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Farmers and Militarism
An Address delivered by Professor Lastman, of Calgary University, before the Convention of 

Alberta Rural Municipalities and Local Improvement Associations

I am by temperament a militarist. In 
early childhood the glamor of war ex­
cited my imagination, and in mv boy 
hood I was busy organizing military so 
ci et in s. I was credulous enough to 
believe that war was a biological neces­
sity, that ii*t ernatinnal struggle was 
essential to the development of physical 
courage and moral fibre, and that other 
similar sophistries were eternal verities. 
At times reason and fact made me 
pau^e, but it needed a period of study 
and observation in militarized Europe 
to convince me that I must right about 
face. Since then I have realized that 
a war between two of the nations that 
are in the van of progress would be an 
unmitigated curse hi mankind; that to 
day the real foes of every people are 
within and not beyond the frontier; 
that limit less moral fibre may be de 
\ eloped in combating these domestic 
enemies; and that, as for physical cour 
age, we could tru>t to football and 
lacrosse. _______

The Cost of War
As far back as 1803, Greg, in his 

11 Essays on Political and Social 
Science,” said : ‘‘Judging from the 
past history of our race, in ninety nine 
cases out of one hundred war is a folly 
and a crime. Where it P <o, it is the 
saddest and wildest of all follies, and
the most heinous of all-crimes.” Greg 
had especially in mind the Napoleonic 
era. The battles between England and 
France alone cost these nations the 
blood of 1,000,000 of their sturdiest 
manhood. As for {Tance, according to 
Lerby Beaulieu, her wars between 17!>3 
and 176J robbed her of 1,000,000 lives. 
Such wholesale slaughter has a fright­

fully dernouili ing influence upon the 
physical stamina and ultimately upon 
the moral strength of u people. The 
very year after ( • reg wr<-t «•. Europe 
saw the commencement of the Grin ean 
War. truly a wild folly, parent of the 
heinous crimes of the recent Bal .an 
imbroglio, for- ns Von Moltke once de­
clared. ‘ ‘ E\ erv war is the father of 
otlier wars.”

Twenty years later came the Franco 
Prussian War. which struck such a stag­
gering blow at human progress, smoth­
ered all liberal thought and movements 
and turned Western Europe into an 
armed ramp. This catastrophe would 
have been a voided but f"r one man’s 
aggressjvp f"by and another man’s un 
scrupulous cunning, seconded on both 
sides of the frontier bv t lie official 
press. And this pre^s. then a - always, 
talked of France and Germany, as if 
they were t.wo persons, one of which 
had insulted the other Yet all this 
time the peasants and citizens of hoth 
countries were patiently toiling at the 
world's wort. quite unaware that the v 
were insulting nr 1 eing insulted. Xever 
theless the blunder d est r*» v ed their 
wealth to the ex'ent of over *J.ôbn,ü(i0f- 

inaiigur.it e<l the baneful reign of 
Armed peace arid rolled national debts 
into the billions. Today the military 
budget of France stands at $460,000.000, 
TvTiTle 111e impoverished jmaal budget
amounts to bandy pdfi 000 000. ‘‘Fife 
is languishing, and death alone absorbs 
our living resources, ” cried Jaurès, last 
December.

Civilization Stagnates
And so it seemed to me even before 

the wild militarist reaction of the last

two years. Every work of industrial 
improvement, of education or artistic 
advance was delayed or crippled thru 
lack of funds. I remember once point­
ing out to the librarian of the Biblio­
thèque Nationale that certain volumes 
were indispensable for the history of 
French colonization lie shook his head 
and said: ”1 know it, but they would 
cost * .‘to. a ml we have to count every 
sou. Everything goes to organize de 
struct ion. And so it is, more or less, 
in all the miltari/cl nations; civiliza­
tion stagnates; tlie forces of progress 
are atrophied; the militarist snowball 
grows into an avalanche and threatens 
to sweep us back into savagery. Even 
in the ITiited States of America, in 
EGO, the total war cost was 67 LÎ ft per 
rent. of the national expenditures.

In Gan a da the monster is trying to 
raise its head. I n 1 *!M the entire cost of 
our militia was approximately .fl,U.X.r>,- 
M00; the estimates for l!*ll demand 
nearly $ 19,()()(),0(H), which is more than 
double the sum expended five years ago. 
Someone has lately mentioned a navy, 
and a few months ago the minister of 
militia laid pompous plans for t lie mili 
tari/at ion of our universities. All this 
eoliies most oppoi timely at a time when 
the financial stringency has arrested 
educational progress ihruout Canada. 
By tin* way, do you know that one «lis 
charge of a big gun costs as much as 
a four years’ university course!

Waste of Intelligence
Thus far we have been discussing 

t h«* waste of human life in war and of 
social wealth in militarism, but we must 
not forget the waste of intelligence ill 
both Try to imagine what our civili­

zation might be already if - during jhe 
last century scores of thousands of in­
ventive brains and generous hearts had 
been concentrât ing t In ir energies direct­
ly upon productive industry and social 
amelioration instead of upon destruc­
tion and oppression. True, from de­
structive inventions the world has some-» 
times wrested constructive machine», 
but how indirect and how uncertain has 
been the process! And how great our 
hiss by the w ay !

Modern War An Industrial Game
Of what nature, then, is war! Ob 

v uqislv it pfHtakcs of the character of 
the civilization to which it belongs. 
The kings of agricultural peoples make 
wars of territorial conquest; their 
dream is to round out their domains, to 
seize their m i :hbors ' fields Tito gov­
ernments of industrial countries make 
commercial wars with a view to the ex 
P hot at ion of new regions and new mar 
Kits. In l.v.iô the Japanese fought the 
Ghinese for the exploit at ion of Corea; 
in IMhS the Americans fought t he Span­
iards for the exploitation of Cuba; in 
1 X'.iq wo gloriously triumphed over tho 
Boers ( oh, those palpitating memories! ) 
for the exploitation of the Transvaal'» 
gold mines; in 1600 the Europeans in­
vaded 1 ‘el- in and imposed their railways 
upon China, in EMM the Japs and Bus 
si a ns massacred oaclt other for the ex 
ploitat ion of Manchuria. Five wars in 
ten years!- The triumph of pacifism! 
Whatever the pretext or t lie war cry, 
tin* basic cause was commercial. Our 
modern financial oligarchies seek not 
Hubjeets but customers; business men 
make business wars
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Editor, Guide I. as no doubt most 
of your readers, have been much interested 
in the article.*, from the pen of Mr Vood>- 
worth on “Some Problems of ( it y 1 if* ,” 
and the eon ti list therein suggest « <1 Ix-txu < n 
city and rural life

1 heartily agree with the writer that 
the workers in the city and these on the 
farm have much in common a common 
interest to uphold and a common enemy 
to combat; and that we should get 
together and n as* n these things out

We farmers are indebted to Mr. Wood­
worth for tin* sympathetic* wav in w hi* h 
In* analyzes the economic problems «-f 
the wage-earm r, but muc h mon* an* we 
indebted to him for the fair ba- is le* 
suggests t he gross produce of an average 
Manitoba farmer, as shown by the last 
census returns from which vve can 
arrive at .something of a conclusion as 
to t lu* economical ' ' ins of the average 
farmer. I his is vastly differ* nt from 
the ordinary cours»* of the c ity writer 
on farm topic».

Mr W nods wort h has not analyzed the 
gross imome from the* farm so as to sIi»a,vv 
what net income tin* av« rag* farmer has 
to provide for his annual “budget 
Had he done so I do not think le would 
haw inf* rn d, as le* seems to have done, 
that tie* position, financially, of t In* 
farmer is so mm h le tter than that of 
tie* city wage -earner. Probably le* 
thought that that should be «loue b. a 
farmer and so I will take this *1,0 .7 l 
gross income from tie* farm as a credit, 
and charge up to it tie- various items of 
outlay that a farmer with a wife and 
three c hildr* ri ha- to rie-ct ureb r ordinary 
advantageous • ire um-tare . . mid we will 
see hou le- c orre-s out at tie- * rel of t le- 
year with hi - farm holding worth *10 0 ',0 
1 n doing -o I woi,!«j pr»-r i-« h. *a ng, 
hr the benefit of ;. <, u r e jl . r* ad* Ts, t hat 
this grcj-s produ* • includes t^Le- va:*.*-, at 
mark* t pri< *.f »-ver> tiling pr»*du*-«d on 
the farm that rnav be e<;Usum».*d ou tie- 
farm or sold off it.

l ie following i- tie* balaie** -le * t of 
an average Manitoba farm

B v gross valu* of all products from 
farm, > I, .7 l 7

To working « xp« rise s S»-<*d f«»r year, 
* 100; grain for le*r-« > .7 say . *2 2.7; hay
for hor-c-s and c at 11«* ' S -av , *7.7; grain 
for c at 11* , pigs and poultry, *7.7 ; hired 
help. >200, taxes and insurance, *60; 
thre-hing ami twin*, * )>v0, bla* ksinit liifig 
and repair-, *.‘{0, upkeep of ma* him ry 
arid implements, *70, upkeep of buildings 
and f* mes *.70 dotal, * 1.01.7

To pr< *lte * of farm c on-um* «1 by tie* 
famirv M»at,S00!bs at h# , >0 i. but t* r, 
,00 lb- at 20* , «*60, egg., .70 *!»</. at 
1.7c . >'7 .70; potato* -, JO bus. at 2.7* ,
>7 .70 milk, 160 gals at 12} >< , 20,
vegetable- * 111 dotal, > 160

lo lion-<-!e-1*1 « x p*n-* -, « t * Gro**ri*s, 
t< a, sugar dri* *1 fruit, * 100, flour, * *0; 
fuel, light and uat* r, *.70; clothing for 
fa mi!;. , >200 p« r-onal » xp< n-»-, market­
ing. >20. upk* * p of hon-.«• furnishings, *20
I of al, * \ 20

Grarel tc.tal of *-xp»,n * , *1,6 M. Balaie <*, 
on tie* wre-ng >1*1* . *•'->>

I hi- I* a * « - our farm* r “in tie* hob 
ii» would -a;. I *i it let about tie a v« rag»- 
pod! ion ' ^ * - a t lei le has ie»t « v* n
paid a subscription I»» his “GueJ* *ir 
a « » nt f*»r an . ot 1e r lit* rat ur#*, n«*tiiing 
f«,r tie- < h ur# h <.r f*<r pi* a- ir< and that 
trip l.a-t ha- b* * n p*»st pore d to t ie far 
<li-t ant fut if ***»rfi* « x pî.iiiat i«*n I f* * I
i- dm Mr W«»<*c|-worth f*-r m . * barging 
for v eg* t abb - fel and at* r a* 1 kre»vv 
tie-*- it* ins tie* v«-r\ low will m* • t with 
r-riti» i-m Ile* « » b is » numerators in - 
c Imiefj tie* value of » v* r b* * t • arrot, 
onion a rel c abbage u } 6* farmer's garden 
in He ir estimate of the prudu* «*, and 
w h • re»t I ' *

W | • n ar. . c.f our farmers g* t t le-ir
fuel v. . t h ♦ h* : r own !a'c»r, rnor»* have 
to bu; it at Heir r ai'way -tat ions a rel 
Hi«*n hau it leirne mil* s. s»# it is only 
right in at ten pt ing to arrive at a sane 
» ore isjon a- t»> the * xp«ns* uf running 
a farm ♦*» iielu»]»* at b something like

half what it costs tie* more unfortunate 
ore* An artesian well < osts from *200 
to *6i00 and sorietines runs rum Ii higler, 
then pumps break and wear out arid sone - 
tim**H t lie well gives out » » r ea v«*i in and 
tie r»* is » cinsi»b*rabb* annual exp»*ns»* 
»onre*t*d with tie* voiler supply on t he 
av»*rag«* farm, while many have to haul 
water for He ir sto» k, a- w * II as for domes­
tic use, for miles and some have even to 
buy it Is it core »*i vaille that in a city 
with say .70 000 householder s co-op* rat ing 
f*#r th*ir water supply it will cost mon­
th an to supply .70,000 farms d* pending 
on individual effort? If s#i t lien our 
modern methods of consolidation and 
ro opera! ion an* worthless.

I would particularly draw tie* attention 
of your city readers to tie* «*xpendit ur«* 
of *1,047 under t le* head “ working 
expenses,” as I f**ar t le y generally fail 
to naU/.e how expensive tie* upkeep **f 
a modern farm is I » x p« « t that Mr 
Wood*wort h himse lf took it for grant* d 
that nearly all tie* gross produce of tie- 
farm was available to provide tie- farrier 
with his ‘‘budgetwhite as a matter 
of fa»t t here is but a I bird of it, *700 
This let produce gives tie* farmer his 
« arnirigs, about *1 66 a day or 10 1 ^ c ents 
an hour for a day of 10 hours, or about 
14 ci s an hour for I irre* u< t ually employed.

But we have shown this average farrier 
who has I r i* « 1 te, support his family by 
In « own < ffor t s and give tie-m a « I «-e « • n t 
living is ie*w m <1* bt If that eontinu**w 
fr»*rn year t<* year he wi!l s**«»n have* no 
farm Is not that oft *-n tie* result"
I h»*r** i- are*t 1e r way out 1 m lud«*d iri 
tie* in vent»,ry <-f tie* st <*# k on He* far m 
ar«* two nee h* ifers rising thr«*«* v**.irs »,le|, 
on will'll tie- «* V • •• ' » f tie- gf,e»e| wufe r»-ste-ej 
oft « n iri ant e ipat ion of tie* ire r«*as#*e| 
prceluc e sle- woubl l>«* abb to dispos** of 
re xt year 'I ley. are »«>l»l for le * f, t h<- 
»i* l*t is paicl arid tie r* is a littb* c,v«*r tej 
g», to t le- < hurc-h

Not good business, Wavs the banker, 
r* ciuc ing his working c apital; le- should 
Lave borrowed money and in* r»*as« d hi»

si*»* k and his revenue would have in 
* r* ase*l Well may be, but again, if 
many farmers in hi - posit ion *1» likewise 
then* may I,*- a scarcity of <luiry produce 
and tie- income from this noiiree, b**e*aus<* 
of lessening of tie* supply, may actually 
ne re-ase- We are* now dealing with one of 
our pushing go a|i**a«l farmers who is 
bouri‘1 to "g**t on," and he thinks the 
situation over ami dee Lies that lie mil si 
economize s*»ne wle r»* Johnny is tw**lvr 
years old and must help on tie* farm n**xt 
year, s*y le* call do without hire*! help 
aiel so save * 26U. Is le* blamabh*? 
A reel 1er average* farmer in the name 
p'isit i*/ii ( w** have many *»f t le* in am mgst 
us) takes tie* bankers ml vie»*, hi irtgage» 
tie* far in, get s a f* w more* cows, finds it 
difficult to ire***t. tie* interest; lose» a 
fe-w h* ,ie|, chiefly on a« * *iunt of a »* arc*ity 
of food oie* winter, s«-«-s no hope of ex­
treating him e lf from his «Jiffi ulti«*s and 
-•■Us out, go to tie* <ity and may »u< » »*»*d. 
Anotler. finding himself in tie* positi«m 
of tie* a v* rag** farmer not abb* t«> make 
both » fell ne «t, Iri's t«» »*e*>rio mix»* l>y 
working himself and family harder,
*reeeiiit »*rs ill re-ss, has t <> have in the 
do* tor arel a trainee! nurse Four *1'«liars 
a clay arel keep for the nurse, to way 
nothing of tie* doctor, «bon runs the 
experts*- up to e rippling proport ions, arel 
le. to extricate himself, s»ll* out at a 
go»*d figure, g'H-s VV*st wh«*re land is 
cheaper, but tie* conditions more onerous. 
Il< go* s thru tie* process again and finally 
s*-* ks a town, wh«*re if labor is scare** this 
pay bears s*»me proportionate relation 
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NOTICE TO COKREMPONDENTS
Thi* Jn-psrt m**fjt of '/ I.f (iut'li is ms Id 

t»m«-d i-hp* * i«lt) f*»r li *• porpiik# of uro 
veil* g « *li»' ijk*i'#ii grouret for the r*»n*irr* 
wlifM' YI • oui - f r w*-1 w *« 1-wiig» vi#*w*» and 
d*-nv #* fro'«e* *«t l.»*r tl * le-naflt» of e*
peri* re I* Slid helpful kugg*»l ion» Kvar)

• i|.-r must he signed h. I l.e ne -ne of Ihr
* r iter I ho red rier ea*» nly for puhliretioe 
I I i tn-wi of our r.,rreapoeulenta are not 
of neeeamty thos# of The On lie.
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