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A Word to Mothers.
BY MRS, M. A. DENNISON.

If & mountain of books has been written
woman's duties and responsibilities,—
it matters not to us; there is yet room to
wrile a mouantain more ; if everything has
been said that can be touched upon, it will
do no harm to say it all over again : good
stories bear repetition ; good advice does
not lose by being ofien inculcated ; and be-
cause what we write and say cannot be
all original, we need not lay down the pen
in despair and murmur, “I can do nothing.”
A woman who has a family of children,
and who is anxious to do her best’by them,
to train them up so that they may become
valuable additions to the world, is willing
to read something every day touching the
rnal relation ; she will pause in the
midst of lier busiest moments to hear or
se a simple paragraph that may lead
::‘mind to take new or better views of
her respoasibilities ; she will caich eager-
ly at any new method that may seem bet-
ter adapted 1o the purpose she bhas in
view,

We have heard the exclamation made
more than once “oh! it is so difficult to
know just how to do.”” The mother sat
with her blue-eyed babe upon her kuce,
while clinging 1o her arms was another,
slmost a babe, with the rich locks of sun-
ny browa falling over its fair cheeks, yet
restless, weary and fretful. Near by, a
young and beautiful creature, a little fairy
of some seven years, was already perched
up at the mirror, pulling at her long curls,
snd_ practicing little graces that told how
ulﬁ"ly had begun to assert its supremacy
in her young heart. A noisy boy, had just
come in with a ready excuse for delaying
his return beyond the appointed time, and
another, still younger, through a great ex-
cess of animal spirits, was constantly tres-
passing on some often reiterated injunction,
and as often sorry, yet repeatedly sinning.
Well might the mother exclaim, ‘it is so
difficult 10 know just how to do.”

The influence of woman has never been
over estimated ; it is impossible that it
should be ; it has been compared to many
priceless things, yet there 1s nothing but
would lose by comparison. In saying this
much we do not eulogize our sex ; it is but
the oft-repeated declaration of the wise and
good of all ages ; for it cannot be denied
that the world has owed many of its great-
est men, its patriots, its rulers, its philoso-
phers and Chrisiian sages, to the mothers
of enlightened lands. John Adams once
and often said, ‘‘ to my mother | owe all |
am ;" could a higher tribute be paid by a
better mau to the memory of a beloved
parent 1 .

Thus in her trust and holiest state the
province of woman is home ; her privile-
ges far outweigh her cares and trials, aud
if she safely guides the young immortals
within her household, to the age of matu-
rity, she is, indeed, blessed among women ;
she is like one that addeth diamonds to fine

old, each being enriched and beautified
gy the richness aud costliness of the other
< But it is sad to think that through the
remissness of one single duly, all inay be
lost;*she may indeed send seeming per-
fection in form and mind from her side, to
cope with the sirong beseuments ol this
harsh worid.  Her children, lovely and
loving, may make homes in many hearts,
until the ever poired shaft of sin shall
pierce that part of the soul, unshielded by
_ a mother’s voice or warning, and the poor
~fallen victim, still tender n beauty aud
youth, feels thai henceforih there is no rest-
ing-place for her but iu the grave, where,
sometimes, oblivion covers shame.

We write uow especially of woman as
mother aud daughter ; woman, the fuires:
part of God's creation, but alas ! the foul-
est stain upon society, when crime has
laid bis blackening hand upon her, aud
what would be virtne has cast her forth
from every geutle influence, as the unclean
of old were banished without the walled
sities. »

It is not so much that contagion is fear-
ed ; unlike the leprosy, the sight of such
a desolate soul dues mot iufeet the moral

sense ; a wreiched, ruined woman can
seldom gain the ear of an innocent vne ;—
she is rather a warning—a living reproach
—an awful monument of degraded passions
that, if it-have any effect, will lead the vir-
tuous to shun so dreadful an example of
impurity,

In reading the case of Margaret Garret-
ty, the young woman who was receutly
tried in New York State on charge of mur-
der, and acquitted, we were led 10 inguire
what can be the real causes why so many
females in city and country aunually go
astray {rom the paths of rectitude 1 and we
cannot bat conclude that it is by a sad ue-
glect on the part of parents, who, from
motives of false delicacv—a delicacy that
seems to us unnatural to the pure in hfe,
withhold advice, whose importance is only
second to, and indeed, should be inculcai-
ed with the religion of Jesus Christ. A
mother should not be contented with an
outward display of goodness : she should
not be satistied if her daughter, unfclding
from day to day some new charm in feature
or manner, is obedient, sweet tempered,
and as far as she can conceve, without
probing the heart, innocent in thought and
intention ; she should not congratulate her-
self that she is innocent and artless and
unsophisticated, for ignorant of the wiles
of the wicked, it is easy 1o become entan-
gled in their subile snares.

T'oo oiten, through utter ignorance, the
cherished idol of the parental hearth falls
from her high estate. T'he example of a
good mother may be coustantly befure her ;
of friends and relatives, none are immor-
tal ; home is a place of sanctity ; she is
guarded as sacredly as were the vestal fires
upon less holy altars ; yet one thing is ne-
glected ; one crune and its incentives are
never b .oached ; one particular class of
allurements is unever allowed 1o delile, as
some parents fear it may, ‘the ear of a
delicate girl.

This is neglect more terrible than des-

ertion ; and the voice of a wild despair,
never hushed, cries up from the hillock of
many a melancholy grave where naught
but faded grass and faded wild Aowers
bend above the wreck of innocence and
loveliness ; where the tears that the sileut
morning, and the sad eveuing shed upon
the trembling leaves, are the only tears that
the sun has ever kissed from those desolate
resting-places.
Does not the light fall to-day upon thouv-
sauds ot such spots? and has uot the ocean
bleached many a form that ouce revelled
high in-hope and glowed with beauty in
the lighted halls of pleasure T [las not the
foul murderer’s kuife quenched the beam-
ing of eyes, that all unholy as were their
glances, have once looked up mnocent
and pure, into a mother’s sonling face, as
an angel might look ?  ‘I'hen, be careful, |
mothers ; 1the brightest the tenderest, the !
most cherished have fallen, through the ne-
glect upon the part of pareuts, of one -
perauve duty.

Some chuldren conceal all their thoughts
and- feehings : these should be drawn out
into unreserved confidence and frankuess ;
others pour all that 1s told them into a pa-
rent’s ear ; there s less danger 1hat the
latter will become corrupted. Fiction is
not the only channel through which delete-
rious kunowledge 1s communicated ; the
companions that inay be thrown in the way
ol every school girl, are, many of them, tov
be dreaded more than hosts of novels.—
‘T'rue, not every child is 10 be suspecied ;
for, as one liutle cloud in the evening sky
covers many stars, one girl of superior end
dowments and corrupred mind may sully
the morals of a muftiniude.—Such a one
will distort what is innocent into hideous
vice—she will pour into the too willing ear
of youth that which none but a mother
shon!d commumcate, and iy such guise
that the child would sheink from confidence
in the parent, even if it is sohicited. ‘I'ne
pareut thinks there is tune enough to warn
her daughter of the daugers that may beset
her, while all the noxious weeds are gather-
g strength and nutriment from her heart.
Should a miserable creature cruss her path,
she is taught to shrink from her presence,
to loathe her sight, but she is not told,
gently yet decidedly, how she became the
thing she is. Her dreadful abode, where

L . ]
loathsome corruptions may be gasping and |
dying, is not painted to the shuddering i sirated the cloreness and constangy of

child, nor is she told how the outcast was

ouce a truthful, happy girl like herself, lur- |

ed by flatery, by neglecting to confide in
her dearest friends, to the brink of the de-
stroyer which is worse than death.

Then is it not woman's all-engrossing

duty to watch her daughter with a steady |

eye ? o make not menials, nor yet play-
things, but companions of them T to treat
themn as rational beings, as futnre wives
and mothers ? 1o shield them carefully from
ignorant domestics ! to ask them from day
10 day what ‘they have heard ? by whom
been instructed ? to tell them how they
may become goud and virtnous, or misera-
ble and polluted 7 to paint vividly the
snares to which they will be exposed, and

teach them how to distinguish between the |

pure and umpure.

Fortified by such advice, the danghter
may move in the mudst of deceivers un-
scathed by their influence ; the hbertine,
awed, not encouraged by her smile, wili
stand upon the other side, nor dare pour
bis base-born aspirations upon a heart so
barred and bolted against his blandish-
ments. Her very gestures, her tones will
all partake of the sweet serenity of her
soul ; there wili stand forth a woman such
as Gud meant woman to be, and she will
throw the charm of goodness upon ali win-
in reach of her example.

Such should be the women of our coun- !

try, and God grant that the mothers who
read this article may be wnduced to direct
the minds of their offspring, that they shall
not in after days become a curse and a re-
proach to the parents that bore them, but
rather blessiuygs and ornaments to them aund
o % »
to the world.— Buston Olive Branch.

Dr. John Leyden

It is long since Dr. Leyden dield, and the
record of Ins hife may be considered old
13 nut 8o, for the example of his eaergy and
the greatiess ol lus gemus are 0o precious

to bumanuty to be allowed to wane 1to the |

shades of torgetfulness. Besides, Ins eceen-
tricities and enthusiasm 1nvest his persoaal
history with an wters=st that 1s always new
He was born one of the peorest of' Scot-
land’s pour peasantry, and his early hife was
passed 1 superlatve indigence, yet the vi-
gour of s Tame, and the majesty ol his in-
weilect, hifted lim triomphantly  above the
depressions of his conditton, and eventually
placed linm amongst the chiefs inthe repub-
lic of letters.
school, where he obtained the tadunents of
his ediction with naked feet and he took s
pusition on the lorms of the University of Kd-
wburgh i the coarsest of homespun. "Iy
poor boy,who supported himse!f by teachiny,
and who faithtuily prosecuted s studies as
a studeut to theology, contrived in the
course ol s probation to aciynre the as-
tery vver eleven languages. It was Bizhop
Heber that first stumbled on him, 1w an old
book-store 1 Edinvurgh, and led him (rom
s modest obscurity.  An wtroduciion to

Sir Walter Scott was s adunssion into the |

mghest hiterary circles of the Scotush Me-
tropolis,

‘I'he eccentricities of Leyden wera very
marked, and sumetnmes most disagrecabie,
but s noble idependence, his spotless vir-
tues, his kindness of disposition, and s
remarkable geuius rendered him a favour-
ite with all who knew bun,  When about
thirty years of age, and alter he had receiv-
ed s hicense as a preacher of the Gogpel,
he formed the deterunpation of proceeding
10 ludia for the purpose of studying 1ts lan-
gnages and duilecrs, and ol presenuny a re-
script of it [uerature to the West.  No ar-
guments could shake this resolution, and at
last s reluctant friends apphied 1o the Go-
vernment for an Indian apporutment for hun.
Lord Metville had noue at his disposal but
thal of assistant surgeon, and of course, 1t
was supposed, that Leyden could not avail
himself of this.  But what are circumsian-
ces before aun ardent genus? It was six
wonths before the appolutment should be
made, and six mouths to Leyden were
worth 81X years to an ordinary man,

You do not'mean o stand an examina-
tion, snd ac friend to him one mizhe at a

party, when the tune drew near. 1 do,

m dim garrets some puor wreich awmid

fauh, was Leydeu's reply ; aud waking a
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skeleton hand from his pnc;c:tA Hho dp:..

study. Examived before a board of wyp
geons, he tnumphantly obtained a diploma
and with his appoiniment as surgenn’
mate, set out to explore the unknewy workd
of Indian literature, in 1the wake of Sie
William Jones.  The fervour of Leydey,
genmus drank up the springs of hig |,
Unable o refrain irom study, he bent ayes
his books for ten hours a day, while the |y
dian fever was preying on his life, He
died, after giving promise of far out-rivaling
Sir Walhiam Jones 1 the extent aud AMouwy
of s Ovciental learning and knvmle.lg,.
The story of the trinmphs of his energy,
talent,sgeniue, and will, over the most de.
pressing  circnmstinces, should be told jy
every lonely home 1y an mspiration aod ey.
{ ampie to the young. — Worcester Spy.
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Perscverance.

Let not the failure of your first efforts
deter you. Alexander Bethane's fiest effung
for print was a contribution to the ** Ame.
thyst ;” but the lady at whose request he
wrote it, acvised him not to send . |lg
wrote an article for ¢ Blackwood,” and
was dechined,

A host of others have 1ried,
! and they have fuiled ; but where there has
‘ been a firm aud settled purpose to succeed,
[they hive tnied, and tried and tried again,
‘ and in the end they have been successfyl,

Let uot the wnfavourable opinmon of
others deter you.  Xenocrates was a dise.
| ple of Plato, and a feliow student with Arja.
[totle.  Plato used 10 call Xenocrates * 4
[ dull ass that nceeded the spur,” and Aristo-
tile ¢ a mettiesome horse that needed the
curh.”  Whean, afier the death of Plato, the
Chair of Instruction 1 the Academy wae
vacant, the choice of a successor lay be-
tween Aristotle and Xenocrates ; the hou-
our was conlerred upon Xenocrates,

“ If it should plesse God,” said a father
onze, ** 1o take away one of my children, [
hope it will be my son Isaac.”  as he look-
ed upon him as the most vupromising. T'hat
‘child became the truly eminent Dr. Isase
Barrow. Such was the character of Sheri-
dan, in his earliest days, that his mother re-
arded him as **the duallest and most hope
fess of her sons ™ Tu spite of the unfavour.
able opimton which others had formed of
these men, they rose, and so may you. Be
as resolute, be as diligent, be as patent, be

]:n persevering as they were, and success

will as certainly put uts seal upan your ef

Leyden attended the parish { haeid &g Upoil 16¢ i,

} A Picture in the Room.

| Mr. Hazlett has said, somewhere, of the
{portrait. of a beaunful female with a noble
!cmum-u:mce, that 1t seems as if an unhand.
some achon wouid be impossible in 1 pre-
sence — Most men of aony refinemént of
soul must have felt the force and truth of
this xentinent.  And therefore we have olt-
en thought that che preture o the beloved
mother or a devoied wite, huog up 1 the
rooin where we spend our leisure hours,
must constantly ¢xert a mi;"hly influence
upon the fechugs and tacughns. Cowper's
preture of his mother was a living presence,
whowe spe lklng countenance and beam'nu(
eye, appealed, as no hiving waortal could, o
his 1most soul aud stirred 1 profoundest
depths.

| DBut what is it that gives this power to the
inanimate resemblance of loved and depart-
ed ones 7 "Their virtues, their moral graces
and excellencies, as remembered by the afe
fectionate survivor,  In these dwell the
charm, the power to stay the pasgious of the
! soul, and lure the heart 1o night aud woble
sentiments, '

It may seem an add thought, but we ean-
not help suzgesting it 1o every female read-
er—: to every sister, wile, and mother, that
1ILis a worthy ambition for each of them to
labour to be both now and when dead, that
¢ picture in the house,” before which vice
shall "stand abased, confonnded, and in
whose presence every virtuous and manly
heart shall glow. with every honourable and
lofty sentiment. 8o hive, that even jous
mute picture, when the original is in the
grave, shail eloguentiy and irresistably nrg:
the love of gocduess and truth upon ¢

beholder.
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