were insulting or beine insulted. Never
theless  the  bLlunder  destroved  their
weilth to thie extent of over $2,300 000,
000, inaururated the haneful reign of
Armed Penee and rolled national debts
imto the Lillions Todavy the mil tary

budeet of France stands at $460,000.000),

while the impoverished secial budeet
“life

is lancuishing, and death alone absorhs

amounts to barely #3060 000 000

our living resources,’”’ eried Jaures, last
December

Civilization Stagnates

And so it seemed to me even hefore
the wild militarist reaction of the last

The M

The following is the balunce sheet of
an average Manitoba farm

By gross value of all products from
farm, 51,545

To working CxXpenses Sced for year,
£100; grain for horses (5 say #225; hay
for horses and cattle (8 say), %75; grain

for cattle, pigs and poultry, #75; hired

help., 5200, taxes and insurance, %60,
threshing and twine, #150; blacksmithing
and repairs, #3530, upkeep of machinery
and implements, #3530, upkeep of buildings

and fences, 250 Fotal, #1.045
Tao |r‘nl e of farm consumed by the

farmi! Meoat, SO0 1hs at 8¢, #6G4: hutter
300 lhs, at 20¢ 26O epy 50 doz.  at
15e., %7.50; potatoes, 80 bus. at 25e
%7.50 mnlk 160 pgals. at 12145¢., %20;
vepetables, £10% Total, %169
To household expenses, ete Caroceries,
tea, sugar, dricd fruit, 2100; flour, 230;
fuel, light and water, 2850, dothing for
f i 2000, peerse | expense trarket
¥20, upkeep of | furnishings, 820

L ®1,638. Balance,

‘ thie tongy i =%

Ihis leaves our farmer 889 1o the hole
he would sa Is it not about the average
position’” Yo a'tho he has not even
paid a thseription to his “"Cude or
v cent for any ther hiteérature, nothing
for the church or Tor pleasure, and that
trip Fast has been postponed to the far
distant futars ~ cxplatialion I feel
is due M Woaed { ' ¢ hia ng
for vegela fuae ter, as 1 know
ey ' : s h
critic I hie ‘ i cnumerators n
> feed 1]ie e of byeet carrot
‘ na ¢ bagre in the Tare r garden
4 il e eonl nr ol  the P e and
A not |*

Wi ' ol aur farmers get their
¢ ' ' » ) ore have
I s s, 50 1t only
rg ! 2 tu n e at
won as to the expense of ru

'

a farm to u ide at least something ke

two years Every work of industrial
improvement, of education or artistic
advance was delaved or erippled thru
lack of funds. | remember once point
ing out to the librarian of the Biblio
theque Nationale that certain volumes
were indispensable for the history of
Freneh colonization e shook his head
and said: ‘1 know it, but they would
cost #30 and we have to count every
sou. "’ l",\rr_\!!.]ng roes to organize de
struction.  And so it is, more or less,
in all the miltarized nations; eiviliza
tion stagnates: the forees of progress
are atrophied; the militarist snowhall
grows into an avalanche and threatens
to sweep us back into savagery, Fven
in the United States of America, in
1910, the tatal war cost was 67 2.5 per
cent, of the national expenditures.

In Canada the monster is trving to
raise its head, Tu 1899 the entire cost of
our mihitin was approximately $1.285
000; the estimates for 1914 demand
nearly $19.000,0000 which is more than
double the sum expended five vears aygo.
Someone has Iately mentioned n navy,
and a few months ago the minister of
militia Lod pompous plans for the mili
tarization of our universities,  All this
comes most opportunely at a tine when
the financial stringency has arrested
educational  progress thruout  Canada.
3y the way, do yvou know that one Jdis
charge of a big gun . costs as much as
a four years' university course?

Waste of Intelligence

Thus far we have heen discussing
the waste of human life in war and of
social wealth in militarism, but we must
not forget the waste of intelligence in
both.  Try to imagine what our civili

ail Bag

half what it costs the more unfortunate
one An artesian well costs from %200
to #600 and sometimes runs much higher,
then pumps break and wear out and sonie
times the well gives out or caves in. and
there is considerable  annual  expense
connected with the water supply on the
average farm, while many have to haul
water for their stock, ns well as for domes
tic use, for miles and some have even to
buy it Is it conceivable that in a city
with say 50,000 householders co-operating
ar their water supply it will cost more
than to supply 50,000 farms depending
on ndividual effort? If so then our
modern  methods of  consolidation  and
co-aperation are worthless.,

I would particalarly draw the attention
of vour city readers to the X nditure
of #1,085 under the head
generally  fuil

working
CXPenses ws | fear they
to realize how expensive the upkeep of
v modern farm s I expect that Mr
Waoodswaorth himsell 1ok it for granted
that nearly all the gross produce of the
faurm was available to provide the farmer
with his budget,”" whilte as a matter
of fact there is but a third of it, %500
This net produce gives the farmer his
carnings, about 81 66 a day or 1624 centy
an hour for a day of 10 hours, or about
14 cts an hour for time actually cmployed

$ut we have shown this average larmer

who has tried to support his Tamily by

his awn efforts and give them a decent
iving s now in debt If that continues
from year to vear he will soan have no
farm Is not that often the result?

llx"‘l’]"l mn
the inventory of the stock on the farm

are two nice heilers rising three vears old

There 15 another way out

on which the eves of the goad wife rested

often an antcipation of the inereased
|

produce she would be able ta [ ime of

next vear They are sold lor beef, the
debt as paid and there iy a little over to
go to the chureh

Not good businéss, savs the banker,
reducing hus working capital; he should

Lhave Lorrowed money and increased his

sation might be already ifiduring the
last century scores of thousands of in-
ventive bramns and generous hearts had
been concentrating their energies direct-
Iy upon productive industry and social
amehoration instead of upon destrue-
tion and oppression. True, from de-
structive inventions the world has some-
times  wrested  constructive machines,
but how indirect and how uncertain has
been the process!  And how great our
loss by the way!

Modern War-—An Industrial Game

Of what nature, then, is war?  Ob-
viopsly it partales of the character of
the civilization to which it belongs,
The Kings of agricultural peoples make
wars  of  territorial  conquest;  their
dream is to round out their domaing, to
scize their neighbors' fields. The gov-
crnments of andustrial countries make
commereinl wars with a view to the ex
ploitation of new regions and new mar
Kkets In 1805 the Japanese fought the
Chiinese for the expiloitation of Corea;
in 1808 the Americans fought the Span-
inrds for the exploitation of Cuba; in
1500 we ploriously trivmphed over the
Boers (oli, those palpitating memories!)
for the exploitation of the Transvanl’s
gold mines; in 1900 the Fuoropeans in
vaded Pelin and imposed their railways
upon Chinag i 1904 the Juaps and Rus
sians massacred cach other for the ex
plottation of Manchuria,  Five wars in

ten years! The triumph of pacifism!
Whatever the pretext or the war cry,
the hasie enuse was commereinl, Our

modern financial oliganrehies seek not
subijects hut customers; business men
make business wars

Continued on Page 10

stock and his revenue would have in-
creased Well miy he, bt uuuiu, if
many farmers in his position do likewise
there may be noscarcity of dairy produce
ull'l Iht‘ imcome from ”II\ source, hm'uuqv
of lessening of the supply, may actually
mmcrease. We are now dealing with one of
onur pushing  go-ahead farmers who s
bound to “get on,” and he thinks the
situntion over and decides that he must
COOnOmmizZe satne \\'I' re -I‘l'lll”v i‘ lWI‘IVF
yeurs old and muast help on the farm next
year, se he can do without hired help
and w0 save $200 Is he blamable?
Another average farmer in the same
position (we have many of them nmongst
is) takes the banker's advice, mortgages
the farm, gets o few more cows, finds it
difficult ta meet the anterest, loses a
few head, chiefly on wecount of a searcity
of food one winter, sees no h';p" of ex-
tricating hiomself from s difficalties and
seellls out, goos to the city and may succeed,
Another, finding himsell in the position
of the average farmer not able to make
both ends meet, tries to economize by
working  himsell  and  family  harder,
encannters illness, has to have in the
doctor and a trivined nurse Four dollurs
a day and l"|; for the nurse, Lo say
nothing of the doctor, soon runs the
cxpense up to crippling proportions, and
hie to extricate himself, sells out at »
good  figure, goes West where land s
cheaper, hat the conditions mare onerous,
He goes thra the process aguain and finally
secks a town, where if labor is scarce Lhe
pay bears some proportionate  relation

Continued on Page 19

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS
Thin Department of The Guide is maln
tuined expecinlly for the purpose of X’”

viding a discunnion ground fur the reanders
where the o fres wrchnnge views and
ferive frow ench other the Lenefits of oz
perience and helpful suggestions Fvery

“tter must be wigned by the name of the
writer tho not necessurily for publication
Ve siwws of gur curreapondents are not
of necensity those of The Ouide.




