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EFFECTS OF TRANSFERRING
DIVORCE CASES TO THE
¢1VIiL COURTS

In all that the Protestant Episcopal |
Blshop of Sacramento has g0 ably, 80 ’
gorzefally, and &0 tearlesely written |
on the Divorcs evil in the United
States nothing ie truer or more
worthy of sexious consideration than
the simple statement of the
trath contsined in thie paragraph :

obvious

| of

ago in which he tavored publicity in
order that righteous public opinion
should scathingly condemn the
guilty parties still drage ite unclean
length along.

A recent scene connected there-
with is thus desoribed in the New
York Times :

““ A larger crowd than usual gath-
ered in front of the Poughkeepsie
Trust Company Building before the
hearing wag begun this morning.
Main Street, between Washington
and Market, was crowded with men,
women and even children, and the
crowd beoame 8o dense that some of
the bank Vc!h:lalu complained to
Chief of Bplice McCabs that custo-
mere were prevented from entering,
Sergeant Patrlck McGovern and

| Patrolman J. G. Hendricks cleared &

gpace in front of the trust company.
Women, old and young, climbed on

| grucks and automobiles for a glimpee
ine | of Mrs, Stillman, who has become the

chief local atiraction. Aneven larger
orowd, reintorced by a hundrad or
more school children, waited to see
her leave the building at the end of
the afternoon eeseion.

“Mgg. Stillman’s gypey like costume

| of Wednegday, which was topped by
| & bright colored bandanna ag a head-
| drees

seems to have set a sbyle in
Poughkeepsie. A number of young
girls wore bandannns today, and
when a group of girls from Arlington

| the home of John E. Mack, special

guardian for Guy Stillman, came to
present to Mrs. Stillman a bouquet
flowers

gpeveral of them wore

| bandannae.”

“Hagy divorce the |
best intentioned people is a standing
n to magoify trivial differ-
ences, to sclfishpess |
and discord, an encouragement to
Experi-

even &mMONg
invitatio
an invitation
hasty or impulsive unione.
ence shows that if divorce courts
were abolished, 68 in South Carolina,
or divorce difficnlb in
Canada, New York, Digtrict of Cclum

bia and elsewhere, the majority of
those seeking divorces would find it |
not impcssible to live together ocon-
tentedly, and that many of tbeml
would find the full bappinesg an t
reward of faithtul morried life.”

made a8

The legizlation which was proposed |
tor Ontario, and which is not backed |
by public gentiment, would mnke!
Divorce ons of the ordinary (il’iBBl
which would be tried by the civil |
courts. People would bacome |
tamilinrized with Divorce actions
and Divorce procesdings. To aeek‘
release from merifal difficulties and |
marital reaponaibilities would come
to be looked upon as the right thing
to do, becouse clothed with “legal”
reepectability.

Already ministers of the Gospel
have gone far to prepars the way;
they have insisted not on the eesen-
tial sacredness of Christian marriage;
but they have exalted the “legal”
marriage above every other coneider-
ation. If or when the courts dis- |
golve ‘legal” marriages another
“legal” marringe may be contracted
though Christ has gaid that such
remarrisge is adultery.

When adultery is “legalized” these
ministers must become dumb dogs
who dare not bark.

Referxing to a particularly revolt-
ing case which has had a place on
the front pages of the newspapers
for monthe, a New York Baptisl min-
ister in a sermon to his people gnid :

“Sickening a8 the details are, I am
giad the newspapers are publishing
them. Let those who are guilty cf
these intamiea ba brought to the bar
of an enlightened and righteous
public opinion.”

But “‘enlightened and righteous
public opinion” is a negligible factor
in such oases. Pablic opinion quite
paturally regards them a8 purely
“legal” proceedings, and finds the
galacious details interesting reading.
This is evident by the amount of
gpace and prominence given to these
cased by all the newspapers.

The ideal of Christian marrisge is
completely submerged ; the contrach ‘
which the law makea or breaks sinks |
to the level oi any cther eivil con-
graot in the general estimation.
Hence Bishop Moreland writes :

“ What makes the situation alarming |
is the unconcern with which the |
average citizen views this evil.,” \

The Baptist minister above quoted
as welcoming the publicaticn of the
“ glokening details’’ because it bringe
“ those who are guilty these
infamies to the bar of enlightened
righteous public opinion” is
living in o fool's paradise. It is noi |
righteous public opinion that shames
the unclean divorcees into decency ; '.
put it is the familiar divorce pro- |
ceedinge that debauch public opinion
and public conscience.

The same divorce case that was
the occasion of the Rev, John Roach
Straton's sermon & couple of months

of

and

One does not need to be a pyschol
ogist to appreciate the effect of all
this on the minds and on the emo-
tional nature of the " women, old
aud young,’ on “ ohildran,” on
the bandanna-wearing young girls "
who do themselves the honor of pre-

the

| genting & bouquet of flowers to their

heroine attired in gypsy-like costume.

All must pertorce diecuss the alle
gation made by her husband thet
this womsan bore & son to & half-
breed guide. And the other equally
notorious fact that she has entered
“an affirmative defense,’ which
means that she accuses her husband
of misconduct quite ag bad or worse.

Cne need be nothing more than an
average Canadian with average
ganity and sense of decency to
resolve that no interested clique
ghall make our courts the medium of

\ptoducing gimilar scenes to debass

Capadion ideals of marziage, to
degrade Canadian womanhood, and
to infect with their poieon the minds
even of little children.

DEMOCRACY AND WAR

Major - General Sir  Frederick
Maurice, in an article on Napoleon in
the Lond.n Daily News of May 5th,
comes $o this very interesting snd
very practical conclusion:

“A gtudy of Napoleon's career
leads to the conclusion that supreme
generalghip is only poseible when
with it is associated supreme control
ol the State. . . Unlimited
power is too much for moréal man.
On the other hand, the combination
of the democratic statesman nnd the
goldler in war almost invariably
leade to muddling through, for the
two men do not think in like terms
or even epeak a common language.
The combination may produce
viciory, but at an enormous cosb.

“phis being so, democracy must
find some other meang of sebtling
international differences than war
it it is to endure. Democracy must
accept the plain faot which the
history of the war teaches very
plainly, that it is an inefficient
instrument for the conduct of war.
It at long intervals it produces the
perfect woldier, he becomes its
master and an sutocrat. Thie is one
of the reagons why I believe that
s League of Nations is a neceesity i
the civilization of Europe, as we
know it, ie to ba presexved.”

Elihu Roo?, in his address at the
annual meeting of the American
Society of International Law, touches
another but closely allied phase of
the same guesntion :

“The exit of autocracies leaves the
direction of foreign relations under
the ultimate control of multitudi.
ill informed and ill-trained
demooracies, In place of monarch:
igtic smbitions, the denger of war
is now to be found in popular mis-
understandings and resentments.
How are these democracies to be

noue,

\ rightly informed as to the rights and

wrongs of controversies and the fair.
ness of policies ?”

He balieves that the solution lies
in “declared and acoepted rules of
public right applied by competent
and impartial international tri-
banale.”

It will be noted that
Maurice speaks of «
Nations, not the League whioh e
rejected in Amerioa and discredited
in Burope.

The keen intellect of Cardinal |
Newman discerned this same crucial
difficulty nearly seventy yearsd Bgo
when the conduct of the Crimean
War developed the very problem
of which Sir Frederick Maurice
writee. Of course War bhas grown
to be n coloseal affair in recent
years and the problem has corres-
pondingly increased in megoitude a8
well a8 in urgency.

“I have beéen much shocked,”

General \
League of |

‘ but which may bring about a gudden

writes Newman, ''at the weekly
extraote you have made from the
correspondents of the dally prints,
descriptive of the Britieh army in
the Orimen; and & conviction has
been steandily growing, or rather
has been formed, in my wind, which
the ranning comments of the I‘resu‘
continually sfrengthen, that we |
must go very deep indeed to get ui‘]
the root of the evil, which lies, nob |
in the men in authority, nor in thei‘
gystem of administration simply in |
themselves, butin nothing short o “
ghe British Constitution iteelf.,.."”
“mhe British Constitution 18|
admirably adapted for pence, but not |
for war. . ." .
“1 say that
Government

|
|

this
of
extreme advantage
peace, but not 8o
WAL. s oo

Constitutional
ours shows fto
in state of
in a atate of

a

“ Any one, then, who like mysall |
is thank'ul that he is born \;udec';
the British Constitution
| will look with great jual."
ousy on a slate of things (war) which |
no? only doubles prices and v‘,i\xf:ﬁ“

|
However, let us grant, for prga- |
ment's sake, that it would be well to

constitutional law ; questions involv-
ing the validity of legislation by
Parliament or legislature, Sach a |
reservation would cover most of the
oases of wide public interest, in
which deep and paeeionate feeling is
likely to be aroused ; gsochool ques-
tions, tor instance. The floal inter-
preting of the British North America
Act, which is an Act of the English
Parlinment, may, poseibly, be more
fitly done by the Eoglish “Privy
Councll ; ot least, there is some
argument to be made for that view.

Such a statute as the British North
America Act, conferring a oonstitu-
tion on = country, and dividing the
powers of legislation between Parlia.
ment and the legislaturer, may, I con-
csive, be better interpreted in Eog-
land than here; becausa the inter-
pretation of such a gtatute involves
a conception ot English State polioy;
if it is to be interpreted brondly; and
it is conoeivable, and arguable, that
it iz well to place the flanl power of
interpretation, in euch n case, in the
Privy Council.

But I should like to hear someone
demonstrate the necestity, or the
propriety, of continuing the general
right of appeal to England. When I
refer to & general right of appeal, I
do not wish to be understood to
mean that there is now & right of
appeal in all cnses. There is no
longer an apps3al to Eagland jn erim-
inal cases. That is a very important
limitation. The greatest siake @&

| man can bave in court is hia life ;

and though his life be ot stake, he
cannot appeal to

Such appeals a3y these ara had by
leave of the court; by leava of the

the Privy Council. |

bren no congerted effort to restore
10 practice to ite pristine plece even

\ continue the appeal, in questionsg of | there, and if the movement headed

by the Benedictines can, by reviving
Gregorian mueic, do anything to
turther so laudable a purposs they
will have earned the gratitude of
posterity.

ACCORDING TO a writer in the New
York Times it was unquestionably
the difficulties of modern music that
killed Catholic congrégational sing-
ing. Originally the entire ritua! of
the Church was intoned or cianted
in the form of muelc known as Gre-
gorian, 8o oalled because of the fact
that St. Gregory the Great collected,
edited” and revissd a greal body of
musical compositions wveed by the
primitive Church. Dom Mocquereau,
| m collaborator of Dom Guaeranger, the
lgwu& liturgioal authority, raminded
| a representative of the New York
| Post who had intervieswed him on

| the gubject, taat the Gregorian i8 | harsonal observa
} the simplest and porest form of litur- | the German bordes inflicted o
o, | Oocur
n | prestig

‘ glcal musie, and, being unison musi
| can ba sung by all the people, eve
| by young children, The chant is as
| old, as universa!, and a3 invariable
| as the liturgy itselt, according to the
game authority, and it is the only
| form of music that has been offisial-
ly recognized by the Church.
! Pius X, of holy memory, in pur-
| suance of his memorable puarpose %o
| pestore all thinge in Christ, iseued &
| decres in 1904 in which a return to the
“ mediasval style and the clerical con
:ceptlou of
| manded.
| of

churoch music wae com-
That decree was an event
{ar-reaching imporlance as it
restored the Geegorian chant to the
“highest p'ae of honor in liturgical

| services, That it was pot immedi

'infr;ngenmnu and an irreparable | provinela! court, if the appeal is §o \ ately noted upon, and has not baen
| even yet to any appreciable degree

injury of thkat remarkable polity |
which the world naver eaw before ‘
i ' g ! ;

| or elsewhere, and which it is so
pleasant to live under.

go direct; and leave from the Privy
Council when the appeal i3 from the
Suprems Court of C anada.

There canno! bs an entire aboli-

| ia dae entirely to unfamiliarity on
| ths part of priests and people with
| its intricacies, and the lack of
| competent instructora. Thie state of

In Discussiona and Arguments "
tlon of the right of appeal by forceof | ,, . % A
Newman deals ab great length with Y d i things it ia the mission of Dom
any Canadian leglelatlon; for the | Mocquereau and Dom Eudine, com-

the problem of raconciling the safe-
| guarde of ordered liberty with
autocratis requirements of war ; and
he, like the modern weiters we have l
quoted above, finde them irracon- |
cilable. "

Newman was not a believer in

King in Councll; that ie, the Privy

Oouncil, will always have the right %o | i {
And that is why their mission may | War, pence gave it a tree fleld, where | more difficult.

grant leave to appeal, until and
nplegs the Engligh Parliament
expressly forbidas it.

In the great msjority of cases in
whioh anpeals can still be taken, the

| missioned by their Order, to remedy

| ba $ermed ons of the highest im-
| portance.

In Tae Middle Ages people were
| not always silent beholdars of the

democracy 88 Wwe understand and a1 {
average, ordinary citizen of Canada | jipgrgical drams. On the contrary,

extol it. Bul thera it is today ; and | | gt at ' 1s b a
- : 3 0 . yot interested becauss it ie beyon ; .
| thers is no doubt that it encrmously | is not interested beo " . we are sssured by a compefent

|

his reach. Greal rallways, greal

authority, no lese than Dom Guer-

THE POPE AND FRANCE
“SOLDIER PRIESTS KILL ANTI.
CLERICALISM,—DIPLOMATIO
RELATIONS RESUMED
By Walter Littlefield in N. Y, Time
The re-establishment of diplomatic
relations between France end the
Vatican byinge the Pope one sbep
nearer » seat in the Council of
Natione. Chsrles C. A. Jonnarl, &
wealthy and devout Oatholle, the
owner of half a dozen beautiful cha-
teaux, a man of the world, a states
man and » diplomat, has been
aocredited to the Holy See as Ambae-
gador Extraordinary, Mgr. Bona-
ventura Cerretti, Archbishop of
Corinth and Secretary of the Congre-
gation of Extraordicary Ecclesias:
tical Affairs, has been sent to repre-
gent his Holiness Pope Benedict XV,
“near '’ Preeident Millerand at Paris.

M. Jonnart is not only very
wealthy himself, but he has a rich
wite, the daughter of M, Aynard, tho

\im\mnuul Deputy from the Dapart

ment of the Rhone. He was flrsb
Deputy and then Senator from the
Pag de Oalnis—thue he knowe from |
tion and lose what |
n the
regions, Having given
@, both social and financial, to
| halt a dozen Ministrier, and having

ied

| been suggested for President of the |

| Republie, in the Summer of 1917 |
| he was eelected by the Entente to |
gettle the Greek business, This he |
did so effectually that King Constan-
‘1 tine with hlg tamily was soon on his
| way to Switzerland.
‘ The diplomatic correctness of the
| attilude of the Vatican during the
| War wae not fully appreciated by the |
| Allied and Aesociated Nations at the |
| end ot the conflict. Time and reason
| have tavgat them differently. Then |
| they couid not understand how, 88 |
| the Spiritusl Head of a Great
| Mother Church, the Pope could not
intervene except in a epiritual way
without st rring up grave political
questions whic1 were beyond hig
jariadiction. And so the worst was |
| believed.

t the close of the War Catholic |
bodiee all over ths world, whoee |
voloe coald not bs heard during the
conflict, began to intarpret what had

\ been the status of the Vatican. With |

| thia interpretation came ita rehabili-

| tation in all but intransigeant minds,
And even th:ge tended to recognize

| the fact that, although the moral |

| forcs cf the Vatican uad been pre

| vented by conflicting political forces

| from exerticg iteelf fully during the

| 1ts moral influences were, as always,
. available for those who des!red them,
| Among the Allies, France and Italy |
! most necded thia influence—not only
| againtt Bolshevism, but aleo in orde:
| to contend against the Catholic blo: |
|in Central Europs. Individually,
| Feance needed it for the Catholie

| elements in recovered Aleace ard |

intensifies the problem of which he | e | Loreaine, for her 2
ior ; 1 “ataat o 1€, sr political program |
wae 80 acutely nonscious. corporations, munioipal o: commsr: | yngey himsslf, “their pard was |in th

Neither in Eagland nor in France,
nor in the United States, nor, for
that maiter, in Canada have the
powers that be entirely relinquished
the autooralic powere necessarily
conferred on them during the Wer,
and though democratic forme will be
preserved it ie doubifal if our gener-
ation will see the old safeguards ol.
personal liberty restored. ‘

All who think seriously must agree ‘
with Sir Frederick Maurice and Elihu |
Root that the nations of the w« eld |

must eincerely cooperate to devisat

gome means besides war of settling |
international disputes if clvilimtion"\
is to endure. |

An honest League of Nations may '

be the only salvation.

|
|
\,

gl
appeals to the Pti\")"

THE PRIVY COUNCIL AND
CANADIAN APPBALS

By THR OBSERVER

Premier Tagchereau of Quebeo, in
his speech on receiving his honorary
degree from Toronto University,
referced to the question of continuin
Canadian
Council.

There is, of course, no monopoly of
arguments on this question. Premier
Taschereau, who is of a family long
distinguiched on the Bench and
at the Bar, in Caunnda, remarks
upon the interesting fact that the
| present movement to abolish the
inpgunl to the Privy Council, is in |

Ontario, and not in Quebec. That is
| true. Ib was Mr. Raney, Attorney-
‘OCUC:‘D-\ of Ontario, who introduced
a bill in the Ontario House last year
tor this purpose; and it was he who
startled on ulira-loyal sudience in
the bsll.-room of the Chateaun Laurier
at Ottawa last summer, when, in the
presence of the Duke of Davonshire
and of Lord Cave, he told the Cana-
dian Bar Association that the appeal
ought to ba abolished.

Premier Taschereau fakes the
poeition that questions are likely to
arise in Canada on which gaocial and
religious affect publio
opinicn and may even be reflasted in
the judgments of our courts. That,
of course, ia true. Bui in such B
cnae, would Canadions nll be satisfled
when they had heard final judgment
from the lips of Careon and Smith ;
both of whom are now members of

paseions

the final court of appeal for all the
Emjire?

oial, can appeal; but the averags
man cannod.

NOTES AND COMMENTS

THE ADVENT to Canada of Dom
Auguste Eudine of the French Bene-
dictines, on a mieslon in the interests
of Gregorian chant, “the parest and
gweetest of divine praises,” is an
event of quite exceptional import-
ance. The congregation to which
Dom Eudine belongs, was exiled
trom France by the Combes Govern-
ment, and ie now domiciled at Farn-
borough, England, the residence of
the late Ex Empr-eas Eaganie, widow
of Napsleon III. It is an integral
part of the great Banedictine Order,

but distinct as a province feom the |

English congregation, of which Car-
dinal Gasquet is the head.

As Dom EupiNe explained to repre-
sentatives of the daily papers, the
ultimate object of the reslioration of
the Gregorian chaad i3 to give baok
to Oatholic congeegations the beauti-
tul and tims-honored practice of con-
gregational singing, of which through
force of circumstances they have,
more patticularly in Euoglish-speak-
ing countriee, been d.prived for
geveral centuries. This disuse Dom
Eudine attributed mainly to the
difficult character of modern musio,
but it may alao ba attribated, ab least
among English-speaking peoples, o
the necesaity through the centarice
of persecution of carrying on worahip
by stealth and eliminating eve:'y
feature which might attract the
attention of hoastile civil powere.
Like the Christiana of the Catacombz,
the Catholics who adhered to their
religion at the time of the Reforma-
tion and through the sucseeding cen-
turies, found in secrecy their only
geocurily against extermination.

CONGREGATIONAL SINGING has bsen
practically unknown in the Ualited
States from the beginuing, although
here and there, especially by the
Pauliet Fathers, efforts have been
made to revive it. In English gpeak-
ing Oanada the same conditions
have largely prevailed, but in the
Province of Quebec ocongregations
mey often be heard rendsring the
divine praises in the official languegs
of the Church as well a8 in their
nutive tongue. There has, however,

| originally akin to that of the chorus

in the Greek drama: they responded
| to the prayers of the priest with a
shoutofapproval, ‘Amen ;' withaburet
{of joy, ‘Alleluia.’ The Kyric was
1 their own plea for mercy, the Credo
| their own act of faith.” "“But for
generations the voice of the people
bas been hushed. Now the Church
ie restoring to them their original
musical birthright. Since the Re
naissance public worship has suffered,
a gradual deterioration. Mugic has
been treated as an end rather than
as & means, aid both music and
| prayer have suffered. The litargy,
the complex ol public worship
\Ihmugh words, through gesture,
| through color, through gound, is the
;most powerful means towards con-
| yersion and sanctification. Muegic
must ba primarily prayer, and,
| farthermore, liturgical prayer, vest-
| ing itself with the exact form and
epirit of liturgy.” The late Pope
Pine X. recognized thia when he
declared that these qualities are to be
found in the highest degree in Gre-
gorian chant, which ia congequenily
the propar chan? for the Catholic
Church,

3,000 FRENCH VETERANS MAKE
LIESSE PILGRIMAGE

Parie, June 1.—Three thousand
former combatants of the Diccese of
Soissous made an unusual pilgrim-
age to the sanctuary of Notrse Dame
de Liesse on the Monday after
Pentecosl.

They lett the Bishop's resldence al
Soissons on the evening ol Pentecast,
ad 7 o'clock, headed by Mone. Binet,
Bishop of Soissons, making hie
pilgrimage to Liesse, 48 kilomsaters
away, entirely on foot. The route
tollowed the famous Chemin des
Dames for & considerable dislancs
and on the way the men recited
prayers for the legions of soldiers
who died on that terrible balilefleld

At 11 o'clook they made a flret
balt of one hour. The second halt
was at Loan, whera thoss who were
tired received Holy Communion in
order not to b2 forcad to wail andll
late befores taking food. Immedi
ately upon reaching Llesss, M us.
Binet celebrated a solemn High Mags
at the sanctuary, whers 2,000 mora
veterans were waiting.

Mone. Binet is himsel? a veteran
of the graat War.

One of the most prominent of the
pllgrime was Gen. Maistre, Inspector
General of Artillery, who achieved
the conquest of the famous victory

e Neacr East, where she had
{ been, until the rupture of the Con-
| cordat in 1905, " the Protector of
| Catholics” ; bat, above all, 8he |
s needed il as a reward for her patri. \
otic prisste. Individually, [taly |
needed the inflience of the Vatican |
in order to mold the religious and |
| political eentiment of ber psople
into a single national thought. In
each oase, however, the ianitiative
must come from tbe Goveraments
which had denounced their former
relations with the Vatican and uotl
from the Vatican. |

France, with the realization 0”
what her loss at the diplomatic
rapresentation at the Vatican had |
meant to the Allies in the War, and |
inspired by the gratitude she feld |
toward her priests, could more read. |
ily do this.

Almost on the very day, July 18,
1918, that Foch began his greal
gseries of counter-offensives which
ended the War, M. Denis Cochin was
gend to the Vatican to pave the way
for a resumption of diplomatioc rela-
tions between it and the French
Government, N a-ly two years later,
in May, 1920, the distinguished
French &tatesman and historian
hended o delegation to take part in
the cavonization of Joan of Ar: ab
8t. Pater’'s. In the fallowing October,
M. Noblamaire outlined a formula |
fyr the French Government on the
bagis of which diplomatic relations
might be resumed, including these
itoms :

1. The relations must have a
pormal and permanent character and |
be assured on the one hand by an
Ambassador properly accredited from
France and on the other by a Nuuncio
properly accredited from the Vatican.

9. France reaffirms her dssira to
gontinue her iraditional policy of
protection of the Catholics in the |
Orient.

3. France will expeot the Vatican
to nee ite influence in pacifying all
revolt againgt the treaties whioch are
the outcome of the great War so that |
international frauquillity
made to provail as
possible.

. The resumption of diplomatic |
relations does not imply on the pard |
of France any changs in the existing

be
|
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may
quickly

legislation which governs worship,
schools and religions associations.
However, the Roman Cuaria is to
regtore France to the category of the
most favored nations in regard to |
the choice of Bishope. l

5. A President of the l*'r-lu:'h)

r

may proceed from the Franch Em-
bayssy to vieit the Vatican without
prejadice to the latter.

The Pope, however, had rendered
this last demand unceceesary by
allowing the heads of Catholic States
to visit the King of Italy ¥ the same

of Malmaison in Ogbober, 1917.

way.
A bill, baged on the foregoing

Rapablio after visiting the Qairinal
tormuln, was passed by the Freuch\

| officers 'did not call him’
| I'Abbe.’
| him a8
' conetantly being

| expresses

dynasties and
the Republic
outlived the

Chamber in November and by the
Senate last April, and diplomatic
relations were ot once resumed.

Now, whatever beneflts may be
derived from the reconciliation,
whether of added prestige to the
Vatican on it way to secure u sent
at the Council of Nations, or of those
countries, the friends of France,
where the destructive organization
of internationalism must by over-
come by a constructive international
organization, the credit of the initi-
ative must be given to France—fto
France inspired with gratitude for
her patriotic priests. Nothing but
the great work they did in the War
could have wrought such achange
in the conscience of the nation,
which less than a score of years ago,
believed, or ot least acted as though
it believed, that the Vatican wase in &
conspiracy with the Royalists to
destroy the republic. Then it drove
out the religious associations, confls-
cated Church property, and left the
prieets to ehift for themselvee, refus-
ing the protection of the State and
denying them that of the Vatican.

There were 20,000 priests in the
French army. Ib may be eaid that
this was due to conecription, which
igoored the cloth, bul many were
volunteers, Some, too aged to be in
the ranks, boro etretchers, The more
aged etill took care of the eouls of
the dying. Some who gave, in
gcordance with their ability or gifts,
were highly placed in the Church or
in soolety. Letters ol their com-
rades in arms have revealed this

There is the letter of a poilu to hie
mother in Brittany, who describes a
“M ypeieur 'Abbe'—the poilua called
all priests at the fron! so—in hie
company, who carried a rifle differ
ent from the others, becauee it wae
heavier and had a tubs with a glass
in it near the breech and could only
take one cartridge at a time and was
carefully kept in sheepskin. The
Moneieur

T'hey reepectfully addressed
“ Monseigneur,’ and he was
“invited"” to " lis
tening posts "’ where French soldiers
had bsen killed by German snipers.

Onece the poilu, who wrote these
things to his Breton mother, sur
prised the priest at prayer at &
n isteniog poet,” where three French
watchers had been succeseively slaln.
He waited until the priest had
crossei bimeelt and then asked

“Mongieur I'Abbe has been praying
that his shot might go straight ?

“No, my son,’ replied the priest
as he opened the breech of hie rifle
and blew through it. “ What I do is
I pray for the repose
of tha boche's soul I have just sent
home.

Betore all, the French priest in the
War was & French eoldier. The
deeds he did, the spirit of eelf-sacri-
fice he taught those around him in
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| the terrible Winter trenches, form

one of the moet precious memoriale
of France. Many of them are to be
fouad in “La Guoerra vue d'une
Ambulance,” by that brave and geod
man, Abbe Felix Klein, who at one
time was the Chaplain of the new
Pasteur institution, established by
wealthy Americans, in {he Parc de
Louis Phillippe, close to the Pavie
Bois. Other episodes are told by the
Comtesse de Courson in Les
Présras-Soldats da Feance,” Here ib
is related how a well. known abbe, ag
Sergeant, was in charge of o section
ot infantry at an advanced trench
dugout the night bafore in prepara-
tion for an advance :

Suddenly, above the men who were
lying low, the Sergeant abbe saw the
head of a French soldier Aappear.
“ Are you there, Monsieur 1'Abbe ?
“ Yeg, but loock out. If the boches
gee you, you are done for. "I know,
put in our trench we bave no Cure,
and I want to go to coufeseion. Can
you hear me?” " Of couree,” replied
the abbe, “ but I cannct kneel. I
shouald be seen and shot. Lie flat
bend soar head over the edge of the
trench, and speak low.”

Acd raising himeelf, the priest put
bis ear close to the othor's lips, and
after hearing his confession gave
him absolution. This done, the
goldier crept back into his trench
without attracting the enemy’s fire

The Comiesse de Courscn aleo

‘lells about a little band of priests,

arriving in barracks at Verdan, still
wearing their cassocks, because
their unitorms were not ready :

This matters nothing. They
tucked up their black ekirts and
sleeves and set to work to wash the
floor, aweep the court, and groom the
borees with such A will that from
that time on they were flrmly estab-
lished in the hearts of their com-
rades.

The young Breton priest who
wrote to the Countess, "' I am full of
joy. 1 see 80 many besutifnl sights,’
poetically what many
soldiers felt in prose, and the soldier
priests of France who oame back
aiter their work was done had won
viotories which hava not been
racorded in the history of the War
although a'l went to make the great

| victory poesible,
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ANTI CLERICAL TRIBUTE
THE PAPACY

TO

Aoknowledgment of the present
and prospective moral inflaenceofthe
Papacy has come from & quarter from
which heretcfore only attacks have
emanated. The Vienna Neue Fraie
Pressa whioh for a long time has
been toremost in Kurope a8 an anti-
clerical organ, is the source of this
testimony to the Church's sfrong
positior.

“The moral authority of the
Papacy has grown remarkably,”’ says
thie writer. ‘It has snrvived the
States from Pepin to
in Venice. It hns
Hapsburgs and the




