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F rom a’ DOZCH Tractors to Hundreds Of Them

Such is the Story of the Tractor Develo
Acre Farm

member the occ s Four years ago
lust spring 1 was <iriving along a country road

in one of the best agricultural counties that fromts
on Lake Ontarfo. Ahead of me in a fleld next the
roadside | saw & crowd of men sufficiently large to
have flattered a Farmers' Institute speaker, or let
us say, have formed a sizable farmers’ club. I had
had some experience with tractors in Western Can-
ada, and from the sounds :oming from the midst of
that outdoor assembly, ¥ knew that I was about to
gee my first tractor at work in Ontarfo. No wonder
the whole community had turned out to witness
its starting! Not one of the men present, I ascer-
tained, had ever eeen a aemonstration of power plow-
fng, and the operator of the machine had had just
a few hours’ instruction from a representative of the
company, from whom he had jurchased. That sea-
son, this particular machine was one of 12 farm
tractors operating in Ontario

That was just four years ago. This summer I
have found tractors wherever 1 go, ¥ conditions are
at all suitable to tractors. They are not yet so com-
mon but that they attract more than passing inter-
est from farmers in general but it is seldom that I
see a crowd gathered around a tractor in operation.
The tractor has proven Ms merit and s more or less
taken for granted. Farmers may yet debate the
wisdom of purchasing a tractor for use on a farm of
moderate size or a farm that is rough or heavy; but
they are no longer sceptical of the ability of the
tractor to go and keep on going at all kinds of field
work. They have shown their faith in the tractor
to such an extent that the tractor population of On.
tario now numbers well over 700 machines. Prob-
ably there will be over 800 in operation before the
{all sehson is over

The tractor was due to take its place in Fastern
Canada in any cage, but the war fs undoubtedly
responsible for the rapid adoption of power farming
methods, and in hastening its Introduction the pro
vinclal governments have played a large part. Barly
in the war the Ontarip Department of Agriculture, as
a part of s program for incpeased production, pur
chased a number of tractors and rented them out to
farmers on an acreage basls, the fees charged being
nominal, So successful were the first experiments
in this line that the number of governmemt tractors
increased just about as fast as deliveries could
be made and last epring the Ontarlo Government had
a fieet of well over 100 tractors plowing and prepar
ing land for crop In almost every coumty of old
Ontarlo. A couple of other provincial governments
fo'lowed a similar policy, although not on anything
like the same scale as in Ontarlo. The Quebec
Government, for instance, is still purchasing tractors
for use in thit province,
and there are government
tractors st work in Nova
Scotla Perhaps the
iest result of this ex-
pert it of government
ownership of tractors, is
that farmers everywhere
were given an opportun-
ity of studying tractors
in operation and s & re-
eult, they themselves
have now purchased trac.
tors In great numbers,
and probably # was the
work of the government
ors which made it
possible for the Domindon
Government to dispose of
all of the Fordeon trac-
tors contracted for in the
early part of this year.
All that remains now 18
for the Bastern farmer to
seloct his size and deter
mine on the type of trac-
tor that he prefers.

The Size of Tractor.

In determining on the
sizo of tractor which will
prove most profitable, the
Ontario farmer can bene-
fit by the experience of
farmers in other prov-
inces and states where
tractors came fnto com-
mon use some years ago.
In Western Canada, for

M\' first tractor observations in Ontario? 1 re-
fon

tractors, operated either done wi

"These tractor:
on steam or gasokne,
were firet ntrod l.Ad:hlur-trmumn
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Any Kind of Field Work
instance, the very large oOn m%hm in Ontario last spring all of the work on the land,
tractor power. The bi

A Tractor Demonstration in Quebes,
This is one of several tractors recently purchased by the
Quebec Department of Agriculture for the use of the
farmers of that province. The tractor seen in the (.
stration Is operating at Rimouskl

few proved successful and are still in operation. I
believe it is safe to say, however, that the majority
of these big dractors are not now in use. And they
were not abandoned because worn out When in
Western Canada several years 4go, 1 saw many of
these tractors standing in barnyards and fence cor
ners, while the ‘plowing and other field work was
being done with horses. Even under the ideal trac
tor conditions of the West, the heavy dractor did not
universally commend fitself. At present, however,
the West is getting into tractors at an astonishing
rate, but they are of the small and medium sized
types, such as see at Ontario traotor demonstra
tions,

In Ontarfo also the first tractors were big ones
Mr. Tretheway of Toronto had one of the first trac
tors in Ontario, a large sized machine, and from the
fact that he never sald much about the tractor, we
are probably safe in -assuming that it did not prove
satisfactory, Mr. R. J. Fleming, on whose farm at
Plckering= the tractor demonstration held two
years ago, also attempted followg the lead of the
West in introducing a big tractor to his Ontario farr
Writing In a recent fssue of Farmers' Magazine, R
Ru Fleming, who is managing the Pickering
farm, tells of thelr experfence with this tractor as
follows :

“It 48 just three years now since we Inves In
our first tractor, a 15-30 of one of the most common
types seen in the West. Here, of course, with a

large proposition on our hands it was but natural

5y &
xtending, and as new
ingly more profitable,
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May be Expeditiously Carried Through with Tractor Power.

h the exception of drilling in the seed, wi

nders were operated by the swme power. Next, the fall wheat

are now bu; fall plowing or eupplying power for silo filling. The rafige of
antly e uses are found for it, the investment becomes,

ent in Ontario in the Past Four Years—Is the Day Coming When Each 100
ill Have Its Tractor>—By F. E. Ellis, B.S.A.

that we should try to imitate Western conditions.
As we do our own threshing and silo filling, #t was
essentlal that we have a large machine to do the
work; and having a large englus it was natural that
we should use with it a large gang plow. We were
not entirely blind to some of the disadvamages of
introducing on to an Bastern form a large plow undt:
but thought that any difficulty might be overcome
by taking down fences and making larger flelds
There was, however, a limit to this owing to the
rolling nature of the land and the presence of many
ditches. Moreover, the many grades in the flelds
which, with horses, never bothered us, became &
serlous proposition when our engine, crowded to its
capacity on the level, refused to take them until
oue or two of the plows were removed. What was
a difficulty in dry weather was more thgn accentuated
in wet weather. So that finally, we abandoned the
idea of using this machine for ploughing, and now
use it only for belt power."
Tractors at Walkerside Farm.

A tractor of the same make and size as that used
by Mr. Fleming is also In use on the Walkerside
Farm in Essex county. On this farm conditions are
ideal for the large tractor. There are 2,500 acres
of land that is almost absolutely level. When I
visited the farm early thds spring, the foreman, Mr.
Cramer, showed me the plowing they had been doing
with the big tractor In sod, and it was Al work.
Here the big tractor scems to be holding its own.
Perhaps it s significant, however, that of the six
tractors now operating on this farm, five of them
are machines of moderate size and Mr. Biggar, the
manager, as a result of their experience, would be
the first to recommend that on the average good-
sized farm in Ontarlo, a medium-sized tractor be
tried. On the Fleming farm two small tractors are
now in use and they are giving first class satisfac-
tion

The other extreme in tractors is also to be avolded,
Four years ago there was a general opinfon among
farmers that the smallest tractors then made were
destined to be the most popular. All who were in
attendance at the first tractor demonstration at
Guelph will remember the sensation caused by the
appearance of a small 5-10 tractor—that is, one with
five horse power at the drawbar and 10 horse power
on the belt. This tractor at Cuelph handled two
plows and ended up with a big stift-tooth cultivator.
(It always had a crowd around it At Cobourg a
couple of weeks ago, the same company exhibited
a tractor of the same capacity, bnt much improved,
It recelved no more than its si of attention, and
larger machines of the same make were evidently
more popular,

Three factors will influence Ontarlo farmers in
selecting tractors of med-
fum-size—the heavy char-
acter of much of our land,
its contour and the neces-
sitv of using tractors for
“belt power. The average
soll in Ontarlo and In
much of Quebec I8 heay-
fer than the prairle soll
of Western Canade, or
the Western States,
was found, for instance,
that the 144nch plows
which

.

States, could not handle
Ontarlo sofls at all satis-
factorily. The experience
cof Mi A M. Zoeller of
New Hamburg Is typieal
of tLe experience of many
other of the early tractor
users in Ontarfo. Mr,
Zoeller started with 14-
inch plows. He found
they were not satisfac.
tory and purchased a
gang with  12inch bot-
toms. He s now IncMned
to bellev . that 104nch
bottoms would be even
more satisfactory. It re-
fuires more power to turn
over Ontario land than
Western land, and this, in
most sections, is enough
of itself to make the
smallest sized traoctors

o impracticable,

round . was pre- Tractors all have diff.
et culty i working om &
SIS, - 1OMtnted Ta page 24.)
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