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Supposing this to be certain, and 1 am not going 
to dispute with them about it, is this all ? Did the 
apostle mean nothing more ? It does seem to me 
that the truth greatly supplements what they say ; 
for one may justly ask the question, Why, if sot 
stress should be laid on the first day of the "week? 
Why not on any other day ? Why was the collec­
tion (for this it was) on that day above all others? 
Beyond a doubt it is good and wholesome for a 
Christian to lay by at home for the need of others. 
It is well that he should consider gravely, and not 
on mere impulse or when he is on the spot, what 
he is going to give in the Lord's name. It is evi­
dent that the Lord meant each believer to chal­
lenge his heart in view of any prosperity he may 
have had in the course of the week. But that 
each was to accumulate a separate store in his own 
house from week to week appears to me the mer­
est assumption, and indeed mistake. The apostle 
would have it to be aggrave matter of inquiry be­
fore the Lord, and of course therefore rather a 
question raised at home than, as is common in 
modern times, an emulous act when people flock 
together, or perhaps at haphazard, whether they 
be duly provided or not, and often under moving 
appeals to act on their feelings. All these are but 
poor ways of giving, and by no means answer to 
the intention of the Spirit of God here for His 
saints on the first day of the week.

The apostle wished giving to be a grave habit, 
and one that should be settled, as we have been


