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—— e
INCIPIFENT MARIOLATRY early closing shops. and the like.  But Saturday after-
- noon and Saturday nicht <hoppine co on. and are

Sir,—In Mr. Wood's letter he objects to the line in|l

Hymns Ancient and Modern. ** Shull we not love thee,
Mother dear,” on the ground thit it tends to Marolatry. | -
Such an idea from the use of a poetic apostrophe 1
would be too mdiculous to entert:un (o1 @ moment.
were it not for the fact that Mariolatry has been, and
is practised 1 the Romuan Communion.  This alone
gives the slightest colour of pretence for any possible

i

to bed until two o'clock on Sanday vioriiae. And [w
why 2 For whosze benetit
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wolonged until midnicht.  Many <shopmen 1o not vo

he answer which truth would make o, For the
enctit and convenience of no one whatover.,  Thore
s not the <lichtest adviartage ot to the puechasec |

To the storckeeper there i- the disodvantace ofba cor [not wait G the dast orem
sumption of time. and  of artifiein! Heht, and othwhere we shall <tod.
<trength, which is perfectly necdless, Theve 10 not

o who .o conveaiencee ? {the book.<”

THE 0D M ENT BOOR,

“AND the books were opened. .. . and the dead
ere judeed ong of the thines that were written in
“The words that I speak.,” said Jesus,
thev shadl judee B at that dayv.” The Bible, then,

the dear neelected Bibdes that lies nnopened in so

oy hoes, s God's jndaeent book, and we need
to know assuredly

T crnnino b wbo appeias betore the bar condem-

objection to the line referred to.  Bnt a~ the - Bible . f e e . . . . ! .
) the <lightest donbt of this.  There i no cainin buy [ red s vot awaitine teind: that is past, and has resul-

15 the religion of Protestants,” what shiadl we say to
the inspirest writer of the (48th P<alm? Whatever

mayv have been the age in which he lived, that write s . .
% o ' WL} o, 1Y thon Jropkecper be well examined, the <t el

had on the ecast of him wmiultitude~ who worshipped
the sun as God, and on the west of him whole nation-
who worshipped as Divinities heasts aud cveeping

hings.  And vet that inspired writer presumes - : :
thing A UG Fiter presumes toly comparatively little done untid just

invoke the sun and moon. the ~tavs ol Light, the
heaven of heavens, fire and bail, <pow and vapours,
stormy wind. mountzins and all hills, fruitfol teees
and all cedars, beasts and all catile, oo i things and
Hymy fowls!  Can Mr. Wood point out the ditference
in ln‘illciplt‘ between this daring apostropire ot the
Psalmist and the line to which he objecia? v thet
it he had hived at the time ol the Annunction b
would have accused the Angel Gabriel also of Muiola-
try! The teaching of the Chureh where Mro Wool
heard the line he objects to must have been sadis
colourless, or he would ~carcely have illen o the
ervor contained in his letter.
Y ours,
K. Jouxsox,

discovery will bemade thot mnltitudes alwieve i i

mg things ot ten or eleven o'eloek, which conld s .Y

tsoreadily have been prvelised ot fve o'cloek, Aed|!

|

chavers will diive oty ~hopping until nearl - eroh
g . |
cloven. it fonnd that althoueh no noore castonrers!
eorre in the aoareeotes they debas their Shoppime (o
the Tatost possible e,

these thets power tov coodd in then heae < only they
will ose ite et cveryv one whoeads thy "-’vtmmi\.n"
to adopt the followme vecnlation and ot 4 L cvend
fend he po~=e~ - 1o do the vanac, Whiorever he!
Bive, whattever bis ealtiine and whethiee Churehmeny
or Noncovtorrnist - aandd dot ol tlor e hd el 1
yisioms gt Clcistians L let CVery one do this
Let hive nurke 0 0 ande that he wall complete all
marketine ol boving on Satmedays by five o'cloek.

it possible. And this s castly passible wth ot

Family Reading. |

GOD'S FLOWERS UPON Gob's ALTAR. :

Tas of Thine own we give Thee! wracions Goa !

Flowers of the sprimg-tine, offermos from the <o,
Tinted by Thine own hand with rainhow dve.
Or with the gold and blue of <unset <kies,

Of all earth’s boundless gift<. to Thee we hring
Nought that is holier as an offerine.

Oh! glorious symbols of the Kaster morn.

Out of decay and death and darkness born,
Springing to light and life from out the tomb

Of nature's desolation, saduess. glooin :

Ye come, sweet Howers, with fragrance pure and rare
To blend your incense with the breath of prayer.

Christ hath arisen ** with healing 1n His wings.”
Ye have arisen. oh, bright and beautions things.
To tell us of that resurrcction morn,

When we immortal, from the ¢rave new-born.
With bodies glorified, to life shall rise,

And meet the Saviour in the bending skies.

PREPARATION Ol SNUNDAY,

A GOOD RESOLUTION TO MAKE AND KEEP. ADDRESSED
TO ALL CHRISTIAN PEOPLE.

It is not difficult to see that many great Christian
verities are imperilled just now ; and, in truth, it is
hard to say what part of Christianity is not in penl.
Let none take refuge by saying that Christ will never
leave or forsake His Church. He never will.  But
He has allowed portions of that Church to fall into
great feebleness, and to decay. Where are the
Churches of Asia Minor, to whose * Angels’ Jesus sent
an admonitory letter 7  Where the Churches founded
by St. Paul in Asia and Kurope ? It 1s no safety from
peril that England was once religious. o

Amongst other dangers, the Lord's Day 1s 1n very
arveat peril of being forgotten.  'The Bishop of Liver-
pool’s tract on this subject might be perused, with
very great benefit by many Christian people, for 1t
shows how important a benefit and privilege the
Lord's Day is. and demonmstiates the Divine insti-
tution of it until the end of time. Thereis a practical
view which Christians might easily talie upon this
subject, which, if carried into effect. wonld do more
to secure a due, i... a calm, restful, and holy obser-
vance of the day, than all legislation together. The
days, indeed. of Tegislation about things religions are
over. This is probably very ureatly to be r_‘“_'rvttl"]-
But without disputing the question. the fact i- beyond
dispute.  The day is nearly cone when (in«l‘j ('hnrgh
will have to stand alone awhile ; and mankind will
take sides either with her or against hei.

Now. there are many well-planned and .suc(:_uwful
efforts constantly meade to promote half-holidays.

it by civno'clock, letit become w iy oo vrerd, relicionsiy
Jopt rales to do o st of porvelivae Lo el o by

FPhis reoulation cneht to he Rept byl pondkes ol

people. Where thi i~ impracticable. Tet at Lo dose
by ~ix oclock. Tfabsolutely ttopos<ible to s ceanpiinh
deputy aiter seven ocloek on oSy cvenone

ol veen o B every Chivictieen swho core ton
. ‘

Loriver .
fthe Vord s day i
Brearitly o ey ot th e = reron

fovis St ey po e et w il
onlv dotermnnee .
tion. it will work neaevels

Aad how vient wond Dleswed wonld the resnit e
Thousand-. wonld soon e enable to becin Snndae
the wiyv i which Chiristrons dove to beein it canldyy
and not by o ten oceloek breakiast,  Storekeerers
would soon clo-e carvily when they fonnd bhuyers

Now ot s evident thet heavty Clone s hove anfotteredy tadd ond Lees

ed o provines hinn ety He now trembhingly hears
- ~entenee. o God's <ioht that is the unbeliever's
e even ow, The words of Jdesus come to us
oo plainly to he mosnederstood. = He that believeth

off purchacing what they need nnul the Tate-t Fooc e condemmed sdveady, not beeanse he is a0 sin-
ble Bour. i <hop clo e at ~even o'eloch thore vl nerovor Jesus hins put away <in 0 He las own self

hoetore wonve,sroare one <is. that we anieht live  bat condemned
Let it heep open an honr bter and the fomcer vy hecanse e Linihe vot beheved,  He hath wade

‘-1_['!;1\1 i beean-e he hoth not hehieved the record

O 1 aeain the honr he prolonced notl tensm coenlthat God cave coneernire his Son

The teeds the probcor s past, and the deeision
i il ign ol “before God.” Who can

S S T

iyx\wn !
l“u\'vru.‘l\\\ vwisdor oo idible Love? A pardon

4 paadon negleeted, scorned,

)

vareete v vl theve be to pleadd

I AR I A WA Y Y OV O

P crentest Feast s the veor s Faster Doy, And
soat b the longe st thae ol preparation,

Uhe doy Bofore Faster s Baster Foyven, But Good
rerdayoas the creat Fasu whieh makes us see tho im-
portance of the Faster Festival, 1t is Chitst that
vedover rathor, that s r-enagaan, And the week
which commences on Palim Sunday 10 cadled  the
“Toly Weell ! or the = Great Weel o special serviceos
for coch day tell of the oreat day that beains the
tollovime week.

Beadesc theve e torty ooy - Lent. Not count-
me the Sandayss we ind that <ix tunes Sixo days
make thirtv-rs s o there e dn weeks i Lent, six
Soncdkvs i bente Four day more e needed to
ma b un the forty danc o we count baek, nnd tind that
the = Fot Dy ol Lent s Wednesday, or as we eall
oA h Waedneday .

Bt betore Avh Wednesday are other notes of pre-
pavation.  Quingieneesina. Sexagestni, and Septua-
cosima mean that the days so called ave, in round
number ahont fitty <ixty, and seventy days before

came eqrly :and this would secie o poper Lord's
Dav or Christian day of vest, = as well tor the body
as the soul.” which elearly Sunday tointende 1 to be,
God's dav wounld conse in o grest deeree to Le abused
asat now ix. for they who eannot hegin the day well
are not likely to conelude as thevoucht. The solemn,
earnest, affectionate appeal is therefore hereby made
to all Chrnstians, that they will henceforth deter
mine to make purchases, and Lo cause pareels and
goods to be sent to their homes, on Saturday - norer
later than seven o'clock. and earlier if posscible.  Let
them do this in love to thousands for whom Jewns

died.

FORTY DAYS.

You have perhaps noticed that the Christmas deco-
rations in chnrceh are left up till the sccond day n
Feburary, when we commemorate the Presentation
of Christ in the Temple.  This s a very old enstom.
Put have vou cver noticed the nnmber of davs, du-
ring which the Christmas Festival is thus in some
measure prolonged? It is just forty. Forty days
from the Nativitv, when Christ was made Man i the
substance of our tlesh, to the day on which He was
presented in the Temple *“in the substance of our
flesh,” as the Collect says. Then very shortlv after
wards follow the Forty Days of Lent. and then from
Easter Day to Ascension Day comes a third peiiod of
Forty Days , which ended Christ's Life on earth.  In
the first Forty we rejoice for God's blessed gift to us
of a Saviour ; in the sccond we morn for Hisufferings
and death. and for our sins which cansed then: in
the third we give thanks for the great glory of His
Resurrection and Ascension.  And thus the Church
preserves the proportion of faith, GIVING 18 un (\(;}l:ll
time to ponder over cach of these ureat mysteries,
the Incarnation, the Passion, the Resurrection: an
equal time to learn the deep truths which are tanght
by the Life manifest o the fle-h, the Suffering Life
and Death. and the Risen Life of the Son of God.

Love endureth all things.  Sacrifices of case,  of
time. of fecling, and ol property, must all he endired
for it is impossible to exercise Christian charity with-
ont making these.  He that wonld do good to others,
without practising self-denal, does but drean. If we
would promote the happiness of our fellow-ereatures,
it must be by parting with something or other that is

dear to us.

Foaster,  So those seventy days hke the threescore
verrcand ten ol owe Lite, prepare tor and loek forward
fo the new hicand the dlory of the Resurrection.

[t 1s ensy to explain the reason of these caleula-
tions, and why we find them in the Book of Common
Prayer. There are two **breaks™ in the course of
the Christian year.  One of them is at the beginning
of Advent, and the other at the beginning of Septua-
gesima.  Advent Sunday is always the Sunday near-
est St Andrew’s Day, the 30th of November. whether
that Sunday be before or after St. Andrew’s Day.
Advent Sunday being fixed, the season of Trinity
ceases when it comes; and the year goes on, one sea-
son following another till Septuagesima.

Jut next we have to settle how many Sundays
there are to be in Kpiphany. This we learn from first
finding FKaster Day. Having fixed that day, we count
back in the way we have just done, and soon see
where Kpiphany ends, and where Septuagesima begins.
Then all groes oninorder till the end of the Trinity
sea-on is marked by the Sunday nearest St. Andrew’s
Dav. which is the first Sunday in Advent.

! need not tell you more about this. And I can only

alinde to the old disputes in the Church as to the
rivht time of obzerving Kaster. That there were
~teh disputes is a sign of the importance of the Feast,
anc of the eare with which it was kept in ancient
divvia,
It is better for us to sce how all such thoughts af-
fect ourselves.  There is no doubt that what the
whole Church does is meant to teach all the mem-
hers of the Church something of their duty. And, if
50, you can see at once the great duty of gétting ready
for Easter and for Easter duties in good time. More
than this, you cannot help secing the unsefulness of
looking far ahead, and eagerly expecting Easter as
those who wait for the morning.  Yes, the Easter
morn ix vour object of desive: your laster Commu-
nion carly in the morning should be seen **afar off .

I say nothing to you ahout the preparation needful.
You have learned something of it. Or, if you have not,
you should lose no time in learning what is the wise
and safe way of preparation in your case. I spend
no time in telling vou what to do. I only say to you
in the Lord's words to Judas, ** What thou doest, do
quickly.”  Evil deeds mie done fast, and you have
done them in the past, perhaps, withont hesitation,
not being outrnn in voar way to death by those whose
feet run to evil.  Now run that ve may obtain ™
refreshment ; that God may give you the Bread of Lile,
which will give you strength; and that the miracle
of the loaves and the wine may cause you to run and

not he weary, to walk and not faint.

= S




