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It was a joy to my heart to be
present at that great Home Rule
meeting in Massey Hall on Saturday
evening, Oct. 13th. It was a gratifica-
tion to me to have had an interview
with Mr. T. P. O'Connor, M.P., the
president of the Irish National Lea-
gue of Great Britain, after an inter-
val of twenty-six years. It was a
pleasarct circumstances to behold so
large and so grand and so intelli-
gent and so enthusiastic an assem-
blage of Irish men and Irish women
and their friends as met in Toronto's
largest hall on that night, to listen
to one of Ireland’s brightest embassa-
dors plead the cause of Ireland’s
wrongs and tell in burning words of
the right of Ireland to have Home
Rule. And this in the presence of
some of Ontario’'s most distinguished
men and women and without one
word of interruption—a great change
from the Toronto of old that I re-
member. But greater than all, more
hopeful than all, more gratifying than

all else, it was to me to hear from
the lips of this well-accredited and |
well-informed. embassador that the!

day of Ireland’s redemption was at
hand. On that day of jubilee the sons
of Erin, with hearts overcharged and
uinds uplifted, will give thanks to
Almighty God that the day of thei
country's deliverance has come 1o
pass, and that the seven hundred
years' of struggle, the seven hundred
years of suppression, and seven hun-
dred years of humiliation, will at
last in our own day, come to an end
forever The democrecy of Great
Britain, which in unfortunate forme:
days was hostile to everything Irish,
have at length awakened to the jus-
tice of Irish claims;, and well may
they, for it is the presence of the
Irish members in the parliament «
Great Britain that has ever been the
principal support of popular rights in
that great legislative body. Only one
good point that the envoy might have
made was omitted, and that was that

the King himself is not only a home

ruler, but a friend of Ireland gener-
ally. There is also another potent
fact that has to be thought of, and
that is the influence of race. It is no
longer the “‘Celtic fringe'’' that has
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THE SEARCH FOR THE GAEL.

..l left the highway—I leit the street—
l In Albyn I sought them long;
I followed the track of Kenneth's feet
| And the sound of Ossian's song;
By the Kymric Clyde, and in Gallo-
way wild,
I sought for the wreck of my race,
But the clouds that the hills of Al-
byn hide
Have pitied their forfeit place.
|
|1 looked for
brian glen,
From the Cambrian mountains 'mid,
{ And saw only mute, coal-mining men—
The face of my race was hid.
At Merlin's work in Caernarven waste
They knew not Merlin's name—
And the lines the hands of the Master
traced
As the devil's craft they claim
I looked for the Gael in green Innis-
| fail,
{ And they showed me cowering there
| Misshapen forms, cast down and pale,
Thy disciplined host, despair!
But I noticed yet in their stony eyes
A flash they could not veil,
And I said, “Will no brave man arise
| To strike on this flint with steel?”

the Gael in the Cam-

I have found my race—I have found
my race,
But oh! so fallen and low,
That their very sires, if they look’'d
in their face,
Their own sons would not know.
Still I've found my race—I've found
my race,
And to me this race is dear,
And I pray that Heaven may grant
me grace
To toil for them many a year.

It is not so long ago, only a few
years, that McGee himseli an ardent
Kelt, wrote those despairing lines,
and yet there is a great change. The
“Kymric Clyde’ is the place of ‘‘sea
power,”” for it is there that shipping
is mainly built; and the inhabitants
of Clydesdale are among the most
thrifty in the world. The Cambrian
Celts are no longer “‘mainly coal min-
ing men,”” but are a strong, united
political power, and Merlin's work is
not forgotten, for Welsh history,
Welsh song and Welsh nationality are
held in high regard. Aund the Gael in
“Green Innisfail’’ is no longer ‘“‘cow-
ering thers’ and is in the expectation

(Continued on page 5.)

that one begins to fear that, unless
something can be dore to arouse the
interest and to strenglhen the zeal
of all concerned, this latest great ef-
fort of the Holy See may be to some
extent nullified.

To what cause may we assign the
apparent apathy with regard to this
question” We well know that it does
not arise from any wilful disobedience
or opposition to the Pontifical au-
thority. Would it not be more cor-
rect to attribute it partly to the spe-
cial difficulties presented by the pre-
scribed music, partly to the difficulty
of obtaining singers properly qualified
to render this particuiar music, and
partly, if not almost wholly, to Hn-‘
wrong ideas which unfortunately ;nr—.
vail at the present time as to the
kind of music suitable during Divine
Service,

With regard to the two first-men-
tioned difficulties, I do not think for
ore momeunt that they are

superable, even in small churches. The
Holy Father does not require impos-
sibilities. The more one studies the
Motu Proprio the more does one ap-
preciate the broad wisdom and
thoughtiul moderation of its tone

A SUBJECT FOR ECCLESIASTI-

CAL AUTHORITY.

With regard to the wrong ideas; the
question of what is or is not suitable
for use during Divine Service is one
for ecclesiastical authority, and not
for private judgment. As loyval sons
of Holy Church it is our plain duty

-l opimon which seems to prevail

{Passion and ‘‘Exultet,”

way of its advancemént has been the |
the bad versions |

bad execution, and
which have been in use. Both
evils will, we hope, be remedied by |
the publu‘atmn of the amended texts,
and by the teaching of the qualified
authorities. The Pope wishes to re-
vive the old custom of making all the
people take an active part in the Li-

these [

{Pontifical documents; for Plainchant the Offertory, and one to the Blessed
jand  the Polyphonic school there is Sacrament after the ‘‘Benedictus,"
praise and encouragement; for mod- pefore the ‘‘Pater Noster.” The Pro-
‘ n  music there is only toleration

ver of the Mass ought to be sung in
'Gregorian Chant, but on days when
i the organ is allowed to be used, the
_Gradual, Offertory, and Communion
may be supplied by the organ, provid-

&mth safeguards and limitations
PRINCIPLES OF ACCEPTANCE

The Pontifical documents give us
{certain essential principles to enabie

o R e ed that some cantor recites them in
turgy; and it is his desire that the|,q to discern whether a composition 5 1oud and intellizible voi :
faithful should know and be able to! & 10 1d Intelligible voice, so that

sing the Chant

It is difficult not to love Plain Chant
once one has acquired a proper know-
ledge of it. It is our duty, in obedi-
ence to the expressed wish of the
Holy Fatner, not only to endeavor to |
obtain such proper knowledge our-
selves, but also to do all in our pow-

ler  to help in its general difiusion

Among the means which the Holy
Father suggests are: The teachiug of
the subject in seminaries and colleges,
the teaching of the Chant in schools

The Pope quite justly condemms an
\t‘l\
generally, viz., that Gregorfan Chant
is only suitable for funerals and peni-
tential seasons. He lays down as a
principle that a function loses none
of its solemnity when nothing but
Gregorian music is used; and,
fact, what can we imagine finer thau
those beautiful invitatories, hvmns,
sequences, responsories, lamentations,
so eloquent-
ly expressive of the mind ef the
Church at the time of their use

IN PRE-REFORMATION TIMES.
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{may be accepted
John XXII. in 1332 in his famous

’ all the congregation can hear them:
|
[Bull “‘Doctor Sanctorum,’ condemns
1
|

on days when the use of the organ is
allowed, they must be sung. If
there is not a competent choir to sing
sufficiently the Proper to its right
music, there is no objection to having
it sung to a psalm tone, or even on

not
the use of any profane music; and de \
[plores the abuses which obtained in
(his time; many of them being similal
to these which we deplore at the pre-
{sent day. Alexander VII.,

9
|l"‘* s 5 April 23, great days, according to the Motu
(9%, Hhrealens excommunication, sus- proprio, it may be sung in figured
pension, ana deprivation to the su- pugic, provided that it be not thea-
(periors  or rectcrs of churches who tyical. The ‘‘Ceremoniale Episco-
[1olerate any music of such a kind in porum™ and the Motu Proprio re-
their churches. ”C also forbids even new the prescription that the music
the least alteration of the text, or

must not keep the celebrant waiting
repetition, and zlso forbids the use of

freren L > o1 >11>[»m}‘d the Mass unduly. For the
orchestras. Benedict XJIL, in his <sanctus” both celebrant and choir
Council of the Lateran, irenews and must make the usral concessions.
reinforces both the Edicts of John For the “Kyrie,” “Gloria.” “Sanc-
XX1I. and Alexander VII. Jenedict tus ' and "Agnus Dei,”” the organ
XIV. says: There must be nothing can alternate with the \"nlc('s nrovid
profane or theatrical. Music which o4 that the rules above mentioned are
[represents all or any of these fea- observed ("'L‘cr Episc.,” lib. i. cap.
[tures must be excluded. Pius IX., xyiy)

through his Cardinal Vicar of Rome, The rule allowing the organ to sup-

Cardinal Patrizi, in the fifties took ply is, as we see from the text ol
the same measures for Rome as had the “Ceremoniale Episcoporum,” a
b_con previously taken by Benedict concession, therefore, it does nat at
XIII. Leo XIII. in his Regulations

all mean that it ought to be prefer:-
ed to the singing of the whole texi,
but it may be of great help to tho:e
choirs which are not strong enough
to sing all efficiently, and thus they
may carry out the prescriptions in a
lawfu! manner. During the elevation

of 1884, and the Roman Congregations
in several decrees, especially in one
for DBaltimore in 1884, exhort the
Bishops to use all the means at their
disposal to banish this objectionable
music. The Regulations of 1884 hav-
ing failed to bring about the desired the orzan should be maved in a sol-
end, Pope Leo reiterated them with emn manner on davs wh'n its use is
greater emphasis in his Regulations permitted. The use of Vernacular is
of 1894, One of the last acts of his strictly forbidden during High Mass.
Pontificate was to sanction a decree For '\’espcrs, on days when the use
concerning the Cardinals’ functions in of the organ is alloied the repeti-
Rome. This Decree forbids in those tion of the Antiphon may be supplied,
functions any music but the Gregor- also in the hymn and in the “‘Magaifi-
lan and Polyphonic. cat’”’ the organ may alternate with

How strikingly in agreement are all the choir provided that the wule of
these condemnations, directions, and having the words pronounced in a
regulations, dating from John XXII. loud and intelligible voice is observ-
with those contained in the Motu ed. The organ may not supply the

Proprio of Pius X. He has simply Doxologies, the “‘Gloria Patri,” or
summed up the legislation of manv any verse during which one has to
predecessors. It is evident, there- kneel. The Motu Proprio prescribes

fore, that the wuse of this profane,

voluptuous, or theatrical music in

certain churches has given it no real Episcoporum’ (lib. ii. cap. i. no. 8),

position in the Church, as it has al- viz., that the psalms should be sung

nyahauduthmuuol in Grrgorin Chant, but that the
the highest authority. The use of (Con'inued on n 8)

.

that, as a rule, wemtohupto
tberegulntiouottle “Ceremor iale
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