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Defeat of the Lageashire Public Scheel Sysicm.

Oa Thursday a public meeting was beld in
the To'n-hall.ylh':better the Mayor of the
city in the chair, to consider the My‘
petitioning Parliament in favour of the O
shire Public S8chaols system of sccular education,
to be supported by local rates, and to be ander
the control of local authorities. The mcetm?,
which was a very crowded one, and frequently
presented a scene of tho greatest confusion, last-
od more than five hours.

We give Rev. G. Osborn’s speech— ,

The Rev. G. Osborn, superintendent of the
Fifih (Wesley glhnchuw: Circuit, rose amid.
the applause «x e mecting. He said he stood
before the meeting in a position very painful to
Sismeelt' ~on the pe ground of ill-
health, and still more on the ground that he was
opmpelled to ar in opposition to many -of
ks personal friends (hear) —to genflemen whose
truly Christian character be sincerely respected,
and with whom on other occasions and in other
enterpriges he was only too bappy to be associa-
ted. (

ipplause.) No word should, therefore,
esedpeé his lips reflecting in the stizhtest degree
" em po of the requisitiomsts—(hear)—
aadl .if, during the course of observations he might
sildress, anything should be advanced that wore
that as he ‘ﬁad to beg beforchand that it
uright be considered as unsaid, for he knew of
his own personal knowledge that many of them
as truly s:sircd-the extension of true religion
sad the welfare of tho labouring classes of the
ecountry as he did himseif. (Applause.) But
he stood before the meeting & minister of, he be-
lieved, the largest denomination of nonconform-
iss within this realin, ‘to avow the principle
which the body ta which he belonged had from
the beginning avowed in all its public acts and
MAF documents—namely, that cducation, to
be of any trno and lasting value, must bo first
religious and then sccular.  (Cheers.) To that
principle, as one of the membe.s of the connec-
tion founded by the late John Wesley, he was
publiely and agzain committed ; aad he would be
unjust to himseit, unjust to his brethrea in the
ministry, uniuat to the people whow be served
in the gospel, if bo did not take all proper or—
portunities, like the preseat, of respectfully
and femperately aserung that principle when
he was asked for a deliverance respecting it;
fur he understood the paper seat to bim by the
Lancashirs ublic ScLWI Association, aud the
requisition which called this meeting, as a chal-
Jonge to him, as an inhabitant asd a ratepayer
ot the parish, to say what be bad to say on this
estion iu a public, etraightforward, aad old
Elglish wanner. (MHear) Whea he received
the pamphlet issued by the Lancashire Bchool
Association, afier glancing at it smewhat hasti-
ly he put it by, with a recflectien something like
this—\Where have these gentemvn spout the
lash ten years of their lives | in what comer can
thoy have been Lid 7 (Laughier.) What ean
they have done with their eyes and ears—(huar
—er iy it possible that gentiemen coopectd wi
this zreat commercisl metropolis, who show so
wuch diligence in watchiog the wo\ements of
public men ou public weasuves, bave beva in &
chatiued sleep, and orverlowkod what bas bava
»aseing in reference to public edeoation ¢ (Hear,
car) Un no oiber prineiple could ho avcosut
to himeelf for the isswing of the pampllet and
the fonuation of ail asswcistion. For why ¥ He
umlerstood it to be the courie of wisdan—and
ig practical wisdwn be beleved uo men ex-
couded the wea of Maucieser, taking thea
as a body of wes—tile course ol prac-
ucal wisdom was not to disiurb a thing that was
at rest, unless they had sowething wanidustly,
aud certatuly, aud obviously better to suleutute
i ita place. (Hear) e could pot counouive
that it was an vapedient thiog, much luss 8 re-
quisite thing, to Jisterh that which was cowmpa-
ratively at reat, aud to stlempt o sur up whe
minds of this great copmunity, wot @ say great
country, ou thae question of nauousl edecation,
when it bad pracically snd defnitwly reveived
a sottlevent —(** No, . 20" ) —uuless—~-gentiowsen
woul.l pardon Lim—unless the substituted plak
that was Lrought forward by the geutlemen was
Iikely to command a greater sbare ot public sup-
port, a larger aumount of anc:seﬁc aud @uvw
friendship, than was vouchsafed t0 any ‘m the
lans Ligherto propesed or iu operation. I gen-
{lcmcn ?z:uld cﬁmﬁ with a plau which dmub_fﬁ»
lay existing diferences, which shouwld ¢
the minds of hei Majusty’s subjects in referance
to the question, which should affurd to those who
had watched it for ycars, a reasouable bope ol
ringing it tv an amicable termiuation, uot valy
tiuee Who Were in that roem in oppositioa, but
the great mass of the religicus public in this
eountsy, her Muwsty's wioisters, and pariiawent
would be much obliged to them; for thie ques-
tivon of national edacation bas undoubtedly rais-
ad the decpest solicitude, the most anxious at-
tehtion of all those npon whom it had devolved,
by position, taste, or lm:\i-)us pursuits, to exa-
minoe the subject. (Hear)  How did the ques-
tion stand 7 As he touk it, it stood this: in
1339, 12 Government miule & propositicn ap-
proaching in pait to the proposition which was

e —

now under coasideration ; they endeavoured to
put before the country the plan of s mnodel
school, with the understanding that it was to be
extended and maltiplied, and was to be taken as
a type and sample of what was then thought the
best plan for promoting public education. They
put it forward on the‘avowed principle of recox-
nizing the difference between general and spe-
cific religious education ; the general religious
education they trusted to the schoolmaster, the
i igious education they ‘wished to in-
trust to the minister. The country said, in ef-
fect, we will not have it; and, depend upon it,
if the countsy would not have the modifcation
of the Laneashire.8chool system,—if the coun-
try, in 1839, would not have the distinction be-
tween general and specific religious education,

the couatry, in 1840, would mot have religion

throwa overboard altogether. (Cheers.) The
country in this respect had gone ten years for-
ward and .not ten years Lackward (Hear.)
The ten years that ‘ | elapsed since the first
goyernment proposition was submitted to the
country had been spent by the Christian deno-
minations in most energetic, extensive, he might
say universal, and self-sacrificing efforts to pro-
mate the cause of education. (Applause.) And
he was satisficd, from having watched the sub-
ject closely, as, in consequence of the ition
{w occu )iu,-'d iu the body to which he be'l::l‘;wtl.
he was bound to do, that the conviction of the
country would go more strongly against the se-
paration of education from roligion altogether,
1 1849, than it did in 1839. (lear, bear) In
1839 the government were compelled, the coun
try compelled the government, to give up the
modificd proposition ; and the goverument was
made to feel that it would not do to tainper with
the religious convictions of the people of this
country. In 1843 we bad anctber attempt of
the governmeat—he alluded to the Factory's
FEducation Bill. That was founded, as he un-
derstood it, upon a ditferent principle, not of
a distinction bwtween a general and specific re-
lizious education, but of puigug the religious
ducation of the people chicHy¥ not exclusive-
ly, under the control of the clergy of the Esta-
bitshed Church. The country practically said.
We will not have that systew either ; the coun-
try practically said, We canvot consent to any
cxclusive system of 1cligious education, muin-
tained out of the uational resources, which will
give an wufeir advantage w tihe Established
‘Church ; and the government, the strong gov-
erntent as 1t ‘was called, if he remewbered
right, umiversally, and perhaps by itselt, tha:
suong government was obliged to give way ; and
be remembered that in that very kall, a large
and energeliiq mesiing protested agaiust the pro-
pusiion of governaucat. (lear, Lear.) 1rac-
ucally, a trial bad peen made of the wvnly two
jmincipies on which a natioual systea of educa-
tion eva.d be proposed, 0 28 to Ls satisfactory.
and both these trisls have faled, the govern-
meot then aaid, If you will not have education
without religion, aud it you will not bave 1 va-
der she guidunce of We church, the ouly thing
that rewaius iF¥r cach in bie own way to edu-
cate a8 many as be can, and cows to us for such
asaisiance as your owa diligence and wal way
authorrze you to daiw.* ‘f‘r;ctially they said
this ; tiey could aol way it lorwally ; aud siates-
wen of all pulites, thouph they wight bave an
vbjuction to the coustitution of du: privy coun-
cit, though they might bave au obje:tou to set-
tling the questsion, by what they called a side

su;-ply iustcad of baving a regular discyssion, —
statunnen of al parties adusitied that the gucs-
tUon was pracucally sutded; the guveinmcut
vould do 1o ware. and we priucipic upon which
Yot Whigs and ‘Tovicr bad now pracceded, must
be left to wuik its owo wey 8% woll as the deno-
wina dous which compomd tia nation would al-
lowit w work.  (ddear.) The geudeman, who
i 8 waporate and able addrews, which was a
jatwern of the style in whick be wox leave to
Wik o subject ought to be discuecd, —it was
vot by Lalloo.ng sud shouting, it was not by
bissiug and groaning, Wy clappiug aud stamping,
theyx could settic guestious of this kind,—tbe
genteanan, who in tho calw and tewperate

pech, wish whick be opeucd the wmeeting, set

s all @ pattern they wight do well to imi-
tate, appeared to him 0 cowmmit an cgregious
fallacy ; be duingui-hcd between the nation
and bodies which, taken together, constitu-
ted the uation. He wmid--Tbe church canuot
wducate the poopls, the vuluntaries canuot edu-
cato the people, and, therefore, the nation must
educate the poople.  Granted, it the nation was
sowe Wird party, neitber the church nor thewo-
luutarics; but if the uation” was the aggregate
of the church aud the voluntarics, how dil the
denacton Lelp the mater; how did they ¢ ane
the mearer the soulement of the guestion by
proposiu,: that the vation was o act?  (licar,
uear.)  Was not ber Maj-sty (he Qoocna sub-
a-riber W the Nauoaal >-lool Socaeny —dild not
Lord Jobn Russedd subsctile to tie Prinsh and
Foreign Schoul Sociery: =Wveie ot eal inet mi-
nisters, and the mewbers of the (Lo of Par-
lianent, conpected with the Nl ol Seleol So-

!'I!‘f_\'. or the .\]\'ihv\ “‘I Sl | 1'..:1‘1!. orthe Con-

arecational Board o Ldacation, oz sane cne or

other of the numerous eduogtional  aencies

which the discussiou of thnis quesic: Lad callcd
s

wiud, that i3, by one vole in the cewmmsiwe of

intoaction? (Hear.) To lim it seemed wide
of the.mark to say, that the nation must edu-
cate ; they were the nation in their public and
-private capacity ; and it it was sought to make
the nation do wlat ‘was nccessary, they must en-
dow the nation with the wisdom it did not seem
to posscss. Take Parliament as tlie representa-
tive of the nation, and let them trace this ques
tion through the last ten years, and then way,
whether it was not practically a settled question.
(** Hear,” and * No.”) He affirmed that it was.
* No, no.”) His conviction was, that it was
ttled practically, though not in form, and that
neither they nor he would live to see any for-
wal measure of national education, such as some
_persons appeared to desiderate, which should
cover the country with a net-work of schools,
like the measure M. Guizot proposed soon after
he attained to power, and now pretty well car-
ried eut over the length and breadth of France.
He bad given up the expectation, because he
was satisied their religious differences, as Mr.
Stowell had said, were too sincere—too strong-
ly rooted in their heart of heart«—too little like
a coat, and too much like their life’s blood, toal-
low them, under present circumstances, to com-
bine, and without combination, 1t was impracti-
cable. Force would.not do it; the country
would not be parceiled out as France had beeu;
primary schools and colleges could not be set-up
i Euglaud as in France ; an Tnglishman woald
havedits own way, and his way in this case was,
to his (Mr. Osborn’s) apprehensien, plainly
shown to be the way of e parate denaminational
education—(checrs)—assisted, as far as it deser-
ved to be, out of the public funds. (Cheers.)
The question arosc as to whether the plan pro-
sed by the Lancashire School Association was
I?R,Ey' to superscde the existing system in pub-
lic estimation.  He thought that to be the ques-
tion which practically was to be considered then.
The time was gone by for speculatists, for theo-
rists; the last ten years had been spent in ac-
tion, and be who could not act now might as
weli go bome and go to bed.  (Laughter and
applause.) What was the resolution which they
were called upon to athinn by their vote *—
* That the principle on which the assstance of
the statc is at preseut exiended is manifestly o
ronvous inasmuch as aid is given in an invere
ratio to the necessities of the people” H:
was atraid there was sone misapprehension oa
the part of the drawers of the peution in refer
ence to it Fhey could not have examined the
reports of the National Society, or the Miuutes
of the Commnittee of Counetl on Education, with-
out percewing that thoush the necessities of the
people in any piven distiiet might be snch as
would present their subseribing the sam reguiie
ed in order to obtain th goverument grant, the
beuevolence of thair neighbours was exteaded
o pourer dirtiicta=-(** no, no,”)—and 1bat by
weans of the diocesau— (hear, Lear)—tund: ol
the National Sodicty, and of other associations
baving sinudar objects. aid was atiorded. to poa
districls, 80 a8 to enablde them to 1ecetve the be-
ueliis of the government plan.  (Hear, hear.)
e coud not think, as a mater ot fact, that the
inbabitants of those disiricts did sutler to the ex-
tent spoken of. It was said this ald s con-
veyed aumost entively throughitie medium of the
various religious denominations.”  What worse
was it 1or that?  (Cheering.)  The peonle wot
ity the schouls were built, the sebaols weie tur-
uished, the booss were provided, the masters
were trained, the schools were opien,—wliat was
it the worse for coming through various relivi-
ous deuowmiuatious? (Cheenng.) e should
like to know it, nuder-preseut circumstances, i
could gowe iv any other way. (Hear) Per-
Laps the prowoters theught they had struck ont
avotber way.  (lear, hear)  But it was aiid,
 That any system of public schools ikelv to be
generally acceptable to the people of the coun-
try, and to mecet the complicated difticulty of

aud wanaged by loval authorities.” ™ Why ? The
gentleman who woved the petition, be had ex-
r:clcd would have adduced bis reasons ; he had
wtened for them, but listened in vain. (Hear.)
He did not understand why in the nature of the
cave, education, to be ctliciently conducted, must
be supported by local raies.  Ile could give as
good an cducation in the school of the denomi-
nation with which he was connected for d., 3d.,
or 4d. a week as could be given in any school
supported by local rates — (** No, no.”) lle
knew @ (llear) They said ng, no. (Re-
peated cries of * No, 10.°)  Let them look at
the watter. (lear) The master macde the
school— (hear)—there were not so many insti-
_tn_llioua in which wasters could be trained ; and
it he senut a competent man to what he knew to
be a good training system,—if he Lereafier car-
vied ot that systew.—it bis school was duly far-
nisbediand his ehildren were . Y

. SUlatly I at-
tendmne e, he o«

v awain--he knew it.” There
was }‘l.yl_" aeetam range over which itcould e
it o 1 b s 1

carvedeand ey could ot eo bevond  that,
whorie the ciildics continued in the hool @ anl
they cod Ve wis 10 give o sl Py reli-
: Sy stk was a thing about
whi-hacom :

ot Gl
Porativeny short the g enable
any mnn tatam Aeeiapehont o \ ile did
T P ;
Bot e N lcsd Ceswore esential tothe M-
. "
i”"” ol v M co, i

pratien,

Why any prvate dharig wisht net be indetiite-

the guestion, wust be supported by local ratey, |

i s "‘t ol he did not aee !

ly extended. 80 as to meet the necessities of the
the people, if the people would set abong it
(Hear.) Let those gentlemen, the 'romotery
found their own schools— hear, Lm
them go and get what the) could ujon the tg
proposed l\y the Government. (('heen.) La
them show the country that their schools
worthy of'so much confidence as to entitle Ih:‘
tobe adopted universally ; if they could show
better schools, cheaper schools, and that ﬂ"
give a better education, in all Tespects, (he
was given by those in operation, they g
have some chance of persuading the inhabg
to submit to have the county rate au
some five-pence in the pound, to make theip
system universal.  (Cheering.)  But jt wee
ther toe much for a number of *prculative geg.
tlemen—(** No, no”)--to come to him, who e
already supporting his own sehools, oy
ing his own share of the. taxes, his proportion of
what government gave to other sects—it
rather too much for a number of culativg
gentlemen to come to him and say, “’g:y 5d.ia
the pound in your county rate, in order to can
ry out a new experiment in suhml-tcaching."...
(Cheers.). He said a number of gentlemen—
for he should be glad indeed 10 reduce the
moters of the system to any one definite sects
and it eccmed to bim that very vlrcumu;
sealed their fate—that they coul not 50 classif,
them in the present state of public opm.o.{
would make an cnd of the matier; for go far
from their scheme Leing lilely to receive ‘
er aceeptance than the sv:tem upon "hieE the
country was now  proveeding, he asked whe
would be likely to patronize it, whe would be
likely to take it up?  (Hear) Tt might be ey
sy to et up a public meeting, and to find oseer
sional supporters of projects of this kind, bat leg
them lonL at therelizious bodies inio which the
realm was divided.  (Hear)  Would the Esty
blished Church take iwup ¥ (* No, no™ Le
the Natwnal Society answer.  (Hear, hear.)—
tHle was no member of the Estabiished Ch
although he claimed to regard Ler with a friepd
ly feeling, and 10 have comething like a ffal
tenderncss for her. as be thoueht any man whe
catled limsclra child of Johin “'(-.-I;y ought te
Lave: but, he said, the Estallished Church had
done itseMinfinits honour 'n the last tea years,
Ly the Bberaliey which it Lad displayed, by the
sacrifices which the dergy had wade—(“No,
no,” and l-hrvrinj_!)—»l'y the dilizent O\tIhigh
ol the general sy<tem ot of the National Socie
ty, not merely in Lendon, but in the parishes
ot the country, by the matkdd proj smong
the tueal and manulectning and mining die
tricts—(** Nowno”)— achicved at a large amount
of preuniary contribution, and a wasting labour
on tue pait of the clerey o and by this, in the
last tem years the Foaiti-lied Chureh had dove
it infinite Lhoncur--(cleering —and  had
areatly shenzsthanod what clams it posseseed
! betere to the ciuitude of the conntry. Would
the Methodists ask 1ty (A cry of ** Question®
from the side) Tais was the question; by'pld
the rentlotan vho eried * Question™ he did o
huow wint the question was. (1ear.) Top
ueshion was, shonla this petition e adopted @
his (Mr. Osbory's amendment @ he was speak
1t upon the question and arguing againgt the
petition, and for the amendient— lear —be
was arguing that the systcm proposed in the pe
tition was not hlely 1o be a successtul system;;
that 1t would not be a systom acceptable to the
country, aut it the country did not take it wp
it was ol 1o use— hear,—and again he mid,
Wili the Wesleyans take it up?  (Loud cries
of * No, n0.”; e ansv.ercd—No.  Would the
Congregationa]l Beaid tale it up ? were they
not alrcady plodred to 1eligious cducation ?—
‘Hear, hear. Iad vot the Congregati
l Board within the last few months formed a
on the express uround, Srst, that education musé
be religious, and recondly, that being religion
the state vught not to pay for it, and thi
that if the state ought not to pay for it the cosr
gregationghsts ought and would?  (Hear.)
asked i hat was not e plain English of the
conzregational fund, and whether in the face
the fact of the congregationalicts having et o8
foot and originated such a subecription it wa
likely they would take np a plan which ud

(Cheers ) The supposition was absurd.
vidual congregationalists, like some Y“W‘!‘
{riends he saw arourd him, micht patromse )
but the Coengrcgational Board could never ®
stultify itsclf as to take up thie scheme. (Hear)
Wouid the Roman Catholics 2 (% No.”) They
could not.  The church of Rome, much 88
gloried in separation from it, had set us .5
tern i the diligence and constancy with &
she im-nl«:nmliwr uwn peculiar religious tes
s on the yvouth committed to ber care. (u("‘f'i
| e cand it was a vain lmlvo that the Romao “'r
tholica wanld tuke it up. Weaenld the -’t"f' f==
P (Heary They toy were a pattern to us, 10 the
idilicence with which they taught their youtte
( Who would take up the scheme exeept the Lat-
teashire Sclinol Association 7 (Loud lau, bter
cand chieertr o) He was really soiry to
jrlnuli of L8 in a sitoation f0 unenviable—
(hegroaa ] wichier)— and with that renatk
[ Passcd on tothe e Gwenvnion which Le wish-
cltoeitr o e strention of the mecting. 16
boid ¢he Lancas!ie Scbeol Losociation reffosd

there should be no religion taught in the schesl?-
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able for this schome s audld 1?‘011'
§ad in the pc'i(inm what he fl:nl t
in their p'm\pmz'f, a 1ecoernion
the Seripture extracts. Iu: vathe
the abscace ofit. V.. VIL [~ B
ehemen threw overbon e oy
Why dicl they not have 1|n their
tey had in the il
ghould ot Lo v l'v:
of fuir di- sl t e T

utting a qu:--rti,nn whieh -h.m.hl
dive too deep il If‘,v A.Jw;!“"x «
rcnluﬂi:iw pietng W o lr-"in). 1)
the question to ?Ii.‘:‘.\v'h: l.‘.‘ f(')t!:l
pllet, a recoxmition of a principig
to be frarpht with nischicl wine
no way to he an accessory of, ane
dered the gentlemen who ot
did not remctabgr, or remeinber
gvely little parpose, had been
spon betore,— (v ice befure.—an
fulure. ‘Thdy had the Seripti
the case of the Dritish and kove
aoty, whicheave e to eonsider
had'thf‘_\' proved nnif(Q-d"!’v A
supporters of the socicts, had it
in practice, that the masters may
and the s er could tach anyt
proper with the © doasts - (‘h(‘l
thein ; and hari it not been loun
whole Biide «ould b ot for te
HWessed God tor it 1 was Bardie
the scoce of ¢o womy, toteach I
(.\P;)Ltu:o.) Then they had tl~‘
pational corand Coners in Tred
been a succs il esperiment
men 2o complotely ramon i
Lat ten yevist dle aekedy
alraid to co e withoasy st i
efextiacts ? o bad they learn
.Kpl‘l'it‘nl‘\'. dlal were now o
axtracts alio . Lo Les shianed
which of the, Dornative - the o
Od: hiR areeient wis not comy
—Lond & W ateiman, Jpr 11
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A Gl ever the
Two or it
shildren were
grra river. Phove was aboat
en the shove, and the children
were juimnpsas faand out ol
Yoslippedont o the wases, b
boy with it towanls the foamie
It was the S:Lboth, awd the
Just comin s out, whei the ala
achild was i overthe talls
ther of the b v reaschied
e first, aua sy ber darling o
ato the rap’ TV road swing
bave saved L, ot the ouly
eould not sv i, oot b Ve oth
bevoud the s ol il The
apin the by o oand «rotehed L
hismot!ery caliin s Manaa,
[ want to cour 1y YoU, am
or fravtie wmecthier raa serean
ing ll()ll:_' the _\fm‘(‘, be-cochir
s her child But nothing e
msa hopeless ca-on A thi

weeks since, g

sing o the

" Wrough the erged, as the boat

®as upset, and the Liide tetlow
st his boddy was pieked up t

low the fulls.

After Licaring an account o
which carae fiom ons who witi
mmy e eve, anatlop <oer
and terpiting .I‘.lel vt dhon
bf&m a deeper and wore inte
did this sceneat Nioar,

I see hundreds of immorta
‘fJ\_'n the raprisof e, towan]
apice over whivh they will
nity. “(w-(lh-sini'nilxl':«»;\:-l.in;

urried on, til} suddeuly they
_mek,'dis‘xp war, and are sern
B atime when they it Le
were to put forth all their i
®tand by seem not 1o see the o
ot the warning voice. O, 1)
maccountable is this apatv.
¥as to be scen as plaingy as wa)
drifting towards the té}'\m' t, 3

made, what shriw:, 1iq
warnings to them, what cries t
ance.

If, my Young fricnd, vou ha
:\‘em:t to the Saviour, if von ag
hristian, even thou b wll mas
P?&lant around v, von are
inly drifring on, an-d wiil <o
Tapids.  Bat remerater, that
Yond the reach of <af 1. 1
&7m stretelied out, unen whic
and be drawn from thos way,
firmly Placed on the « 17,k
vl the; o alone vou wiil Lo
may dah and foam around v
never distarh that - firm fou
Wl resty Lis Lans there
Mk in tinie. fi« the dy e U]
Selre you, and you know ng




