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From a Dozen Tractors to Hundreds of Them
Such is the Story of the Tractor Develo 

Acre Farm
prnenl in Ontario in the Past Four Yean-ls the Day Coming When Each 100 
Will Have Its Tractor?—By F. E. Ellis, B.S.A.

: ■ « Y first t rector observât tone in Ontario? I re
ly I member the occ- skm well. Four years ago 

lust spring 1 was -trivlng along a country road 
one of the best agricultural counties that fronts 

Jik«' Ontario. Ahead of me In a field next the 
roadside I saw a crowd of men sufficiently targe to 
have flattered a Farmers' Institute speaker, or let 
us say. have formed a sizable farmers' club. 1 had 
had some experience with tractors In Western Can
ada. and from the sounds oming from the midst of 
that outdoor assembly, l' knew that I was about to 

ly first tractor at work in Ontario. No wonder 
ntty had turned out to witness

that we should try to imitate Western conditions. 
1 do our own threshing and silo filling. St was 
lal Chat we have a large machine to do the 

work; and having a large engin a it was natural that 
we should use wkh It a large yang plow. W 
not entirely blind to some of the dlsadvants 
introducing on to an Eastern fp.rin a targe plo 
but thought that any difficulty might be ov 
toy taking down fences and making larger 
There was, however, a limit to this owing 
rolling nature of the land and the presence of 
ditches. Moreover, the many grades In the 
which, with horses, never bothered us, became a 
serious proposition when our engine, crowded to Ka 

on the level, refused to take them until 
one or two of the plows were removed. What was 
a difficulty in dry weather was more thgn accentuated 
in wet weather. So that finally, we abandoned the 
idea of using this machine for ploughing, and now 
use It only for belt power."

Tractors at Walkerslde Farm.
A tractor of the same make and size as that used 

by Mr. Fleming is also in use on the Walkeredde 
Farm in Essex county. On this farm conditions are 
ideal for the large tractor. There are 2,600 acre» 
of land that is almost absolutely level. When 1 
visited the farm early tills spring, the foreman, Mr. 
Cramer, showed me the plowing they had been doing 
with the big tractor Ir sod, and It was A1 
Here the big tractor seems to be holding Its own. 
Perhaps It Is significant, however, that of the six 
tractors now operating on this farm, five of them 
are machihes of moderate size and Mr. liiggar, the 
manager, as a result of their experience, would be 
the first to recommend that on the average good- 
sized farm in Ontario, a medium-sized tractor be 
tried. On the Fleming farm two small tractors are 

in use and they are giving first class satlsfac-

on I

fields* 

to the

the whole commu
Ke starting! Not one of the men present, 
tained, had ever seen a demonstration 
Ing, and the operator of the machin 
a few hours' Instruction from a represen 
(ompany, from whom he had jurchased. 
son, this particular machine was one of 12 farm 
tractors operating

That was Just four years ago. This sum 
have found tractors wherever 1 go, If conditio: 
at all suitable to tractors. They arc not yot so 
mon but that they attract more than passing Inter
est from farmers in general but H Is seldom that 1 
see a crowd gathered around a tractor In operation 
The tractor has proven Ms merit and is more or less 
taken for granted. Fanners may yet debate the 
wisdom of purchasing a tractor for use on a farm of 
moderate size or a farm that k rough or heavy; but 
they are no longer sceptical of the ability of the 
tractor to go and keep on going at all kinds of field 
work They have shown their faith In the tractor 

extent that the tractor population of On- 
bers well over 700 machines Prob- 

8&0 In operation before the

i of power plow- 
e had had Just 
sentatlve of the

ue 0 rtwriowit! 
1 be.

A Tractor Demonstration In Quebcs.

lad*
then

few proved successful and are still 
believe H. Is safe to say, however, 

hese big «tractors 
were not abandoned
Western Canada several years ago, 1 saw many of 
these tractors standing in barnyards and fence cor- 
ners, while the -plowing and other field work was 
being done with horses. Even under the Ideal tree 
tor conditions of the Weet, the heavy tractor did not 
5“""* COm™<md, itmAt At Prient, however, 

ge,,,n* 1nto tractors at an astonishing 
rate, but they are of the smell and medium sized 
JgJJ* 8Uch as we see at Ontario tractor demonstra

ere big ones, 
the first trac-

1 in operation I 
that the majority 

And they 
When In

are not now in use. 
because worn

5

S to such an 
tarlo now num 
ably l here will 
fall Hvàson is over.

The tractor was due to take Its :
Canada in any cape, but the war 
responsible for the rapid adoption of power 
methods, and in hastening Its Introduction are pro
vincial governments have played a targe part. Early 
in the war the Ontario Department of AgrieuKu 
a part" of its program for Incj-eased production, pur 
chased a number of tractors and rented them out to 
farmers on Mi acreage basis, the fees charged being 
nominal. So successful were the first experiments 
in I Ms line that the number of government tractors 
was Increased Just about as fast as deliveries could 
be made and last spring the Ontario Government had 
a fleet of well over 100 tractors plowing and prepar
ing land for crop in almost every county of old 
Ontario. A couple of other provincial governments 
fo'lowed a similar policy, although not on anything 
like the same scale as in Ontario. The Quebec 
Government, for instance, la still purchasing tractors 

in thtit province, 
there are government 

ai work in Nov»
Perhaps the 

greatest result ot this ex
periment of government 
owner» hip of tractor» I» 
that farmers everywhere 
were given an opportun
ity of studying tractors 
in operation and « a re- 
ru+t, they themselves 
have now purchased trac
tors In greet numbers, 
and probably K was the 
work of the government 
tractors wMch made It 
pcutlhlo for the Dominion 
Government to dispose of 
all of the Fordeon trac
tors contracted for In the 
early par1 of this year.
All that remains now la 
for the Eastern tor 
sc Yet his size and 
mine on the type of 
tor that ho prefers.

The Size of Tractor.
In determining on the 

size of tractor which will 
prove moat profitable, the 
Ontario farmer can bene
fit by the experience of 
farmers In other 
Inece and states where 
tractors rame into com- 
■on use some years ago.
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In Ontario also the first tractors w 
•Mr. Tretheway of Toronto had one of 
V™ I” Ontario, a large sized machine, and from the

sSÎ'iïïÂSaË'Æ-KH —SvEE.ït.ts'»
«■resell Hernie*, who 1. matuiïbtg tho PMering f. X St* "1> wlt,h 0 “« ««« tooth cultivator, 
farm, «ells of ttalr cxperlenro wtu? tare «rire™ .. , “r! lad, a crowd *™und «- At Cohonrn «
fetlows- experience with this trsotor sa couple of week, .go, the same company exhibit*

"It to Just three years now slnee w. Invested In it b"t ???
our first tractor. « 15-30 of one of «he moM common nrtS- mnehm™ if thi h t •*
types seen In the West. Here, of comse, with a n£5Vvîîïr make were erld<>">lr
targe Proposition on our hand. It wn, but n.tnr.l Three factor, will Influence Ontario t.,mm

ictora of med- 
-the heavy char* 
uchofour land. 

Its contour and the neoee- 
»ltv of using tract ora for 

'belt power. The average

rairle soil

The other extreme In tractors is also to be avoided. 
Four years ago there was a general opinion among 
farmers that the smallest tractors then made were 

who were I»
for
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em States. It 
d, for Instance, 

the 14-tnch plow

it«d
told

West

that
which were commonly 
used dr, the Woetern 
States, could not handle 
Ontario soils at all satis
factorily. The experience 
cf Mr. A. M. Zoeller of 
New Hamburg is typical 
of the experience of many 

f the early tractor 
users In Ontario. Mr. 
Zoeller started with 14- 
Inch plows. He found 
they were not satistoc- 
tory and purchased a 
gang with 12-Inch bot
toms. He Is now inclined 

that 1 &-lnch

6?

Xother of

iw-
md
ind.

I" II- v
bottoms would be even 
more satisfactory. Ft re- 
flu 1res more power to turn 
over Ontario land than 
Western land, and this, In 
most sections, is enough 
of Itself to make the

ifiy
,ch.
rill

3
smallest sized 
impracticable.

Tractors all have dim. 
cuKy in working on a 
(Continued on page 14.)
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