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THR MBRBDITH JUDGMENT

Comparatively few of our readers
are very much interested in the
Meredith judgment in so far as it is
limited in its application to the local
situation which affects the schools
of the ocity of Oftawa. Very few
mewspapers, however, reproduced
textually Mr. Justice Meredith's
judgment. The summaries which
were published generally stated that
the learned judge said that the
Ontario Legislature might abolish
Separate schools altogether. This
bald statement, though it might be
justified by certain sentences torn
from their context, is entirely mis-
leading.

Agsuming that the intelligent
reader has before him the text! of
the judgment which we published
Iast week, we shall proceed to show
that the fears aroused by such mias-
leading summaries are entirely
groundless.

The clauses in $he Brilish North
Amerioa Act which give, with certain
limitations and reservations, to the
provincial legislaturss the power ex-
elusively to legislate with regard to
education, do not oblige them to
maintain any system of State echools
whatsoever. If the Ontario Legis-
lature wers to decida that it would
mot maintain State schools at all,
then the Separate echools, which are
pard and parcel of the State system,
would disappear with the disappcar-
ance of the system of State schools,
This ie the opinion of the learned
judge. But he immediately adds,
“This is out of ths question.” It is
merely an academic consideration of
a question raised by those who
exaggeraie beyond reason the rights
of parents in education.

While no8 pretending to any com-
petence in matlers which pertain to
the Jechnical interpretation of the
law, this opinion seems to be entirely
in accord with cold common sense.
And when properly understood, the
legal phraseology of the judge's
learned decision covers a whole lo$
of what those who make no pre-
tence of being learned in the law
would oall cold common sense.

When we come to the question of
just what is the status of Separate
schools we shall find that it is based
entirely on the assumption of a sys-
fem of State echoole. No State
schools, no Separate Schools.

Now let ue get back to the
righta of parents with regard
fo educafion. Mr. Belcourt’s con.
tention based on parental rights
goes to the unqualified extreme.
And extremes meet. The extrem-
ist with regard to the rights of the
State meets the extremist with re-
gard to parental rights on grounds
equally untenable.

The State, as well as the parents,
has its rightsand duties in the matter
of education. Just now we are not
eoncerned with defining the limits of
either. But it should never be for-
gotten that the whole question of
the Catholio claims in respect of par-
ental rights, is based on the
sssumption, or perhaps we should
say, the concession that the State
also has certain rights as well as
duties with regard to education.

In so far as it is expressed or
embodied in the Separate Schools
Ach of 1868, the rights of the State
are acknowledged quite as freely as
those of the parents.

Advocates of State rights are re.
strained just now by the considera-
tion of the fact that Germany goes
to the extreme in such claims. And
we unreservelly condemn such
pagan deiflcation of the State.
Whiie we condemn without reserve
the extreme claims of the German
state we fesl a natural reluctance in
asserting precisely these German
olaims in the maftter of education.
On the othexr hand Mr. Beleourt

evidently has never read authorite-
five Catholic statements of the
righte of the State. Catholios con-
osde Siate rights. Bul they do not
concede such rights as in Turkey
and the State of Ultah might be
olaimed by the State in matters per-
taining to education.

With regard 8o the teaching of
French it is quite possible for Orange-
men and Catholics o agree. In the
long run under our system of gov-
ernment it is the opinion of the
people that ratifies or rejects any law
or regulation of the government,
and the natural sense of justice and
equity together with the fact that
English-speaking Catholice are dis-
persed throughout every oconstitu-
ency of Ontario is our best guar-
antee that legislation and regula-
tion will be just and reasonable.

The whole principle cf the Separate
Sohools Act of 1868 assumes and con-
cedes the rights and duties of the
State in the matter of education,
Therefore we are not surprised to
find that there is a clause in that act
which concedes unreservedly ' the
right of the Department of Education
to make regulations which shall
govern both Public and Separate
schools. This is rightly invoked to
justity Regulation xvii. Regulation
xvil, cannot be set aside as being in
contravention of parental righte.

Nevertheless we ocannot concede
that any and every regulation is in
keeping with the spirit of the clause
which concsdes Governmental regu-
lation ol Separate schools. The
letter killeth and the spirit giveth
lite. It could easily happen that an
unfriendly administrator, taking
literally and unfairly the meaning ot
this clause, might kill the whole
spirit by adhering to the latter. The
cure for all such exaggeration lies in
the democratic form of our Govern-
ment, Whether the interests affect
Public or Separate sckools the
Government cXicials are the servants
o} the people. We expect, and we
have a right to expect, that the
spirit rather than the letter shall
govern in the formulation of all
regulations.

Just as soon ae any individual
official gets away from the demoo:a-
tic ideal he is likely to get into a
position which, though it may be
justified by the literal interpretation
of the law, is contrary to its spirit,
and subversive of all real democra.
tic control.

There are, perhaps, other features
of the Meredith judgment that call
for comment; but we shall await the
requesls for explanation which we
know will be forthcoming it explan*
ations are necessary.

A Protestant lawyer made the re-
mark in our hearing that the judg-
ment in question lacked the clear-
ness that usually characterized Jus-
tice Meredith's decisions.

More intimately concernsd than he
could possibly be we feel no hesit-
ation in saying that we find Mr.
Jastice Meredith's decision marked
by unusua! clarity of judgment and
lucidity of expression. And while
we surrender no jot or tittle of the
right ol the people to demand ex-
planation and justification of all
educational regulations we find the
judgment of Mr. Justice Meredith
eminently satistactory.

Quite to the point in so far as it
affects the agitation against the laws
and regulations of the Ontario Gov-
ernmené, ie the learned judge's
distinction between those who make
lawe and regulations and those
whose duly it is simply to interpret
them,

In view of the uneasiness felt by
many with whom we have spoken
we shall be glad to answer any ques-
tions which may be suggested by the
much discuessed Meredith judgment.

ROUMANIA

‘" Jur de pazi legile Roumaniei, d'a
mentine drepturile sale si integrita-
tea territoriului.”

Roumeania is a young country.
Carlos or Charles ite firat king, is
only recently dead : his wife, under
fhe name of Carmen Sylva, is known
fo many of our readers. Those who
have a speaking acquaintance with
Laftin, French or Italian will be able
to read the sentence at the head of
this article which in modern English
runs something like this: " I swear
(Juro) fo respect Roumania's laws,
to uphold her rights, and to preserve
her territorial integrity.”

Racially and linguistically the
Roumanians form a Romanic island
in a Slavonic ocean, Small, wiry,
alert, the Roumanians stand out in
striking contrast with their laxge.
bodied, heavy and phlegmatic Slav
neighbors, including the Bulgarians.

Il we indioate the difference be-
fween Roumanians and their neigh-
bors who surround them on every
side it is not a reflection on the in.
telligence of our readers. For the
1ast Canadian Census groups together
Bulgarians and Roumanians. As
well might Italians be bracketed with
Swedee.

This e the first thing to be learned
about the Roumanians, Daring the
first century atter Christ the Eastern
provinces of the Roman Empire were
frequently ravaged by incursions of
powertul barbarian $ribes. In 101
A, D. Trajan in person led a large
army against the Dacians and con-
quered their country. To protect the
Eastern border of the Empire against
incarsions of the teaming millions of
the Enst the Romans created a large
military seftlement in Dacia on the
lower reaches of the Danube. The
modern Roumanians or Romans are
the descendants of these colonists.

This world-war is teaching u®
geography. Bat a little knowledge
of history, also, is necessary to cor-
rect the cocksure misinformation
that our newspapers are daily hand.
ing out. This is our justification for
giving encyclopedic information
with zegard to Roumania,

Jast now the Balkan situation is
the centre of interest in the world.
war. Apparently the only hope of
the Allies in this war theatre lies in
Roumania. Our papers tell us that
she is, and has been for many months
on the point of joining the Allies
against the Germanic powers. A
little knowledge of Ronmanian his-
tory will enable us to give such war
gossip its proper place.

Since 0 much rubbish is handed
out with regard to Bu'garia, in spite
of the fact tha?! Bulgaria was the
central figure in the war of the
Balkan allies against Turkey eo late
as 1912 and the victim of the treach.
ery of her allies in the war of 1913,
it may not be out of place to recall
something of recent though nol very
remote Roumanian history.

So late as thirty years ago Rou-
mania’s ambition was to become the
Belgium of Eastern Europe depend-
ing for its national existence on
international guarantees. Though
even then some dreamers looked for-
ward fo ocomplete self dependence
and national expansion.

A glance at the map will show the
imporiant strategical position of
Roumapia commanding the lower
reached of the Danube and separat-
ing Rusesia on the one hand and
Austria Hungary on the other from
Bulgaria and Turkey. In the earlier
stages ol the war Roumania's par-
ticipation on the side of the Allies
might have enabled Russia to con-
tinue her victorious offensive or at
least prevented its vurning into the
subsequent swuries of disastrous de-
feats.

From what has been said it will be
ssen that the Roumanians have no
racial affinity with either Russia or
Bulgarie. They are a Romanio
people, akin to the Italians and
French ; but their kinship with these
will probably weigh lightly com-
pared with their national interests
which are remote from those of their
relations amongst the Allies.

Prince Charles (later King Charles)
Roumania's fired ruler, having estab-
lished order and diecipline, and
reorganized the army, cffered his
aid to Raesia in 1877 in
the Russo - Tarkish war. This
was haughtily retused and Charles
was told that his country could
only exist under the shadow
of the Russian armies. A few
months later, when Turkey had
beaten Ruesia to her knees at Plevna
the help 8o contemptuously refased
waseagerlysought. The Russianarmy
was in desperate straits and it is no
exaggeration to eay that it was
saved by the Roumanians from de-
teat, and perhaps from annihilation.
The Czar's parting words to Prince
Charles were : ‘' Les Roumains peu-
vent dans I'avénir compter en toute
ocoasion sur mon sympathique et
puissant appui.” In epite of this
however the Roumanians were ex.
cluded from all participation in the
peace conference of San Stefano,
refused territorial compsnsation, and
the next year were obliged to cede
Bessarabia 8o Ruesia in order to
avold war with her powerful and
ungrateful neighbor; which impelled
Lord Beaconsfield to say to the Rou-
manian minister ‘' En politique
I'ingratitude est souvent le prix des
mellleurs services."”

In March, 1880, Prince Charles
wrofe to Bismarck :

“ Owing to her geographical posi.
tion, Roumania is destined to play an
important pact in the settlement of

the Eastern Question, and as she is
ithe defender of the mouths of the

Danube, the greatest German river,
German and Roumanian interests
tend to become closely united. We
sincerely desire to suppors the inter-
osts of Germany, especially me such
aotion is in harmony with our econ-
omio development. Consequently,
it will be the aim of my Government
osrefully to promote the valuable
relations with the German Empire,
and I hope that my country may
count upon the benevolent support
of Germany in all futare contin
gencies.”

With Austria Hungary, also, rela.
tions became cordial and intimate.

Roumania's foreign policy was
modelled on that ot Engiand. Jast
a8 England bent all her efforts to
maintain “the balance of power” in
Euarope, Roumania's sole desire was
to maintain the balance of power in
the Balkan Peninsula,

The downtall of Tarkey two years
ago marked the beginning of great
ambilions in the Balkan States
which now with some degree of jus-
tice regard themseelves as nations.

With this glimpse of Roumanian
history it will be easy to discount
the press despatoches which tell of
Roumania's imminent entrance into
the War on the side of the Allles.

The present situation and the
future, so far as may be divined at
present, give no ground for any such
hope but ampls reason to fsar that
when Roumania strikes it will be on
the side of the Central powers. This
is the course that her national in-
terests dictate. Had the Allies suc-
ceeded or had they still a chance of
success in the Balkana then Rou-
mania's weight would be thrown into
the scale on their side.

NEUTRALS

Long ago Christ laid down this
principle: no man can serva two
masters. Supposse we had been
amongat the crowd who heard Him
enunciate this priocipla would we
have dared to challenge it? And
yet, how many of us do challengs it
in every day life? Although we have
been warned that we are not of the
world, do we not strive to discover a
via media; do we not exercise our
ingenuity in endeavoring to see how
far we can contform to the spirit of
the world without entirely denying
our Catholic faith? Have we not a
cowardly fear of the world's opinion,
and a shrinking from ite disapproval?

No man oan serve two masters.
Bat ara we not atfempting the im-
possible when we refuss to give our
selves whole heartedly to the servics
of God ? Is no! tha Church's mini.
mum the maximum of our effor'? Do
we not anxiously seek oud what is ol
obligation, and then weigh eud
measure even the obligatory things to
discover how little will be enough ? As
a nafural consequanoce our faith is o
poor, etunted growth, a weakling thad
goes down before the flrst wind of
temptation.

Although it may seem like a para-
dox, nevertheless it is trus that in
order to do the things that ars of
obligation we must do a great deal
more. The time will come to-all of
us when even the obligatory daties
will prove irkeome. It is then that
the generous exerciee of our faith
will prove a safeguard. The private
devotions that we have loved and
practiced will ensure our eafety when
the enemy brings up hie legions for
the attack. In order to carry the
oitadel by naesault he must first cap-
ture the outer defences. He may
succeed in carrying a trench or two,
but by that time we are thoroughly
aroused aud on our guard. But if we
have no outer defences—if we have
never aimed at doing more than the
minimum, then it may happen that
when he comes %o attack us he may
find us off our guard.

Mere attendance at Sunday Mass,
and a Communion two or three
fimes a year, will never build up a
robuet Catholic faith, And yet many
Catholics, and especially many Cath.
olic young msan, never have any am-
bition to do more. They are always
too busy to flud time to come to
Vespers. The various devotions
seldom find them in their places.
The First Friday Communion makes
but little appeal to them, They are
ashamed to be considered pious.
Despite the Saviour's warning, they
are frying fo serve two masters.
They want to get to heaven with the
least possible amount of trouble.
They are courting disaster. They
are attempting the impossible, They
are trying to be neutral in the
eternal warfare between Christ and
the world. COLUMBA,

Let us never voluntarily dwell upon
the faults of othars when they present
themeelves to our minds; instead of
dwelling on them let us at once con-
sider what thexre is of good in these
persons, — St. Teresa.

NOTES AND OOMMBNTB

ARE WB near the end of the world ?
That is a question which has been
profoundly exercising many minds
for the past sixteen months and
which may exercise them still more
profoundly ere this great Waris over.
There are those who read into our-
rent events fulfillment of prophecy
and who ses in $he ‘‘distress of
nations” and in the '‘great tribula.
tion"” which has come so emphatical.
ly upon some of them, those signs or
indications which are to presage the
great dissolution.

Bur LEAVING aeide the question of
propliecy, the interpretation ot which
is not, as many rudderless Christians
seem to think, the indisoriminate
prerogative of every speculative
reader of the Bible, it may not be
uninstructive to hearken to the
warninge of science as to the exceed-
ing fragility of the earth’s crust and
to the constant changes and oata-
clysms which are going on in the vast
universe of which this terrestrial
planet is physically so inconsiderable
a part, They help at least to bring
home to us the soriptural admoni
tion that man's days upon the earth
are as a shadow, and that “in the
twinkling of an eye we shall all be
ochanged.”

IN THIS oconnection the recent
researches of a French astronomer,
Puiseux, may be cited with interest.
He has bsen busying himselt with
solar phenomsena, and with the study
of the constitation of tha great orb
itself, upon which all life in this or
in other plansts incidentally depends.
His fiadings are somawha! startling,
to eay the least, and, as n Paris cor-
respondant rather graphically ex-
presses it, ‘unless the Allies hurry up
in bringing the War fo a close Old
King Sol may solve the problem for
them.” ‘Iacidentally,” he adds, ‘'the
whole world would be blowan to
pieces at the sams time and there
would be nobody left to haggle over
texrms of psace.’” Hanry Ford, with
hia “Pinafors” ship would likewise
pass into the region of nothingness.

WHAT 18 this great phenomenon
which with the reminder of its pos-
sibilities Puiseux seeks to startle an
already distracted world ? He finds
that instead of condensing and
shrinking little by little, as has here-
tofore been supposed, the Sun is con-
stantly dilating more and more, and
reaching the point of bursting. It
iz, he proceeds to tell us, no use to
burk this information as mere non-
sense, for big suns, every whit as im-
portant in theix own constellations as
ours, have terminated their exlstence
in that way. There was one such
oatastroply, he affirms, in the con-
sfellation of Perseus as late as 1901,
and since then two others a! least
have occurred in other celestial
groupe, the last in March, 1912,

OBSERVATION HAS long since shown,
M. Paiseux reminds us, that our Sun
is also undergoing constant changes
and is in a most uncertain condition
in this era. Sun spote, fire blasts,
and snch-like phenomena, are by no
means the most of which he is cap-
able. The manner in which the Sun
throws off atomic energy and trans-
forms the heavy into light elements,
hydrogen, helium, nebulium, archon-
ium, and what not, spalls nothing
good for this world, and a mere
nothing might precipitate a disaster
at any time. In short, this French
savant declares, it is boand to come
sometime or other, but science can
give no idea as to the " when.” On
the other hand—let ue extract what
comfort we can from the thought—
the same old Sun is just as liable to
continue uninterrupted his present
benefloen? course for millions and
millions of years. Man's manifest
duty in the premises surely is, as
some modern poet has expressed
it, to "“work as though we
wexe to live for aye,” aund ‘ live as
though we were to die to-day.” And
it is well to remind ourselves that
the universe, vast and illimitable as
it is to human consciousness, rests
like an appls in the hollow of His
band, by Whom all things are, and
without Whom not even & sparrow
oan fall to the grounii. Where ecience
ends, faith has only just bsgun.

THE TRUTH that man is more than
flesh or blood is a reminder that in
regard to his earthly existence there
is a whole range of subjects with
which Science has nothing to do,
such as joy and sorrow, hope and
charity, and the like, and that even
in regard to those subjects which axre
ite legitimate province its limita.
tions are clearly marked. For while

Scienoce presents to us a universe of
mattsr, and that matter in motion,
i8 can never tell us how matter came
into existence or how set in motion.
It {s to revelation we must look for
such knowledge in this direction as
finite intelligence can comprehend.
For Faith tells us that matter was
oreated and set in motlon and
launched upon its portentous history
by a Self-Existing and Eternal
Being.

Ta1s 18 THE Christian solution of
what an unbeliever has termed the
“riddle of existence,” and to the
properly trained scientific mind it is,
a8 ngainst the materialistio, the
easier to believe. It was one of the
foremost students of science, the late
Lord Kelvin, who said that science
positively affirmed creation, Or, to
make use of the words of an eminent
Catholic scientiet, Sir Bertram
Windle, to affirm the opposite theory
—"gclence, itselt, poetry, philosophy,
which emerge from the brain of
man, not to speak of all the minor
thinge of the universe, must have
sprung by blind chance from =a
nebula which was eternal and, so we
must argue, sentient.’.

FUurRTHER, S18 Bertram Windle
goes on, by blind chance must have
arisen those orderly series of
oocurrences which men call laws of
nature. It seems diffioult to imagine
how laws could exist without a law-
giver, and this has been admitted
even by persons of an extremely
materialistic bent of mind. Or to
take the homelier illustration of
Mother Carey in “The Water Babies.”
To the fairy who made a butterfly
she said that anyone who worked
hard enough could make & thing, but
that no one but herself could make
things make themselves.

ON THE BATTLE LINE

The Balkans continue fio be the
chief centre of interest but the news
from there gives little or no reason
for optimism.

The general retirement of the
Allies trom Serbian Macedonia contin-
ues. Late despatches indicate that
the British troops in the Lake
Doiran region are now holding lines
located on Greek soil. The ceantrs
and the left wing, consist-
ing of French troops, are alio
evacuating their positions near
Gradec and are now concentral-
ing near the Greek frontier. The
French midnight report states that
“when it had been clearly damon-
strated that there was no further
possibility of affecting the desired
junction with the right of the Serb-
ian armies the Commandant de-
cided to ev te the adv d posi-
tions held by our troops on the
Cerna and in the direction of
Krivolak. Our successive move-
ments of withdrawal were carried
out methodically and witbout great
difficulty in spite of repsated Bulgar
attacke. After violent engagements
fought during the days of the Sth
and 9th, in which the Bulgars were
repulsed and suffered heavy losses,
we occupied a new front in approx
imate alignment with the course of
the Bojimia and in junotion with the
British froops.” The only stream
shown cn the maps which corre-
sponds to the indicated location of
the Bojimia is one flowing west from
Lake Doiran to the Vardar just
north of the Greek boundary.

Will the Germans and Bulgars be
content to expel the Allies from
Serbia, or will they follow the Franco-
British army over the Greek frontier
and lay siege to Saloniki? If they
do continue to attack the Allies on
Grecian territory will the Greeks
warn them off ? Will King Constan-
tine at the same time insist upon the
evacuation of Saloniki by the-Allies
so that the Germans and Bulgars will
have no cauee to croes the Greek
frontier ? These questions must all
be settled within the next few days.
The diplomats cof the Entente are
believed to have put the problem
plainly before King Conetantine and
his advisers, and to have demanded
a oategorical answer at the earliest
possible It Constantine
insists on the evacuation of Saloniki
the Allies will undoubtedly refase to
give up their base there, and Greece
must choose between a remonstrance
accompanied by passive resistance,
and a declaration of war upon the
Allies, followed by aotive efforts in
co-operation with fhe Germans and
Bulgars to drive out the Franco-
British army. Remonstrance and
paseive resistance are more likely
than war by Greece upon the Allies.
In that event a guarantee will no
doubt be given by France and Britain
that any damage done to Saloniki
during the anticipated siege will be
paid for the allied powers.— The
Globe, Dec. 11.

ant

BEYOND THE BALKANS

Constantinople, Dec. 10. — *' The
enemy’s resistance is decreasing sen-
sibly. Our troops repulsed all Brit-
ieh sorties with heavy losses to the
attackers. Six aeroplanes which
were oaptured have been repaired,
and are now being used against the
enemy."”

T. P. OCONNOR

————

DISCUBSES CONBCRIPTION

London, Deoc. 11,—~The reception of
Mr, Wilson's message in England was
excellent, partiounlarly ae 10 shows
that Americans realized the kind of
enemy the Allies are fighting. The
best specimen and epitome I can give
of the Britieh view of the document
ie in sentences from the Westminster
(Jazette, which says, "'We, meaning
Grent Britain, are acting with our
Allies for what we conceive to be the
interests of civilization in both
worlde and though we ask no favors,
and may, perhaps, locok for little for-
bearance, we may appeal to the
American people who realize from
their own experiences what is going
on in Europe. And if they are un-
able to help us by positive aszistance
they are not to hinder ue by assert-
ing neutral rights or commercial in-
terests to prejudice our naval power,

This week closes in a darker fog of
war than for weeks. All kinds of
rumors are prevalent and each con-
tradicts the other, everybody feels
that momentous events are going to
happen immediately but it is im.
possible to forecast their nature.
There are rumors of German prepara
tion for a big offencive on the
western front but it is imposeible to
reconoile them with Germany's neces-
sity to keep a big army on the
Russian fron! and to make a big
effor) to attack the Allies in force at
Saloniki before they become svfl-
clently strong to entrench foxr the
winter.

1§ is equally difficult to discover
whether the Allies mean to continue
their efforta at Saloniki in the face of
tremendous forces that have bsem
released since Serbia’s overthrow.

Interviews with the Greek king
conflrm the view that he does not
mean to give a particle of assistance
to the Allies keyond what his engage-
ments to ths Kaiser permit. This
and the Mesopotamia setback make
the week-eud an anxious one.

Bat the temper of the British
peopls and the Allies ie now so solidly
determined for a long, decisive war
that all passing events have come to
be regarded as the insvitable ups
and downs of war, without influsucs
on the final result.

During a week-end visit to my con-
stitaents in Liverpcol I found this
spirit more pronounced than ir
phlegmatic, eilent Loaodon, espe-
cially among the Irish.

Social events have been organized
to send Christmas comforis to the
famous Liverpool Irigh regiment who
at Festubert added a new chapter to
the story of Irish valour. Liverposol
has al:o joined other British cities
in expressing horror of the Armenian
atrocities.

Emphasis also has been laid there
upon the splendid part the American
philanthropiste have taken in educa-
ticg and otherwise helping this
oppreesed people.

There are two schools of exirem-
ists on the issue of Couecription. On
the one hand there is the body which
looks on Conscription as the beginm-
ning in England of Prussian militar-
ism and all the hideous brood of
evils wkich that infernal syetem has
inflicted on the world. On the other
side, there are the men who followed
Lord Roberts in his passionate cam-
paign for National Sexvice and who
insiet that this War, with England’s
unproparedness, has proved the un-
wisdom of this country in resisting
the late old soldiex's sappeal.
Batween two euch badies there can
be no compromise, and if the issue
come to be fought on the floor of the
House, they will fight each other
very reasolutely.

But between these twc schools
there are a great many men who
look on the issue as cne mainly of
fact. The firat fact on which they
want information is as to the exact
number of men who are required,
and how far the present supply falle
short of that demand. It is =
question on which it is very difficult
to get information—largely because
deflnite information, it is supposed,
might ba usefal to the enemy. No-
body can eay even in round numbers
how many men we have at this
moment in France, but it ie generally
assumed that they are about a
million. Then one has to add to
these the men detached for service
on the other War fronts, in Salonika,
in Gallipoli, in Egypt, in Meso-
potamia. The men still training in
the country are put down as some-
thing like a million and a half. The
men whose tendency is against Con-
gcription maintain ¢hat it is unfair to
atk fhe country to send many more
in addition to the gigantic numbers.
Men, on the other hand, who have a
leaning towards Conscription, speak
of numbers up to hall a million—
some even go as far as a million—to
complete the work of conquering
Germany, The question unfortun-
ately has got into the refracting at-
mosphere of party passion. I do not
mean that the Liberals are all on one
side and the Conservatives all on the
other. The question cuts acroes
ordinary party lines ; for there are a
great many Liberals who are at least
as keen for Conscription as the most
violent Conservative Conscriptionist.
The leader, for instance, of the Con-
soriptionist group in the Ministry is
Mr. Lioyd George; on the other hand,
it ie generally reported that the most
powerful memorandum againet Con-
soription was written by Mr. Balfour. c

But all the same the question has
got into the atmosphere of party
again, and accordingly it ia difficult
to ascertain the facts. There are
one or two facte however which
one oan deflnitely state—namely,
that the Irish Party will oppose Con-
soription to the end. It is a curious

indioation of the eagerness of the




