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lycrPlh'XT M.tniOLATHY

Sir,—Iu Mr. Wood's letter lie objects to the line in 
Hymns Ancient and Modern. “ Slmll we not love thee. 
Mother dear, " on the ground that it tends to Manolatrv. 
Sin'll an idea from the use of a poetic apostrophe 
would he too ridiculous to entertain for a moment, 
were it not for the fact that Mariolati y lias been, and 
is practised m the Roman Communion. This alone 
cives the slightest colour of pretence for any possible 
objection to the line referred to. Hut as the Bible 
is the religion of Protestants,'’ what shall we say to 
the inspired writer of the i IHtli Psalm V Whatever 
may have been the age in which lie lived, that writer 
had on the east of him multitudes wlm worshipped 
the sun as God. and on the west of him whole nations 
who worshipped as Divinities beasts and creeping 
things. And yet that umpired writer presumes to 
invoke //m mui and moon, the stars of light, the 
heaven ot heavens, lire and bail, snow and vapour -, 
stormy wind, mountains and all hills, fruitful tree - 
and all cedars, F-/ .</>■ iitnl till rii/i A , , , inh./ things and 
flying fowls ! Can Mr. Wood point out the difference 
in principle between this <In run/ apostrophe of the 
Psalmist and the line to which he objects V ! car that 
if he lmd lived at the time of the Annunciation lie 
would have accused the Angel Gabriel also ol Mai loin- 
try ! The teaching of the Church where Mr. Wood 
heard the line he objects to must have been sadly 
colourless, or lie would soareclv have ;alien into the 
error contained in his letter.

'i mil s.
If. Johnson.

early closing shops, and the like. But Satunlav after­
noon and Saturday night dumping go on. and are 
prolonged until midnight. Many shopmen In not go 
t<> bed until two o'clock on Sunday mornim;. And 
why For wliose benefit V For who e convenience 
I he answer which truth would make n . For tlm 

hem tit and convenience of no one whati vcr. There 
is not the slightest advantage m it to the purchaser. 
To the stoiokoepor there i-- the disadvantage o! a cm: 
sumption of time, and of avtiiieia 1 ledit, and ol 
strength, which is perfectly needless. There i . not 
the -lightest doubt of this. There i- no gain in buy 
ing tilings at ten or eleven o'clock, which could just 
as readily have been purchased at live o'clock. \ed 
yet. i! tlm -hopkevper lie well eNamiimd. tiie -Iran e 
discovery will be made tint multitude-- a I v a v, di ,
off puiclsoing xvli.it M I'Y 111 Til 'll nil tin • Ft ( V T'' MM; F. coin !rmn< d a Vi'.l ilv.
hi. hour. 11 a 'Imp el 0 vs at -ex ■ 11 o'e « h'k. tl , re XX hi IIOV. i >V .It -IV- !» IS put 1 w :
be comparatively litMi done lint1 1 jiM he! •Vi <n\ Ui:. » F l IV »nr im." tint \' 1 ■ 1

L. t it keep open an hour later and the !' i Fl :«T 1 *11 ; IM'C.M '» •■ m In Hi rnt h,
cl. eTV-, will drive offi -hopping u. ; 111 lie: rl e ii:ir became im Ii 1

th- if again the hour he proton ■ed mi '.il t •n. 01 e'en tint in.! FIN *1 t < me •i lli V'4
i'leven. it i- found that all homdi HO 11 ore ni ■- lo'eeis Th • t Vl; 1. tlm pn III :nv
cm .... g,, the a “greva e. il.-x ■ !< F ', t hi e r s loin iii ■ ! 0 i:i v- •>' 1, ,. ... ; 1 "I'i ! \
tin ■ latent possible l mi ivwr -n 111 v. n ini 0 l

\nxx il is evil 1* nt 11 " ! heart \ ( 'In • 11 III . 1:1 X'e ill oilni < <1. til il :» ml ten
tin ■si> tacts p. ixx < T ln>' : :ood ill t la ir ban U ii < >1 lx t hex 1 < It'd 1 V. ! 1. ! \\ ! ! Ih on
will use it. 1 a t t vi 'i \' one \\ ho leads tin 1 ' ( termine
to adopt t lie follow me 
ft lend lie possev i -

régulât 10 

0 ill! the
1 nisi

XX
■ ex t ■ X
1 X el' he i ll /■: 111 '/■'

ru/-: ,irm;mext hoop.

" And tin books were opened. . . . and the dead 
were judged out of the iliings that, were written in 
the book.s" "The words that 1 speak," said Jesus, 
" they shall judge him at that day." The Bible, then, 
the dear neglected Bible, that lies unopened ill so 
manv homes, m God's judgment hook, and we need 
not wait fill the las! greet dav to know assuredly 
w here we sin II stand.

Tim éliminai v !o appeal s helm e the bar condem­
ned is not awaiting trial : that is past, and has resul­
ted m pmvmc him gudt\. He now tremblingly hears 
hi'sentence. In ( ; >d'-, sight that is the unbeliever's 
plac 'even lunv. The words of Jesus come to us 

1 ioo plainly to he misunderstood. " He that helieveth
not because lie is a sin- 

\ -in " lie Ins own self 
light live hut condemned 
limed. "I le hath made 
It not believed the record 
hr- Son."

and the decision

JFanttlu Heading.

is pas!
" before ( iod. 

i fa 11 title la ivv 
■ ariimi llegli'cted. 
he to pleat I V

XX ho can 
X pardon 

scorned,

GOD'S F1 LOWERS l PON GOD S AI /TA It.

T is "of Thme own we give 'Thee." gracious God '. 
Flowers of the spring-time, uffermgs Iroin 1 lie so i. 
Tinted by Thine own hand with rainbow dve .
Or with tlie gold and blue of -unset skies.
Of all earth's boundless gifts, to Time w<- bring 
Nought that is holier as an offering.

Oh ! glorious symbols of the Faster morn.
Out of decay and death and darkness horn.
Springing to light and life from out tin* tomb 
Of nature's desolation, sadness, gloom :
Ye come, sweet Rowers, with fragrance pure and rare 
To blend your incense with the breath of prayer.

Christ hath arisen “ with healing in His wings."
Yr have arisen, oh, bright and bcautimis things.
To tell us of that resurrection morn,
XX’hen we immortal, from the grave new-born.
With bodies glorified, to life shall rise.
And meet the Saviour in the bending skies.

live, whatever his calling, and whether Churchman 
or Nonconformist a ,ml.l inf,’,<■/1Inti ih innhi h, .il tU, / 
r;v/d//-- </.•/.•>•,/</.\V I 7:ristitin.< ' . let i verx one do tin - : 
Let him make d a rule that lit will complete all 
marketing and having on Saturday by five o'clock, 
if possible. X ini' I his is easily pos-Jhlc xxiUi mus», 
people. Where tin F impracticable, let it le June 
by -i\ ui luck. 11 .absolut el\ i 111 puss' I ill • t u • ■ i cum pi i -h 
it l>\ si n o clock. |cl it 1 iccomc a ii ' i . I. i v nil. re! i -■ iuu-l x 
T. lit rule, to do in mu -1 ut pill el | I UH1 11 . -el, ui h v
d< put.V after 'even o'clock oil it ur-dax > \ cluii" . 
This i"''.’illation uin Id to hi Imp' l>\ d| rank - and 
order . ol "i'll, and if every ( 'hri ti-oi who va re lor 
the Ford's dax • /s/M,,./. ,,// au//. ,/ '•••/// ' will
Olllv determine lie irtllx earrx "III t hi ulI*■ 
tii>ll. it will work marvels.

X'id hoxx gi'i•;> : and 1 >I<
Thom,and-' would soon 
the wax in which Christ 
and not by a ten ocl 
would soon elive curdy win i 
came early : and this would via 
f)av or Christian day of rest.

PREP A HA T! OX EoR sPXPAY.

A OOOI) RESOLUTION TO MAKE AND Kl.El'.
TO ALL CHRISTIAN VEOPI.E.

XDDRESSEI)

It is not difficult to see that many great Christian 
verities are imperilled just now ; and, in truth, it is 
hard to sa)' what part of Christianity is not in peril. 
Let none take refuge by saying that Christ will never 
leave or forsake His Church. He never will. But 
He has allowed portions of that Church to fall into 
great feebleness, and to decay. XX here arc the 
Churches of Asia Minor, to whose ‘ Angels’ Jesus sent 
an admonitory letter ? Where the Churches founded 
by St. Paul in Asia and Furope ? It is no safety from 
peril that England was once religious.

Amongst other dangers, the Lord's Day is in very 
great peril of being forgotten. The Bishop ot Liver­
pool’s tract on this subject might he perused,with 
very great benefit by many Christian people, tor it 
shows how important a benefit and privilege the 
Lord's Day is, and demonstrates the Divine insti­
tution of it until the end of time. There is a practical 
view which Christians might easily take ujion this 
subject, which, if carried into effect, would do more 
to secure a due, /.<■. a calm, restful, and holy obser­
vance of the day, than all legislation together. I he 
days, indeed, of legislation about tilings religious are 
over. This is probably very greatly to he regretted. 
But without disputing the ipmstion. the lact G beyond 
dispute. The day is nearly coin" when God s ( hnrch 
will have to stand alone awhile; and mankind "ill 
take sides either with lier or against her.

Now. there are many well-planned and successful 
efforts constantly made to promote half-holidays.

- -.e'I would 1 lie i- -nil 1 " '
11" enable tu I a in Su n< • 'i v ii1 
aim love tu I>• "jm 11 i .m I\\ 
irk Ineakiast. Storekeepers 

t lu x found buyers 
ire a lo opin' Lord's 

as well lor (la' hial\ 
as the soul.' which clearly Sunday 1 . intende 1 to he. 
God s dav would cease in a great degree to he aim ed 
as it now is. for tliev who cannot begin the day well 
arc not likely to conclude as they ought. The solemn, 
earnest, affectionate appeal is therefore hereby made 
to all Christians, that they will henceforth deter­
mine to make purchases, and to cause parcels and 
goods to lie sent to their homes, on Saturda ys. r 
later than seven o'clock, and earlier if possible. Let 
them do this in love to thousands for whom Jesus 
died.

PORT Y PAYS.

You have perhaps noticed that the Christmas deco­
rations in church are left up till the second day in 
Fehuiary, when wo commemorate the Presentation 
of Christ in the Temple. This is a very old custom. 
But have you ever noticed the number of days, du­
ring which the Christmas Festival is thus in some 
measure prolonged ! It is just forty. Forty days 
from the Nativity, when Christ was made Man 111 the 
substance of our llesh, to the day on which lie was 
presented in the Temple “in the substance of our 
flesh." as the Collect says. Then very shortly after­
wards follow the Forty Days of Lent,, and Mien from 
Easter Day to Ascension Day comes a third period of 
Forty Days , which ended Christ's Life on earth. In 
the first Forty we rejoice for God's blessed gift to us 
of a Saviour ; in the second we morn for His : offerings 
and death, and for our sins which caused them : in 
the third we give thanks for the great glory of His 
Resurrection and Ascension. And thus the Church 
preserves the proportion of faith, giving us an equal 
time to ponder over each ot these great mysteries, 
the Incarnation, the Passion, the Resurrection; an 
equal time to learn the deep truths which are taught 
by the Life manifest in the fle-h, the Suffering Life 
and Death, and the Risen Life of the Son of God.

Till, gi'ea'.i" I Fini -I in tin vt - 1 v U F. M m Dux. Alld
1! ha ■ the longe -t time ol preparation.
The da \ before Ea-lei is Faster Tlx vn. But Good 

'•'rida v is I lie great Fast which make, us see the im­
pel 1 a an ui the Faster Festival. "It is Christ that 
lied, veil rather, that is ri-cii again." Xml the week 

v, hirli commences on Palm Smidax 1 - called the 
■ I Inlx Week." or the " < Meat Week : ' special services 

ii >r e id 1 1 ia x tell of the great dax that, begins the 
tulllIXX lllg XX eek.

Ill diles. there are tort x dix - m Lent. Not count­
ing tlm Sundays, xve hint that six time-, six days
link ml X I ’ tier.

Love euduretli all things. Sacrifices of ease, of 
time, of feeling, and ol property, must all lie endured : 
for it is impossible to exercise Christian charity with­
out making these. He that would do good to others, 
without practising self-denial, does hut dream. II we 
would promote the happiness of our fellow-creatures, 
it must he by parting with something or other that is 
dear to us.

Hi ix xveeks i 1 I,elit, six 
Sunda x s in Lent. Four dax more are needed to 
ma he no t lie fm 1 y d 1 x : \\ e count hack, and find that 
t In ■ " Fi > - t Dax "I 1.1 ut " is XX ed nest la v, or ns wo call 
:t. Ash XX edim 1 lax .

Bui. In tore A ll XX i dnesilnx are oilier notes of pre- 
pa 1 at ion. (ju i nqn 1 gesiiiia. Se \ agoMlna, and Septlia- 
ge-ima me,a n I ha I the days m> called are, in round 
number -, about tittx, sixty, and seventy days before 
Faster. So those seventy days like the threescore 
years and ten of our life, prepare lor and look forward 
in the new Me and the glory ol the Resurrection.

It is easy lo explain the reason of these calcula­
tions. and why we find them in the Book of Common 
Prayer. There are two “ breaks " in the course of 
the Christian year. One of them is at the beginning 
of Advent, and the other at the beginning of Septua- 
gesima. Advent Sunday is always the Sunday near­
est St. Andrew’s Day. t he doth of November, whether 
that Sunday lie before or after St. Andrew's Day. 
Advent Sunday being fixed, the season of Trinity 
ceases when it comes ; and the year goes on, one sea­
son following another till Septuagesima.

But next we have to settle how many Sundays 
there are to he in Epiphany. This we learn from first 
finding Faster Day. Having fixed that day, we count 
hack in the way we have just done, and soon see 
where Fpiphan v ends, and where Septuagesima begins. 
Then all goes on in order till the end of the Trinity 
season is marked by the Sunday nearest St. Andrew's 
Dax. which is the first Sunday in Advent.

I need not tell you more almnt this. And I can only 
allude to the old disputes in the Church as to the 
ri-Hit time of observing Faster. That there were 
iiui'h disputes is a sign of the importance of the Feast, 
am: of the care with which it was kept in ancient 
days.

it is better for m to see how all such thoughts af­
fect ourselves. There is no doubt that what the 
whole Church does is meant to teach all the mem­
bers of the Church something of their duty. And, if 
so, yon can see at once the great duty of getting ready 
for Faster and for Easter duties in good time. More 
than this, you cannot help seeing the usefulness of 
looking far ahead, and eagerly expecting Easter as 
those wdio wait for the morning. Yes, the Easter 
morn is your object of desire : your Easter Commu­
nion early in the morning should he seen “ afar off".

I say nothing to you about the preparation needful. 
You have learned something of it. Or, if you have not, 
you should lose no time in learning wlmt is the wise 
mil safe way of preparation iu your case. I spend 
no tiny: in telling vou what to do. I only say to yon 
in the land's words to Judas, ‘What thou iloest, do 
quickly." Evil deeds me done fast, and you have 
lone them in the past, perhaps, without hesitation, 
not being outrun in your way to death by those whose 
feet run to evil. A’»// "run that ye may obtain " 
refreshment ; that God may give you the Broad of Life, 
which will give you strength ; and that the miracle 
of the loaves and the wine may cause you to run and 
not he weary, to walk and not faint.
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