MA]

ly. Then there was a sharp note of in-
terrogation :

«+Who sald that? Who dares say
that it was better I should marry the
other one? As if there could ho any
other than the one that 'm ste uuhw'
before God's altar with ! My own
Johu! My own John!"

There was an infinite pathos of ten-
derness in the voice which was heart-
rending to the quiet wateher taken in
conneetion with the bloated counten-
ance and stupidly unme nun' raze of
the once handsome John \\tl

“ A pose-red morning he cr u-ql out
next; ** beautiful as lln- blessing of
God!  And is that Lewis O'Connor
outside the church there smiling at us,

and he just going away to a strange
country 2 He's a good fellow.”

voice
and

All at once, the
to a shriek of terror,

rose again in-

there

was a

sudden, convulsive movement of the
wasted figure.

¢ My God! the morning's gone.  The
clouds are black, black. The hand of
God is upon us. Who says my child-

John, that was his fath
er's own boy, and Mary, that was the
light of my eyes. Oh, my God! my
God ! the sorrow of it will kill us both."

ren are dead?

A long silence of exhaustion fol
lowed, then a pleading wail.

) John, have yon bheen at the
tavern in? Sure it's the cruellest
blow of all to see you going like that!"

Once more the voice was raised, this
time in an intense whisper,

It's the bailiffs come for the last
stick of our furniture. Oh! Heart of
Jesus, be mereiful to u t'll we
do at all ?’

Kach time that the iful ve
upon the silence it picted some 1
scene of heartrending misery, and told
too plainly of the bl ng of
happiness, the rain o | 1
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THE HOLY SE

God in H wnd odn
1 vl ) ¢ th
i :‘ 1 nd I < (

1 ) line il there

@ par 1a 1 vhen God g
His graces more liberally than
and such a time is the Holy Season ol
Lent

Some people, especially such who are
lukewarm in their religious duties, at
the mere mention of Lent feel a cold

chill come them. Mo them Lentisa

over

cold and dreary time, dull because it cuts
off pleasures and amusements, but in
reality dull only to such who fail to
grasp the real meaning of Lent. What

then is Lent 2 Why should we fast?
Lent is a time of penance, and every
one of us, who knows himself, will con-
cede at once, that he has sinned and
never sufliciently atoned for his sins,
hence the nm'v\\ill\' of penance. Our
Mother the Holy Church, commands us
to fast during Lentin order to curb the

concupiscence of the flesh, to overcome

our sensuality and to atone for our|
over-indulgence in eatingand drinking.
To what extent we must observe fast
and abstinence, is laid down from ycar
to year in the Lenten regulations of
each diocese, and if you want to be =«
true Catholic you must regulate your-
vourself according to these rules, unless

otherwise dispensed.

The

heen

laws of fast and abstinence have
mitigated to such an extent of
late that they adow of the
primitive rigorous fast, as observed by
the first Chri And, strange to
1y, notwith this kindness

are a mere

standing on

the part of Holy Church, many
still find the laws too hard and d

pense themselves,  How much ¢ f Chris-
tianity is left in such people, I leave

my readers to decide. Whence t
laxity? Tt comes from a want of t
respect for authority, as many seem to
have a wrong idea of the Divine M
sion of Holy Chureh. They look

upon the Churchas a human institution,

to whom obedience and allegia \

be denied at any time, just as people
travel from one country to another.
The Church is instituted by the Son
of God and hence can demand obedi
ence ; and he, who refuses this obedi
ence, must he to you as a heathen and

publican. 1f there is a spark of rever-
ence left in you for Our dear Lord, Who
Himself fasted forty days and forty
nights, if you have any respect for
your Church, and fear the punishment
of God upon such who will not hear the

| on this point :

and good as circumstances will allow.
Now, when [ speak of fasting I do not
merely mean the abstinence from meat
or a reduction in quantity at your
meals, but I mean the spirit of mortifi-

cation and penance, that must fill us
during this holy season. There arve
people, who are considered very poor

eaters, and the

sullicient to

little they take is barely
sustain their lives,  Now
these people could scarcely do much of
hodily fasting, but how about spiritual

What's that?  Spiritual fast
fearless, earnest attack
our predominating passion. It is
termined will to break our
heart,

inge ?
fasting ?

ingis a upon
a de
rebellious
sin, just as the body suceumbs
and continued fasting.,  St.

to long
Jerome says
* What does it profit our

body to fast, if our soul is swollen with
pride and other sins? Fasting means
to abstain from sin; he who fasts must
govern his temper, become meek, and
possess a contrite heart; he must
avoid  forbidden pleasures, have
the  eternal Judge and  His o just
judgment always before his eyes ; have

¢omtempt for earthly benelits, bel
toward the poor,

and be at peace

his neighbor.” How this great Saint
hit the nail on the head ! Pride is at
the bottom of all sins,  The market is
full of proud peo) and there is n

didienlty in detecting then There i
a youug man, who will miss Holy
Mass, because—well because his sait
t it him as he thinks it should.
the young lady in the next
is disappointed in getting her
n in time, or her Easter bonnet
could she think of g ¢z to Mass it
r old dres r her old bonnet
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olution to make

ol eternity,

constant firm re

those int sts of paramount 1mpor
tance, and to make the interests and af
fairs of this life altogether secondary
and o rior importance.

THE SPIRIT OF THE FRANCIS-
CANS w

By Father Edward, O F M., Woodford, Ksscx,
England,

cious Order in the Chureh

of God has its own particular work and

spirit,  The Third Order of St. Fran-

cis possesses not merely the letter ol an

|‘:\‘1‘l')' reli

admirable Rule, but, over and above
this, a something very real and disti
tive. It has a truly marvellous

in itselt by which the Viear of Christ,
who has special light and grace judg
ing what is ftor our good, says he ex

| pects nothing less than the salvation ol

our will so ecasily leaning toward |

Addressing the Su

modern soci
periors of the “irst Order  two year
o, His iness made use of these
| words : ~** 1 am convineed that it is by
the Third Order and by the diffusion of
the Franeiscan spirit that we shall save
the world, Work hard to spread the
Third Order Hold the monthly meet- |
ings regularly, Instruct the Tertiaries |
in their duties and the spirit of theo
Rl wd in, in speaking of the
reat 1 of Italian Tertiaries, he
vlds h their number reached a
million ! , millions, better still, 1
wish all the faithful would become Ter
. but above all I desire the diffu-
on of the Franciscan spirit.’
The Rule of the Third Order is most
simple and most evang al, ‘16 con
" as Leo XIII, sa “only
¢ to God and the Chureh,
d fa ns and guarrels, not de
mding i up arms
mly for n and of
10’8 ¢o in food
wmd in o« xury, ab
ining dar edu
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All Cha san fro I
downwards flows out of this spirit
I'o recall but one Diving
the Maste dtoall:
man will come after Me, le

his eros

Luke, ix,
special note of the
e of the Cross, and the spirit
found in the
Franeis if they would be

wind take uj
Me.”” (St
this is the i
the doctri
h must be

himself
follow

Gospel

souls of all

ldrcn of St.

his followers in something more than
name. ‘Happy they who have it,
happier they who wly prize it
| happiest’ they who are all on fire with

it—for it is a fire which Jesus imself
has kindled in their hearts! "The light

Devotion to the world does not bring
peace. Peace is what we all want
peace with God, peace with our oy
conseience and peace with all ma n\ului
Let us cultivate a more intimate ac
quaintance with the Prince of Peace. |
Let us try to be on terms of intimacy
with im, that we may feel at liberty

freely to converse with Him as an Al
mi all-suflicient Friend Who is
over to aid and encourage us and
to give us the peace which sui passeth
all understanding.—Catholic  Colum
bian.
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Krgpr your blood pure and yoar stomach
and digestive organs in & healthy condition by
taking Hcod's Sarsaparilla and you will be

Church, you will keep your fast as strict | WELI

| of eternity, the sensible touch of God,
{ the prop yhecies of a happy death, the
ceuritics  of an easy judgment are
upon them. But most unlortunate
of men,  most unfortunate it
| 1east of all men who are not yet victi
| of the eternal prison, they who have it
not.”
| The world hates this word self-¢ "
it is not accordi to its taste. Th
3 does not surprise us, since the Divi

Master warned us of it when e sa

in His last disec v YIf the world
hate 3 th hated M
helor been  of the
world, love its owr
but 1 ol ti W |
Ltheretore hat 1 \
I'here many (

mn enter the d

Order tryin o d
the A Livo

God ecalls them to greater perlectio
[ but they dread **The Order of Pen
ance,”  Many, like the Jews of old
murmur when  hearing the voice ol
Jesus: *This saying is hard, and who
can hear it ?’" They would wish to sav
their souls in  their owin way,
not in God's way wndd the
Rule of the Third Order, which helps

so wonderfully to avoid the occasions ol
| sin, is not to their mind. They love
the danger ! God grant they may not

perish in it.
‘ Jesus, our model, *‘ pleased not Him-

self "’ how far is this a deserip
tion of our lives? 8o far as it is not,
we have reason to fear. As the
tnermometer tells the
or cold, so our sanctification goes on-
ward or backward just in proportion as

Now,

so far

measure of heat |

we mortify ourselves, But, if this |
spirit be important elsewhere it is no
less o necessity in this country, he

nowhere, perhaps, is the

cause spirit of

im-mortification more rampant,

Father Faber wrote as far ba 18
it would be by some Religiou
Ordes or Orac 150t that
il England ever he converted
which should exhibit to the |
i le the poverty of the Gospel in i
ternest  perfection, *Otl thing
can do much,” he adds intell
learnin eloguence,  the bheautic
Cutholic eharity, the swee ifluence of
a puritied literature, the studiousne
v simple and A\ post
But the great work, 1

it work is in the o

(, is a trinumph in this land rese
onl for evangelical poverty (Faber
*Growth in Holiness,”" ¢hap. )

Is it not evident that Father Faber
simply demands the Franciscan spirit
the spirit of the Third Order The
three virtues, which he deelar i
done convert ngland ity
eval werty, and se inl
an essence of the Order of
Ponance Corrupt self is our great
encemy now, just as in the days ol St
1 is ! Father Faber expresses tl
very ell : I the  Chureh li¢
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ors!  Paradoxically, we must say how
free from wrong-doing hie must be, who
would stop toavenge wrongs done him'!
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3Jut must we leave n to our
fortnne or reputation unrighted
fear of being vindictive 2 May we not
seck legal or moral redress and clear
away the eloud, albeit our hearts burn
with a sense of the wrong done them ?
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