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The Boys of La Bassee.
You’ll see from the La Bassee Road, 

on any summer day,
The children herding nanny goats, the 

women making hay.
You’ll see the soldiers, khaki clad, in 

column and platoon,
Come swinging up La Bassee Road from 

billets in Bethune.
There’s hay to save and corn to cut, 

but harder work by far 
Awaits the soldier boys who reap the 

harvest fields of war.
You’ll see them swinging up the road 

where women work at hay,
The straight, long road, La Bassee 

Road, on any summer day.
The night breeze sweeps La Bassee 

Road, the night dews wet the hay, 
The boys are coming back again, a 

straggling crowd are they.
The column’s lines are broken up and 

gaps in the platoon,
They’ll not need many billets now for 

soldiers in Bethune,
For many boys, good lusty boys, who 

marched so very fine 
Have now got little homes of clay beside 

the firing line.
Good luck to them, God-speed to them, 

the boys who march away,
A-singing up La Bassee Road each 

sunny summer day.
—Patrick MacGii.L, in the

Westminster Gazette.

When the Heroes 
Return.

(Lest we Forget.)
Mother England has been forgetful 

before ; Mother England has been 
forgetful. I wonder if she will be 
forgetful at the end of this war, when 
the heroes come back. I am thinking, 
I admit, of certain heroes in whom I 
take a particular interest.

Before the war they were in London 
and threw up, some of them, their 
positions unasked.

Their places now are filled. Will 
they be kept open for them against 
their return ? Belgium and France 
know their worth if England yet 
does not. Let Belgium and let France 
speak.

Let them speak. I cannot—the 
subject moves me too strongly. But 
let England answer, and let her answer 
soon. What will she do when these 
heroes come back to her ? What will 
the hostelries of England do when Hans 
and Fritz and Carl-return ?—Punch.

THE—~

Greater Power
By GUY THORNE.

Author of “ When It Was Dark,” &c.

NOW READY.
A STORY OF THE

Present Campaign
TOGETHER WITH

EXCITING AND INTERESTING EVENTS
OCCURRING IN

The Palace of the Pope
AND THE

CATHEDRAL OF ST. PETER IN ROME
IN WHICH

British and Italian Officers 
ARE INTIMATELY CONCERNED.

A Novel of Great Interest and Excitement.
Cr, 8vo, 192 Pages, limp covers.

AUTHOR’S NOTE.

/ shall be very pleased to supply three copies of my new novel 
THE GREATER POWER, together with 500 B.D.V. Silk 
Picture Cigarettes to any Service Hospital making application to my 
publishers, Messrs. Gale & Pol den, Ltd., 2, Amen Corner, EC.

GUY THORNE.

of all Booksellers Published by
GALE 6? POLDEN, Ltd., 

and Bookstalls. 2, Amen Corner, E.C.

Printed Ly Trade Union Labour for the Proprietors by John H evwooij Ltd., Manchester and London.


