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The Community of Caldey to the
Bishop of Oxzford
The Abbey, Isle of Caldey, near
Tenby,
February 19, 1912,
To the Right Reverend the Lord
Bishop of Oxford.

My Lord Bishop,—We have as a
Community carefully considered
vour last two letters, and we are
agreed that we cannot conscientious-
ly submit to the demands you make
of us,

In view of your Lordship's request
for the immediate surrender of
Property, Liturgy, and Devotions, to-
gether with your definite refusal to
give any sort of assurance of what
vou might further require of us, did
we accede to your present wishes,
we are sure that our Life as a Con-
templative Community under the
Benedictine Rule would be quite im-
possible.

The preliminaries that seem to
vour Lordship so obvious as to *lie
outside all possibilities of bargaining
and concession,” concern matters
which are vital to our conception of
the Catholic Faith ; and your re-
quirements are so deuswo that we
are forced to act upon what we be-
lieve to be God's Will for us.

With gréat respect,

We are, my Lord Bishop,
Your faithful servants,
(Signed) Dom AELRED CARLYLE,
Abbot.
The Bishop of Oxford to the Abbot.
Cuddesdon, Wheatley, Oxford.
February 22, 1913,

My dear Abbot,—I1 think your
letter of February 19 is very much to
be regretted. I would earnestly plead
that you should take further time to
consider, and should consult such
persons as Dr. Stone, Mr. Trevelyan,
and the Father Superior of Cowley.
I really do not know what advice
they would give you, but 1 feel sure
there ought to be careful consulta-
tion.

Your letter implies a serious mis-
conception. You speak of my " re-
quest for num('dm.u, surrender of
your property.” I made no request
for surrender, only for a reasonable
assurance that the property was held
properly in trust for a Community in
communion with the See of Canter-
bury. And you have taken no notice
of the consideration which I wished
to press upon you that the authority
for some of your devotional practices
is 80 5pec11lcall\ a later Roman
authority as to be inconsistent with
the appeal behind this authority to
the earlier pr(\cvdeut of the Benedic-
tine Rule as giving you the right to
vour independent organization. 1t
seems to me that you are acce spting
and rejecting the same authority at
different points, and that cannot be a
satisfactory basis on which to stand.
Also I cannot understand at all what
you mean by saying that your acced-
mg to my wishes would render your

* life as a Contemplative Community
under the Benedictine Rule impos-
sible.” Would you also let me know
whether there is any minority in
each of the four classes of signator-
ies to your letter who take a different
view from that expressed ?

I have been told that there was a
Trust Deed published in Pax which I
should probably find satisfactory and
adequate. Will you send me the
number of Pax containing this Trust
Deed?

You will imderstand that this letter
is a request to you to withdraw your
final reply and make it the subject
of h(‘ll()ll\ reconsideration.

1 do pray you may be guided right.
Yours truly in Christ,
( Signed )- C. OXON

T'he Abbot to the
The Abbey, Isle
Tenby,

Bishop of Oxford.
of Caldey, near
February 22,1913,

My dear Lord Bishop,— When I
read the last three letters of our
correspondence to the Community,
we all felt that we were face to face
with an extremely grave situation.
It was a grievous disappointment to
every one that you felt it right to
treat the matters that are more im-
portant to us than anything else in
the world in so unconciliatory a
manner. At the same time we felt
that what you asked of us was the
outcome of careful consideration ;
and we are gruto[ul for your clearly
expressed opinion which has been
the means of revealing God's Will to
the Community.

The whole question narrowed it-

self down in our minds to that of |
All the way through the |

Authority.
higtory of the past fifteen years
Authority has been of paramount
importance in the growth of our
Community Life—which we knew to
be impossible without it.

We have appealed to the Authority
of the English Church as represented
by you, acting upon the wish of the
Archbishop of Canterbury. We have
submitted an account of our Doctrine
and Practice honestly for your de-
cision as an official Teacher of the
English Church. We have told you,
without any sort of evasion, exactly
what to us are matters of the first

importance ; and we have done this |

for the purpose of obtaining what
has become necessary to the exist-
ence of our Life and status as a

Visitor whom we could trust to help
us to be faithful to our Rule and
Observance in the Vocation God has
given us.

The ‘lppmntnwnt, of Visitor was
rightly made a sine qua non by the
Archbishop of Canterbury in the reg-
ularizing of our status in the C hurch
of England ; and every other consid-
eration was put on one side till we
had complied with his request. My
Licence as a Priest, which I asked
for in 1911, was refused. The offer

| reckoned
Community in the appointment of a|

| to you.

of Ordination for two of our Monks 1
was forbidden to accept. Our Rules,
Constitution and the Practices of our
Devotional life were asked for with-
out any reference to me as to what 1
might consider to be our special
needs as a Contemplative Commun-
ity. When I begged you to visit
Caldey yourself, to see something of
the actual working of our Life, you
replied that the first stages of the
negociations could be conducted in
writing. 1 gladly placed everything
at your disposal for examination,
and I answered faithfully all the
questions that were asked. When I
came to see you at Wheatley last
March 1 told you just what we did at
Caldey, and you agreed with me
then that the Practices of the De.
votional Life, which had grown up
in the course of years, were to be
gently and considerately dealt with.

And the result of it all has been a
cold formal demand, beginning with
a request for the legal security of
our Property to the Church of Eng-
land, and some preliminary require-
ments that cut away at once the
very centre of our Liturgical and
Devotional Life. You wrote in no
sort [of tentative way, but as if you
knew perfectly well what you were
doing, and you left me no single
point of appeal. Then, when the
Community had delivered itself tied
and bound into vour hands and had
promised to give you what would
practically amount to unconditional
submission, you wrete that there
would be " a number of other mat-
ters that would need careful discrim-
ination ; that your first list could
not be called exclusive, and that you
would have to bear in mind on one
hand the general principle of policy,
and on the other the exceptional
position of our Community.” Our
special spiritual needs do not seem
to have deserved any consideration ;
and upon the chief points you did
not give me any chance of discus-
gsion. You * thought it was not
worth while going on until those
preliminary points were taken for
granted.”

You must pardon me, my
Bishop, if I write strongly.
not been working
soul for so many years at what 1
firmly believe to be my Vocation;
and God has not helped me through
countless difficulties for me to find
it easy when I am asked practically
to deny, what I have always believed
and taught openly, because I felt
that with all the anomalies of the
Church of England, her formularies
were patient of a wide interpretation,
and that, her boasted Comprehen
gsiveness—holding so many divergent
opinions under a common denomin-
ator—could find a real place, if only
a small one, for a body of men who
gave themselves entirely to God in
the Life of Prayer under the Rule of
Saint Benedict.

The needs of the Contemplative
Vocation are quite special. They
are not in the least like those of an
ordinary Anglican parish, and they
fundamentally differ from those of
an Active Community. As a Com-
munity we have always known per-
fectly well what we believed ;
Faith was no new thing, there was
never any secret made of it,
never any wilful disobedience.

In accepting a more definite
Authority than that granted us in
the first place by Archbishop Temple,
we knew of course that some neces-
sity for modification would arise,
and that possibly we should be asked
to give up certain things. To all
reasonable demands we were pre-
pared to submit ; but how could we
be prepared in any sort of way for
the manner in which you have
thought ™ it necessary to treat us?
When I began this Foundation I felt

Lord
I have
heart and

that the peculiar needs of the Con- |

templative Life could only be met
upon the traditional lines of the
present practice of the
Benedictine Order as it exists
throughout the world to-day. Inter-
esting as academical questions may
be to students, men who have practi-
cal work to do (and in our case it
was a real pioneer work) must study
the conditions of life as they are;
and especially is this true where one
is dealing with men so intimately a:
one must in the organization nf a
Religious Community.

It is not the gathering of men to-
gether, the adoption of a Rule or
Habit, or even the formulation of
high ideals, that constitute the chief
difficulty of Community Life. The
difficulty lies, first of all, in the
acceptance of the right men, of the
men who are truly called,
keeping them together in what is at
once the freedom and the bondage of
a Corporate Life. It is this which
constitutes the essential work of a
Religious Foundation.

There is all the differende between
a Club and a Religious Community.
The former has only to deal with
external conduct, and rules are
easily made and changed; but a
Community is a vital organism, and
one is dealing at every point with
souls, and with those forces, spirityal
and psycbological which govern the
Interior Life. Phe living growth
towards God, and the complexities of
life and conduct, are the primary
and essential things that have to be
with. Among these the
Doctrine and Practice are not merely
external observances that can be
lightly changed or given up; they
are literally the lines of spiritual
life in a House like this, and even
your preliminary demands, were
they complied with, would throw
the whole system into confusion.
Please pardon me if I mention
matters that are quite well known
I do so only to give you our
point of view.

It seems to us that the circum-
stances do not admit of argument or

our |
|
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of delay. We are anxious to avoid
anything like rashness or hurry, but
your letters leave us.no hope that de-
lay would be in the least useful. We
cannot bargain about;what are matters
of principle if not of actual Faith,
The points at issue between us are
to us matters of pure conviction. We
cannot say that we will not accept
you as Visitor, but will try to remain
as we are. This would be perfectly
impossible, not only on the grounds
I have stated above, but because we
see clearly what we must do.

Our conclusion is that we are
thrown back upon the “ strictly Papal
Lasis of Authority,” and your dealings
with us show us plainly that our
hopes and aspirations have failed, at
least 80 far as the Church of England
is concerned. On the one hand we
cannot possibly give up what we be-
lieve ; and on the other, we cannot as
honest men continue to hold and to
practise what we have been asked
authoritatively to surrender, and re-
main in a Church while holding
opinions and continuing practices
which have been forbidden by its
official Teachers.

IFrom this we have no reason to
draw any general conclusion for other
people. But it is evidently our own
duty to turn from the Authority to
which we cannot conscientiously sub-
mit, to the Church where the Doc-
trines we believe are taught authori-
tatively as matters of Faith.

In this great crisis through which
as a Community we are passing
there is little or no difference of
opinion ; upon the main question
there is none at all — i. ¢, it is im-
possible to submit to your require-
ments. Apart from this, there is the
question of personal conviction. It
is an individual responsibility. 1
myself have decided that it would be
wrong for me to remain where I am;
and I have ceased to minister at the
altar. Each individual has come to
Lis own conclusion in his own way,
and our decision is no corporate act
except in the sense that what we do

ndividuals we have decided to do
as a Community. 4

Our Community of Nuns at Saint
Bride's, of whom 1 am Visitor, be-
long to our Congregation and keep
the same Rule and Observance,
They have had the facts laid before
them, and in their own Chapter have
decided to take the same step. Thus
it is that both the Communities of
(Caldey and Saint Bride's have deter-
mined to ask admission to the
Roman Church.

Up to this moment I have taken no
sort of action, and there have been
no negotiations whatsoever with any
Roman Catholic. When this letter
to you is finished, and I have written
a note to the Archhishop of Canter
bury, I am going to invite Dom
Bede Camm, O.S.B., who has
not the least idea of what has been
taking place, to come to Caldey to
give us his help and advice. I am
asking Dom Bede Camm as one who
is a convert himself and a Benedic-
tine ; bnt 1 have never seen him.
I feel sure there will be misunder-
standing upon this point, so that I
wish to state emphatically that Dom
Bede will be the tirst Catholic I have
approached on the subject. We
have made no plans of any sort, and
there is no idea of making terms
Roman Authorities. It is

submission
to you

such
not give

for us;

that we could be-

| cause of the conditions you laid down

which were contrary
and conscience. Everything in the
future we leave to the good Provi
dence of God. This only is certain,
that we can no longer remain in the
Church of England.

In your book “Orders and Unity,"
vou devote a special chapter to the
“Peril of Drifting,” and vou ask the
English Churchman to take a clearer
view of his position. You say there
are certain doctrines which cannot
be tested by an appeal to Scripture,
and that such appeal is beyond

to our Faith

question a specific principle of the |

English Church, as reformed.

In Chapter 7, pp. 225-7, you write
that ' those who believe the Doc-
trines of Purgatory and the Invoca-
tion of Saints are allowing them-
selves to drift ; there is no sign of
the question being adequately faced.
The exigencies of spiritual conven-
ience are quite overmastering the
obligation of any clear appeal to
principle.”

In our own case it is to the prin-
ciple of Authority that we appeal
and we shall make our submission
Roman Church because we
have come to believe that there can
be no organized and stable form of
Catholie life outside the Communion
of that See from which our English
forefathers were torn away. Our
present action is a protest against
the * policy of drift.” We cannot go
on as a mere matter of expediency,
and we dare not play with what has
become clear to us. We have faced
the question, and having done so,
we must neglect mere spiritual con-
venience, and dowhatwe are compel-
led to do with a single eye to God's
Glory and the fulfillment of His Will.

I know you feel strongly yourself
about these things, and I am sure
you cannot blame us for doing what
we believe to beright. We do not in
the least desire to influence other
people by our action, but, of course, I
know there will be a good deal of
heart-searching among our friends,
and perhaps some indignant pro-
tests.

It seems to be-often counted a
great crime for a man to follow his
conscience when it calls him into the
fold of the Roman Church.

I wish to act honestly and straight-
forwardly, and I cannot make any
controversial self-defence. 1 feel
that it will be only right, however,
to print some of these letters for

those who wish to know the facts.
They are not private letters, and I
shall print them without any com-
Jnent of my, own, so that people may
draw their own conclusions,

I wish to say that in regard to the
property of our Community, 1 will
ask the solicitor who has had the
whole of our business in his hands
for the last eight years to wait upon
you at your convenience and give you
all the facts, He will tell you ex-
actly how we stand in regard to our
obligations to the outside world. Mr.
Robert Cornwall, of: the firm of
Messrs, Oldman, Cornwall, & Wood
Roberts. 38, Hartcourt Buildings,
Temple, London, E.C., is our solicitor,
and | will instruct him to answer
any gquestions you may choose to ask.

To all the kind friends who have
watched our work with loving inter-
est and prayers, I am most grateful.
No slight part of the pain and the
stress of the change is in passing
away from them to new spiritual
surroundings. 1 wish to assure you
most earnestly that in all business
and money matters I should not think
of taking any unfair advantage. You
shall be fully informed of thg state of
our affairs, and in doubtful matters 1
will gladly adopt any method you
may suggest that is right and just to
those concerned.

In connection with our present
action, people will at once think of
our decision arrived at last year
about the Roman question. [ can
only say that our present circum-
stances are totally different. One of
the guiding principles of our life as a
Community has been to take no step
until it was evidently right. In
every case we have been shown what
to do by the force of outside circum-
stances quite apart from ourselves ;
and in every case when we have
been true to this principle and have
refused to follow impulse or expedi-
ence, we have been guided rightly.
Last vear it was quite clear to us that
we should be wrong to make any
change. There was no suflicient evi-
dence of God's wHl for us, and so we
made our decision, and were
prepared to remain in the Church of
Fngland. For the reasons which 1
have stated at length we now find
that the whole aspect of our life has
changed, and so we are no longer in
doubt as to what we must do.

From the beginning of my corres-
pondence with the Archbishop of
Canterbury. I can see now that the
matter has been out of my hands,
and I had only to follow step by step
to this present conclusion.

I do thank you most gratefully, my
Lord Bishop, for all your kind trouble,
and the desire I know you have had
to help us. We can feel nothing but
grateful for the guidance that has
been given us; and while the up-
rooting must mean much personal
sorrow, [ am sure we can never re-
gret that God has led us into the
wider and fuller life of the Catholic
and Roman Church. We cannot go
back upon our own history, nor can
we deny any of the gifts of grace
that God has given us in the past ;
but we have now come to a time
of quiet waiting, to gather fuller
strength and to learn the further
revelation of His will. Conscious of
this we can face the future, whatever
it may hold for ns, with real hope
and confidence; and I commend my-
self and my dear Brethren to you,
asking that you will not think hardly
of us, but pray that God will give us
grace and strength to be faithful to
what we truly believe to be His
Divine Will.

With my respectful regards,

Believe me, my Lord Bishop,
Your faithful servant in Christ,
( Signed ) Dom AELRED, O. S. B.
Abbot.
The Abbot to the Archbishop
of Canterbury
The Abbey, Isle of Caldey, Nr.

99

, Tenby.
1913,
Archbishop, I am
Grace that the
Bishop Gore

February,

My *Lord
writing to tell your
negotiations between
and our Community about the office
of Visitor have been broken off, and
that as the result of his Lordship's
preliminary requirements, which he
has placed outside * all possibilities
of bargaining and concession,” we
find ourselves, as a Community, ob-
liged to ask admission to the Roman
Catholic Church.

For the sake of our friends, it will
be necessary to have some copies of
this correspondence privately print-
ed. There can be no objection to
this, as none of the letters are pri-
vate, and I do not propose to make
any comment upon them in my own
defence. It is only fair and right
that our friends should be able to
draw their own conclusions by hav-
ing the facts placed before them.

With great respect,
Jelieve me, my Lord Are hlm-hop.
Your faithful servant in Christ,
(Signed) Dom AELRED, O. S B.
Abbot.

S S ———
MORALS OF MOTION PICTURES

It is well to call the attention of
Catholic readers to the immense pat-
ronage given at the present time to
the moving picture shows. 1t is esti-
mated that some 12,000,000 people at
tend them daily in the cities, towns
and villages of this country. They
are sure to do either much
good or much harm. In the
first place it seems imperative
on the part of the civil authorities
to do away with the small, unsafe
and ill-ventilated moving picture
theatres. Then, too, the films ex-
hibited ought to be more severely
censored.

The Editor of America has the fol-
lowing timely paragraph on the sub-
ject :

“It is a pity that a matter of such
vital importance to the morals of a

Many uses
and full di-
rections on
Large Sifter-
Can 00¢

conimunity as is the proper control
of these amusement halls should re
main 8o long unsettled. In European
cities measures seem to be taken to
remedy the evils of the film theatre.
In Berlin, for instance, the police are
to force cinematograph managers to
introduce well-censored shows for
children only, and it will be unlaw-
ful to admit any child under sixteen
to any other moving picture perform
ance, The harm that is done, especi

ally to children, by the exhibition
of films depicting the commission of
crime has been dwelt on before in
these columns. Indeed readers of
the daily papers must have remarked
how often youthful culprits are re-
ported to have received their first
lessons in wrongdoing at the moving
picture show. Yet if properly man
aged and controlled, what a power
for good these places could be made
to exert! Suppose the scenes repre-
sented should consist chiefly of the
high achievements of Christian
heroes, contemporary events  of
world-wide interest, or deeds
history that are ennobling and up
lifting. "That the public would take
kindly to the change seems to be
proved by the interest with which
throngs of beholders recently viewed
here and in other cities, a film show
ing .the Holy Father walking in the
Vatican gardens and another that re
produces scenes from the Eucharistic
Congress at Montreal.”

from

In many of the first-class shows edu
cational subjects on ornithology,
zoology and the like are developed
in the films. Historical subjects, too
come in for a share of attention.
Altogether there is an improvement
along these lines, but much more
vould be done. The force of moral
sentiment in the community ought
to bring the theatrical managers to

l an understanding of, their duty.
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Sovereign Construction Co.

870 Lumsden Building
Toronto

After May 1st, address 1365 C. P. R. Building.

AUTUMOBILES, LIVEMINS, cAMAGE

R. HUESTON & SONS
Livery and Garage. Open Day and Nl‘ht
Star Livery on-Ton Livery
479 to 483 Richmond St. + 380 Wellington St.
Phone 423 Phone “I

BARRISTEHRS AND SOLICITORS

Fi RANK J. FOLEY
BARRIBTER.AT-LAW
The Kent Building, Corner Yonge & Richmond Sts,
TORONTO
FINANCIAL
THE ONTAKRIO LOAN & DEBENTURE CO'Y
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A bite of this and a taste of that, afl day
long, dulls the appetite and weakens the
digestion.

Restore your Lomach to healthy vigos
by taking a Na-Dru-Co Dyspepsia Tablet
after each meal—andcutout the *plecing®.

Na-Dru-Co Dyspepsia Tablets
are the best friends for sufferers from
indigestion and dyspepsia. 50c. a Bex
at your Druggist's. Made by the
National Drug and Chemical Ce. of

Canada, Limited.
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The Springs do most of the Work

The New Century Washer is para-
mount, There is no other washer that
will so lighten household labor. Theoil-
tempered steel springs do the greater
part of the work and the balance of the
effort required,is very easy when com-
pared to the old-fashioned methods.

The New Century featuresare exciusive and
patented. No other machine ean have the
rust-proof ateel spring on the INSIDE of the
tub %0 offact the pressurs of the hoops from
the OUTSIDE and prevent waruing.

Brsthe New Century at your dealer's
or write to ua for full information.
Cummer-Dowswell Ltd.
Hamilton, = Ontarie.
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THIS MONEY-MAKING
BOOK IS FREE

Tells of an Investment Safer and
More Profitable Than Bank
or Railroad Stock.

Endorsed by Leading Bankers
Government Officials and the
Catholic Hierarchy and Laity.

A valuable book of interest to and
for circulation only among Catholics
has just been issued, and will be sent
free and postpaid to any reader of
the CaTHOLIC RECORD who has $20 or
more to invest.

The book tells of a line of business
that has and is paying enormous
dividends, and which is being sup-
ported by Catholics to the extent of
875,000,000 a year. It contains most
complete facts and figures relating to
this particular business and the as-
tonishing dividends paidstockholders.
It shows how Catholics may, for the
first time, now become stockholders
and receive their share of the profits ,
of this great business. The stock of
old established companies in this
line is worth ten to twenty times par
value, and original investors are re-
ceiving 100 per cent. dividends.

This is not a get-rich-quick schemes
but a high-class, legitimate business
enterprise, indorsed by leading banks
and the Catholic ]llt‘l.ld(‘h) and laity.

This is the opportunity of a life-
time to make a safe and profitable
investment, and worth the attention
and investigation of every conserva
tive investor,

If you would like to have a copy of
this book, address Philip Harding,
Dept. 614 1., Box 1301, Philadelphia,
Pa.

Mr. Harding requests that no one
write simply through idle curiosity
and unless you are a member of the
Jatholic Church the book will be of
no interest to you, because only
Catholice will be permitted to hold
gtock in this particular institution.




