123

enough for prayer, and experience has often shown
the earnest Christian how much blessing can be
obtained in reading the word alone or with but one
other Christian.

The second occasion of this joining together of
the word and prayer is in Luke x. and xi. In Luke
X., whilst Martha serves, it is her sister Mary who
sits at the feet of Jesus, and hLears His word, When
Martha complains of her sister leaving her to do
all the work alone, the Lord replies, “Martha,
Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many
things: But one thing is needful: and Mary hath
chosen that good part which shall not he taken
- away from her,” Immediately afterwards in chap.
xi. the Lord is in prayer, and the disciples also ask
Him to teach them to pray, and thereupon He
teaches them the prayer so well known to all:
“Qur Fath. which art in heaven, etc.” This
prayer commences with the desire for the glory of
the Father before any mention is made of the wants
of those who are the objects of His love; and thus
we have another lesson as regards these things,
first that to listen to the word is choosing “the
good part,” and secondly, that in our prayers the
glory of the Father and the Son should ever take
precedence of those things of which we have need
whilst here. L

The third and last portion of the word referred
to above, is Ephesians vi. 17, 18, In Acts vi. it
was the work upon earth, here it is the combat in
the heavenly places. For this contest the Christian




